
PRESS RELEASE

September 27, 2005

World Peace Council Decries Situation of Guantanamo Prisoners

Havana, 26 Sep (AIN) The Geneva-based World Peace Council has joined in the condemnation of the situation of
prisoners at the US naval base in Guantanamo. 

In a letter to UN Secretary General Koffi Annan, also addressed to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Louise Arbour, World Peace Council President Orlando Fundora denounced the deteriorating health conditions of some
200 detainees on a hunger strike in that US military enclave in Cuban soil. 

Fundora, who is also the president of the Cuban Peace Movement, calls for an immediate response from the
international community so that the prisoners, whose basic rights are being denied by Washington, are not allowed to
starve to death.

The World Peace Council president noted that the US-based Center for Constitutional Rights had recenlty criticized the
refusal of the US Defense and Justice Departments to provide information on the identity and health condition of the
protesting prisoners.

Fundora deplored the US&#8217;s illegal occupation of Cuban territory in Guantanamo and called for the closing of
this international center of torture.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9765 SOURCE: AIN

September 28, 2005

Hunger Strike at Guantánamo: Detainees Choose Death Over Barbaric Conditions

NICOLE COLSON reports on the latest protest by desperate detainees at the U.S. gulag in Guantánamo.

DETAINEES AT the U.S. gulag in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, have become so desperate that many are choosing to face
death.

Since August 8, as many as 210 of the more then 500 detainees at Guantánamo Bay have gone on hunger strike to
protest their indefinite detention, lack of legal rights and the brutal conditions under which they are held.

The Pentagon, trying to downplay the seriousness of the situation, has said that the number participating in the strike
is 105. But military officials acknowledge that at least 20 detainees, whose health has been seriously compromised,
are being kept at the camp’s hospital, handcuffed, with their legs restrained, while they are force-fed through nasal
tubes. 
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Military spokesman Major Jeffrey Weir refuses to call it “force feeding,” however. The Pentagon prefers the term
“assisted feeding,” he told the New York Times. “We will not let them starve themselves to the point of causing harm
to themselves,” Weir said.

But the real “harm” to detainees has come from the inhumane conditions at the gulag where prisoners of the U.S.
“war on terror” are kept.

According to the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), which represents many of the detainees, the Pentagon’s
“concern” for the detainees doesn’t extend far enough to disclose the identity of the prisoners participating in the
hunger strike, or the identity of those who are hospitalized and being force-fed.

Thomas Wilner, a lawyer who represents 11 Kuwaitis detained at the camp, said government lawyers had initially told
him they didn’t believe any of his clients were involved. Later, the government said that three of his clients were
participating. But when Wilner visited the camp in person, he found that 10 of his clients were on hunger strike. One,
Abdullah al-Kandari, had not eaten for 15 days, and “was pale, bleary-eyed, disoriented, barely audible and had lost
considerable weight,” Wilner told the New York Times. 

Detainees’ desperate family members aren’t being told if their loved ones are involved, either. “It is astounding that
men in the custody of the U.S. military are willing to strike until they are afforded a fair hearing or starve to death,”
CCR attorney Gitanjali Gutierrez said in a statement. “But the most appalling aspect of the hunger strike is the
[Defense Department’s] refusal to share any information with the families about what is happening to their sons,
husbands and fathers. It’s a shocking degree of inhumanity.”

Groups of Guantánamo prisoners, subject to constant surveillance under the harshest of conditions, have gone on
hunger strikes repeatedly since early 2002, when a group of prisoners first refused food after a U.S. guard reportedly
kicked a copy of the Koran. In August 2003, there was a mass suicide attempt, with 23 prisoners attempting to hang
themselves in their cells, using clothing or other items during one eight-day period.

This latest hunger strike follows one that dozens of prisoners staged in late June and July. According to attorneys, at
that time, prisoners called for “a peaceful, nonviolent strike” to press their demands for respect for their religion, “fair
trials with proper legal representation,” “proper human food and clean water,” the right to contact loved ones, and the
right to “see sunlight, and not be forced to go months without seeing daylight.” 

While Pentagon officials claim only 52 prisoners participated in the strike, according to the CCR, as many as 200
prisoners were going without food. At one point in July, the strike became so widespread that medics couldn’t manage
the need and decided to stop making regular medical calls. Some prisoners spent 26 days without food, and several
had to be hospitalized.

And the response of U.S. military? Detainee Shaker Aamer--a British resident who hasn’t seen his wife or four small
children in more than three years--says that he was told by military personnel: “Do you think the world will ever learn
of your hunger strike? We will never let them know...We care nothing if one of you dies.”

Yet at the same time the hunger strike was happening, the Pentagon was conducting more than a dozen taxpayer-
funded “field trips” to the prison camp for dozens of U.S. politicians. “A bipartisan mix of Republicans and Democrats
from across the nation--even Miami’s police chief--have gone on the Pentagon’s choreographed, chaperoned day trips
and come home with souvenirs,” the Miami Herald reported last month.

During the tours, the politicians were allowed to glimpse only the least restrictive of the prison’s five camps, and were
prohibited from speaking directly to any detainees.

Back home, they sang the praises of Guantánamo. Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) lauded the military's “courtesies and
professionalism.” After his July trip, Sen. Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) told MSNBC, “There are some very nasty folks in there,
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to say the least...The people who are not compliant, who do not behave, who do not respond to any kind of
interrogation and who cause a lot of trouble...They aren’t getting ice cream.” 

In fact, human rights activists who have visited prisoners at the camp say that the vast majority suffer terrible
conditions--shackled or housed in small cells for days at a time; routinely refused contact with family and lawyers;
and subjected to brutal interrogations, with multiple cases of documented physical and psychological abuse.

Military officials eventually brought an end to the June-July hunger strike by promising to allow the establishment of a
six-member prisoners’ grievance committee to negotiate with prison officials, and to bring the prison camp into
compliance with the Geneva Conventions. But the Pentagon reneged on the deal--and placed members of the
prisoners’ committee in isolation.

Last month, the vicious beating of several prisoners by the camp’s “Extreme Reaction Force” touched off the latest
hunger strike.

Detainee Binyam Mohammed explained to the CCR, “We ask only for justice: treat us, as promised, under the rules of
the Geneva Conventions for Civilian Prisoners while we are held, and either try us fairly for a valid criminal charge, or
set us free.”

Clive Stafford Smith, a British lawyer who was visiting the camp when the most recent hunger strike began, told the
New York Times that his client Omar Deghayes explained: “Look, I’m dying a slow death in this place as it is. I don’t
have any hope of fair treatment, so what have I got to lose?”

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9788 SOURCE: Socialist Worker

Voices Calling Out For Justice

by Rachel Pegg

They sang, they shouted, they jeered, they banged drums. 

And then one powerful voice emerged from the cacophony, as 300 ordinary men and women called for justice for
Omar Deghayes. 

Hundreds gathered outside the Brighton Centre to heckle politicians into helping the Brighton man tortured for three
years by the world's most powerful military. 

Just metres away from where their own Government will spend the next four days, demonstrators rallied in protest at
the treatment of Omar Deghayes by the United States government. 

Mr Deghayes has been held without trial in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for more than three years. 

He is on hunger strike to protest against prisoners being beaten, tortured and humiliated by guards. 

On the eve of the Labour Party conference, his supporters held their biggest rally since he was seized in Pakistan. 
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Dozens of voices called in unison to "bring Omar home" and pledged to keep making noise until Mr Deghayes, a law
graduate who has spent most of his adult life living in Saltdean, is allowed to return to Britain. 

Alongside those who have championed his cause for the duration, there were people who have just joined the rapidly-
growing Save Omar campaign. 

Teachers, lawyers, politicians, adults, children, Muslims and Christians were brought together by their passionate
belief in the rule of law and the principle of inalienable human rights. 

Members of the public who had never before taken part in a demonstration turned out after reading of Omar's plight
in The Argus. 

Now there are plans to bring the battle inside the Brighton Centre. 

The East Worthing and Shoreham constituency Labour Party has tabled a resolution at the conference calling for the
36-year-old to be returned to Britain, rather than his birthplace of Libya, where he fears he would be tortured. 

It says: "Following the recent announcement by the US authorities that 70 per cent of detainees in Guantanamo Bay
will be returned to their home countries, we urge the Government to make representations to the US administration
to return Omar Deghayes back to the jurisdiction of the UK." 

The Home Office has until now refused to get involved in Mr Deghayes' case because he does not hold UK citizenship. 

The resolution adds: "We appeal to the conference to support the Save Omar Deghayes campaign and, in particular,
we urge the Government to ensure that Omar Deghayes is returned to this country, not Libya. 

"His family fled from Libya following the assassination of his father, a trade union activist and opponent of that
country's regime." 

The conference was also lobbied by the Stop The War Coalition, Fathers4Justice, Smash EDO and Communities United
for Peace and Justice. 

One speaker was Omar's brother Abubaker. He said: "I am really thankful and flattered by the caring nature of the
Brighton people. I hope our Government has the same caring nature." 

Afterwards Abubaker, 37, told The Argus he thought the demonstration had been "very positive". 

He said: "It reflects the feeling of Brighton people and the British people. 

"It raises our spirits and it will raise the spirits of those in Guantanamo Bay. 

"I am touched by the amount of people here today. 
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"It shows how kind the British public is and I am grateful to The Argus for helping us get justice for my brother. It has
given us a massive lift." 

In his speech, Des Turner, MP for Omar's former constituency of Brighton Kemp Town, said: "Only the most awful
dictatorships would hold prisoners in the way that detainees are in Guantanamo Bay. 

"I am very glad The Argus is campaigning for this. We need to make as much noise as possible." 

Jackie Chase, of the Save Omar Campaign, which organised the rally, said: "All the evidence suggests his captors are
in violation of the UN Declaration of Human Rights and the 1998 Human Rights Act. Omar's lawyer said it is a most
appalling tragedy. 

"If we have any hope as a nation of achieving a good name in the world, it is if we are seen to be standing up for
justice." 

Human rights Angela Panther, of Amnesty International, said: "This is an important human rights campaign." 

Sue Baumgardt, of the Green Party, was holding a banner in the crowd. She said: "I am disgusted that this
Government is always creeping behind the Americans and supporting them." 

Manus McGrogan, who was selling badges, posters and T-shirts in support of Omar, said: "We hope today will draw
attention to the plight of Omar Deghayes - they have been treated like animals." 

Avril Loveless, of Park Crescent Road, Brighton, said: "The British government has been colluding with America for far
too long and it's time they were put under pressure to do something." 

Glenn Williams, from Sussex Action for Peace and the Save Omar Campaign, said: "Tony Blair and his colleagues need
to start putting some pressure on George Bush to either properly charge or release British detainees." 

Hove and Portslade MP Celia Barlow said: "I have deepest sympathy for Mr Deghayes' family which is why I have
come out of the conference to stand with his supporters on this occasion." 

Tomorrow at 6pm, there will be a meeting about Omar's case in the Friends Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton with
talks by Tony Benn and Moazzam Begg. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9779 SOURCE: The Argus
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Free Omar from Guantanamo

by Cath Senker

On the day the Labour Party conference began in Brighton, around 300 protesters joined the biggest demonstration
yet for the release of Brighton resident Omar Deghayes who has been incarcerated for three years in Guantanamo
Bay. 

Omar and over 200 other detainees have been on hunger strike for seven weeks over their appalling treatment, and
several are now in a critical condition. 

Activists from the Save Omar campaign faced the conference centre with placards spelling out “Bring Omar Home”.

Speakers at the protest included Tony Benn. He said, “One of the by-products of this war has been that civil liberties
have been torn up in the US and Britain. This is not by accident but because it is easier to govern people if they are
kept frightened.”

Omar’s brother, Abu Baker Deghayes, made an impassioned plea, asking, “Why is that when politicians take power
they lose their humanity? History will judge both Tony Blair and George Bush by their words. I hope they will find
some humanity to release Omar from Guantanamo Bay.”

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9774 SOURCE: Socialist Worker

September 29, 2005

New Push To Free Bay Six

By REBECCA TORR

MANAMA

BAHRAINI detainees at Guantanamo Bay may be among hundreds on hunger strike, but US authorities are refusing to
comment on their status, say lawyers.

Their attorney Joshua Colangelo-Bryan is now seeking the help of Bahrain's Foreign Ministry to get information about
the current physical condition of their clients from US authorities.

Mr Colangelo-Bryan said the US authorities had refused to answer any of the lawyers' requests, or to provide any
information at all regarding the health of their clients.

He is scheduled to visit the Bahraini detainees on October 13 at the security camp, but was hoping to receive
information about their health sooner.
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"More than 200 detainees are reported to be participating in the hunger strike and, according to the US, some
detainees have been admitted to hospital and some are being fed through intravenous means or with feeding tubes,"
he said.

"Some of our clients participated in the hunger strike that took place in June and July of this year and, therefore, we
believe they are participating in this hunger strike as well.

"In fact, on the first day of our July visit to Guantanamo Bay, Essa Al Murbati was in the hospital as a result of
participating in the hunger strike. 

"When we met with him on the following day he was unable to do anything more than lie in his cell. 

"Our clients told us that if the promises made by the government to stop the earlier hunger strike were not kept, a
subsequent hunger strike would be undertaken that would not stop until detainees died.

"We believe that the detainees are now undertaking this hunger strike."

Mr Colangelo-Bryan is now asking for Bahrain's Foreign Ministry to help him retrieve information on the status of his
Bahraini clients. The attorney wants to know: the identity of any of his clients who have participated in the current
hunger strike; the physical condition of any clients who have participated; and the medical treatment that clients have
received, including whether they have been admitted to hospital or fed through intravenous means or with a feeding
tube.

The Bahraini detainees are Mr Al Murbati, Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi, Adel Kamel
Hajee, Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al Naimi. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9801 SOURCE: Gulf News

Bahrain to Inquire About Gitmo Detainees

Mazen Mahdi, Arab News 
  
MANAMA, 29 September 2005 — Bahraini officials said yesterday they will be inquiring about six Bahraini detainees
held at the Guantanamo Bay detention center in Cuba after hunger strike reports.

Detainees’ lawyers had expressed concern that some of their clients were taking part in a hunger strike of extended
duration.

The lawyers sent a letter to the Bahraini Foreign Ministry late Tuesday asking them to inquire about their clients’
health.

The move came after US authorities refused to answer requests for information concerning the six and barred
communication until the lawyers’ fourth scheduled visit to the camp, set for Oct. 13.

Lawyer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan said he was concerned about the physical condition of his clients after some
participated in an earlier hunger strike that required hospitalization for at least one detainee.
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“Our clients told us that if the promises made by the (US) government to stop the earlier hunger strike were not kept,
a subsequent hunger strike would be undertaken that would not stop until detainees died,” Colangelo-Bryan said in a
statement. “We believe that the detainees are now undertaking this hunger strike.”

Nabeel Rajab, the former vice president of the now dissolved Bahrain Center for Human Rights, said the detainees
during their June-July hunger strike had put forward six demands to improve their conditions, expressing at the same
time strong conviction that these are the same demands fueling the present hunger strike.

Bahraini Assistant Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs Sheikh Abdul Aziz ibn Mubarak Al-Khalifa said: “We intend to
have the inquiries about the detainees’ health presented to the US authorities by Thursday.”

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9795 SOURCE: Arab News

September 30, 2005

Guantanamo Like Nazi Camps

In the Egyptian government daily Al-Ahram, columnist Mustafa Sami writes that the U.S. Navy detention camp at
Guantanamo Bay is like the Nazi camps of the previous century. 

The following are excerpts from his column: [1] 

"The anti-black racism exposed by Hurricane Katrina is not the only disgrace hounding the Bush administration in the
U.S. There is another disgrace that the world is talking about, which concerns the 600 prisoners at the Guantanamo
camp, and which has greatly damaged the reputation of the American democracy. 

"This can be called the first massacre of the 21st century; it is being perpetrated by the Bush administration against
200 Muslims, mostly Arabs, who have been hunger-striking for the past three weeks. This premeditated crime is
taking place before the eyes of the [entire] world, but not a single conscience has awakened to demand that the
slaughter be halted and that these prisoners be rescued from death. 

"This murderous crime runs counter to all laws, conventions, and moral standards, [yet] none [stand up to] defend its
victims. In the future, it will leave its dark marknot only on the forehead of the Bush administration, but also on the
faces of several Arab governments – [since] more than 80% of the prisoners and hunger strikers in this concentration
camp are their subjects. 

"This camp takes us back to the time of Nazi persecution of innocent people in the early 1940s. The U.S., which in the
20th century played a major role with the Allies in closing down the Nazi camps and liberating Europe from the Nazi
massacres, has, in the early 21st century, reestablished a detention camp in Cuba, which is very much like the Nazi
camps, and where they [incarcerate] those whom they label enemy combatants. 

"During the past four years, 10% of the Guantanamo prisoners have committed suicide, which is the highest suicide
rate among prisoners anywhere in the world! 

"According to American press reports, and statements by camp commanders, the 200 hunger-striking prisoners are in
danger of dying, since their health deteriorated in the third week [of the strike]. Despite efforts by those in charge of
the camp to force-feed them... while they were bound hand and foot to their beds, their health continues to
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deteriorate, while they insist on continuing their strike – since death has become the hope and desire of every
prisoner. 

"Where are the Arab human rights organizations – both civil and governmental – that we read about in the papers
every day, and whose number has greatly increased in the past decade? Why aren't they standing up and cooperating
with the [similar] organizations in the U.S. and in Europe, and why aren't they demanding that the prisoners be
released or brought to a fair trial... after four years of inhuman and immoral torture and abuse? Isn't it the role of
these organizations to protect the human rights of the Arab people?" 

[1] Al-Ahram (Egypt), September 27, 2005. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9823 SOURCE: MEMRI

October 1, 2005

Press Release: Guantanamo Bay Hunger Strikes

Human Rights First is deeply troubled by the repeated hunger strikes by detainees at the U.S. Naval Base at
Guantanamo Bay – the latest symptom of the policy confusion surrounding the legal status of those held at the Base.
Justice, fair play, and respect for the rule of law are at the core of America’s most basic values, and the United States
should act promptly to bring operations at Guantanamo back in line with those standards. 

Attorneys who have recently visited detainees at the Base report that as many as 200 detainees have participated in
the latest hunger strike, with 15 detainees hospitalized and at least thirteen detainees being forcibly fed intravenous
fluids. Yet many of the details remain unclear. Most families with sons, husbands or fathers at Guantanamo have no
way of knowing whether their relatives are participating in the strike, or what their current conditions are. 

Meanwhile, over a year since the Supreme Court confirmed the detainees’ right to contest the lawfulness of their
detentions in a court, the government continues to oppose efforts to provide the detainees a full and fair opportunity
before a judge. Various processes created after the Supreme Court’s decisions, such as Combatant Status Review
Tribunals and Administrative Review Panels fail to satisfy the Court’s ruling. The government also continues to place
constant burdens on the effective assistance of counsel, including six-week delays of mail delivery, frequent failure to
deliver detainee mail to attorneys, no phone communication, and significant limitations on attorney’s access to their
clients. The Defense Department should permit court proceedings to take place consistent with U.S. legal obligations.

In addition, U.S. policy still in place at Guantanamo continues to authorize interrogation techniques such as sleep
adjustment, dietary manipulation, prolonged isolation and extreme environmental manipulation that may alone or in
combination amount to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. The most recent Defense Department
investigation into Guantanamo practices confirmed the authorization of techniques that included sexual humiliation,
the use of dogs, isolation for periods of up to 160 days, forced nudity and tying a detainee to a leash. Such practices
must come to an immediate halt. Interrogation policy should be brought into compliance with longstanding U.S.
military doctrine that was in accordance with the laws of war, human rights law and the Uniform Code of Military
Justice. For those who are suffering the adverse effects of such treatment, or are participating in hunger strikes, the
government must attend to their medical needs in a way consistent with professional medical ethics guidelines, and
must keep their families regularly informed of their loved ones’ conditions. 

For more information about Human Rights First’s work to address the human rights effects of U.S. national security
policy, please visit our website here:
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http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/us_law/etn/index.asp

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9837 SOURCE: Human Rights First

Gitmo's Hunger Strikers

Clive Stafford Smith
 
"I am slowly dying in this solitary prison cell," says Omar Deghayes, a British refugee and Guantánamo Bay prisoner.
"I have no rights, no hope. So why not take my destiny into my own hands, and die for a principle?" 

This magazine goes to press on the forty-ninth day of the Guantánamo hunger strike. In 1981 near Belfast, Bobby
Sands and nine other members of the IRA starved themselves to death. The prisoners had insisted that they be
treated as POWs rather than criminals. They died before the British government accepted that its use of kangaroo
courts and its policy of "criminalization" did not just betray democratic principles; these methods functioned as the
most persuasive recruiting sergeant the IRA ever had. How soon these lessons are forgotten. Three and a half years
of internment without trial in Guantánamo, and any US claim to be the standard-bearer of the rule of law has
dissolved. 

But there are two important distinctions between the experience of Sands and Omar Deghayes: The US military has
insisted on secrecy regarding Guantánamo, and the US media have been compliant in their apathy. Despite the
traditional British hostility to free speech, every moment of Bobby Sands's decline was broadcast live. In contrast,
nothing we lawyers learn from our Guantánamo clients can be revealed until it passes the US government censors.
Thus, two weeks went by before the public even knew there was a hunger strike, and the military has been allowed to
dissemble on the details since. 

 
From its inception, Guantánamo has relied on a soldier-speak that is replete with half-truths and distortions. In 2002
there was a ripple of concern at the number of Guantánamo detainees trying to take their own lives. The military then
announced that suicide attempts had radically declined. It took a foreign journalist to expose the truth: The very word
"suicide" had been replaced by the authorities with the term Manipulative Self-Injurious Behavior (SIB)--and there
were still plenty of SIBs. The military was lying by semantics. 

Similar dissimulation is taking place around the Guantánamo hunger strike, which began June 28. It was suspended
July 28, when the military promised various concessions, terrified at the public relations prospect of having six
prisoners in the hospital within forty-eight hours of death. The strike started again on August 11, because the
detainees concluded that the military had broken its promises. 

Defense Secretary Rumsfeld has insisted that the Guantánamo prisoners are being treated in a manner "consistent"
with the Geneva Conventions. To end their hunger strike, the detainees ask simply that they be treated in a manner
"consistent with the Geneva Conventions." If Rumsfeld is telling the truth, why would the prisoners have to starve
themselves to death? 

The Conventions mandate that, unless convicted of a crime, "prisoners of war may not be held in close confinement."
In Camp V each detainee is held in a Supermax solitary cell, hermetically sealed from all human contact, allowed out
for just one hour each week. The detainees there include juveniles and even Sami Al Laithi, held for more than four
months in his wheelchair after being found innocent by the US military's own biased tribunals. 

The Conventions forbid coercive interrogations. The prisoners reasonably objected when, on August 5, Hisham Sliti
had a mini-refrigerator thrown at him by an interrogator nicknamed King Kong. 

10



The Conventions guarantee the free exercise of religion. So why, the detainees demand, haven't they been allowed to
meet with an imam for three years? Why is collective prayer curtailed? And why was a Yemeni prisoner recently
beaten and his Koran trampled because he asked to finish his prayers before responding to a guard's demand? 

The conclusion is inescapable: The detainees have a series of valid complaints, and Rumsfeld is not telling the truth. 

Governments did learn one lesson from Bobby Sands: He is famous because he died. The US military is determined
not to allow its prisoners to make this ultimate, tragic political statement. Thus, the military admits to force-feeding
prisoners. Recently its spin doctors changed the phrase to "assisted feeding," another attempt to hide the truth of
what is going on. During the July hunger strike, prisoners tore the needles out of their arms to prevent drip-feeding,
so the military is now using nose tubes. They assure us that none of the twenty-one people in the Guantánamo
hospital will be able to kill himself. 

But someone committed to self-starvation could easily remove such a tube, if he had any freedom of movement. So
we can surmise that there is a line of twenty-one hospital beds, each with a prisoner held tight in four-point restraints.
His head must be strapped down, immobile, and forcible sedation seems probable. Hardly the image evoked by the
term "assisted feeding." 

Deprived of legal rights, the Guantánamo detainees must rely on public scrutiny to protect them. This is also true for
detainees in Iraq, where the United States has acknowledged it is bound by Geneva, but where soldiers recently
interviewed by Human Rights Watch describe systemic humiliation and torture, encouraged by military higher-ups.
The only lasting solution is for the United States to practice what it preaches, rather than hide its hypocrisy behind a
smokescreen of secrecy and semantics. Human rights enforcement is the most effective counterterrorism measure the
US government can take, and deep down its leaders have always known this. The United States signed the Geneva
Conventions more than fifty years ago. Surely Rumsfeld has had enough time to work out how to apply them.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9820 SOURCE: The Nation.com

October 2, 2005

US Plays Down Guantanamo Strike

Hunger-striking detainees at the US detention centre at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba are fasting because they are
attempting to get media attention, a senior US army official has said. 

Some detainees have been on hunger strike for nearly two months, apparently in protest over conditions and their
alleged mistreatment at the camp. 

Lt Col Jeremy Martin told BBC World Service's Outlook programme that the technique of "voluntary fasting" is
"consistent with al-Qaeda training" and "reflects detainees attempts to elicit media attention". 

But a relative of one of the hunger strikers said he was doing it for a reason that they cannot reveal due to legal
restrictions imposed by the US. 

'Valuable information' 

Details of the hunger strike, the second this year, emerged in statements which were declassified by the US
authorities earlier this month, and given to a British human rights lawyer who represents some of the detainees. 
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Lt Col Martin said 29 detainees were involved in the hunger strike, all of whom were being "closely monitored" by the
guards and medical personnel. 

"There are currently 20 detainees in the hospital. The detainees are clinically stable and will continue to receive
nutrition and fluids as needed," he said. 

 He insisted that detainees were well treated. They are given culturally appropriate food and drink and are allowed to
practice their religion, he said. They are given clothing, shelter and health care and are allowed to send and receive
mail. 

He said that holding the detainees provided "valuable information in the war on terror". 

"Many of these enemy combatants are highly trained, dangerous members of al-Qaeda, its related terrorist networks,
and the former Taleban regime," he said. 

"This unprecedented body of information has expanded our understanding of al-Qaeda and other terrorist
organisations and continues to prove valuable. 

"Our intelligence and law enforcement communities continue to develop leads, comprehensive assessments, and
intelligence products based on information detainees provide." 

The first hunger strike, in June, ended after the authorities made promises including better access to books and
bottled drinking water. 

Torture allegations 

But some of the detainees have since claimed they were tricked into eating again. 

The sister of one of the hunger strikers told Outlook she was "very concerned" for his health. 

 
Some detainees relations allege serious abuse in Guantanamo Bay 
Aamani DeGhayes, whose brother Omar was captured in Pakistan, said he had been in Guantanamo for almost four
years and she was sure his health "is not all that great, because the kind of treatment they've been giving them -
they've not been allowed water for a very long time". 

Aamani said the precise reason for her brother's hunger strike cannot be revealed. 

"There's a classification system for censorship, and even his lawyer is not allowed to speak about these things unless
it's been declassified," she said. 

She said a friend typed in her name into the internet search engine Google, and showed her her brother's name on a
site detailing America's Most Wanted list. 
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The site also said he was wanted in connection with a terrorist training video filmed in Chechnya. Aamani maintains
her brother has never been to Chechnya. 

She said she had still not been told directly what her brother is accused of, although her mother receives heavily
censored notes from him. 

Aamani said Omar's lawyer had told them "horrific" details of his alleged torture. 

"There's a lot of torture that he's gone through," she said. 

"The main one that was very shocking was the fact that he's been blinded in his eye. 

"They sprayed his eyes with pepper mace, and then they poked him in the eye. Apparently they were being egged on
by the others, according to his account." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9851 SOURCE: BBC News
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