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16 Pakistanis in Guantanamo

By Our Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD, July 16: The US authorities have confirmed that there are 16 Pakistanis being held in the Guantanamo 
Bay detention centre, including Karachi-based businessman Saifullah Paracha who allegedly provided financial support 
to Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, according to a source in the interior ministry.

The source said on Sunday that Paracha was picked up from an area bordering Afghanistan.

According to an official, a delegation to be headed by National Crisis Management Cell (NCMC) director Colonel Imran 
will visit the Cuba-based Guantanamo Bay prison on July 20 to ascertain the exact number of Pakistani inmates and 
initiate the process for their repatriation.

He said Islamabad had not been provided an exact number of Pakistanis detained in Guantanamo but it was expected 
that the figure must be over 50. Most of them were arrested in Afghanistan, he said.

There are about 490 detainees in the Guantanamo Bay centre.

The official said 67 Pakistanis had already returned from the detention centre and said the US authorities had 
reportedly asked Islamabad to keep vigilant eye on those people. Some of them are said to have been put in jails to 
keep them from re-indulging in terrorist activities.

DELEGATION TO KABUL: Another delegation will leave for Kabul on Monday to seek release of Pakistani prisoners from 
Afghan jails, said Interior Ministry Additional Secretary Qamar Zaman, who will be heading the delegation.

It is believed that more than 1,000 Pakistani prisoners were in Afghanistan and some had been shifted from there to 
the Guantanamo Bay centre.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15305  SOURCE: Dawn.com

Families Renew Calls for Release of Gitmo Relatives

Mazen Mahdi, Arab News 
  
MANAMA, 17 July 2006 — Families of Bahraini and Saudi detainees have renewed calls to release their relatives and 
close down the US detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The plea was made during a protest held on Saturday in front of the UN House in Manama, where 100 orange 
balloons, the color of jumpsuits that some detainees wear at the camp, were released into the air.

“We still have three of our sons in the jails of Hitler of our time, Bush,” Mohammed Khaled, a member of the Bahraini 
National Assembly, told the gathering. 

Khaled, who criticized the US for holding the detainees with no charges and for supporting Israeli efforts to secure the 
release of its captured soldiers in Gaza and Lebanon, said that the detainees in Guantanamo were no less valuable to 
Bahrainis.
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“This gathering comes at a time when there are cries for help from the children of Iraq, Palestine and more recently 
Lebanon,” he said. “Our message to Bush is that, like it is important to the Zionists to secure the release of the 
captured Israeli soldiers, it is important to us, if not more important, to secure the release of our sons.”

Sons of Bahraini detainee Isa Al-Murbati following the protest issued a letter to Bush asking for their father’s release, 
while a brother of Saudi detainee Ahmed Al-Dorbai called for the release of his sibling.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15301  SOURCE: Arab News

July 18, 2006

UN Rights Panel Focuses on US Record

US officials on Monday faced their second grilling in two months by United Nations human rights experts on alleged 
violations of international law in the fight against terrorism.

The 18-member UN human rights committee, which oversees countries' compliance with the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, made it clear that it did not accept US arguments that the covenant did not apply to US 
actions abroad.

Human rights groups argue that the US is failing to respect key provisions of the covenant in its "war on terror", 
especially in relation to the detention without charge of thousands of non-US nationals held in prisons in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Guantánamo Bay and secret locations.

Alleged abuses documented by Amnesty International, among other groups, and submitted to the human rights 
committee include torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary detention, "disappearances" and "extraordinary" renditions of 
terror suspects to countries known to practise torture.

Sir Nigel Rodley, a UK expert on the committee and a former UN torture envoy, said prolonged secret detention was 
an egregious violation of the covenant and he was "dismayed and astonished" that the US was apparently carrying out 
a "practice of such extravagant enormity".

The two-day hearing, 11 years after Washington's first appearance before the human rights committee in 1995, 
follows a similar session in May before the UN committee against torture. The human rights committee is due to 
release its conclusions and recommendations, which are not binding, at the end of this month. 

The US administration says the covenant, adopted by the UN in 1966, applies only to US territory but the committee, 
in common with other international legal bodies, argues that it applies wherever the US has jurisdiction, including 
military bases abroad. The US ratified the covenant, to which 156 states are party, in 1992.

Washington is also under fire for certain domestic policies and practices that civil liberties organisations claim violate 
the covenant. These include the execution of the mentally ill, the alleged discriminatory response to Hurricane Katrina 
and the rebuilding of New Orleans, harsh and abusive prison conditions and the sentencing of juveniles to life without 
parole.

Matthew Waxman, the State Department official heading the large US inter-agency team despatched to Geneva, said 
the US was proud of its human rights record, while recognising there was always more to be done.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15333  SOURCE: Financial Times via MSNBC.com
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Former JAG Bryant Supports Bush on Guantanamo Issue

By Christine Buttorff, News Correspondent
   
U.S. Senate candidate and former military attorney Ed Bryant says he supports President Bush’s version of military 
tribunals in dealing with detainees being held by the U.S. government in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Bryant served for six years in the military in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG), from January 1973 to 
December 1978. Many JAG officers today, however, oppose Bush on this matter. 

“I think we’re in a war right now and the president has exceptional powers in that situation,” Bryant said while 
shaking hands with early voters in Nashville on Friday. 

Bryant is campaigning for the Republican nomination for the seat of Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist.

Last week, six current and former JAG officers testified before the Senate’s Armed Services Committee, saying 
Congress should use the rules of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ), which is used by the armed services in 
court martial proceedings. JAG officers are the attorneys for the armed services, and many are opposed to the White 
House’s military tribunal system that was struck down by the Supreme Court in late June.

In what has become a contentious issue in recent weeks between the White House and Congress, lawmakers are 
facing the challenge of either approving the president’s military tribunal system to try detainees, or creating a 
different version based on the UCMJ.

Bryant sides with Bush, noting, “I’d rather have that resort than somehow they get released and put back in the world 
population.”

Bryant added that the UCMJ would give detainees too many rights.

The court ruled that the Bush administration’s system of military tribunals is unconstitutional because it doesn’t 
conform to the UCMJ. The court also ruled the military tribunals system violates the Third Geneva Convention because 
the tribunal could convict the defendant without showing evidence used in the case.  

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15331  SOURCE: Nashville CityPaper.com

Lawyers Urged To Speak Out About Hicks's Treatment

The New South Wales Director of Public Prosecutions, Nicholas Cowdery QC, has urged the legal community to speak 
out about the treatment of Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks.

Speaking last night to more than 100 members of Newcastle's legal community, on the NSW central coast, Mr 
Cowdery reiterated his concerns about the continued detention of Hicks, saying his treatment was an unprincipled 
disgrace.

He described recent criticism by Foreign Minister Alexander Downer that he, Mr Cowdery, should "stick to his job", as 
offensive and patronising.

"My job is intricately bound up with the protection and the observance of the rule of law, so I see being concerned 
about, holding views about and expressing those views about David Hicks as being part of my responsibilities," he 
said.

Mr Cowdery urged more public debate, saying politicians could not ignore continued calls for Hicks to be brought back 
to Australia.

Hicks, originally from Adelaide, has been held at Guantanamo Bay since 2002.
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The 30-year-old convert to Islam was captured in Afghanistan where he allegedly fought alongside the ruling Taliban 
against US-led forces who invaded after the terrorist attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001.

He faces charges of conspiracy, attempted murder by an unprivileged belligerent and aiding the enemy. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15329  SOURCE: ABC Australia

Pakistan Seeks A Count of Its Men in Gitmo, Afghan Jails

Islamabad - Pakistan estimates that at least 50 of its citizens are held in the United States’ Guantanamo Bay jail in 
Cuba while some 1,000 have been languishing in Afghan jails for the past more than four years.

Sixty-seven Pakistanis have been released from Guantanamo Bay, some of whom pleaded innocent and levelled 
charges of torture by the American military captors.

The Dawn newspaper said the US has asked Pakistan to keep a vigilant eye on them.

While those arrested are civilians, Pakistan was able to rescue all its serving and retired officers and soldiers who were 
involved in aiding the Taliban regime in Afghanistan. A large number of them were airlifted from Konduz in 
Afghanistan in the first week of December 2001 as the Taliban forces began to retreat.

The US authorities have confirmed that there are 16 Pakistanis being held in the Guantanamo Bay detention centre, 
including Karachi-based businessman Saifullah Paracha who allegedly provided financial support to Al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden, Dawn said, quoting an interior ministry source.

Paracha was picked up from an area bordering Afghanistan.

A delegation to be headed by National Crisis Management Cell (NCMC) director Colonel Imran will visit the 
Guantanamo Bay prison Thursday to ascertain the exact number of Pakistani inmates and initiate the process for their 
repatriation.

Another delegation will leave for Kabul on Monday to seek the release of Pakistani prisoners from Afghan jails, said 
Interior Ministry Additional Secretary Qamar Zaman, who will be heading the delegation.

It is believed that more than 1,000 Pakistani prisoners are in Afghanistan, and some had been shifted from there to 
the Guantanamo Bay centre.

Zaman said Islamabad had not been provided an exact number of Pakistanis detained in Guantanamo but it was 
expected that the figure must be over 50. Most of them were arrested in Afghanistan, he said. 

There are about 490 detainees in the Guantanamo Bay centre.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15325  SOURCE: Indianews.com

July 20, 2006

Mulla Zaeef Unveils US Brutality at Guantanamo Prison

As the chopper touchdown Bagram Airbase I was thrown out of the helicopter and with the words "This is the big one" 
the Americans started kicking and slapping me violently, says Mulla Abdus Salam Zaeef, the last ambassador of 
Taliban government to Islamabad, in his recently published book ‘Da Guantanamo Anzoor' (The picture of 
Guantanamo).  
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Abdul Salam Zaeef was arrested by security agencies of Pakistan on January 3, 2002 and handed over to US agencies. 
He was freed from the US detention facility at Guantanamo Bay on September 12, 2005 and since then he has been 
living in Kabul, capital of Afghanistan. 

Mulla Abdus Salam Zaeef wrote the book in Pashto language in which he unveils the brutality of US forces being 
meted out to prisoners at Guantamao and other US detention centres in Afghanistan. 

Following are the excerpts from his book: 

When I was being handed over to Americans some people suddenly attacked me and started kicking, slapping and 
blowing me of their fists. The clothes I was wearing was torn into pieces with knives and I was made naked. 

As the US soldiers were beating me, the strip tied over my eyes got loosened and I saw Pakistan's army personnel 
were also standing there.  Later they shifted me to another airport and from there to a ship in the sea where I was 
beaten inhumanly. After spending a few days in the ship they airlifted me to Bagram Airbase. 

As soon as the chopper toucheddown the Bagram Airbase, I was thrown of the helicopter and with the words "This is 
the big one", the Americans unleashed a string of kicks and slaps and blow of fists on me. The snow was falling, they 
threw me in the snow, five or six people sat on me and started beating me by singing "US is the house of justice, 
supporter of justice and wants justice for every one". I fell unconscious and when opened eyes I found my self in a big 
room. 

During our shifting to Kandahar from Bagram Airbase, the prisoners were tied with plastic ropes with each others like 
camels. In Kandahar they once again threw me in the mud and started kicking and slapping me mercilessly. Other 
prisoners were also in the same situation. As they were tearing my clothes with knife I thought they would slaughter 
me this time. 

The investigations was started and the bags, they had forced us to wear on heads, was removed and we found all of 
our prisoners colleagues in very disgraceful and shocking condition as all of us were naked and the US male and 
female soldiers were staring and laughing at us. 

The block where I was kept in Guantanamo prison was very small and we were given only a single underwear to wear. 

The holy Quran was desecrated 10 to 12 times in Guantanamo prison during my presence. The administrators there 
had also admitted that a prisoner told him that once during the search a copy of the Holy fell down from him which 
was picked up by a dog of the American solider in the mouth. I shouted Allah-o-Akbar (God is Great), the dog put the 
Holy on the earth and US female soldier threw the holy Quran towards me which fell in the toilet. 

Several incidents of the desecration of Holy Quran were also happened at Kandahar Airport. 

Once we were shifted to a nearby place in Kandahar Airport and all the prisoners were undressed, tied, divided into 
groups of seven people and were forcefully given a bath under the open sky. 

In Kandahar they used to give us food which they had prepared for their troops in Second World War. Some time they 
use to give us food mixed with pig's meat. Groups of ten people were forced to use a single toilet and once we were 
not given the toilet paper and water to clean ourselves and forced us to eat food with out washing hands. 

At Kandahar Airport I was brought to a doctor after I felt pain in eyes. The doctor asked me why you are feeling pain 
in the eyes. I replied, "They have beaten me severely". As soon as I uttered these words the doctor slapped me 
brutally across the face and said, "Why are you complaining." 

Similarly, once a barber was cutting my hair when I moved my head a little he slapped me so severely across the face 
that it remembered me of the slap I received from the doctor. 

Mulla Muhammad Fazel who had also been jailed in Guantanamo prison was requesting for medical treatment for 
continuously one year but his request was declined which forced him to observe hunger strike for 16 days. 

As a punishment Mulla Muhammad Fazel was locked in air-conditioned room with -1 degree centigrade temperature. 
He was given this punishment for continuously 41 days. 

There are five camps in the Guantanamo. Condition in Camp No. 5 is very worst and dreadful while the Camp No. 4 is 
a little bet good because delegations of journalists and other people used to visit this cam. 
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One day a guard told a prisoner that a delegation consisting of member of US Congress and brother of former US 
president Canady will visit their Camp. We were locked in the rooms so that we could not tell any thing to the visiting 
delegation but despite that we started rising slogans. The administrators as a punishment shifted 20 prisoners to 
another camp. 

On several occasions we were not allowed to offer prayers and wash mouth and face for several months. 

The food given to prisoners in Guantanamo prison was unhygienic and even not enough and in some cells the hands 
of the prisoners had been tied behind (back) and they were forced to move backward (reverse) to collect food and 
they were not given another plate of food if it falls. 

On an occasion in Bagram Airbase were kept in separate room. Later we got to know that a delegation of Red Cross 
had arrived there and we were kept in the separate room so that the officials of Red Cross could not see us. 

Some prisoners, who had become mentally ill owing to severe punishment, had been kept in separate place at 
Guantanamo and they were given such punishment that was even not acceptable to Americans. 

The guards in Guantanamo prison often use abusive and uncivilized language for prisoners. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15373

  

New Talks To Free Bahrani Detainees

BAHRAIN Human Rights Watch Society (BHRWS) representatives held at meeting with US Ambassador William Monroe 
at the Embassy, in Zinj, to discuss the release of three remaining Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay.

BHRWS secretary general Houda Nonoo and regional and international relations director Faisal Fulad also discussed 
the group's upcoming activities with Mr Monroe.

The society thanked the US authorities for the release of three Bahraini detainees last November and expressed its 
appreciation for the efforts of the Foreign Ministry and Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in Bahrain towards 
the release. 

"The BHRWS sincerely hopes that through efforts exerted by different parties the three remaining Bahrainis will return 
home and be able to be integrated into the society," said Mr Fulad.

"We are very much concerned about their health and any violation of their rights in the prison." 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15372  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Hicks Outcry Falling on Deaf Ears, Father Says

The father of Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks says he is afraid public outcry against his son's detention is 
continuing to fall on deaf ears.

More than 400 people have signed an open letter that will be sent to the Prime Minister John Howard calling for 
Hicks's release.

Another 35,000 have signed an online petition.

Hicks's father, Terry, says Australians are becoming more concerned about his son's situation.

"If the public are made aware of what's happening and you can get them on side, they can then exert a lot of 
pressure on the Government through petitions and letters," he said.
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"So all this adds up and surely the Government can now fare well, that's 35,000-plus that probably won't vote for 
[them] next year."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15369  SOURCE: ABC.net.au

 
Thousands Sign Petition-Demanding Release of Australian From 
Guantanamo

SYDNEY - More than 35,000 people have signed a petition demanding the release of an Australian terror suspect held 
at Guantanamo Bay for more than four years, the campaign organizer said on Thursday.

Brett Solomon, executive director of the group GetUp! Urged Prime Minister John Howard to repatriate David Hicks, 
31, a former Australian cowboy accused of fighting alongside the ousted Taliban regime in Afghanistan.

The organization took out full-page advertisements in national newspapers across Australia Thursday demanding 
justice for Hicks. The statement was signed by dozens of members of parliament, lawyers and trade unionists.

“Why is Australia the only Western country that hasn’t removed its citizen from Guantanamo Bay?” the advert said.

Solomon questioned why Howard’s government had left Hicks languishing in the US military camp, when Britain had 
secured the release of its nine citizens.

“With the recent US Supreme Court decision that the process to try Hicks is completely flawed, we now need from our 
prime minister a timetable as to what he will do to stop Hicks rotting in jail for another four-and-a-half years,” he 
said.

Hicks was captured in Afghanistan in December 2001.

The former ranch-hand, or “jackeroo” in the Australian outback, was one of a handful of Guantanamo detainees 
scheduled to face a special military tribunal.

The Muslim convert was charged with conspiracy to commit war crimes, attempted murder and aiding the enemy after 
allegedly training in Al-Qaeda camps in Afghanistan.

But the US Supreme Court ruled last month that the tribunals violated the Geneva Convention and US military law.

US President George W. Bush’s administration is now working with Congress to pass a new law allowing the 
government to try the prisoners by military commissions.

Howard’s government has repeatedly said Hicks must face trial and has refused to intervene on his behalf. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15368  SOURCE: Khaleej Times

More Saudis to be Freed from Guantanamo Soon

By Turki Al-Saheil

Riyadh, Asharq Al-Awsat-- More Saudi detainees in Guantanamo Bay are expected to be returned to Saudi Arabia, a 
senior source told Asharq al Awsat on Wednesday. 

Kateb al Shamri, the legal representative of Saudi detainees at the US military base in Cuba, said a new group of 
detainees will be released in the coming weeks, but did not indicate how many. 
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In June, 14 detainees were sent home to Saudi Arabia, bring the total of Saudis returned to the Kingdom to 38. The 
release of detainees in part of an ongoing US effort to repatriate all Saudi detainees in Cuba, who have not been 
charged with terrorism related crimes. 

Some 450 detainees remain in Guantanamo Bay. 

Meanwhile, the National Association for Human Rights is seeking to appoint to US lawyers to represent two Saudi 
citizens in the US military base in Cuba who have appeared in front of a military tribunal. 

Al Shamri has asked the committee defending Saudi detainees to appoint lawyers for Ghassan al Shirbi and Gebran al 
Qahtani, after the Supreme Court ruled that the Bush administration did not have the authority to try terrorism 
suspects by military tribunals. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15365  SOURCE: Asharq Alawsat

White House Outlines Plan For Guantanamo Trials

By Vicki Allen

WASHINGTON, July 19 (Reuters) - The White House outlined a plan on Wednesday to try foreign terrorism suspects 
that lawmakers said would combine the military commissions the U.S. Supreme Court declared illegal with provisions 
to increase suspects' legal rights.

White House national security adviser Stephen Hadley and Attorney General Alberto Gonzales met at the Capitol with 
top Senate Republicans, hoping to push a bill through Congress this fall to meet the court's demands for fair trials for 
suspects held at the U.S. naval facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Senators said the White House would send language for a bill in the next week or two and that it would not press 
Congress to simply ratify the military commissions President George W. Bush established after the Sept. 11 attacks.

But Republican Sens. John McCain of Arizona and Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, who want to base the new rules 
on the military code of justice that would significantly expand detainees' rights, dodged questions on whether they 
were satisfied with the White House approach.

"We'll be having more discussions," McCain said.

Bush has faced criticism at home and abroad for the indefinite detention and allegations of mistreatment of detainees, 
mostly picked up in the war in Afghanistan. The court struck down his trial system for failing to meet U.S. and 
international laws.

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman John Warner, whose panel will be key in crafting the legislation, said the 
White House proposal was "a work in progress."

"You'll find, I think, a blending of the UCMJ (Uniformed Code of Military Justice) and the commission principles," 
Warner said. The Virginia Republican said there would likely be a "whole separate new part of the code written to 
provide a means to render justice."

The administration had appeared split on the issue, with Gonzales taking a hard line for Congress to ratify Bush's 
existing system as Hadley considered accepting more of the military code.

GENEVA CONVENTION

Arizona Republican Sen. Jon Kyl said the White House was now united "behind an approach." but declined to describe 
it.

Texas Republican Sen. John Cornyn said some discussion in the roughly hourlong meeting centered on applying the 
Geneva Convention's requirement for humane treatment of prisoners to interrogations.

U.S. military judge advocates general, appearing before the Senate Armed Services Committee last week, said the 
United States could follow the Geneva Conventions and successfully conduct the war on terrorism.
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But Defense and Justice Department officials last week pressed Congress to clarify language barring humiliating and 
degrading treatment they said was vague and could impede interrogations.

At a Senate Armed Services hearing earlier on Wednesday, Republicans showed divisions over the new trial rules.

Oklahoma Republican Sen. James Inhofe said the committee seemed bent on crafting a bill "that will afford more 
rights to enemy combatants than to our own soldiers."

Echoing a line Republicans have used against Democrats when accusing them of being weak on terrorism, Inhofe 
worried the Republican-led committee was reverting to a "pre-September 11th mind-set" by treating terrorism as a 
criminal act. "These are not criminals, they're terrorists," he said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15364  SOURCE: Reuters

   

July 21, 2006

Harassment of Suspects Has Eroded U.S. Standing - Lawyer

Speedwell Mupuchi
Lusaka

HARASSMENT of suspected terrorists and their continued detention without trial at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba has 
significantly eroded the US standing as a champion of human rights, a US lawyer has said.

Triplett Mackintosh, of Holland and Hart (legal firm), in an interview in Lusaka yesterday said if detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay were not allowed access to US legal protection, the US would have effectively allowed the war on 
terror to erode the legal institutions in the country.

He said arbitrary confinement of terror suspects was unconstitutional. Mackintosh explained that after the September 
11 attacks on the United States by suspected terrorists, the US administration rounded up suspects and kept them at 
Guantanamo Bay and determined that these would not be subject to any law.

He said as a result of that, private lawyers in the US teamed up to challenge President George Bush's administration 
over Guantanamo Bay detentions.

"At the core of Guantanamo Bay is a fundamental constitutional issue dealing with human rights. Lawyers generally do 
not know whether or not their clients are guilty of terror but want the rule of law to be followed," Mackintosh said.

He said so far, over 150 petitions by US law firms have been filed in the US Supreme Court.

He said the US administration was fighting hard to keep lawyers away from Guantanamo Bay in order to continue 
abusing detainees. Mackintosh, who said the Guantanamo detentions would stand as one of the single most 
international human rights issue of "our times", added that the private lawyers' actions resulted in a resounding 
defeat of the US administration stance on Guantanamo Bay. "These may be terrorists but we can't allow it to destroy 
our legal institution because if we don't allow them access to legal protection, effectively we have allowed the war on 
terror to erode the legal institution in the USA," he said.

Mackintosh said what was good was that ultimately the victor was the rule of law.

He said even with the political expedience related to Guantanamo Bay, the US Supreme Court had overruled torture 
as a means to extract evidence.
 
Mackintosh said there were about 450 detainees at Guantanamo, some of them were 16 years old and questioned 
how the arrests were made.

Mackintosh said circumstances of capture of the suspected terrorists were ambiguous.
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He said one of his clients was arrested in 2002 but has since been cleared by the US tribunal but could not be 
released. Mackintosh was hopeful that about 100 more detainees, especially from Saudi Arabia would be sent back to 
their homes. Mackintosh and his wife are on a private visit to Zambia

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15382  SOURCE: AllAfrica.com

White House Talking on Guantanamo Trials

By Vicki Allen

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Two key Republican senators said on Thursday they were optimistic they could reach an 
accord with the Bush administration to fix the system for trying foreign terror suspects struck down by U.S. Supreme 
Court.

"The collaboration processes are good. They're talking to a lot of people, including me," Sen. Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina said.

President George W. Bush wants to push a bill through Congress this fall to allow trials of suspects held at the U.S. 
naval facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, after the court said the military commissions Bush set up were not in accord 
with U.S. or international laws.

Administration officials in recent congressional hearings urged Congress to simply ratify the commissions system to 
give it legal backing, and the White House on Wednesday offered a rough plan that Senate aides said would largely 
preserve its system.

But Graham and Arizona Republican Sen. John McCain, who are pressing to expand suspects' legal rights under the 
U.S. military justice code, said the White House now appeared more willing to negotiate.

"We have no reason not to believe we can work this out in a satisfactory fashion to us and the Supreme Court," 
McCain said, striking a different tone than after Wednesday's meeting with Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and 
White House national security advisor Stephen Hadley.

"I know what I want the final product to look like, and I think we're not that far off," said Graham, who said he met 
again on Thursday with White House officials.

But changes pushed by McCain and Graham might face a stiff challenge in the House of Representatives, where many 
Republicans say terror suspects should not be afforded the same rights as uniformed prisoners of war.

House Republicans, along with a number of Senate Republicans, also argue that giving terrorism suspects' rights 
against self-incrimination and ready access to counsel would impede interrogations.

Democrats largely opposed Bush's military commissions, saying they were part of a flawed system of indefinite 
detention and mistreatment of detainees at Guantanamo that have weakened the United States' moral standing in the 
world.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15379  SOURCE: Reuters

Khadr Turns His Back on American Legal Help

Detainee wants to meet with Canadian lawyers 
Letters blamed on Toronto teen's state of mind

MICHELLE SHEPHARD
STAFF REPORTER
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Guantanamo Bay detainee Omar Khadr has written letters to his Canadian lawyers and mother, telling them he no 
longer wants help from the Washington attorneys who have advocated for his release, or the military lawyers who 
were appointed to defend him.

The 19-year-old former Toronto resident also requested that all court applications filed on his behalf be withdrawn and 
asked to meet with the two Edmonton-based lawyers who have been fighting for his rights in Canada, but who have 
not yet talked with him.

The letters were written earlier this month and brought to Canada by an official with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
who visited the teenager at the U.S. naval base in Cuba. 

His writing is filled with spelling and grammatical errors and without punctuation.

"i hope you are not mad on me and am not and will not and dont thank because im not writing you often its because 
the situation down here thes days but will write when it gets better and please dear mom don't be mad," he writes in 
the July 13 letter to his mother Maha Elsamnah, who lives in Toronto.

"i have fired all my American lawyer i think i'm better with out them and Allah is our defender and helper."

Edmonton-based lawyer Dennis Edney said yesterday that he would try to get to the navy base to visit Khadr, but that 
his transportation is dependent on the co-operation of the Canadian and U.S. governments and so far has been 
denied.

"He has been treated badly by the same U.S. authorities in Guantanamo Bay who have provided him with their own 
military lawyers to represent him," Edney said. "In those circumstances it must be difficult for him to trust anyone."

The letters came as a shock to Lt. Col. Colby Vokey who was appointed to defend Khadr and has just returned to the 
U.S. after travelling to Afghanistan, Toronto and Ottawa to meet with those who know the teenager. But Vokey said 
yesterday he wasn't surprised that Khadr would be suspicious of any Americans and said he thinks the teen's 
detainment, now back in solitary confinement, is taking a toll.

Khadr was one of 10 detainees at Guantanamo charged with war crimes for allegedly throwing a grenade that killed a 
U.S. soldier during a July 2002 battle in Afghanistan. The top U.S. court ruled last month that the military tribunals 
violate American and international law but the U.S. administration has said it will work with Congress to develop a 
new process. 

Calls to close Guantanamo got louder recently with the suicides of three of the 460 detainees.

"There have been the suicides, then the Supreme Court decision and he's held all alone. This is one confused kid down 
there," Vokey said.

Vokey intended to meet with Khadr this week but said he was told at the last minute that there wasn't a seat on the 
military flight he was scheduled to take. 

This is not the first time Khadr has said he wants to fire his lawyers. Last year, before Vokey was appointed, he wrote 
a similar letter saying he no longer wanted to meet with his non-military American lawyers Muneer Ahmad and Rick 
Wilson, who are also representing him at Guantanamo and in a civil case challenging the legality of his detention.

The lawyers later met him and said Khadr changed his mind and blamed his letter on the helplessness and 
desperation he felt at the time. 

Ahmad and Wilson have been concerned about Khadr's mental state for months and have been lobbying to get 
independent doctors to the base so he can be assessed. The Pentagon has refused the request, saying there are 
medical professionals at the camp who can treat him.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15378  SOURCE: Toronto Star

July 22, 2006 
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United States Publicly Rebuked by UN Human Rights Committee

GENEVA - The US delegation appearing before the UN Human Rights Committee was on Friday publicly rebuked for its 
supercilious attitude by the committee’s president.

Speaking to journalists during a briefing, Committee President Christine Chanet said the US delegation seemed to 
think that international law on matters of human rights did not apply to them beyond their territory.

However, said Chanet, the International Court of Justice and more recently the Supreme Court in the United States 
had clarified the applicability of international law on the United States.

The Committee, responsible for examining how each of the 156 UN member states adheres to the pact signed on civil 
and political rights, is currently scrutinizing the United States until the end of the month.

One of the issues being examined is the US detention centre at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

The US delegation had first refused to answer questions put to them and had then made it difficult for the Committee 
by providing answers at the last minute only in English, said Chanet.

The international jurist considered the Americans “isolated in their unilateral interpretation of international treaty law.”

“I also told them that the Committee is not just a recording chamber,” she added. “It is not just there to receive a 
report and record it like a court stenographer.”

The Committee is due to publish a full report when the hearing ends at the end of July. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15388  SOURCE: Khaleej Times

Lawyers Slam Guantanamo Seizures

From: Agence France-Presse From correspondents in Washington

LAWYERS for Guantanamo Bay detainees claim US authorities seized huge stocks of documents protected by laws on 
client-lawyer confidentiality while probing three suicides at the detention centre.

In more than 100 petitions filed with courts in Washington, they said US authorities launched an illegal investigation 
into the June 10 suicides to see how they had been prepared and whether new ones were being planned. 

In all, 500 kilograms of documents have been seized from lawyers and "war on terror" detainees during the 
investigation, the petitions said.

The Yemeni lawyers of five Guantanamo prisoners presented one document in which investigators argued before the 
Justice Department that "the attorney-client (relationship), while venerable, is not without limits."

"For four and a half years, our Government has done all exactly that was possible to prevent" a privileged attorney-
client relationship from being established, the five lawyers wrote.

They said documents had been seized from some 440 prisoners at the Cuba island centre, following a "guilty by 
association" theory without providing evidence that the detainees were somehow linked to the suicides.

The US Supreme Court ruled last month that tribunals planned by the Government for the detainees violated the 
Geneva Convention and US military law.

US President George W. Bush's administration is now working with Congress to pass a new law allowing the 
Government to try the prisoners by military commissions.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15385  SOURCE: News.com.au

12

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15385
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15388


More Legal Trouble at Gitmo

Exclusive: Salim Hamdan, fresh from his victory in the Supreme Court, now claims his legal notes were 
confiscated, in violation of attorney-client privilege

By BRIAN BENNETT AND ADAM ZAGORIN/WASHINGTON 

On Thursday July 6, eight days after winning an important victory in the Supreme Court, Salim Hamdan met with his 
lawyers in Guantanamo to discuss legal strategy. After polishing off his favorite meal of Jamaican jerk chicken, 
Hamdan took hand-written, Arabic notes on a page of yellow legal paper, as his lawyers outlined a series of strategic 
questions. After the meeting, Hamdan's notes were confiscated, according to a sworn affidavit given by Hamdan and 
obtained by TIME. 

In the previous weeks, the government had carted away over half a ton of similar materials from the cells of other 
prisoners — much of which, like Hamdan's notes, are protected by attorney-client privilege. "In these notes the 
government knows all of my future legal strategy," Hamdan writes in his affidavit. The government has said it seized 
the material as part of its investigation into the suicides of detainees at Guantanamo. 

"At midnight they took from me my notes that dealt with our future legal strategy and my questions," writes Hamdan, 
who was allegedly Osama bin Laden's driver. "I got mad and I called the guard in a raised voice because he was 
getting far away from me. At that moment the guard returned and took out a pepper spray can and put it in my face 
and demanded I be quiet and told me the discussion is over. I sat down complying with the guard's orders." 

This week in federal court in Washington, D.C., lawyers for Guantanamo detainees asked a federal judge to order the 
return of materials covered by the attorney client privilege and hold the government in contempt for having taken 
possession of them in the first place. Hamdan is not part of this filing. But given the Bush Administration's recent loss 
in the Hamdan case, this latest legal salvo represents another potentially embarrassing challenge to the Justice 
Department's strategy for Guantanamo. The Justice Department has filed its own motion requesting court-sanctioned 
procedures, including the use of a "filter team," to review the 1,100 pounds of seized detainee documents to ensure 
that materials relevant to the investigation "can be uncovered without inappropriately compromising privileged 
attorney-client communications," says Justice spokeswoman Kathleen Blomquist. 

The documents were seized as part of an investigation into the June 10 suicides of three detainees, according to 
papers filed by the government in federal court. But David Remes, author of one of the detainee filings, says that the 
rules set up to guide the attorney-client relationship at Guantanamo require that the government notify the court 
before any such seizures occur. No such notification was given until almost a month after the papers were taken. The 
government alleges that prisoners had planned the suicides in secret, using confidential lawyer-client papers to pass 
handwritten notes. 

But lawyers for some of the Guantanamo prisoners are now challenging the government's version of events. An 
affadavit filed by a lawyer for one detainee said: "Our client reported that he and many other detainees had their 
written materials seized more than ten days before the deaths of the three [suicides]" — nearly six weeks before 
Guantanamo authorities claimed that prisoner materials were impounded. If this claim were proven in court, it could 
undermine the government's contention that attorney-client materials were seized in the course of an investigation 
into the three prisoners deaths, and not before. 

The same legal filing asks that the government be ordered "to show cause why it should not be sanctioned for seizing 
and reviewing the prisoners' legal papers without notice to and approval by the Court . . . and failing to report its 
actions to the Court . . . until nearly a month after the fact." It also asks the judge to force the government to hand 
over the seized prisoner materials to their lawyers "immediately" — and have all "copies, summaries, descriptions and 
analyses" of that material in government possession destroyed. 

Rather than blaming only military authorities at Guantanamo for the seizure, the filing takes aim at the Justice 
Department as well, arguing that DOJ's, "failure to disclose the seizure . . . suggests that the Department was a full 
partner [in] the massive breach of the attorney-client privilege." Though it is uncertain how a federal court might rule 
on such a motion, in the past judges have upheld the right of Guantanamo prisoners to meet with lawyers, and have 
taken steps to design the procedures under which that should happen, including preservation of the attorney-client 
privilege. 

Hamdan's lawyers opted not to join the other detainees' filings on the seizure of handwritten notes while they see how 
the dust settles in the wake of the Supreme Court ruling. But, says Hamdan attorney Lt. Cmdr. Charles Swift, 
Hamdan's seized notes had nothing to do with the suicides and were not even written until weeks later but could be of 
use to government lawyers who would be arguing against Hamdan in a future legal action. Taking these notes, says 
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Swift, is a clear "interference in the attorney client relationship." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15384  SOURCE: Time

July 23, 2006 

Guantanamo Prisoner is 'No Threat'

By GEOFFREY BEW

MANAMA

A BAHRAINI detainee at Guantanamo Bay has only been questioned once in the last year, his lawyers said yesterday. 

Representatives of Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi told the GDN the prisoner has not been interrogated in 2006, which 
they say proves there is little justification for keeping him captive.

The 24-year-old, who is one of three Bahrainis still being held at the detention facility, is approaching his fifth year 
without charge or trial.

Mr Al Blooshi is being held in Guantanamo Bay Camp 4, which is reportedly for prisoners who are "not considered a 
threat".

The student was captured as a suspected enemy combatant by the Pakistani authorities while fleeing Afghanistan and 
handed to US forces in December 2001.

"During our last visit with Salah Al Blooshi we discussed the subject of interrogations," said legal team head Joshua 
Colangelo-Bryan.

"Military officials have said that approximately 75 per cent of all detainees are not interrogated and we suspect that 
the percentage of detainees not interrogated may be even higher. 

"Salah told us that he has not been interrogated at all in 2006. In fact, in the past year he has been interrogated only 
once. "During that interrogation, he was asked about going to Bosnia in 1995. 

"Salah responded that he had been aged 14 in 1995 and wasn't anywhere near Bosnia. 

"When Salah refused to get into a long discussion in response to such a silly question, his interrogator said that he 
didn't want Salah to stay at Guantanamo until his hair turned white.

"Salah understood this statement as a threat." 

Mr Colangelo-Bryan said after his last interrogation, Mr Al Blooshi was introduced to a man and woman who said they 
were responsible for his file, but they did not ask any him questions and he has not seen them again.

The lawyer added during one of his interrogations, shortly after he arrived in Guantanamo, Mr Al Blooshi told military 
officials he had gone to Afghanistan well before September 11, 2001, in part, to observe the way Sharia law was 
being applied there.

He mentioned that the destruction of the statues at Banyam had indicated to him that Sharia law was being applied 
very strictly. 

Mr Al Blooshi also told interrogators that he stayed with someone in Kandahar who he had met there and that this 
person suggested he turn over his passport for safekeeping. 
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"Most of the accusations against Salah by the military are based on these statements," said Mr Colangelo-Bryan.

"This shows how patently weak the accusations against Salah are.

The two other Bahrainis still being held at Guantanamo Bay are Isa Al Murbati and Juma Al Dossary.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15409  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

American Advocates Help Family File Case Against Govt.

By Observer Staff

Three American lawyers are negotiating with families of Yemeni prisoners in Guantanamo about the possibility of 
raising a legal suit against US administration. Meanwhile, an American legal firm volunteered to sue the country on 
behalf of Salah al-Deen Ali Abdullah al-Salami, the Yemeni prisoner whom America announced committed suicide in 
Guantanamo last month along with two other Saudi victims. 
  
The suit disputes the American story about al-Salami’s suicide and accuse those responsible for Guantanamo of hiding 
the real reasons that led to al-Salami’s death by hiding parts of the body to prevent a forensic exam determining the 
cause of death. 

Al-Salami’s family rejects the American story about their son’s suicide and calls on them to reveal the real reason their 
son was killed.  The advocates arrived in Sana’a last Wednesday and it is expected that they hold a press conference 
on Saturday, July 22.  

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15407  SOURCE: Yemen Observer

Ex-Taliban Envoy to Pakistan Releases Book

By PAUL GARWOOD 

After almost four years in Guantanamo Bay, the Taliban's ex-envoy to Pakistan says he has a "dangerous" story to tell 
about mistreatment, terror and confinement in the U.S. detention facility that has been criticized around the world. 

And Abdul Salam Zaeef has put pen to paper to tell it. 

Hundreds of copies of his book, "A Picture of Guantanamo," have been bought in Kabul bazaars since going on sale 
this week. 

"My book includes everything I endured during my detention, what I saw, what I heard and how I was treated during 
my three years and 10 months there," Zaeef, wearing a black turban, told The Associated Press on Saturday. "I want 
the world to know the truth." 

Zaeef, a soft-spoken former Taliban envoy fluent in Arabic and English, was the Taliban's most visible face during the 
U.S.-led campaign against the hard-line regime after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. 

He held daily press conferences at the Afghan Embassy in Islamabad, the Pakistani capital, to rail against American 
attacks on his country. 

His outbursts angered Pakistan, Washington's new ally against terrorism, which for years had supported the Taliban 
and other mujahedeen in neighboring Afghanistan. 

Pakistani authorities arrested and returned Zaeef to Afghanistan where American forces detained him in January 2002 
before flying him to a U.S. warship in the Gulf. He was then shuttled to the Bagram and Kandahar military bases in 
Afghanistan before being sent onto Guantanamo. He was released and returned to Afghanistan in late 2005. 

15

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15407
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15409


Zaeef says he suffers from depression and anxiety as a result of his time in U.S. custody, which according to his book 
was marred by physical and mental abuse such as long-term sleep depravation. 

"The treatment by the Americans during my detention was inhumane," he said during a visit to his heavily guarded 
west Kabul home. "So many times we were naked, punished, weren't allowed to sleep for 10 days, 20 days, one 
month." 

But the greatest wrong was not be put on trial and given a chance to face any charges, he said. 

"I was not a fighter, I never fought with the Americans," he said. "I condemned what happened with Sept. 11 in 
America. The main thing I want now is justice." 

Guantanamo's inmates, he wrote, were also incensed by the desecration by soldiers of Islam's holy book, the Quran. 

"It was simple act for the Americans to take and mistreat the Quran, but it a was a major concern for us," Zaeef 
writes in his book. 

U.S. officials have acknowledged five cases in which military guards or interrogators mishandling the Quran, including 
splashing one with urine, deliberately kicking one detainee's Quran and stepped on another's. 

Written in Pashto, the language spoken by most Afghans, particularly the former hard-line Taliban regime, Zaeef said 
his book will soon be published in English and Arabic so it can reach a wider audience. 

Kabul bookstall keeper Faridoon Noori said he has sold 100 copies of Zaeef's book in the past two days, more than 
any other. 

"The customers have been asking for it day and night," he said. 

Associated Press writer Amir Shah in Kabul contributed to this report. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15404  SOURCE: Forbes.com

Ex-Guantanamo Detainees Win Kuwait Ruling

KUWAIT CITY (AP) - A Kuwaiti court Saturday upheld the acquittal of five returnees from Guantanomo on terror-
related charges. 

In May, a criminal court had cleared the men of belonging to and collecting money for the al-Qaida terror network, but 
the prosecution appealed the ruling. 

U.S. officials freed the five men from the prison in Cuba in November. On their return to Kuwait, they were arrested 
and put on trial. 

All five - Abdullah Saleh al-Ajmi, Abdul-Aziz al-Shimmiri, Adel Zamel Abdul-Mohsen, Saad Madhi al-Azmi and 
Mohammed Fnaitil al-Dehani - had pleaded innocent when their trial opened in March. 

It takes a week to 10 days for the details of rulings to be made public. 

Lawyers defending the five argued that there was no evidence to convict their clients and that Kuwaiti courts did not 
have the jurisdiction to try them because they had not done anything illegal in Kuwait. 

The five, who returned to the Gulf Arab state in November, were also cleared of charges of "fighting a friendly state", 
a reference to the United States

A Kuwaiti ex-Guantanamo prisoner who returned in January 2005 was initially acquitted of terror-related charges, but 
an appeals tribunal overturned the acquittal and sentenced him to five years in prison. 

Six citizens of this oil-rich state are still held in Guantanamo. 

16

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15404


Kuwait has been a major U.S. ally since the Washington-led 1991 Gulf War that liberated it from Iraqi occupation. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15403  SOURCE: The Guardian
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