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Hicks No Suicide Risk: Downer

FOREIGN Minister Alexander Downer is satisfied that Australian terror suspect and Guantanamo inmate David Hicks is 
not a suicide risk and his only health complaint is a bad back.

The Government's opinion of Hicks's health is at odds with the view of US military lawyer, Major Michael Mori, who is 
representing the Australian terrorist suspect.

Hicks has been held at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba since shortly after he was captured fighting with the Taliban in 
Afghanistan in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

Three recent suicides at Guantanamo Bay have intensified calls for the military prison to be closed.

The Government says consular officials have found Hicks fit and well but Major Mori believes he is in poor health, 
showing weight loss and continuing signs of depression.

Mr Downer tonight denied Hicks was a suicide risk.

"I don't have any information that he's a suicide risk," he told ABC TV.

Mr Downer said Hicks complained about a back ailment to an Australian consular official who visited him on June 8.

"He complained about some back ailment that he's had for a long time but he didn't seem particularly depressed 
according to the report I've read," he said.

Hicks was not in solitary confinement, as some reports had suggested, and he could exercise and had access to 
reading material, Mr Downer said.

"He's able to exercise every day and he has access to books and he mixes with other detainees from time to time," he 
said.

"I'm satisfied that his health and welfare are fine." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14459  SOURCE: The Daily Advertiser

Families Say Saudi Guantanamo Deaths Not Suicides

RIYADH (Reuters) - Relatives of two Saudi detainees who died at Guantanamo Bay said the men could not have 
committed suicide as the U.S. military reported, because they are strict Muslims, newspapers said on Monday.

Islam prohibits suicide and sets out harsh punishments in the after-life for those who take their own lives. The men's 
families said they had probably been killed.

Saudi Arabia, a staunch U.S. ally, identified the two Saudis as Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani and said it was 
working on the repatriation of their bodies. The kingdom did not say how the men died but the U.S. military said the 
detainees, along with a Yemeni man, had hanged themselves.
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"I am confident my son did not commit suicide," Talal al-Zahrani, Yasser's father, told Asharq al-Awsat newspaper. 
"The story of the U.S. administration is a lie." 

Asharq al Awsat has learnt that the Saudi authorities have made an official request to their American counterparts to 
hand over the bodies of the former detainees and identify the exact causes of their death. 

Lawyers in the Kingdom cast doubt on the suicide account and said the two men had probably died because of the 
rioting that took place in the prison three weeks ago, where prisoners attacked their captors. 

He said he reserved his right to take the US administration to court, but would await the autopsy results to confirm 
how his son died, before taking any action. 

According to al Zahrani, all former Saudi detainees in Guantanamo Bay who have returned home after being released 
had told him his son was quiet and strong-willed. “Yasser used to even give his captors lessons in Islam and used his 
time in prison to memorize the Quran”, he said. 

Zahrani's brother, Ahmed, also said it was unthinkable that Yasser would kill himself. "It's impossible for Yasser to 
commit suicide," he told al-Watan newspaper. "He was killed," said another brother, Abdullah.

The 22-year-old, from the western city of Yunbu, left Saudi Arabia for Afghanistan in 2001, in order to assist with 
ongoing aid efforts. Border tribes detained him before being sold to the US military, his father said. 

Al Utaybi, aged 30, was born in al Qarara in Saudi Arabia. 

Fares al-Otaibi, Manei's brother, also suspected foul play. "We are 100 percent suspicious about his death," he told 
the newspaper.

The two Saudis and one Yemeni were the first prisoners the U.S. military has reported as dying at the base in 
Guantanamo, Cuba where the United States has held "terrorism" suspects since 2002. Washington said they hanged 
themselves with clothes and bedsheets.

The deaths renewed criticism of the base, which many human rights groups say should be closed. Nearly all the 
prisoners at Guantanamo are being held without charge and some have been held for more than four years.

The U.S. military camp holds 460 foreigners captured mainly in Afghanistan during the U.S.-led war there to oust the 
Taliban and al Qaeda after the September 11 attacks.

There have been many previous suicide attempts at Guantanamo. Before Saturday, 23 prisoners had tried to kill 
themselves in 41 suicide attempts at the camp.

Katib al-Shimary, a lawyer for Saudi detainees at Guantanamo, said he held the U.S. authorities responsible for the 
deaths. "We lost confidence in U.S. jails ... after Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo," he told local newspapers.

Riyadh declined to say if it would ask for a probe into the deaths but pledged more efforts to bring back all Saudis 
detained at Guantanamo, estimated at up to 103.

Saudi Arabia has freed at least eight detainees handed over to it from Guantanamo after they completed their jail 
sentences. In May, the kingdom said it had received 15 Saudi detainees and might put them on trial. 

Fifteen of the 19 hijackers who carried out the September 11 attacks on U.S. cities were from Saudi Arabia, as is al 
Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14458  SOURCE: Reuters, Asharq Alawsat
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Team To Be Sent To Guantanamo

ISLAMABAD, Dawn: Islamabad would send a delegation to Guantanamo Bay by the end of this month to get 
Pakistanis languishing in the prison facility released, a senior government official told Dawn on Sunday. 

He said Interior Ministry’s National Crisis Management Cell (NCMC) Director-General Brig Javed Iqbal Cheema will lead 
the three-member team. 

However, the authorities have not confirmed the number of Pakistani prisoners languishing in the camp where terror 
suspects and Al Qaeda people have been detained. 

“Our foreign office is gathering information about those Pakistanis still under detention in the US jail,” the official said. 

The official expressed the hope that the government would get the information about Pakistanis prisoners in two or 
three days. 

US President George W. Bush has recently said that the US wants to close down the Guantanamo Bay, a US navy 
base in Cuba, which houses terror suspects. 

Around 490 detainees are stated to be in the Guantanamo prison facility, which opened in January 2002. 

The US feared that the dangerous detainees in the US prison would again join international terrorism network or Al 
Qaeda, if they were released. 

On the other hand, there has been international criticism of conditions at the US camp and the length of time 
detainees have been held there without trial. 

The US has also been criticised that the detainees, held on suspicion of involvement in terrorism, are mistreated 
through cruel interrogation methods. 

In a recent press conference, Interior Minister Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao said that about 35 Pakistanis were 
languishing in Guantanamo Bay. He, however, said the exact number of Pakistani prisoners was yet to be confirmed. 

The minister has announced that of the total Pakistani detainees, eight had been identified and they would be 
repatriated soon. However, not a single one could be freed so far. 

About 67 Pakistanis had already returned to the country from Guantanamo Bay, the minister said. 

Reports said the US authorities had asked Pakistan to keep a vigilant eye on all the prisoners repatriated from 
Guantanamo Bay. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14450  SOURCE: Dawn

End 'Lawlessness' of Guantanamo After Suicides: Amnesty

Press Trust of India

Amnesty International on Sunday called on the United States to 'end the lawlessness' of its facility for security 
suspects at Guantanamo Bay after three detainees committed suicide.

The London-based human rights group also called for the results of the investigation into the deaths to be made public 
and both the inmates' families and their lawyers informed.

"The news that three detainees in Guantanamo have died as a result of apparent suicide is a further tragic reminder 
that the USA must end the lawlessness of the facility," it said in a statement.

"There have been numerous suicide attempts in the detention camp. These are apparently the first that have been 
successful."
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The group reiterated its call for the US-run camp in Cuba to be shut and for Washington to disclose fully all other 
prisoners detained as part of the so-called 'war on terror.'

It also renewed its appeal for a full, independent commission of inquiry into all aspects of US detention and 
interrogation policies and practices with security suspects.

The calls were backed by the Muslim Council of Britain, the country's main umbrella group for Islamic organisations, 
which said the deaths were not an 'asymmetrical act of war,' as the United States has claimed.

Instead, it said they were an 'act of absolute desperation.'

"These men had been kept in a legal limbo for several years now with no charges being brought against them, with no 
chance to clear their names before a court of law," said its secretary-general Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14446  SOURCE: Hindustan Times

EU Reiterates Call For Closure of Guantanamo Bay

The European Union repeated calls Monday for closure of the US detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, after 
three inmates reportedly committed suicide on Sunday. 

"We don't know what has happened. What we do know and we should say more often is that Guantanamo has to be 
closed. This is an occasion to reiterate this statement," EU Commissioner for External Relations Benita Ferrero-
Waldner told reporters ahead of an EU foreign ministers' meeting in Luxembourg. 

The inmates, two Saudis and a Yemeni, reportedly hanged themselves in their cells. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14444  SOURCE: IRNA.ir

Anger at US Response To Suicides

Several of Monday's newspapers have condemned the US response to the suicide of three detainees at the 
Guantanamo Bay prison camp. 

The Daily Mail says the US has gone from taking the moral high ground to "the gutter", while The Guardian speaks of 
"cruelty and illegality". 

What angers the Daily Mail most is the comment of a US official who described the deaths as "good PR move". 

The US response shows, says the Mail, utter insensitivity to world opinion. 

Lack of humanity 

"Cold and odious" is the Guardian's response to the Guantanamo suicides - it says a demented logic is hanging over 
the US military. 

It says the comments lacked the humanity present even in President Bush's expression of serious concern. 

Guantanamo Bay, it adds, is a disgrace to a country "fighting freedom". 

The Times says the response plays once again into the hands of US enemies; Guantanamo Bay's existence outside 
legal norms damages America's image. 

'Increasingly fragile' 
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The Independent is among the papers that believe support for the Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Ian Blair is 
fading. 

A day after details of a report into the de Menezes shooting last July were leaked, the paper thinks Sir Ian cannot take 
control of his force. 

According to The Times, his position is "increasingly fragile", with political support appearing to ebb away. 

As the Daily Mirror puts it: "Sir Ian should start packing his bags now." 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14443  SOURCE: BBC News

Conflict Over Hicks Health in Guantanamo

THE father of Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks and his legal team have accused the Federal Government of 
being involved in a whitewash over his son's condition.

Terry Hicks's comments came as Prime Minister John Howard and David Hicks's US military lawyer gave conflicting 
accounts of his condition.
"I have been told that he received a consular visit ... and the report from that consular visit was positive," Mr Howard 
said today.

A spokeswoman for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade told AAP Australia's consul-general in Washington 
had visited Hicks and "confirmed that he was fit and well".

But Hicks's military lawyer, Major Michael Mori, said after the same visit that Hicks was in poor health, showing weight 
loss and continuing signs of depression.

"He'd lost a lot of weight. I think the weight loss is part of his loss of appetite, just coming on from his ... depression 
manifesting itself in that way," Major Mori said on ABC radio today.

Advertisement:
Terry Hicks said consular officials had told him David was fit and well.
"But when Mori rang after the consular officials rang, I questioned him about this and he said 'No, David is in isolation. 
He is not fit and well – he is depressed'.

"'Fit and well' is their stock-standard answer. What are they trying to prove?" he said.

Hicks, a 30-year-old convert to Islam, has been held at the US naval base in Cuba since shortly after he was captured 
fighting with the Taliban in Afghanistan in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

He is to face a military commission to answer charges, to which he has pleaded not guilty, of attempted murder, 
aiding the enemy and conspiracy.

The first suicides at Guantanamo Bay – involving two men from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen, reported last week 
– have led to renewed calls for the facility to be closed down immediately and prisoners returned to their home 
countries.

Attorney-General's Department officials told a Senate estimates hearing last month that Hicks was in a one-person 
cell but not in solitary confinement.

They said he was able to have contact with other prisoners, go into a general block area which has natural sunlight 
and have access to exercise and outdoor facilities in group areas.

But Mr Hicks said his son spent 22 hours a day locked up.

"From what I can gather he can't talk to anyone," he said.

"The bottom line is he is in isolation."
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The Australian Greens and Australian Democrats tomorrow will attempt to step up political pressure on the 
Government over the Hicks case by moving motions calling for his release and the closure of Guantanamo Bay.

They have been incensed by comments from US officials, who have described the suicides as a public relations stunt 
and an act of warfare by the detainees, who had previously gone on hunger strikes.

"We've had the Danish prime minister, the British attorney-general and the UN call for its closure," Democrats justice 
spokeswoman Senator Natasha Stott Despoja said.

"Australia, in contrast, looks like a cheer squad for the military commission process."

Greens leader Bob Brown described the prison camp as an "illegal torture centre".

A rally in support of Hicks will be held outside South Australia's Parliament House on Friday. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14441  SOURCE: News.com.au

Details on Detainee Suicides Emerging

By Carol J. Williams, Times Staff Writer

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba — With the U.S. detention camp for terrorism suspects under renewed scrutiny, a top U.S. 
general arrived here Sunday to review the investigation into the first three deaths at the 4 1/2 -year-old facility. 

Military officials identified the men who they said hanged themselves Saturday, describing them as a liaison to top Al 
Qaeda officials, a "front-line" Taliban fighter and a second-tier militant cleared for transfer back to his country. 

ADVERTISEMENTAll three — two Saudis, 21 and 30, and a Yemeni, who was 28 or 29 — were hostile toward camp 
guards, defied camp rules and took part in protracted hunger strikes, said Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand, the spokesman 
for the prison. They also refused to accept legal representation, according to prison authorities, or to attend the 
occasional military reviews that considered whether they should be classified as too dangerous to be set free.

Guantanamo officials declined Sunday to discuss how the suicides, which came after weeks of heightened unrest and 
protest at the camp, had influenced operations. 

Meanwhile, the international clamor against the prison continued, with one U.S. senator saying it should be closed as 
soon as possible.

"The detainees' death reveals the mistreatment at Guantanamo and the extent human rights are breached," Katib al 
Shimary, a lawyer for Saudi detainees, told the Saudi-owned Al Arabiya satellite television network. "Their suicide — 
that is, if they did commit suicide — is a response to the oppression and injustice they lived in."

The Saudi Interior Ministry said it would ask for the bodies of its citizens to be returned, and a spokesman told 
Reuters news service that the U.S. ally would step up efforts to repatriate the 103 Saudi detainees still at the facility. 
"Each Saudi has to be brought home where he can face up to charges he is accused of based on our laws and 
regulations," the spokesman told the news service. 

The three men had not been officially charged with any crimes. 

The Yemeni who died, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, had "key links to principal Al Qaeda facilitators and senior membership," 
Durand said, including to Abu Zubaydah, who was a top lieutenant of Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden until his 
capture in Pakistan in 2002. 

The 21-year-old Saudi, Yassar Talal al Zahrani, who probably arrived at Guantanamo as a juvenile, was described as a 
front-line fighter for the Taliban. Durand said he secured weapons for attacks on U.S. forces in Afghanistan and took 
part in the Mazar-i-Sharif prison uprising in which CIA officer Johnny "Mike" Spann became the first American 
casualty. 

Mani Shaman Turki al Habardi al Utaybi, 30, belonged to a "second-tier militant group," Jama'at Tabligh, which 
recruited for Al Qaeda and other jihadist factions, Durand said. 
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Al Utaybi had been cleared for a transfer to detention in Saudi Arabia.

The suicides, the first deaths at the detention center here since at least 759 prisoners began arriving in January 2002, 
prompted the head of the U.S. Southern Command, responsible for military operations from Florida to the South Pole, 
to fly to the scene to check on the investigations.

Army Gen. John Craddock toured Camp 1, where the deaths occurred, as well as the hospital where the men were 
taken to try to revive them.

All three men, found dead early Saturday, were hanging from strips of cloth torn from their bedding or cotton prison 
garb. 

They were held in metal mesh cells in the sprawling compound, which is surrounded by razor-wire-topped fences and 
bathed in tropical heat.

The suicides followed a recent prisonwide hunger strike involving nearly 90 of the approximately 460 detainees, as 
well as a May 18 uprising against military guards in which six prisoners were injured. Military officials have said there 
have been hundreds of suicide attempts at Guantanamo. 

The deaths prompted the Pentagon to suspend "until further notice" the military tribunals for the 10 terrorism 
suspects charged with crimes. 

The military courts have been the subject of as much international condemnation as the prison, which jails "enemy 
combatants" without charges or legal recourse and denies them the protections of the Geneva Convention. A forum 
for trying war crimes that had not been used since World War II, the tribunals are under the scrutiny of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which is expected to rule on their legitimacy by the end of the month.

Rear Adm. Harry Harris, the commander of the prison, has said the detention facility will remain in operation whatever 
the high court rules, as long as there is a need to prevent captives deemed to be hardened holy warriors from 
engaging U.S. forces on the battlefields of Iraq or Afghanistan.

U.S. officials continued Sunday to depict the dead men as choosing to commit suicide as a tactic in their jihad. 

In an interview with the BBC, Colleen P. Graffy, the deputy assistant secretary of State for public diplomacy, said the 
men had other ways available to them, including access to lawyers, to protest their detention. 

"Taking their own lives was not necessary," she said, "but … this certainly is a good PR move to draw attention."

Two senators who appeared on CNN's "Late Edition" urged swift action. 

Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) said the facility should be closed "as quickly as possible," noting that "as long as Guantanamo 
exists, it's a source of international attention and concern." 

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) said detainees were "just out there in limbo, and that 
creates a very difficult situation." He concluded, "Where we have evidence, they ought to be tried, and if convicted, 
they ought to be sentenced." 

It was unclear when the official causes of death would be released. Neither Craddock's Southcom staff nor Harris' 
prison medical officials would say how long the autopsy process would take or where the bodies would be buried. 

An imam from the U.S. military chaplain service arrived at Guantanamo to perform the rituals traditional in the 
Islamic faith. There has been no Islamic spiritual advisor at the prison for more than two years. 

Washing, shrouding and praying over the bodies will be done after a pathologist completes the autopsies, said the 
imam, Navy Lt. Abuhena M. Saifulislam. Though it is traditional for Muslims to be buried within 24 hours of their 
death, Saifulislam observed that "necessity dictates exceptions."

Saifulislam was assigned to Guantanamo in the first weeks after the U.S. military began bringing captives from 
Afghanistan and served for 99 days as chaplain to the new arrivals.

Although there has been speculation that any deaths at Guantanamo might lead to their burial here, as the transfer of 
remains to a home country could result in further forensic inspection and potential accusations against the U.S. 
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military, a source here said it was likely the bodies would be leaving the island once the U.S. State Department 
negotiated the terms of their transfer.

After Craddock inspected the Camp 1 death scenes in the company of Harris and other U.S. military officials, the 
general said authorities were "looking at procedures to preclude recurrence of what we know to have been hangings."

Craddock said the suicides showed the difficulty prison administrators had balancing access to "comfort items," such 
as bedding and clothing, with the aim of preventing their use in suicides. 

He said prison officials could draw no conclusions until investigations, including one by the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service, were completed. He declined to speculate about why detainees had recently increased acts of 
rebellion against their confinement. 

Later, though, he observed that the recent unrest might have been "an attempt to influence the judicial proceedings" 
here and in U.S. federal courts.

Accompanying Craddock on his tour of the prison and hospital facilities was William Winkenwerder, deputy assistant 
secretary of Defense for health affairs. He said none of the three dead men were known to have suffered from 
psychological disorders or were taking any prescription medications.

All three had taken part in hunger strikes over the last year, and the Yemeni had refused food since August and 
endured force-feeding until recently, Harris told reporters in announcing the deaths.

Retired Army Brig. Gen. Steve Xenakis, a department head at the Psychiatric Institute of Washington, said that by 
participating in hunger strikes, the detainees had signaled feelings of hopelessness and fatalism.

"From what I understand about the climate there," he said, "I just felt it would be only a matter of time" before 
suicides occurred. 

Xenakis said the policy for handling detainees who refused food for more than three days could inspire despondent 
detainees to take their lives rather than endure the pain of force-feeding. Prisoners who refuse food are restrained in 
chairs and feeding tubes are inserted in their nasal passages. 

Elisa Massimino, Washington director of the advocacy group Human Rights First, was sharply critical of the U.S. facility 
at Guantanamo. 

"Beyond the individual tragedies, these deaths are the latest symptom of a chaotic U.S. detention system, which has 
proven a policy, legal and ethical failure across the board," she said. "Holding people indefinitely, without access to 
family, regular legal process or independent medical care is an invitation to disaster."

Lawyer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, who represents three Bahraini detainees — including 32-year-old Juma al Dossari, 
who has tried to kill himself at least a dozen times — said despair consumed the prisoners. 

"These people have been detained four-plus years without trials, without charges. They're being told they will remain 
at Guantanamo forever, that they'll never see their families again, that they have no rights as human beings," the 
attorney said. "One client told me if he had to choose between living at Guantanamo for the rest of his life or taking 
his own life, that he would kill himself."

Three Bahrainis earlier represented by Colangelo-Bryan have been released to Bahrain, and one e-mailed the lawyer 
Sunday to say he was saddened by the suicides but not surprised. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14440  SOURCE: LA Times

U.S. Rows Back From Guantanamo Suicide Comments

By Peter Graff

LONDON (Reuters) - A senior U.S. official rowed back on Monday from remarks by colleagues that Guantanamo Bay 
prisoners' suicides were an act of war and a "good PR move", after the comments were condemned abroad.
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Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defence for Detainee Affairs Cully Stimson, speaking to BBC radio, distanced himself 
from the statements.

"I wouldn't characterise it as a good PR move. What I would say is that we are always concerned when someone takes 
his own life. Because as Americans, we value life, even the lives of violent terrorists who are captured waging war 
against our country," he said.

The camp commander, Rear Admiral Harry Harris, had described the three suicides as an act of war. Colleen Graffy, 
U.S. deputy assistant secretary of state for public diplomacy, told the BBC on Sunday the deaths were "a good PR 
move".

In an editorial headlined "Bad Language", the right-leaning Times, normally a defender of Britain's alliance with the 
United States, said such rhetoric "plays once again into the hands of America's enemies."

The left-leaning Guardian described Admiral Harris's remarks as "cold and odious". "The demented logic of Dr 
Strangelove hung like a ghost" over the U.S. response to the suicides, it said.

Britain has been Washington's closest ally in Afghanistan and Iraq, and Prime Minister Tony Blair has been cautious in 
criticising Guantanamo, which he describes as an "anomaly".

But senior British officials have increasingly openly called for the camp to be closed down.

"If it is perfectly legal and there is nothing going wrong there, why don't they have it in America?" Constitutional 
Affairs Minister Harriet Harman said.

"It is in a legal no man's land. Either it should be moved to America and then they can hold those people under the 
American justice system or it should be closed."

Nine British citizens have been held in Guantanamo Bay. All returned to Britain and none has been charged. Several 
appeared in media interviews over the weekend in which they said they were not surprised that inmates had killed 
themselves.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14438  SOURCE: Reuters

Prisoners' Ruse Is Inquiry Focus at Guantánamo

By DAVID S. CLOUD and NEIL A. LEWIS

WASHINGTON, June 11 — Three detainees at the United States military prison at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, tried to 
conceal themselves in their cells — behind laundry and through other means — to prevent guards from seeing them 
commit suicide, a senior military official said Sunday.

Yasser Talal Abdulah Yahya al-Zahrani, one of the detainees who committed suicide early Saturday. 

One of the prisoners hanged himself behind laundry drying from the ceiling of the cell, and had arranged his bed to 
make it look as if he was still sleeping, said the official, Lt. Cmdr. Robert T. Durand of the Navy. The other two 
detainees who committed suicide also took steps to prevent guards from seeing that they had put nooses around their 
necks, he added.

The deception by the prisoners raises questions about how long it took military guards to discover the bodies. 
Regulations at Guantánamo call for guards to check on each inmate every two minutes. 

Military officials said one focus of an investigation into the suicides would be the need for procedural changes, like 
barring prisoners from doing laundry in their cells.

Gen. Bantz J. Craddock of the Army, who oversees Guantánamo as commander of the United States Southern 
Command, told reporters on Sunday that the investigation into the deaths "kind of boils down to two things: Are the 
procedures that you have in place adequate, and then were the procedures followed to the standards?" 

The Pentagon identified the three detainees as two Saudis, Mani bin Shaman bin Turki al-Habardi, 30, and Yasser 
Talal Abdulah Yahya al-Zahrani, 22, and a Yemeni, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 33.
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Reaction around the world seemed muted, though the Liberal Democratic leader in Britain, Sir Menzies Campbell, said 
he was thinking about touring Guantánamo and repeated his criticism of the policy of detaining suspects without 
sending them to trial. 

Democrats in the United States said little, apparently concerned about appearing to be sympathizing with detainees 
who could turn out to have significant terrorist connections.

White House officials described the three men as committed terrorists, and military officials said that none had been 
among the handful of prisoners whose cases had been brought before military commissions for prosecution.

The Pentagon released a statement describing Mr. Ahmed, the Yemeni, as a "mid to high-level Al Qaeda operative" 
who was close to Abu al-Zubaydah, a senior figure for Al Qaeda who has since been captured. The statement also said 
that Mr. Habardi was a member of a terrorist group that recruits for Al Qaeda, and had been recommended for 
transfer to another country, presumably Saudi Arabia. The Pentagon said that Mr. Zahrani had been "a frontline 
fighter for the Taliban" and had participated in the prison uprising in 2001 at Mazar-i-Sharif in Afghanistan that 
resulted in the death of Johnny Micheal Spann, a C.I.A. operative. 

The suicides renew the question of what the Bush administration will do with the detention center at Guantánamo, 
which President Bush has told interviewers recently that he would like to close at some point in the future.

The timing appears postponed, however. 

"You can't have a final disposition about Guantánamo until the Supreme Court has ruled on the Hamdan case," said 
Tony Snow, the White House spokesman, referring to a pending decision on whether detainees at Guantánamo may 
be tried as war criminals before military commissions and whether they may challenge their detentions in federal 
courts.

Military officials said they had translated notes left by the prisoners, but the officials refused to describe the contents 
of the messages. All three men were in the same cellblock in 6-by-8-foot cells that were not adjoining but had wire-
mesh walls, which might have enabled them to communicate, officials said.

Speaking by telephone from the Saudi holy city of Medina, Talal Abdallah al-Zahrani, 50, the father of Mr. Zahrani, 
said that when he heard from his son in a recent letter, he sounded in good spirits and appeared to be more optimistic 
than before about being released soon.

"Nothing suggested that he would commit suicide, nothing," Mr. Zahrani said. 

He said that the account of his son's suicide was "100 percent concocted."

His son was 17 in 2001 when he was apprehended in Afghanistan, where he worked with Islamic charities, he said. He 
had memorized the Koran since his imprisonment and said he had been behaving, Mr. Zahrani added.

Mr. Zahrani said hundreds of people attended a wake for his son on Sunday night after he had received word of his 
death from Saudi authorities. His comments about the turnout of mourners underscored the possibility that the return 
of the bodies to Saudi Arabia and Yemen — should the government allow it — could turn into anti-American events.

Jennifer Daskal, advocacy director for Human Rights Watch, said Sunday that the three suicides "are an indication of 
the incredible despair that the prisoners are experiencing" after many of them have been "completely cut off from the 
world."

Her comments were echoed by other critics as well.

General Craddock speculated that the suicides may have been timed to affect the Supreme Court decision on the 
Hamdan case.

"This may be an attempt to influence the judicial proceedings in that perspective," he told reporters, according to a 
transcript of his comments during a brief visit to Guantánamo on Sunday.

The investigation into how the three prisoners were able to hang themselves and whether changes in procedures are 
necessary will be conducted by the commander of the prison, Rear Adm. Harry B. Harris.

"There will be an after-action report that will look at whether there was failure of S.O.P.'s or adequate S.O.P.'s that 
were not followed," said Lieutenant Commander Durand, using the military acronym for standard operating 
procedures.
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The inquiry will probably look at whether procedures requiring guards to observe prisoners at least every two minutes 
were followed the night of the suicides. Until now, prison officials have voiced confidence that the safeguards were 
adequate, pointing to the fact that despite dozens of attempted suicides in the last four years, none had been 
successful.

Guards will now collect bed linens every morning to prevent prisoners from secretly making nooses, Lieutenant 
Commander Durand said. In addition to possibly revoking permission for detainees to do their own laundry, prison 
officials are looking at withholding toiletries and other items that might be used in suicide attempts, he added.

"We've got to determine and find the balance between the comfort items that we would like to provide and the point 
at which comfort items in the possession of a few determined detainees will be turned into something that could 
contribute to taking their lives," General Craddock said.

There have been recent signs of growing unrest among the prisoners, including an episode in May in which at least 
two prisoners attempted suicide and another was said to have faked a suicide to lure guards into an ambush. 

Several Guantánamo officers said some prisoners had spread the idea of suicide, claiming to have had visions that the 
prison would not be closed until after three prisoners had died, a possible explanation for the decision by the three 
men to kill themselves at the same time.

James Yee, a former Islamic chaplain at Guantánamo, said the suicides signaled "an important failure there." 

Mr. Yee, who served at Guantánamo when the first of 41 previous suicide attempts occurred said, "The military guards 
on the block are supposed to check each detainee visually every two minutes or so."

The suicide attempt that came closest to being successful, involving a Saudi schoolteacher who was arrested in 
Pakistan, where he had attended a militant training camp, was foiled by those procedures, he said. 

"At least one guard would have to walk up and down the corridor," he said. "That saved the Saudi detainee. who was 
in a coma for months." Although the Saudi detainee was not expected to survive, he recovered and has since been 
sent home.

Mr. Yee, a West Point graduate, was arrested on suspicion of espionage but the charges were dropped. He left the 
Army after being found guilty of minor infractions and amid overwhelming evidence that the suspicions of espionage 
were groundless.

Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, a lawyer representing Jumah Dossari, a Guantánamo inmate who has attempted suicide 
numerous times, said he had been told that guards were expected to keep close watch on prisoners, observing them 
every 30 seconds. But he said the procedures were difficult to follow in practice.

While visiting his client last November, he said he found Mr. Dossari in a bathroom trying to hang himself and slit his 
wrists. Even though a video camera had been installed in the bathroom, Mr. Colangelo-Bryan said guards did not 
respond until he called them.

Though the Bush administration has been under pressure — from the United Nations, European countries and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross — about the Guantánamo detention center, White House officials did not 
indicate that they viewed the suicides as a major political problem. The State Department alerted American embassies 
in Europe and the Middle East, and asked them to contact government officials. But White House officials said Mr. 
Bush did not make calls to world leaders.

"We haven't heard much response," one senior official said.

The United Nations was also notified of the suicides, the White House said. The U.N.'s Human Rights Commission 
declined to visit the detention center last year after the Bush administration refused to allow commission members to 
interview or talk with detainees.

David E. Sanger contributed reporting from Washington for this article,Hassan M. Fattah from France, and Alan Cowell 
from London.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14437  SOURCE: New York Times
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Dead Detainee 'Was To Be Freed'

One of the three men who committed suicide at the US prison camp at Guantanamo Bay was due to be released - but 
did not know it, says a US lawyer. 

Mark Denbeaux, who represents some of the foreign detainees, told the BBC's World Today programme the man was 
among 141 prisoners scheduled for release. 

He said the prisoner was not told because US officials had not decided which country he would be sent to. 

Criticism of the camp is mounting, even among President Bush's Republicans. 

"There are tribunals established... Where we have evidence they ought to be tried, and if convicted they ought to be 
sentenced," said Republican Arlen Specter, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Some inmates had been detained on "the flimsiest sort of hearsay," he added. 

'Despair' 

The Pentagon named the prisoner who had been recommended for transfer as 30-year-old Saudi Arabian Mani 
Shaman Turki al-Habardi Al-Utaybi. 

The other two men who died on Saturday morning were named as Ali Abdullah Ahmed, from Yemen, and Yassar Talal 
al-Zahrani, another Saudi Arabian. 

In his interview, Professor Denbeaux described the feeling among detainees at the Cuba camp as one of hopelessness. 

"These people are told they'll be 50 by the time they get out, that they have no hope of getting out. They've been 
denied a hearing, they have no chance to be released," he said. 

He said US policy was to refuse to tell prisoners they were due to be released until a location had been found. 

Utaybi had been declared a "safe person, free to be released" but the US needed a country to send him to, Professor 
Denbeaux said. 

"His despair was great enough and in his ignorance he went and killed himself," he said. 

According to the Pentagon: 

Utaybi was a member of a banned Saudi militant group 

Ahmed, 28, was a mid- to high-level al-Qaeda operative. He had participated in a long-term hunger strike from late 
2005 to May, and was "non-compliant and hostile" to guards 

Zahrani, 21, was a "front-line" Taleban fighter who helped procure weapons for use against US and coalition forces in 
Afghanistan. 
The prison camp at the US base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, holds some 460 prisoners, the vast majority without 
charge. 

There have been dozens of suicide attempts since the camp was set up four years ago - but none successful until now. 

US authorities have taken a strong line against the suicides, with a top state department official calling them a "good 
PR move to draw attention". 

The United Nations rapporteur on torture, Manfred Nowak, said European leaders should use a summit with President 
George W Bush next week to press for the prison's closure. 

Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen said procedures at Guantanamo Bay violated the rule of law and 
undermined the fight against terrorism. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14436  SOURCE: BBC News
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'Killing Themselves was Unnecessary. But it Certainly is a Good PR Move'

· Bush officials' hard line provokes condemnation
· US ally admits prison is hampering war on terror 

Suzanne Goldenberg in Washington and Hugh Muir

The Bush administration stared down a new wave of international condemnation of Guantánamo yesterday, dismissing 
the suicides by three inmates of the prison camp as a "good PR move" on their part and an "act of asymmetrical 
warfare".

The deaths of two Saudis and a Yemeni, who used knotted bedsheets to hang themselves in their solitary cells, 
brought renewed calls from European governments and human rights organisations to bring the 460 inmates to trial, 
or close down the camp. But Bush administration officials rejected suggestions that the three had killed themselves in 
despair over their indefinite confinement.

"It does sound like this is part of a strategy - in that they don't value their own lives, and they certainly don't value 
ours; and they use suicide bombings as a tactic," Colleen Graffy, the deputy assistant secretary of state for public 
diplomacy, told BBC's Newshour yesterday. "Taking their own lives was not necessary, but it certainly is a good PR 
move."
On Saturday, the camp's commander, Navy Rear Admiral Harry Harris, said the suicides were an al-Qaida tactic. 
"They have no regard for life, neither ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of 
asymmetrical warfare waged against us," he said.

The hard line from an administration official comes at a time of increasing international criticism at the handling of 
terror suspects at Guantánamo. The Danish prime minister, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, a staunch ally of the US in Iraq, 
said that Guantánamo was damaging America's image in the world, and undermining the global war on terror. "I think 
it would be to the benefit of our cause, and our fight for freedom and for democracy, if the facilities at Guantánamo 
were closed down," the Danish leader told CNN.

In Stockholm, Sweden's foreign minister, Jan Eliasson, voiced similar concerns about the lack of due process. "It 
shows the importance of letting the prisoners free or giving them a statutory trial."

In Saudi Arabia, officials at the semi-official human rights organisation accused the prison administration of torturing 
the men to death. "Even if the suicide story is true, I have no doubts that they were pushed to it by torture and the 
lack of attention paid to the health of the detainees," said Saleh al-Khathlan of the Saudi human rights group.

Lawyers for the detainees called the comments by administration officials deeply offensive. Gitanjali Gutierrez, a 
lawyer for the Centre for Constitutional Rights, which represents most of the detainees, said: "It's very clear that any 
human being who is kept in indefinite detention over four years, not given any kind of hearing, and whose life and 
fate is subject to such uncertainty, inevitably will contemplate suicide, and the fact that three of them finally 
succeeded comes as no surprise. This is not an act of warfare, it is a consequence of inhumane and immoral 
treatment of human beings by the United States."

In Britain, Massoud Shadjareh, of the Islamic Human Rights Commission, said of the US officials' remarks: "This is the 
sort of statement that SS officers in Nazi Germany would have been envious of." Inayat Bunglawala, of the Muslim 
Council of Britain, deplored the "incredibly insensitive and callous" comments. "The deaths of these three people was 
not an act of war, it was an act of desperation."

President George Bush at the weekend expressed "serious concern" about the suicides. At Guantánamo, a military 
official yesterday said that the bodies of the three men would be dealt with in accordance with Muslim tradition, and 
that a fatwa had been obtained to allow autopsies. A Saudi interior ministry official told the Associated Press that 
procedures had begun to send home the bodies of two detainees, identified as Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-
Utaybi and Yasser Talal al-Zahrani. The Yememi was named as Ali Abdullah Ahmed.

Utaybi had actually been cleared by the Pentagon for transfer out of Guantánamo in late 2005 - although it was 
uncertain whether he knew he would be leaving, Cully Stimson, the deputy assistant secretary of detainee affairs told 
the Guardian. He said that Utaybi, who belonged to a militant Islamist missionary organisation, had been 
recommended for transfer to a third country.

Mr Stimson described Ali Abdullah Ahmed as a mid-to high-level al-Qaida operative with connections to Abu 
Zubaydah, the former chief of military operations in US custody. The third man, Yasser Talal al-Zahrani, had been 
captured on the battlefield in late 2001 during the prison uprising at Mazar-i-Sharif.

13



The suicides were the first deaths since the first detainees were brought to Guantánamo from the battlefields of 
Afghanistan four years ago. The authorities at the camp have at times gone to extreme measures to keep inmates 
alive, resorting to brutal force-feeding during hunger strikes. The deaths come three weeks after three prisoners tried 
to kill themselves. Earlier this month, the authorities confronted a hunger strike by more than 80 prisoners. Eight 
were still on hunger strike yesterday.

We treat them well and they try to kill us, says camp commander

Rear Admiral Harry Harris, commander of Guantánamo, defended the treatment of detainees in an article published in 
the Chicago Tribune on May 17

"Conditions have improved dramatically for detainees since they first arrived in 2002. More important, we aggressively 
look for ways to build on the 'safe and humane care and custody' mission ...

"We hold men who proudly admit membership at the leadership level in al-Qaida and the Taliban, many with direct 
personal contact and knowledge of the September 11 2001 attackers. We are keeping terrorist recruiters, facilitators, 
explosives trainers, bombers and bombmakers, Osama bin Laden bodyguards and financiers, from continuing their 
jihad against America ...

"We provide safe shelter and living areas with beds, mattresses, sheets and running-water toilets. We also provide 
adequate clothing, including shoes and uniforms, and the normal range of hygiene items, such as a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, soap and shampoo. Even so, many detainees have taken advantage of this - crafting killing weapons from 
toothbrushes and garrottes from food wrappers, for example ...

"We provide outstanding medical care to every detainee, the same quality as what our service members receive ... 
That said, many detainees persist in mixing a blood-urine-faeces-semen cocktail and throwing this deadly concoction 
into the faces of the American men and women who guard them, feed them and care for them ...

"Despite articles written by defence attorneys and young translators arguing the contrary, these are, in fact, 
dangerous men in our custody. Make no mistake about it - we are keeping enemies of our nation off the battlefield. 
This is an enormous challenge. These terrorists are not represented by any nation or government. They do not adhere 
to the rules of war."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14432  SOURCE: The Guardian

Suicides May Be Attempt To Influence Court Proceedings, General Says

By Carol Rosenberg
Knight Ridder Newspapers

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba - With autopsies and a Navy investigation underway, the U.S. military brought a 
Muslim chaplain to this remote Pentagon prison Sunday to carry out traditional Islamic burial rites for three war-on-
terror captives who hanged themselves in their cells with bed sheets. 

Defense attorneys and critics of the prison project blamed despair among the 460 or so captives for the first deaths at 
this offshore detention center, which opened in January 2002. 

But the Pentagon's Southern Command chief visited the prison camps Sunday, and would have none of it. 

"I wouldn't want to speak for the detainees. I think that's speculation and that's dangerous," said Army Gen. Bantz 
Craddock. 

He then noted that, with the Supreme Court to decide shortly whether President Bush's war court is constitutional, 
"this may be an attempt to influence the judicial proceedings in that perspective." 

Meanwhile, the deaths at the controversial prison have prompted calls from around the globe to shutter the prison. 
One of Bush's staunchest allies, Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen, said closing Guantanamo would 
"benefit our cause ... against terrorism." 
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Commanders in Cuba said the three prisoners - two Saudis and a Yemeni - were found hanging early Saturday, and 
efforts to revive them failed. Public affairs officers declined to provide an exact timeline of the events, saying it was 
part of an investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. 

Investigators are looking into whether the procedures in place could have prevented the suicides; whether camp 
guards followed them; and what changes may be needed to prevent further fatalities, Craddock said. 

Saturday's suicides capped nearly a month of on-again, off-again turmoil at the Pentagon's premier offshore detention 
center, which is indefinitely holding captives from about three dozen nations as "enemy combatants." 

Hours after the Bush administration released 15 Saudi captives to their homeland on May 18, two detainees were 
found unconscious in their cells from overdoses of other captives' anti-anxiety drugs. Then, 10 captives fought soldiers 
inside a medium-security barracks in what commanders called a well-planned ambush. 

Then Saturday, the Pentagon froze indefinitely the future of its Military Commissions, the first U.S. war crimes 
tribunals since World War II where 10 of the captive here so far face war crimes charges. 

The Supreme Court is expected to rule this month on the constitutionality of the Pentagon's format for trying captives 
as alleged al-Qaida co-conspirators. 

U.S. diplomats were talking to counterparts in the Saudi kingdom and Yemen to determine whether the men would be 
sent home or buried at this Navy base where they had been held as "enemy combatants" for more than four years. 

Repatriation was likely, military sources said. 

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the Interior Ministry identified its two dead citizens as: Mani bin Shaman bin Turki al-Habradi 
and Yasser Talal Abdullah Yahya al-Zahrani, 21, who the United States had listed in Pentagon records as born on 
Sept. 22, 1984, meaning he would have been a juvenile when he arrived here in 2002. 

There was no word Sunday from Yemen on the name of the third dead detainee. 

Pentagon documents released earlier this year under the Freedom of Information Act show Zahrani as born in Yenbo, 
Saudi Arabia, and Habradi in al-Qarara, Saudi Arabia, in 1976. Both communities are in southwestern Saudi Arabia, 
south of the Red Sea port of Jeddah in a mountainous, fertile coastal region with historical links to Yemen, ancestral 
homeland of Osama bin Laden. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14427  SOURCE: MercuryNews.com

DOD Identifies 3 Guantanamo Deaths

ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico - The U.S. Defense Department released on Sunday the identities of three Guantanamo 
detainees who committed suicide -  alleging one had ties to al-Qaida, another fought for the Taliban and a third was 
cleared to be transferred to another country.

Saudi Arabians Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi Al-Utaybi and Yassar Talal 
Al-Zahrani - identified earlier by Saudi officials - and Ali Abdullah Ahmed, were the prisoners who hung themselves 
with nooses made from  sheets and clothing early Saturday, the department said in a statement  released to The 
Associated Press.

Ahmed's nationality was not provided, but U.S. military officials earlier said that two Saudis and one Yemeni had 
taken their lives.

Al-Utaybi was recommended for transfer to the custody of another  country before his suicide, the Defense 
Department said.
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U.S. authorities allege Ahmed was a mid- to high-level al-Qaida operative. Al-Zahrani was accused of being a Taliban 
front-line fighter who bought weapons for offensives against the United States.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14426  SOURCE: MercuryNews.com

Lawyer Slams Solitary Confinement

THE suicide of three inmates at Guantanamo Bay shows the desperation caused by long periods of solitary 
confinement, the lawyer for an Australian prisoner said.

Two prisoners from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen hanged themselves with clothing and bedsheets at the US 
military prison in Cuba.
Australian detainee David Hicks has been held at Guantanamo for four-and-a-half years and has spent long periods in 
solitary.

His American lawyer, Marine Corps Major Michael Mori, visited Hicks last week and said the death of the three inmates 
made a compelling case against isolation.

"I think it just shows the conditions at Guantanamo and what it can do and the desperation that people can fall to 
when they're in isolation, they're held without any sort of real communication with the outside world," he told ABC 
radio. 

Hicks was in poor health, showing weight loss and continuing signs of depression, Major Mori said.

"I found him very desperate for human contact," he said.

"You could just tell when I first got to see him he was just so hungry to interact with another human being.

"He'd lost a lot of weight. I think the weight loss is part of his loss of appetite, just coming on from his ... depression 
manifesting itself in that way."

Major Mori said his client was put back in solitary three months ago without explanation, confined to a cement room 
for 22 hours a day.

At one stage, Hicks spent 16 months in isolation at Guantanamo's Camp Echo, half that time in a cell which received 
no sunlight.

Major Mori said he hoped Hicks would be released from isolation soon.

"Hopefully it'll be sooner rather than later because I'm already seeing the effects of the isolation manifesting," he said.

Hicks faces charges including attempted murder and aiding the enemy after being captured among Taliban forces in 
Afghanistan in late 2001.

The Australian Greens will try to move a motion in federal parliament tomorrow calling for the prison camp to be 
closed following the deaths of the three inmates. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14423  SOURCE: Herald Sun.news.com.au

Human Rights Lawyer Deplores Deriding of Guantanamo Suicides

Clive Stafford-Smith, the internationally recognised civil rights lawyer, has expressed astonishment and sadness at 
the attempts by the United States to dismiss the significance of three suicides at Guantanamo Bay, the extra-legal 
detention centre established at its military base on the island of Cuba.
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Stafford-Smith who first volunteered his services to detainees at Guantanamo in 2002, was responding to statements 
by US government spokesperson Colleen Graffy and camp commander Rear Admiral Harry Harris – after two Saudis 
and a Yemeni were found dead on 10 June 2006.

While human rights advocates say that the suicides illustrate the sheer desperation of men held without due process, 
outside international law, without charge and with no known prospect of trial or release, Graffy said their deaths 
amounted to a “public relations” stunt.

Harris, meanwhile, swept aside humanitarian concerns and declared that the self-inflicted deaths were “an act of 
asymmetrical warfare waged against us”.

But Clive Stafford-Smith said that such a response “beggars belief”. He told the BBC that he expects Guantanamo to 
close within a year. Reprieve, the anti-death penalty charity of which he is legal director, provides direct 
representation to at least 40 detainees there. 

Ms Graffy is US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy, but today her dismissive response to the 
men’s death was described by critics as another major diplomatic error on the part of the Bush administration. 

Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International and Christian Peacemaker Teams are among those who have called for 
the closure of the camp. The US government is also under pressure from the UN and the international community. 

On 9 June 2006 President Bush said he would “like to end Guantanamo”, but today Ms Graffy said that this would be 
“a complicated process”. 

Clive Stafford-Smith has assisted in filing lawsuits on behalf of more than 125 camp detainees. His clients have 
included Shaker Aamer, Jamil al Banna, Moazzam Begg, Omar Deghayes, Sami Al Hajj, Sami Al Laithi, Abdul Salam 
Gaithan Mureef Al Shehry, Jamal Kiyemba, Benyam Mohammed and Hisham Sliti.

Last August the layer addressed the Greenbelt festival, a major UK Christian event. He told those present about a 
second hunger strike at Guantanamo, warning that detainees were likely to die soon. 

As a result of restrictions imposed by the United States Department of Defence, which subjects lawyers’ notes to 
intelligence scrutiny, Stafford-Smith had to wait 20 days before he could publicly reveal re-commencement of the 
hunger strikes on 5 August 2005.

One of the reasons for the second hunger strike was to protest about the continuing imprisonment of children at 
Guantanamo Bay. A number of other unsuccessful suicide attempts have also been made.

Regarding the latest deaths, British Muslim Moazzam Begg, who spent three years in the camp before his innocence of 
terrorist activities was established, said: “They are in a worse situation than convicted criminals and [the deaths are] 
an act of desperation.”

Begg, a quietly-spoken and thoughtful man who has since written a book about his Guantanamo experiences, called 
for the release of Norman Kember and the three other members of Christian Peacemaker Teams held hostage in Iraq 
from November 2005 to March 2006.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14422  SOURCE: Ekklesia.co.uk

Red Cross To Visit Guantanamo

By Tom Clifford, Assistant Editor, International
 
The Red Cross is sending a team to Guantanamo to "get the US version of events'' after three inmates committed 
suicide.

The detainees hanged themselves using nooses made of sheets and clothes. They are the first reported deaths among 
hundreds of men held at the base.

"A medical team will be arriving within days at Guantanamo and we will be speaking to authorities and inmates," Red 
Cross spokesman Vincent Lusser told Gulf News from Geneva last night.
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"We were told about the deaths in our Washington office on Saturday and we are getting a team ready to go. We are 
obviously concerned about the inmates and their families."

One topic the Red Cross will raise is the mental health of detainees who face the threat of infinite confinement, 
without trial or access to legal representation. "It is a huge emotional strain for the inmates," Lusser said. 

The Red Cross will also want to know how the inmates were able to actually prepare and commit suicide in one of the 
most heavily guarded areas in the world.

Only 10 have been charged with crimes and there has been growing international pressure on the US to close the 
prison.

Two men from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen were found dead shortly after midnight on Saturday in separate 
cells, said the Miami-based US Southern Command.

"They hung themselves with fabricated nooses made out of clothes and bed sheets," base commander Navy Rear Adm 
Harry Harris said in a conference call from the US base in southeastern Cuba.

"They have no regard for human life," he said. "Neither ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act of 
desperation but an act of asymmetric warfare against us." Military officials said the men had been held in Guantanamo 
Bay for about four years.

"They're determined, intelligent, committed elements and they continue to do everything they can ... to become 
martyrs in the jihad," said Gen John Craddock, commander of the Miami-based US Southern Command, which has 
jurisdiction over the prison.

There are about 450 prisoners still held there. The Red Cross insists it has access to all the prisoners. There have 
been allegations that some ghost detainees have been held at Guantanamo.

"We were not there so we cannot and do not comment publically about events in Guantanamo" Lusser said "but the 
welfare of the prisoners is the responsibility of the US, obviously."

Independent reports based on the Pentagon's own figures indicate that fewer than 55 per cent of the prisoners are 
even accused of committing actions against the US or its allies. 

Many of those held were captured not by US forces but by groups in Afghanistan at a time when a bounty of $5,000 
was being offered for terror suspects. The scope for abuse, for old rivalries to be settled, was immense, rights lawyers 
believe.

In Washington, meanwhile, President George W. Bush expressed "serious concern" after learning that three "war on 
terror" detainees committed suicide at the Guantanamo prison camp, the White House said Saturday.

Bush was briefed about the incident by US Secretary Condoleezza Rice and later had an intelligence briefing with 
national security adviser Stephen Hadley and White House chief of staff Josh Bolten, said Bush spokesman Tony 
Snow.

"He expressed serious concern," Snow said of Bush's reaction. "He also stressed that it was important to treat the 
bodies humanely and with cultural sensitivity," he said.

One topic the Red Cross will raise is the mental health of detainees who face the threat of infinite confinement.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14421  SOURCE: Gulf News

Hicks Could Kill Himself, Says Father

From:  From Chris Salter

THE father of Australian terrorist suspect David Hicks fears his son will take his own life at the Guantanamo Bay 
detention centre in similar circumstances to three of his fellow inmates yesterday.
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Speaking from his Adelaide home yesterday, Terry Hicks said his son was suffering from severe depression and had 
lost the desire to eat. 
"He is not really very well," Mr Hicks said. "He has lost a lot of weight. He is just so depressed." 

Mr Hicks said he was hoping David would keep strong, although he said his conditions were oppressive.

He said David was confined to a cell for 22 hours a day. 

"We've got our fingers crossed that David is stronger of mind," he said. 

It comes as three Guantanamo Bay detainees yesterday hanged themselves using nooses made of sheets and clothes. 

The men, two from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen, were found dead in separate cells. It is believed the suicides 
were co-ordinated. 

Greens senator Bob Brown said Guantanamo Bay had to be closed. Senator Brown will move a motion in the Senate 
on Tuesday calling for it to be shut down and Hicks brought home. 

"Guantanamo Bay is an illegal torture centre which has no place in civilised society," Senator Brown said. 

"It's a throwback to the Middle Ages and it's not Christian." 

The Greens have unsuccessfully moved several times in the past for the Guantanamo Bay detention facility to be 
closed. 

Almost 500 foreigners are being held at Guantanamo Bay after being captured mainly in the US-led war against the 
Taliban and al Qaeda in Afghanistan. 

Only 10 have been charged with crimes and there has been growing international pressure on the US to close the 
prison. 

The men who committed suicide had been held in Guantanamo Bay for about four years. 

All three detainees had engaged in a hunger strike to protest their indefinite incarceration and had been force-fed 
before quitting their protest. 

Pentagon officials said the men were in Camp 1, the highest-security area at Guantanamo. Hicks is being held in 
Camp 5. 

Guantanamo officials have reported 41 unsuccessful suicide attempts by 25 detainees since the US began taking 
prisoners to the base in January 2002

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14419  SOURCE: News.com.au

Sweden Says Suicides Show Need To Close Guantanamo Bay Prison

Sweden (AP) - Sweden's foreign minister said Sunday that the suicides of three detainees at Guantanamo Bay showed 
the importance of shutting down the U.S. prison camp and bringing detainees to trial or letting them go. 

Foreign Minister Jan Eliasson called the deaths a "tragic development" in a written statement. 

"It shows the importance of letting the Guantanamo prisoners free or giving them a statutory trial," he said. 

Eliasson said it was also the joint opinion of the 25-member European Union that the facility, where the U.S. has been 
holding hundreds of terror suspects without trial or charge, should be closed. 

In Germany, a senior legislator from the governing Social Democratic party, supported that view. 
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"These events confirm doubts about the justification for the camp's existence," Peter Struck told the Bild newspaper. 
"The USA should close Guantanamo and transfer the detainees to proper court proceedings." 

Two men from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen were found dead shortly after midnight Saturday in separate cells at 
the detention facility, U.S. military officials said. The detainees had hanged themselves with nooses made of sheets 
and clothes. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14418  SOURCE: Canada.com

Defense Lawyers Express Concern About More Possible Suicides At 
Guantanamo Bay

The Associated Press

A "stench of despair" hangs over the Guantanamo Bay prison where three detainees committed suicide this weekend, 
a defense lawyer who recently visited the U.S. jail in Cuba said as calls increased Sunday to close the facility. 

No other detainees had tried to commit suicide since U.S. military guards found two Saudis and one Yemeni prisoner 
hanging by nooses made from sheets and clothing early Saturday, Army Lt. Col. Lora Tucker told The Associated Press 
on Sunday. 

While U.S. officials argue the suicides were political acts aimed at hurting American standing in the world, human 
rights activists and former detainees say prisoners are desperate after years in captivity and view suicide as the only 
way out even though Islam forbids it. 

A European official urged that the widely criticized prison be closed, and two senior U.S. senators expressed concern 
that most of the prisoners have not been charged with any crimes. A Saudi Arabian human rights group called for an 
outside investigation of the deaths. 

U.S. military guards were trying to prevent more suicides, such as removing sheets from cells when detainees are not 
sleeping. But rights groups and defense lawyers said they feared the suicides — the first detainee deaths at 
Guantanamo Bay — were just the beginning. 

"A stench of despair hangs over Guantanamo. Everyone is shutting down and quitting," said Mark Denbeaux, a law 
professor at Seton Hall University in New Jersey who along with his son, Joshua, represents two Tunisians at 
Guantanamo. 

He said he was frightened by the depression he saw in one of the men when he visited the jail on June 2. The client, 
Mohammed Abdul Rahman, "is trying to kill himself" by participating in a hunger strike, Denbeaux said. 

"He is normally a gentle, quiet, shy person," Denbeaux said late Saturday. "He sat there in a subdued state that was 
almost inert. He was colossally depressed." 

Denbeaux said he had intended to cheer Rahman up by showing him a newspaper article quoting President Bush as 
saying he wanted to close the jail. But the lawyer said guards confiscated the article because detainees are barred 
from seeing news of current events. 

"We wanted to say, 'We have some hope for you,'" Denbeaux said. "They wouldn't let us give him some hope." 

That afternoon, Rahman was force-fed, the lawyer said. Force feeding involves strapping a hunger striker into a 
"restraint chair" and feeding him through a tube inserted into the nose. 

About 460 people, some of them in custody for 4 years, are being held at the Guantanamo camp on suspicion of links 
to al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Many claim they are innocent or were low-level Taliban members who never intended to 
harm the United States. 

International demands to close the prison grew. 

Danish Prime Minister Fogh Rasmussen, who supported Bush in the Iraq war, said the detention center's procedures 
violate "the very principle of the rule of law" and weaken the fight against terrorism. 
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Swedish Foreign Minister Jan Eliasson said the deaths underlined the need to close the camp and bring detainees to 
trial or free them. Eliasson said the 25-nation European Union believes the facility should be closed. 

Only 10 detainees have been charged with crimes and face military tribunals ordered by Bush. A hearing scheduled 
this week for one was suspended after the suicides. Authorities were considering suspending all this month's hearings 
pending a Supreme Court on whether Bush overstepped his authority in setting up the tribunals. 

Gen. John Craddock, commander of the U.S. Southern Command, said the suicides were part of Islamic militants' holy 
war against the United States and its allies. 

"They're determined, intelligent, committed elements and they continue to do everything they can ... to become 
martyrs in the jihad," Craddock told reporters Saturday. 

A British citizen released from Guantanamo disputed that view. 

"Killing yourself is not something that is looked at lightly in Islam, but if you're told day after day by the Americans 
that you're never going to go home or you're put into isolation, these acts are committed simply out of desperation 
and loss of hope," said Shafiq Rasul, 29, who waged a hunger strike while a prisoner in Guantanamo. 

"This was not done as an act of martyrdom, warfare or anything else." 

The chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee said he would like to see the detainees' cases judged more quickly. 

"Where we have evidence they ought to be tried, and if convicted they ought to be sentenced," Sen. Arlen Specter, R-
Pa., said on CNN's "Late Edition." 

He said that without charges, many of the prisoners are "just out there in limbo, and that creates a very difficult 
situation." 

Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, backed President Bush's comments 
Friday that the Guantanamo camp holds some very dangerous terrorists, but said on CNN that more needs to be done 
to figure out which detainees aren't a threat. 

"There has to be a good procedure that balances the need to keep these people off the street with the need to find out 
who in fact is a terrorist," he said. 

Saudi Arabia's government identified the two dead Saudi detainees on Sunday as Mani bin Shaman bin Turki al 
Habradi and Yasser Talal Abdullah Yahya al Zahrani. The identity of the Yemeni was still not known. 

The suicides hit a sore point with Saudis, who are angry that more than 130 of their countrymen are at Guantanamo. 
Saudi Arabia's semiofficial human rights organization demanded an independent investigation, questioning whether 
torture drove the men to suicide. 

"There are no independent monitors at the detention camp so it is easy to pin the crime on the prisoners, considering 
it is possible they were tortured," said Mufleh al-Qahtani, the group's deputy director. 

The number of Guantanamo hunger strikers stood at eight Sunday, with five of them being force fed, Lt. Cmdr. Robert 
Durand, spokesman for the detention center, told AP. The number of hunger strikers this year peaked at 89 in May. 

Until now, Guantanamo officials have said there have been 41 suicide attempts by 25 detainees and no deaths since 
the U.S. began taking prisoners to the base in January 2002. Defense lawyers contend the number of suicide attempts 
is higher. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14417  SOURCE: USAToday.com

Former Guantanamo Detainees Recall Despair

By PAISLEY DODDS Associated Press Writer 
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LONDON — Dispirited and desperate prisoners at Guantanamo Bay look to suicide as a way out of a hopeless 
situation, and not because they seek martyrdom, say three British Muslims once held there.

"There is no hope in Guantanamo. The only thing that goes through your mind day after day is how to get justice or 
how to kill yourself," said Shafiq Rasul, 29, who waged a hunger strike while at the camp to protest alleged beatings. 
"It is the despair _ not the thought of martyrdom _ that consumes you there."

In an interview late Saturday with The Associated Press, Rasul and two boyhood friends, Ruhal Ahmed and Asif Iqbal, 
disputed the charge by U.S. officials that the three suicides by Guantanamo detainees this weekend were political 
acts.

"Killing yourself is not something that is looked at lightly in Islam, but if you're told day after day by the Americans 
that you're never going to go home or you're put into isolation, these acts are committed simply out of desperation 
and loss of hope," Rasul said. "This was not done as an act of martyrdom, warfare or anything else."

The three Britons are the subject of a movie, "The Road to Guantanamo," that traces their steps from a trip to 
Pakistan for a wedding to the desolate U.S. outpost in Cuba, where they were held for more than two years without 
charge. The film, which premiered at the Berlin Film Festival in February, opens in New York on June 23.

Many of the some 460 Guantanamo detainees accused of links to Afghanistan's Taliban regime or the al-Qaida terror 
network have been held for more than four years without charge, including the two Saudis and one Yemeni who 
hanged themselves early Saturday.

There are no scenes of attempted suicides in "The Road to Guantanamo," but the British friends said they saw several 
at the camp.

"A Saudi detainee in the cell in front of us had had enough," said Ahmed. "We could hear him rip up his sheets and tie 
it to the wire mesh roof of the cell. He jumped off his sink and tried to hang himself. We shouted to the military police 
and they came and saved him."

The men said they suffered beatings, saw guards throw Qurans in the toilet, were forced to watch videotapes of 
prisoners who had allegedly been ordered to sodomize each other and were chained to a hook in the floor while strobe 
lights flashed and heavy metal music blared.

The allegations, some of which are dramatized in the film, are part of a lawsuit against the United States seeking $10 
million each in damages.

The three men, who were released without charge in March 2004, said their lives are still far from easy.

Since they started promoting their film across Europe, they say they are questioned or searched when they land in 
Britain. After they returned from Spain recently, armed police in Birmingham boarded the plane and searched their 
seats. Even two actors who play the men in the film were stopped in February and held for questioning under the anti-
terror laws.

"It's embarrassing. We feel like outsiders in our own country," Ahmed said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14416  SOURCE: Chron.com

'Suicides' Prompt New Calls To Close Guantanamo

By Jane Sutton

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The suicides of three Arab prisoners at Guantanamo ignited new calls on Sunday for the 
United States to shut down the detention camp and find a better way to deal with captured terrorist suspects.

Advocates for the prisoners blamed the Bush administration for the deaths, which they said would inflame the global 
Muslim community.
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Two Saudis and a Yemeni hanged themselves with clothes and bedsheets in maximum security cells on Saturday -- 
the first captives to die at Guantanamo since the United States began sending suspected al Qaeda and Taliban 
captives there in 2002.

Saudi Arabia's Interior Ministry identified the two Saudis as Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani but gave no further 
details. Pentagon documents show Zahrani was 21, meaning he was sent to Guantanamo as a teenager.

Saudi Arabia, a staunch U.S. ally, asked for the return of the bodies, and said it was stepping up efforts to repatriate 
more than 100 Saudis held at the prison on a U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

"Each Saudi has to be brought home where he can face up to charges he is accused of based on our laws and 
regulations," said an Interior Ministry spokesman.

Guantanamo holds about 460 foreigners captured during the U.S.-led war to oust al Qaeda from Afghanistan after the 
September 11 attacks.

The Bush administration calls them dangerous men who would launch deadly attacks on America and its allies if 
released. But President George W. Bush said Friday he would like to empty Guantanamo and is working to repatriate 
many of the detainees.

Sen. Jack Reed, a Democrat from Rhode Island, said the United States must find another way to keep the 
Guantanamo prisoners off the streets.

"There are some ruthless and fanatical terrorists that are in our custody and we just can't turn them loose," Reed told 
CNN's Late Edition. But he said: "We should recognize that as long as Guantanamo exists, it is a source of 
international attention and concern."

Prisoners have for years staged coordinated suicide attempts that human rights advocates called evidence of despair 
and isolation. Before Saturday, 23 prisoners had tried to kill themselves in 41 suicide attempts at the camp.

'GOING CRAZY'

They have been held for more than four years, most without charges and face indefinite detention with none of the 
rights afforded prisoners of war or criminal suspects in the U.S. justice system.

Shafiq Rasul, a British former Guantanamo prisoner who won a U.S. Supreme Court case upholding the inmates' now-
curtailed right to challenge their detention in the U.S. courts in 2004, said he witnessed suicide attempts while held 
there.

"There were individuals who had just had enough, couldn't take any more, were going crazy, who would attempt to 
kill themselves," he told Sky Television.

Britain, Germany and other U.S. allies have joined a chorus of rights groups that have urged Washington to close the 
camp.

"If it is perfectly legal and there is nothing going wrong there, why don't they have it in America?" Britain's 
Constitutional Affairs Minister Harriet Harman said on BBC television.

Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen said the indefinite detention of prisoners without legal proceedings 
contradicts the rule of law.

"I think it would be to the benefit of our cause and our fight for freedom and against terrorism if the facilities at 
Guantanamo were closed down," he told CNN's Late Edition.

Cageprisoners.com, a Web site that draws attention to the cases of detained Muslims, posted a news release blaming 
the Bush administration for the deaths.

"They have constructively killed them by creating an atmosphere which for all intents and purposes had already taken 
their lives," it said. "Their blood is on the hands of the Bush regime and their deaths will fuel the anger of the global 
Muslim community."

The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this month on the legitimacy of special military tribunals set up to try 
those charged with war crimes, and to clarify what rights the prisoners have in U.S. courts.
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Pretrial hearings had been scheduled at Guantanamo this week for one of the 10 men charged so far before the 
tribunals, but the hearings were canceled due to the suicides.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14415  SOURCE: Reuters

Senators Call For Prompt Trials of US Guantanamo Detainees

June 11 (Bloomberg) -- Two senators called for prompt trials for hundreds of suspected terrorists at the U.S. military 
prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, after three inmates hanged themselves in their cells. 

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter said today the deaths underscore the need to determine which 
detainees are actual enemy combatants and to pursue charges where warranted. 

``Where we have evidence, they ought to be tried, and if convicted, they ought to be sentenced,'' Specter, a 
Pennsylvania Republican, said on CNN's ``Late Edition.'' He said detainees are ``out there in limbo'' while the 
Supreme Court reviews the lawfulness of military trials for some prisoners. 

Senator Jack Reed, a Rhode Island Democrat, said the government should move ``as quickly as possible'' to close the 
prison once it decides what to do with the most dangerous detainees. 

``As long as Guantanamo exists, it's a source of international attention and concern,'' Reed said on CNN. 

The U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service is probing the deaths of two Saudis and a Yemeni who hanged 
themselves using their clothing and bed sheets, the military said after the bodies were discovered yesterday. The 
prisoners left suicide notes in Arabic, the military said. 

The government has been accused of keeping prisoners at Guantanamo under inhumane conditions, holding them 
without charges since the prison was opened in January 2002. 

Forty-one attempted suicides have been thwarted at the camp prior to yesterday's deaths, White House spokesman 
Tony Snow told reporters yesterday. 

Navy Rear Admiral Harry Harris, commander of the military joint task force at Guantanamo, said yesterday in a 
conference call with reporters that the suicides were a coordinated ``act of asymmetric warfare'' and not the result of 
desperation by the prisoners. The men had been in the prison for about four years and were enemy combatants, he 
said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14414  SOURCE: Bloomberg.com

Third Guantanamo Detainee Identified

US Version of Gitmo Deaths Questioned
Samir Al-Saadi, Arab News 
  
JEDDAH, 12 June 2006 — The Interior Ministry yesterday identified the two Saudi detainees who died Saturday in 
Guantanamo Bay as 29-year-old Manie ibn Shaman ibn Turki Al-Habardi Al-Utaibi and 22-year-old Yasser Talal 
Abdullah Yahya Al-Zahrani, who was detained at the age of 17.

Interior Ministry spokesman Brig. Gen. Mansour Al-Turki said the US authorities furnished the Kingdom with the 
names of the two Saudis. He said efforts were under way to gain custody of the bodies of the two dead men. Al-Turki 
told Arab News: “Our priority now is to repatriate the bodies and to speed up our efforts in bringing back all the 
Saudis who are detained there.” He emphasized that the Kingdom was vigorously pursuing all channels to speedily 
repatriate the remaining Saudis held at the detention center in Cuba.

Mofleh Al-Qahtani, vice chairman of the National Human Rights Society, demanded a neutral and independent 
investigation into the deaths and said his organization would hold an emergency meeting to discuss the issue.

24

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14414
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14415


Al-Qahtani told Al-Eqtisadiah business daily: “The men could have been murdered or put under intense pressure 
forcing them to commit suicide.” He pointed to the fact that suicide was contrary to the teachings of Islam and also 
cast doubts on the US version of events.

Al-Qahtani said the society was coordinating with foreign and interior ministries to uncover the truth behind the 
deaths.

A Yemeni source named the third Gitmo detainee who committed suicide with the two Saudis as Ahmad Abdullah, a 
Yemeni.

Kateb Fahad Al-Shammari, a lawyer representing Saudi detainees, held the US authorities responsible for the deaths 
of the two Saudi prisoners. “This is another violation of the Geneva Convention in relation to prisoners. The deaths are 
just further crimes added to the crimes and violations that happen on a daily basis against the detainees.”

Al-Shammari said: “We have great doubts over the American version stating that the three detainees died as a result 
of suicide.” He added that they were detained under extraordinary circumstances and were under 24-hour 
surveillance. The lawyer also believes that this incident will give the case of the remaining detainees a different turn 
and possibly speed up a solution.

The US military said guards at the camp found the two Saudis and the Yemeni not breathing in their cells shortly after 
midnight and that attempts to resuscitate them failed.

It said that all three of the detainees had left suicide notes, but no details were made public.

The deaths threw a fresh spotlight on the camp, which has drawn strong criticism internationally and undermined 
support for the US war on terrorism that was launched after the Sept. 11 attacks.

Guantanamo holds about 460 foreigners captured mainly in Afghanistan where the US has been fighting the Taleban 
and Al-Qaeda. Amnesty International has renewed calls for the closure of the camp, joining a chorus of criticism from 
human rights groups.

Facing indefinite detention, with none of the rights afforded to formal prisoners of war or criminal suspects in the US 
justice system, dozens of the detainees have undertaken hunger strikes and attempted suicide.

The military said 25 inmates had attempted suicide a total of 41 times since the camp opened in January 2002. 
“Sadly, suicides like these are entirely predictable when people are held outside the law with no end in sight,” said 
Ken Roth, head of Human Rights Watch in New York.

— Additional input from agencies
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14413  SOURCE: Arab News

Saudis Allege Torture in Guantanamo Deaths

By LARA SUKHTIAN
Associated Press Writers

 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia -- The reported suicides of two Saudi detainees at Guantanamo Bay intensified Saudi anger at 
the camp, drawing questions Sunday about whether the men really killed themselves or were driven to it by torture. 
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The detention of more than 130 Saudis at the U.S. jail has long grated on people in the kingdom, and there was 
marked skepticism that the prisoners committed suicide. 

"The families don't believe it, and of course I don't believe it either," said Kateb al Shimri, a lawyer who represents 
relatives of Saudis held at Guantanamo. 

"A crime was committed here and the U.S. authorities are responsible," al Shimri said, echoing the general sentiment 
heard in the Saudi capital, Riyadh. 

Al Shimri said he planned to sue the U.S. government for compensation on behalf of the relatives of the deceased. 

The kingdom's semiofficial human rights organization called for an independent investigation into the deaths of the 
two Saudis, who were identified Sunday by Saudi officials as Mani bin Shaman bin Turki al Habradi and Yasser Talal 
Abdullah Yahya al Zahrani. 

A Yemini prisoner also killed himself early Saturday, U.S. authorities said. His identity was not released. 

Many Saudis denounced the suicide claim as a fabrication, and some accused U.S. authorities of complicity in the 
inmates' deaths. 

"There are no independent monitors at the detention camp so it is easy to pin the crime on the prisoners, given that 
it's possible they were tortured," said Mufleh al-Qahtani, deputy director of the state-sponosred Saudi Human Rights 
Group. 

Saleh al-Khathlan, director of monitoring at the rights group, explicitly accused Guantanamo officials of torturing 
detainees. 

"Even if the suicide story is true, I have no doubts that they were pushed to it by torture and the lack of attention 
paid to the health of the detainees," he said. 

The families of other Saudi detainees also questioned the U.S. version. 

"They were killed; they were murdered. This was no suicide," said Lulua al Dakheel, whose son, 22-year-old Fahed al 
Fouzan, has been at Guantanamo for more than four years. 

Speaking through tears, she added: "There are no guarantees that my son won't be next. These people (U.S. officials) 
can't be trusted. They treat their dogs better than they treat our sons." 

Some people in the conservative Islamic kingdom questioned whether Muslim men would kill themselves since suicide 
is a grave sin in Islam. But defense lawyers and some former detainees said many prisoners at Guantanamo are 
wasting away in deep despair at their long captivity. 

The U.S. military said the bodies of the two Saudis and one Yemeni were found in their cells, hanging from sheets and 
clothing. Officials said all three left suicide notes. 

According to U.S. military officials, the dead men had previously engaged in a hunger strike to protest their indefinite 
incarceration and had been force-fed before quitting their protest. 

One of the detainees was accused by U.S. officials of being a mid- or high-level al-Qaida operative, while another was 
captured in Afghanistan and participated in a riot at a prison there, said the jail's commander, Navy Rear Adm. Harry 
Harris. The third belonged to a splinter group, he said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14412  SOURCE: Newsday.com

Top US Official: 'Guantanamo Suicides a PR Move'
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A top US official has described the suicides of three detainees at the US base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as a "good 
PR move to draw attention". 
Colleen Graffy told the BBC the deaths were part of a strategy and "a tactic to further the jihadi cause", but taking 
their own lives was unnecessary. 

But lawyers say the men who hanged themselves had been driven by despair. 

A military investigation into the deaths is under way, amid growing calls for the centre to be moved or closed. 

Speaking to the BBC's Newshour programme, Ms Graffy, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy, 
said the three men did not value their lives nor the lives of those around them. 

Detainees had access to lawyers, received mail and had the ability to write to families, so had other means of making 
protests, she said, and it was hard to see why the men had not protested about their situation. 

The men, two Saudis and a Yemeni, were found unresponsive and not breathing by guards on Saturday morning, said 
officials. 

They were in separate cells in Camp One, the highest security section of the prison. 

Despair 

There have been dozens of suicide attempts since the camp was set up four years ago - but none successful until now. 

Ken Roth, head of Human Rights Watch in New York, told the BBC the men had probably been driven by despair. 

"These people are despairing because they are being held lawlessly," he said. 

"There's no end in sight. They're not being brought before any independent judges. They're not being charged and 
convicted for any crime." 

But earlier, the camp commander, Rear Adm Harris said he did not believe the men had killed themselves out of 
despair. 

"They are smart. They are creative, they are committed," he said. 

"They have no regard for life, either ours or their own. I believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of 
asymmetrical warfare waged against us." 

Calls for closure 

US officials are facing growing international calls for the camp to be closed down. 

"If it's perfectly legal and there's nothing going wrong there - well, why don't they have it in America and then the 
American court system can supervise it?" UK Constitutional Affairs Minister Harriet Harman told the BBC on Sunday. 

But Ms Graffy said closing down Guantanamo was a "complicated process" which needed to consider what would 
happen to detainees if the centre was shut down. 

On Friday, Mr Bush said he would "like to end Guantanamo", adding he believed the inmates "ought to be tried in 
courts here in the United States". 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14405  SOURCE: BBC News

Saudi Lawyer Blames US For Guantanamo Suicides

By Souhail Karam
Reuters
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RIYADH (Reuters) - A lawyer for Saudi nationals imprisoned at Guantanamo Bay said on Sunday he held U.S. 
authorities responsible for the deaths of two Saudi prisoners who hanged themselves at the U.S. naval base.

Saudi Arabia, a staunch U.S. ally, said it was stepping up efforts to repatriate all nationals held at the base in Cuba.

 An Interior Ministry statement identified the two Saudis as Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani but gave no further 
details about them. A Yemeni man also committed suicide.

"We are doing all we can to bring the bodies of the two victims home," a Saudi Interior Ministry spokesman told 
Reuters, but declined to say if Riyadh would ask for an investigation into the deaths.

The three men, who hanged themselves with clothes and bedsheets, were the first prisoners to die at the base in 
Cuba since the United States began holding "terrorism" suspects there in 2002.

"Our priority now is to repatriate the bodies of the victims and to step up our efforts to bring back all Saudis detained 
there," the Interior Ministry spokesman said.

"Each Saudi has to be brought home where he can face up to charges he is accused of based on our laws and 
regulations."

He said there were up to 103 Saudis detained at the naval base, which holds about 460 foreigners captured mainly in 
Afghanistan where the United States has fought the Taliban and al Qaeda.

MISTREATMENT

The detainees' deaths renewed criticism of the base, which many human rights groups say should be closed. Nearly all 
the prisoners at Guantanamo, in Cuba, are being held without charge and some have been held for more than three 
years.

"The detainees' death reveals the mistreatment at Guantanamo and the extent human rights are breached," said 
Katib al-Shimary, lawyer for Saudi detainees at Guantanamo. "Their suicide, that is if they did commit suicide, is a 
response to the oppression and injustice they lived in."

"I hold the U.S. authorities responsible for their deaths," Shimary told Saudi-owned satellite television Al Arabiya.

The lawyer said U.S. authorities did not allow him or any other foreign lawyers to meet detainees, adding that he had 
not been informed of the death of the two Saudis.

The U.S. military said guards at the camp found the three Arab men not breathing in their cells shortly after midnight 
and attempts to resuscitate them failed.

The three detainees had taken part previously in extended hunger strikes and been force-fed. They all left suicide 
notes but no details were made public.

Saudi Arabia has freed at least eight detainees handed over to it from Guantanamo, saying they had completed their 
jail sentences. In May, the kingdom said it had received 15 Saudi detainees and that they would be put on trial in the 
kingdom if a review of their cases shows a trial was justified.

Fifteen of the 19 hijackers who carried out the September 11, 2001, attacks on U.S. cities were from Saudi Arabia, as 
is al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14401  SOURCE: Washington Post

Bush and Blair are Responsible for 3 Guantanamo Deaths
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London, UK , June 10 - The responsibility for the deaths of three detainees  at Guantanamo Bay rests with Bush and 
Blair who have colluded in detaining  over 400 prisoners without trial, charge or legal representation. During  their 
detention many have reported being humiliated, shackled, gagged,  blindfolded and tortured.

Although it is not clear how the detainees died, US authorities have  suggested that they died as a result of a suicide 
pact. However, what is  clear is that concerns about the deteriorating mental health of detainees  have been raised 
time and time again. A recent UN report noted a "profound  deterioration" in the mental health of many being held on 
the island. The  report said that in 2003, more than 350 acts of self-harm were reported,  along with individual and 
mass suicide attempts and hunger strikes. The  report also singled out health professionals for criticism, noting that 
some appear to have been "complicit in abusive treatment of detainees detrimental to their health". It is obvious that 
Western governments have been  indifferent to these concerns and others.

Imran Waheed, a media representative of Hizb ut-Tahrir Britain , said,  "Those who established and defend 
Guantanamo and those who turn a blind eye, calling it a mere 'anomaly', are responsible for the deaths of detainees. 
It has become clear to the world that when it comes to the interests of Western governments everything is allowed 
and there are no restrictions whatsoever.  This is what is meant when we are told that 'the rules of the game are  
changing'."

"The attitude of Western governments towards Guantanamo is not surprising  given that they continue to support the 
worst perpetrators of political  repression and torture such as Mubarak of Egypt and Musharraf of Pakistan .  Their 
attitude is both immoral and dangerous to the world."

"An alternative path to this outdated vision of empire, colonialism and  exploitation must be realised. The Islamic 
Khilafah [Caliphate] will abolish all torture, ensure that citizens are innocent until proven guilty, prevent  the state 
from spying on citizens and allow people to look beyond the web of deceit and lies of their governments in the 'war on 
terror'."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14457  SOURCE: Hizb Ut Tahrir Britain

Guantanamo Deaths are Acts of Desperation - Not Acts of War

Muslim Council of Britain
Release

Following the deaths of three men at Guantanamo Bay in an apparent suicide pact, the Muslim Council of Britain 
reaffirms its call for the US government to respond to world outrage and close down its shameful detention centre 
without further delay.

"The deaths of these three men does not represent an 'asymmetrical act of war' as the Americans unbelievably claim, 
but rather an act of absolute desperation. These men had been kept in a legal limbo for several years now with no 
charges being brought against them, with no chance to clear their names before a court of law. For a top US govt 
official to now describe their deaths as some kind of 'PR move' is incredibly insensitive and indeed callous," said Dr 
Muhammad Abdul Bari, Secretary-General of the Muslim Council of Britain.

Over 460 Muslims continue to be held at Guantanamo, many of whom have been held there for nearly four years 
without charge.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14456  SOURCE: MCB

Press Condemns Guantanamo 'Violations'

Papers in the Arab and wider Islamic world have harsh words for the US government following the suicides of three 
prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay. 

Commentators say the policy of holding suspects indefinitely at the camp is a continuing violation of human rights, 
which is leading to acts of desperation by inmates. 

Some voice scepticism at the official US account of the three deaths, and demand an independent inquiry. 
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EDITORIAL IN SAUDI ARAB NEWS

The tragedy was just waiting to happen... These deaths reflect the desperation for a basic human need - a need for 
justice, a need to have someone hear what these incarcerated people have to say, then be duly punished if a crime 
has been committed or be set free. 

Three of the detainees are now gone without ever having seen a court or enjoyed a system of justice that is held so 
dearly by their captors.

EDITORIAL IN EGYPT'S AL-AHRAM

Washington, which considers itself the sponsor of democracy and human rights in the world, and whose 
administration, House of Representatives and the Senate adopt sanctions against several countries that it sees as 
violating democracy and human rights, appears today as the main suspect in the violation of these rights. 

This requires it to stop these violations or face a relevant international independent investigation where international 
and American rules can be applied to it.

EDITORIAL IN PAN-ARAB AL-QUDS AL-ARABI

The US official report on the suicides of the [two] Saudis and Yemeni prisoners in Guantanamo Bay is being met with 
scepticism by lawyers and international human rights institutions. The prevalent belief is that they died of torture... 

The whole world should act and compel the current US Administration to retract from this disgraceful violation of 
human rights and close the Guantanamo detention centre immediately without delay.

COMMENTARY IN SYRIA'S TISHRIN

Certainly, US President George Bush did not voice his growing concern about the suicide of three detainees in 
Guantanamo out of sadness about the suicides or because of the tragic situation of those who are still alive 'dead' in 
this Nazi detention centre. Bush's concern is absolutely about his own situation and the continuously collapsing image 
of his method, which took him to the bottom figures in US opinion polls.

EDITORIAL IN EGYPT'S AL-JUMHURIYAH 

The USA, which styled itself as a sponsor of human rights in the world, has not provided any of these rights to the 
detainees in Guantanamo or the other secret detention centres. On the contrary, the reports issued by organisations, 
some of which are affiliated to the UN, are unanimous that the rights of the detainees are being violated and they are 
being exposed to various kinds of physical and moral torture, including deliberate insulting of their beliefs and 
disrespecting their heavenly books. 

EDITORIAL IN PAKISTANI DAILY PAKISTAN

Fed up with atrocities in the notorious Guantanamo Bay prison, three Muslim prisoners have committed suicide. The 
question arises here - under such strict security, how did the prisoners get the opportunity to prepare rope and hang 
themselves with it? 

Any impartial international tribunal should carry out a probe of matters at Guantanamo prison so that actual facts can 
come to the surface.

BBC Monitoring selects and translates news from radio, television, press, news agencies and the internet from 150 
countries in more than 70 languages. It is based in Caversham, UK, and has several bureaux abroad.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14455  SOURCE: BBC News
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Pressure Grows on Guantanamo Bay

By Paul Reynolds 
World Affairs Correspondent, BBC News website  

 
The adverse reaction to a claim by a senior US official that the suicides of three Guantanamo Bay detainees was a 
"good PR move" adds to the growing international pressure for the camp to be closed. 

The comment was made by Colleen Graffy, deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy, and reflected 
what the camp commander Rear Admiral Harry Harris had said about the suicides being "an act of warfare waged 
against us". 

However, Ms Graffy's remark was shortly afterwards disowned by another official, Cully Stimson, deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defence for Detainee Affairs who said: "I wouldn't characterise it is as a good PR move." 

In the world of public diplomacy that is quite a putdown. 

Previous form 

Colleen Graffy, formerly a professor of law at Pepperdine University, has been known to go in for combative debate 
before. 

In an e-mail exchange with Kate Allen of Amnesty International UK, published in 2004 by the UK newspaper the 
Guardian, she said: "In the Second World War, Americans and Britons who were captured were held until the end of 
hostilities. They were not read rights or given a dime to call their lawyer. 

"International law has not caught up with the problems posed by the current threat of terrorism. One being, how do 
we deal with non-state actors such as al-Qaeda who have not signed the Geneva Convention nor have any desire to 
abide by it?" 

Confusion 

The confused reaction of American officials probably reflects the overall uncertainty surrounding the future of 
Guantanamo Bay. 

The camp is at crisis point internationally, with even the Americans' close ally Britain now openly calling for the camp 
to be closed. 

The language of British ministers has noticeably hardened against the camp. Harriett Harman, the Constitutional 
Affairs Minister and herself politically close to Mr Blair, said after the suicides: "It is in a legal no man's land. Either it 
should be moved to America and then they can hold these people under the American justice system or it should be 
closed." 

The European Union's External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner said: "Guantanamo should be closed." 

It was no surprise that the Guardian newspaper should say that "the demented logic of Dr Strangelove hung like a 
ghost" over the US reaction. 

But the Times of London, normally a supporter of US foreign policy, was also critical, saying that President Bush, 
having indicated that he would like to close the camp, "needs to be much clearer about when, and how". 

All eyes on Supreme Court 

The "when" and the "how" are currently awaiting a crucial ruling by the US Supreme Court. After that judgement, 
which is expected by the end of this month, things should become clearer. 

In the meantime, the debate within the United States about the future of the camp has been put somewhat on hold. 

The case, Hamdan v Rumsfeld, was brought against the US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld by Salid Ahmed 
Hamdan, a Yemeni who was Osama Bin Laden's driver in Afghanistan. 
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Mr Hamdan is challenging the right of the US authorities at Guantanamo Bay to try him in front of a military 
commission or tribunal. He is accused of conspiracy to commit attacks on civilians and terrorism. 

He says he was simply a driver who had to earn a living for his family. 

Legal proceedings 

Mr Hamdan had success in the first legal outing, in the US District Court in Washington, which ruled that he could not 
face a military commission unless he had previously been found not to be a prisoner of war under the Geneva 
Convention. 

He claims POW status, but like all camp prisoners, he is denied this and is described as an "unlawful combatant" 
instead. 

However, a court of appeals reversed this decision and said that the president had authority - notably under a 
congressional resolution passed after 9/11 allowing him to prosecute the war against al-Qaeda - to order military 
commissions. 

The Supreme Court ruling therefore will determine the way forward. If military commissions are allowed, then 
prisoners like Salid Ahmed Hamdan will be tried by them and sentenced if found guilty. 

The commissions would change the nature of Guantanamo Bay, though whether the camp would necessarily close is 
not known at this stage. But detainees would presumably go through the commissions and would either be released or 
would face sentences. 

That would not satisfy critics of the system (the sentences might even be longer than waiting until the end of the "war 
on terror") but the present uncertainty would be ended. 

If commissions are held to be unlawful, pressure on President Bush to radically change the legal status of the 
detainees would only increase. 

Paul.Reynolds-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk 
 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14454  SOURCE: BBC News

Three Prisoners Commit Suicide in Guantánamo Gulag

By Patrick Martin

In an act of desperation that underscores the monstrous conditions at the US concentration camp at Guantánamo 
Bay, three prisoners committed suicide early Saturday morning, hanging themselves with primitive nooses made from 
bed sheets. The deaths were the first among Guantánamo prisoners to be confirmed by US authorities.

Two of the prisoners were Saudi nationals and the third was Yemeni, according to American officials. All three left 
behind suicide notes written in Arabic, although none were made public. The three men had been involved in hunger 
strikes over the past year carried out by detainees to protest their sadistic and illegal treatment. The hunger strikers, 
including the three who took their own lives, have been force-fed by their captors, who have used the brutal 
procedure of strapping their victims into metal chairs and shoving feeding tubes down their throats.

The triple suicide is the latest in a series of increasingly desperate actions by the Guantánamo prisoners, who have in 
many cases been held for more than four years, have been denied the minimum legal rights required under 
international conventions, and confront the prospect of spending the rest of their lives in the US prison camp.

Since the facility opened there have been 41 suicide attempts by 25 detainees, officials said, including 23 attempts 
during August of 2003, 10 on a single day, although these efforts were not revealed by the Pentagon until January of 
2005.
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There have been multiple hunger strikes in 2005 and 2006, some involving as many as a third of all the prisoners. 
Last fall the US Southern Command, which runs the prison, decided to begin systematic force-feeding, employing a 
method of insertion of the feeding tube so violent that it frequently caused internal bleeding. Under this torture, the 
bulk of prisoners abandoned the hunger strike, although several dozen resumed the strike earlier this year.

Last month, two detainees attempted suicide by overdoses of antidepressant drugs they had accumulated in their 
cells. A few days later there was an organized uprising, in which a half-dozen prisoners attacked guards with 
makeshift weapons.

US officials refused to release the names of the three suicide victims, but the Interior Ministry of Saudi Arabia 
identified the two Saudis as Ani bin Shaman bin Turki al Habradi and Yasser Talal Abdullah Yahya al Zahrani.

A Saudi attorney for his country’s detainees at Guantánamo, Katib al-Shimary, denounced the US government for the 
suicides, while suggesting that the three may have been murdered. “Their suicide, that is, if they did commit suicide, 
is a response to the oppression and injustice they lived in,” he told the satellite television station Al-Arabiya. “I hold 
the US authorities responsible for their deaths.”

US officials have refused to allow foreign lawyers to meet with any of the detainees, limiting the consultations to 
lawyers who are US citizens and have security clearances from the Pentagon.

The deputy director of the state-sponsored Saudi Human Rights Group, Mufleh al-Qahtani, said in a statement to the 
local press, “There are no independent monitors at the detention camp so it is easy to pin the crime on the prisoners 
... it’s possible they were tortured.”

Other defense attorneys and civil liberties and human rights organizations joined in the denunciation of the 
Guantánamo regime, in which prisoners—the majority kidnapped from Afghanistan during and after the US invasion—
have been held in isolation, with little contact with the outside world and no prospect of having their cases heard by a 
court or other panel where their rights would be respected. Only ten of the approximately 460 men now held at 
Guantánamo have been charged with any crime, and none have been tried.

The vast majority of the prisoners at Guantánamo are either rank-and-file soldiers seized on the battlefield in 
Afghanistan or the victims of kidnapping by the Northern Alliance or the Pakistani military dictatorship, who were then 
sold to the US military for profit.

William H. Goodman, legal director at the Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents several hundred prisoners 
in lawsuits filed in US courts, said, “These are the latest victims and the most serious so far in the ongoing effort of 
this administration to impose a lawless system that denies justice, fairness and due process to people throughout the 
world.”

“We all had the sense that these men were getting more and more hopeless,” Goodman added. “This is an act of 
desperation because they have no way to prove their innocence. A system without justice is a system without hope.”

Kenneth Roth, head of Human Rights Watch in New York, told the BBC the men had probably been driven by despair. 
“These people are despairing because they are being held lawlessly,” he said. “There’s no end in sight. They’re not 
being brought before any independent judges. They’re not being charged and convicted for any crime.”

An official of Amnesty International in Washington DC, Jumana Musa, said “People have been indefinitely detained for 
five years without any prospect of ever going home, or ever seeing their families, or ever being charged, or having 
any resolution. There is no question that serious psychological trauma comes from that.”

The United Nations commission against torture joined the growing international condemnation of Guantánamo last 
month, declaring the treatment of the prisoners, particularly their indefinite detention without prospect of trial or 
eventual release, a form of torture. The commission called on the Bush administration to close the prison.

Bush has made several comments recently suggesting that he would like to see the facility closed and the prisoners 
put on trial. But these noises are merely for international consumption: in practice, the Pentagon has begun a $30 
million expansion of the prison to make room for another

100 medium-security prisoners.

None of the condemnations by outside agencies and human rights groups, however, are as damning as the truly 
pathological comments made by the two top military officials responsible for Guantánamo, base commander Rear 
Admiral Harry Harris and General John Craddock, head of the Southern Command.

33



Harris said the three prisoners had “no regard for life, either ours or their own... I believe this was not an act of 
desperation, but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us.”

Craddock added, “This is a determined, intelligent, committed element. They continue to do everything they can... to 
become martyrs in the jihad.”

The Orwellian character of these remarks, worthy of the commandant of a Nazi concentration camp, needs no 
elaboration. A regime which can portray the suicide of desperate prisoners as an “an act of... warfare waged against 
us” is capable of any lie or any crime.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14447  SOURCE: World Socialist Website

Cruel and Illegal

The demented logic of Dr Strangelove hung like a ghost this weekend over the US military's response to the suicide of 
three prisoners at Guantánamo Bay. Announcing the news, the first successful suicides since detainees began to 
arrive in 2002, the camp's commander, Rear-Admiral Harry Harris, said the deaths were "not an act of desperation 
but an act of asymmetric warfare committed against us". That cold and odious language lacked the humanity present 
even in President Bush's expression of "serious concern", but is entirely in keeping with the clinical illegality of 
America's treatment of terror suspects since 2001.

In one sense, the three deaths change nothing: international law and opinion has already condemned Guantánamo 
Bay as a disgrace to a country which claims to fight its battles on behalf of freedom. In practical terms the policy of 
extracting suspects from around the world and holding them indefinitely without legal process has been established as 
a shameful failure: most of the prisoners have had minimal or no connection to terror and America's claim to hold an 
al-Qaida hardcore has never been tested in court. Almost certainly, it never will be, given that their conditions of 
capture and detention, including torture, make the judicial prosecution of suspects now a near- impossibility. One by 
one, Guantánamo Bay's defenders have fallen away and the camp has become a burden even to the people who set it 
up. President Bush now says he wants it emptied - though that hardly sits with the current construction of a $30m 
new detention facility.
Suicide has a primal potency which can shock in a way other human acts do not. This was true, in a very different 
context, of the death of Dr David Kelly and it makes it probable that the deaths of the three detainees, two Saudi and 
one Yemani, will redouble attention on Guantánamo. In the Arab world, it will further darken America and Britain's 
reputations, already sullied by images of abuse at Abu Ghraib and the orange suits, shackles and hoods of Camps X-
Ray and Delta. The US military has argued that the 41 unsuccessful suicide attempts at the base so far, together with 
hunger strikes - including eight prisoners now - are a political act intended to capture world opinion. In that sense, 
Rear-Admiral Harris's distasteful remarks are nothing new: but whether the act is calculated or not, the effect on 
world opinion will be the same.

What is most horrific about Guantánamo is not the way prisoners are treated physically - though details of forced 
feeding through the nose in the UN's recent report are grotesque - but the abandonment of judicial process by a 
nation whose identity is built on constitutional rights. In Britain this has been expressed forcefully this year in 
speeches by the former law lord Lord Steyn and by the attorney-general Lord Goldsmith. Lord Steyn called the base 
"a monstrous failure of justice". Lord Goldsmith argued last month that "the historic tradition of the United States as a 
beacon of freedom, liberty and justice deserves the removal of this symbol". In the cabinet, Peter Hain, agrees. So, 
yesterday, did the constitutional affairs minister Harriet Harman and Sir Menzies Campbell.

Next month the US supreme court rules on the legal rights of detainees. There is no doubt about what the courts 
would decide in this country: two high court judges ruled last month that there was a "powerful" case for closure. But 
as Lord Steyn argued eloquently, the "feebleness" of Tony Blair's failure to join this debate "is shaming for our 
country". The prime minister said in February only that it is "an anomaly that sooner or later has to be dealt with". 
Unscrambling Guantánamo, still with 460 inmates, will not be easy. But morality and justice mean it must be done. 
The hope is that the US supreme court will do the job. But that does not excuse others from speaking out against this 
betrayal of democratic principles.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14435  SOURCE: The Guardian

A Tunnel Without End
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The US version of the Guantánamo suicides is disgraceful. The cause of death was gross injustice 

Zachary Katznelson

On Friday night, three prisoners in Guantánamo Bay committed suicide. Two Saudis and one Yemeni hanged 
themselves. In a desperate attempt at spin, the US claims this was an act of war or a public relations exercise. The 
truth is quite different. Islam says it goes against God to kill yourself. So what would drive a man to take his own life, 
despite his religious beliefs? The answer shames the US and its allies, Britain prominently included.

The 460-plus men in Guantánamo Bay have been held for longer than four years. Only 10 have been charged with a 
crime. Not one has had a trial. The men are not allowed to visit or speak with family or friends. Many have suffered 
serious abuse. Most are held on the basis of triple and quadruple hearsay, evidence so unreliable that a criminal court 
would throw it out. Yet the US says it can imprison the men for the rest of their lives. Imagine yourself in this 
environment, told you will never have the chance to stand up in a court and present your side of the argument. What 
would you do if no one would listen, if you had been asking for justice for four years and had nothing in return? How 
hopeless would you become?
Of these three men, little is known. They were in Camp I, a maximum-security area where prisoners are denied even 
a roll of toilet paper. But we do not know the dead men's stories. While most of the men in Guantánamo have lawyers 
who fight for their right to a fair trial, these men did not. Until May, the US refused to even tell us who was in 
Guantánamo. But before it finally released the names of everyone there, the Bush administration secured passage of 
a law barring lawsuits by the prisoners held in Guantánamo. That means that at last we know the prisoners' identities, 
but can do nothing legally to help them. The men who committed suicide found themselves in just this legal black 
hole. They had no legal recourse, just the prospect of a life in prison, in isolation, with no family, no friends, nothing. 
They took their lives.

So what now? President Bush stated this week that he wants to close Guantánamo, that he wants to give the men 
trials. Well, let's have them - immediately. The US has had over four years to gather evidence against the men. 
Surely that is enough time to prove guilt. And now it is time to show the world the evidence. As Harriet Harman, the 
British constitutional affairs minister, said yesterday, Guantánamo must be opened up to review or shut down. Will 
Britain do what is necessary to make this a reality? Because this is about even more than the fate of 460 people, it is 
about whether the US and its allies will lead the world by democratic example, or whether they will continue to give lip 
service to human rights and open societies, while denigrating those cherished notions with their actions.

If the men in Guantánamo (and the other US prisons around the world, such as the one at the Bagram air force base 
in Afghanistan, where over 600 men languish in Guantánamo's hidden twin) did something wrong, by all means 
punish them. But if they did not, they must be sent home.

Mohammed El Gharani, our client at Reprieve, was only 14 when he was seized in a mosque in Pakistan. He was only 
15 when he arrived in Guantánamo Bay. Already twice this year he has tried to kill himself, once by hanging, once by 
slitting his wrists. Let us pray there is movement by the US to finally do justice, before Mohammed, truly only a child, 
or anyone else in Guantánamo Bay commits suicide.

· Zachary Katznelson is senior counsel at Reprieve, which represents 36 Guantánamo Bay detainees 
zachary@reprieve.org.uk

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14433  SOURCE: The Guardian

June 13, 2006

Lawyer Worried About Khadr's Mental State After Suicides

BETH GORHAM

WASHINGTON (CP) - One of Omar Khadr's lawyers says he's worried about the Canadian teenager's mental state 
following three suicides at Guantanamo Bay last weekend.
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"I'm certainly really concerned about him," Muneer Ahmad said Monday.

"The mood at Guantanamo, the despair there, has deepened. There's a growing sense of despondency, especially 
among those who are essentially in solitary confinement."

The prison's first suicides, although there have been many attempts, provoked another round of calls on the U.S. 
government to close the facility, where it has been holding terrorism suspects since January 2004.

And the deaths have thrown into question whether legal motions in Khadr's murder case, scheduled to start again 
June 26, will resume as planned.

"We've been told to be prepared to go forward," said Ahmad. "It's very unclear what will happen."

Officials at the U.S. military base won't say whether Khadr joined the latest widespread hunger strike at the detention 
camp, where only 10 of some 460 prisoners have been charged.

Khadr, 19, faces life in prison in the death of a U.S. medic in Afghanistan. He has told his lawyers that he's endured 
widespread abuse.

The Supreme Court is expected to rule by the end of the month on whether the military tribunals are legal and the 
decision could profoundly affect the process and the facility.

Meantime, U.S. officials distanced themselves Monday from comments that the suicides of two Saudi Arabians and a 
Yemeni constituted "a great PR move" and an act of "asymmetrical warfare."

"I certainly wouldn't characterize it that way," said State Department spokesman Sean McCormack.

"I'm not going to try to discern what the motives of these individuals were."

A New York Times editorial Monday said the deaths were an inevitable result of "creating a netherworld of despair 
beyond the laws of civilized nations, where men were to be held without any hope of decent treatment, impartial 
justice or, in so many cases, even eventual release."

More than 23 detainees tried to commit suicide over an eight-day period in August 2003, says the U.S. Center for 
Constitutional Rights, but they weren't reported by the military until January 2005.

"The Bush administration has systematically and deliberately denied these men their most basic rights through a 
policy of call contact, communication, information and hope," said Bill Goodman, the centre's legal director.

The tribunal system, set up by U.S. President George W. Bush to deal with detainees in the war on terror, has been 
widely criticized as haphazard, without the due process afforded as a constitutional standard.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14505  SOURCE: Macleans.ca

Lawyer Saddened By Camp Suicides

By Daily Echo reporter
 
 
A HUMAN rights lawyer fighting to get a Bournemouth asylum seeker out of Guantanamo Bay said he was "saddened 
but not surprised" by the news that three detainees had committed suicide.

Zachary Katznelson, senior counsel at UK charity Reprieve, rejected the US military's claims that the deaths amounted 
to acts of war and said they were actually an "act of hopelessness".

Mr Katznelson is working with Dorset-based lawyer Clive Stafford-Smith and the rest of the Reprieve team to 
represent several Guantanamo detainees, including Ahmed Ben Bacha, an Algerian asylum seeker who had been living 
in Bournemouth.

He said the deaths of two Saudis and a Yemeni on Saturday followed a series of unsuccessful suicide attempts.
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continued...
"These are men who have been held for over four years without trial," he said.

"The US military has now said that these men didn't even have lawyers.

"They've been completely outside the reach of the law, thrown into the black hole that is Guantanamo Bay and told 
they could be detained for the rest of their lives.

"It's profoundly sad that somebody chooses to take their own lives but in that context, it's somewhat understandable.

"They've given up hope and neither the courts nor their countries have helped them."

He said Reprieve was making concerted efforts to help Ahmed but said they still had not received permission to meet 
him face to face.

"We're fighting that in the American court system," he said. "I think we are making progress.

"Just last week, President Bush said that Guantanamo needs to close and that he actually wants to give the men trials 
in the US.

"That needs to happen now. They've held these men for four years. Surely that's enough time to build a case against 
them?

"It's about humanity. These men have families and children. They deserve to have their day in court.

"It's also about the image it presents to the world.

"Every day Guantanamo Bay is open, it's another day it can be used as a propaganda tool by extremists."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14504  SOURCE: ThisisDorset.com

Saudi Rights Watchdog Calls For Emergency Meeting into Guantanamo 
Deaths

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, June 13 (UPI) -- The Saudi National Organization for Human Rights has called for an 
emergency meeting of countries with prisoners in Guantanamo to discuss their plight. 

The organization's president, Bandar Hajjar, said in a statement Tuesday that the members of his rights watchdog 
held an extraordinary meeting following the deaths of two Saudi prisoners held at the U.S. prison in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, and agreed to call for an international meeting to debate the issue. 

"We agreed that there is a need to call for a meeting of human rights groups in countries that have prisoners in 
Guantanamo to debate the plight of the inmates some of whom have died for reasons which are not determined yet, 
although the Pentagon claimed it was a suicide, but the truth is that there could be other hidden reasons," Hajjar said. 

Kateb Shumari, lawyer for the families of prisoners including the dead inmates, cast doubt on the official U.S. story, 
calling the incident a crime for which the U.S. government should be held responsible. 

In a related development, chief forensic doctor at the Riyadh Center for Forensic Medicine, Said al-Ghamidi, expressed 
concern Tuesday that external elements could disguise the real causes of death, especially if the bodies were 
autopsied before being repatriated. 

Ghamidi was quoted by daily al-Riyadh as saying "causes of the death should be determined through autopsy and the 
forensic doctor should reveal the nature of the injury and the tools that have been possibly used in addition to 
defining the timing of the death as well as determining if traces of drugs or poison existed in the body." 
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He stressed, however, that the bodies should be well conserved in order to preserve the original features in view of 
the long distance between Cuba and Saudi Arabia. This can be done by placing the bodies in ice and in well-insulated 
containers.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14501  SOURCE: UPI

Judges Press C.I.A. Lawyer Over Withheld Documents

By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS

A federal appeals court panel in Manhattan questioned a lawyer for the federal government yesterday as to whether 
the Central Intelligence Agency had a legitimate national security interest in refusing to confirm or deny the existence 
of documents authorizing it to detain and interrogate terrorism suspects overseas.

The tough questioning came in oral arguments by the American Civil Liberties Union and lawyers for the C.I.A. before 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. The civil liberties group is trying to force the C.I.A. to 
disclose how much authority it has been given to interrogate detainees since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Through the Freedom of Information Act, the A.C.L.U. is seeking documents, including a directive said to have been 
signed by President Bush, giving the agency the authority to set up detention sites outside the United States and to 
interrogate prisoners. In its lawsuit, the group says the existence of these documents has been hinted at in news 
reports.

But the government has refused to confirm or deny the documents' existence, saying that to do so would jeopardize 
national security by revealing C.I.A. methods and activities. Last September, Judge Alvin K. Hellerstein of Federal 
District Court upheld that position, and yesterday's hearing was part of the A.C.L.U.'s appeal of his ruling.

The three-judge appeals panel seemed divided on the issue, with Judge John Gleeson asking the most forceful 
questions of the government lawyer, Peter Skinner. Judge Gleeson seemed to be trying to determine whether the 
A.C.L.U. was right in contending that the agency was acting to avoid political embarrassment, rather than out of 
national security interest.

The judge asked Mr. Skinner whether the C.I.A.'s position had "shifted a little bit" during the litigation. Initially, Judge 
Gleeson said, the government seemed to be refusing to disclose even whether the C.I.A. had an "interest" in the 
questioning of detainees abroad.

Now, he said, the C.I.A. seemed to be admitting it had an interest in helping other agencies question detainees. The 
government was arguing, he said, that the C.I.A. wanted to safeguard information about whether it had been granted 
any independent authority to set up detention centers and interrogate prisoners.

"Independent engagement as opposed to helping out other agencies," Judge Gleeson said.

Mr. Skinner denied that the government had shifted its argument, though he suggested that it had clarified it. The 
C.I.A., he said, acknowledged all along that it had helped other agencies in interrogations and that when it did so, it 
was governed by Justice Department rules. 

But, Mr. Skinner said, the agency "never acknowledged an interest or ability to go beyond those legal limitations" and 
was not going to do so now.

Megan Lewis, the lawyer for the A.C.L.U., argued that any information that would be revealed by merely 
acknowledging the existence of the documents would be so general that it would not jeopardize national security or 
betray specific intelligence-gathering methods. To argue otherwise, Ms. Lewis said, is "tantamount to the C.I.A. 
attempting to deny its interest in spying."

Outside court later, she said the documents, if they existed — "and I believe they do" — might be revealing, but 
"that's another fight for another day."

The A.C.L.U. seeks disclosure of two documents. One is said to be a Justice Department memorandum "specifying 
interrogation methods that the C.I.A. may use against top Al Qaeda members." The second is the directive said to be 
signed by Mr. Bush authorizing the agency to set up detention facilities outside the United States "and/or outlining 
interrogation methods that may be used against detainees." 

38

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14501


Although oral arguments in the appeals court are often delivered in legal shorthand, yesterday's seemed even more 
opaque than usual. Almost apologetically, Mr. Skinner told the judges he was "somewhat constrained" in his ability to 
explain his argument and "connect the dots" because some of the C.I.A.'s reasoning in the case was classified.

The agency has submitted papers to the court that even the plaintiffs have not been allowed to see.

As the hearing came to a close, Judge Joseph M. McLaughlin made a joke about the obscurity, quoting a Jesuit 
logician, Father John Gerard, who in 1597 told a British interrogator: "I do not know where he is. But if I did, I could 
not and would not tell you." 

The Jesuit doctrine of equivocation, Judge McLaughlin said, "lives on."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14500  SOURCE: New York Times

Habib Compo Case Set For August

The compensation case former Guantanamo Bay inmate Mamdouh Habib is bringing against the Federal Government 
has been mentioned briefly in the Federal Court in Sydney.

Mr Habib spent several years in detention before being released without charge early last year.

His lawyers have previously said they are suing the Government for false imprisonment, wrongful detention, 
complicity and assault.

Justice Rodney Madgwick scheduled the case for possible argument about Mr Habib's claim in August.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14496  SOURCE: ABC Australia

Doubts on Hicks 'Good Health'

THE lawyer for Guantanamo Bay inmate David Hicks has cast doubt over claims his client is in good health after 
enduring more than four years in solitary confinement.

Foreign Minister Alexander Downer said yesterday he was satisfied the Australian terrorist suspect is not a suicide risk 
and his only health complaint is a bad back. 
The Government's opinion of Hicks' health is at odds with the view of US military lawyer, Major Michael Mori, who is 
representing him. 

The Government says consular officials have found Hicks fit and well but Major Mori believes he is in poor health, 
showing weight loss and continuing signs of depression. 

Hicks' Melbourne-based lawyer, Lex Lasry QC, said he had no reason to doubt Major Mori's assessment of his client's 
health. 

"I don't know, but I have no reason not to believe Major Mori and I can't see how someone who has spent four-and-a-
half years day-to-day in solitary confinement could be in good health,'' Mr Lasry told AAP. 

"I don't believe it. I am not suggesting that Mr Downer is lying for a moment but he is relying on what is coming 
through consular channels.'' 
Hicks has been held at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba since shortly after he was captured allegedly fighting with the 
Taliban in Afghanistan in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.
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Three recent suicides at Guantanamo Bay have intensified calls for the military prison to be closed.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14495  SOURCE: News.com.au

US Policies Blamed For Guantanamo Suicides

By David Morgan
Reuters

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Rights advocates on Monday blamed U.S. detention and interrogation policies for the 
suicides of three detainees at Guantanamo Bay and warned that conditions at the camp would drive more to kill 
themselves.

The deaths of two Saudi men and a Yemeni were predictable results of indefinite incarceration and interrogation 
techniques that amount to psychological torture, leading to extreme stress and mental illness, they said.

"The amount of psychological stress that is placed upon detainees cannot be underestimated. They are numb, 
depressed, desperate. Many of them are suffering extreme psychological effects," said Gitanjali Gutierrez, a lawyer 
with the New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents more than 170 of the around 460 
Guantanamo inmates.

"The deaths this weekend were predictable and inevitable and the United States bears complete and utter 
responsibility for these deaths," she told a news conference.

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman rejected criticism of the facility at the U.S. naval base in southeastern Cuba. "It 
is a professionally run, humane detention facility," he said.

But rights advocates said the suicides underscored the desperation of detainees held at the prison.

Saudis Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani, and Yemeni Ali Abdullah Ahmed, hanged themselves with clothes and 
bedsheets in their cells on Saturday, the first prisoners to die at Guantanamo since the United States began sending 
suspected al Qaeda and Taliban captives there in 2002.

Gutierrez and Leonard Rubenstein, executive director of Cambridge, Mass.-based Physicians for Human Rights, called 
on the Bush administration to allow independent medical examinations for the remaining detainees at Guantanamo. 
Most of the detainees were captured in Afghanistan.

Rubenstein said Pentagon interrogation techniques such as long-term isolation, sleep deprivation and humiliation have 
long been known to cause severe depression and anxiety.

"Where we are today is in a situation where we can expect more suicides, where the despair continues," he said.

"The interrogation techniques have not changed, and unless we have a significant profound change in due process and 
interrogation and in the very existence of Guantanamo, we can expect more."

(Additional reporting by Will Dunham)

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14494  SOURCE: Washington Post

Religious Leaders Urge U.S. to Ban Torture

By Alan Cooperman
Washington Post Staff Writer

Twenty-seven religious leaders, including megachurch pastor Rick Warren, Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel and Cardinal 
Theodore E. McCarrick of Washington, have signed a statement urging the United States to "abolish torture now -- 
without exceptions."
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The statement, being published in newspaper advertisements starting today, is the opening salvo of a new 
organization called the National Religious Campaign Against Torture, which has formed in response to allegations of 
human rights abuse at U.S. detention centers in Iraq, Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
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Titled "Torture is a Moral Issue," the statement says that torture "violates the basic dignity of the human person" and 
"contradicts our nation's most cherished values." "Nothing less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of 
our nation. What does it signify if torture is condemned in word but allowed in deed?" it asks.

The signers come from a broad range of denominations and include notable religious conservatives, such as the Rev. 
Ted Haggard, president of the National Association of Evangelicals; Archbishop Demetrios, primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America; and the Rev. William J. Byron, former president of Catholic University.

By suggesting that recent abuse of prisoners may not be just an aberration but a reflection of U.S. policy, the 
statement contains an implicit challenge to the Bush administration, according to some signers.

"I'm not persuaded that this issue has been put to bed yet by the Bush administration," said David P. Gushee, a 
philosophy professor at Union University in Tennessee who wrote an influential article against torture this year in 
Christianity Today, an evangelical magazine. "I'm worried that we still don't truly know what is going on in all our 
detention centers around the world."

Deputy White House press secretary Dana Perino said the administration has "the utmost respect for all these 
religious leaders." But, she said, "I'll simply repeat what the president has said many times, which is that this 
government does not torture, and we adhere to the international conventions against torture. That is our policy, and it 
will remain our policy."

On its Web site, the National Religious Campaign Against Torture urges Congress and the president to "remove all 
ambiguities" by prohibiting secret U.S. prisons around the world, ending the rendition of suspects to countries that 
use torture, granting the Red Cross access to all detainees and not exempting any arm of the government from 
human rights standards.
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McCarrick said last night that he had signed on to "the general principle" that torture is unacceptable but had not seen 
the new organization's specific proposals. Gushee said he is "not sure that everyone who signed the statement would 
concur with that platform," though he said he, personally, does.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14493  SOURCE: Washington Post

Catholics Call on US to Close Camp Delta After Suicides

By The Universe: Catholic peace activists have once again called for the shutting down of the American detention 
facility at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba after three men committed suicide.

Former priest Bruce Kent called for the camp to be shut down immediately with those responsible for the deaths of 
the three men brought before an international court. The facility has been criticised by a number of international 
bodies including the Red Cross, Amnesty International and, last month, the United Nations Committee Against 
Torture, which said that indefinite detention without charge is itself a violation of the Convention against Torture.

Tony Blair called Guantanamo Bay an anomaly “well these three deaths are a result of his anomaly” said Mr Kent.

There are eight UK residents still being held at the camp, including Jamil el-Banna, a Jordanian refugee and long-term 
resident of London, and Omar Deghayes, a Libyan refugee and resident of Brighton. The UK government has thus far 
refused to ask the US authorities for the release of a number of the men on the basis that they are not UK nationals.

“These three deaths amount to an act of desperation by the men  born out of being denied any voice or legal remedy” 
said Pat Gaffney, the general secretary of Pax Christi who also expressed her concerns about the revelations of 
rendition flights transporting people around the world to countries prepared to torture them to obtain information. 

This process has been operated by the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States using British and Irish airports 
to take abducted individuals to camps in countries including Poland and Romania. Rendition amounts to structural 
violence against society. This is playing to an attitude of out of sight out of mind “it is intolerable and cannot be 
allowed to continue” Ms Gaffney added.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14492  SOURCE: TotallyCatholic.com

Red Cross Set To Visit Guantanamo

The International Committee of the Red Cross is to make a special visit to Guantanamo Bay following the suicides of 
three detainees over the weekend. 

The ICRC, which is allowed scheduled access to detainees, is due to visit the base in the coming days. 

A doctor and an Arabic speaker will be in the delegation, officials said. 

But the organisation stressed it is not staging an investigation into the suicides, branded "acts of asymmetric warfare" 
by the US base commander. 

All three of those who died had been visited by the ICRC - which visits the US detention facility in Cuba every six to 
eight weeks. 

Spotlight 

However, news of the suicides prompted the Red Cross to tell Washington it wanted to make a special visit to the base 
as soon as possible. 

  I would not say that it was a PR stunt 

Sean McCormack
State department spokesman
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Pressure on Guantanamo  
Although the US remains the sole legal authority investigating the suicides, the BBC's Imogen Foulkes in Geneva says 
the extraordinary visit is a mark of the ICRC's continued worry over Guantanamo. 

A Red Cross spokesman told the BBC the purpose of the visit was to assess what happened from the detainees' 
perspective and to check the overall mood in the camp. 

Concerns have been raised over the mental health of the detainees, some of whom have been held for four years. 

The official US response to the deaths is also likely to come under the spotlight, our correspondent adds. 

The suicides initially provoked strong reactions from a senior US official. 

 
The suicides were the first at the base, despite dozens of attempts 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy Colleen Graffy told the BBC the suicides were "a good PR 
move", describing them as "a tactic to further the jihadi cause". 

Camp commander Rear Adm Harry Harris has also taken a tough line on the suicides, saying it was an "act of 
asymmetric warfare waged against us". 

But the US state department distanced itself from Ms Graffey's comments. 

"I would not say that it was a PR stunt," said spokesman Sean McCormack. 

'Serious concerns' 

One prisoner, 30-year-old Saudi Arabian Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-Utaybi, had been recommended for transfer 
away from the camp, the Pentagon confirmed. 

He was a member of a banned Saudi militant group, the defence department said. 

The other two men who died on Saturday morning were named as Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 28, from Yemen, and Yassar 
Talal al-Zahrani, 21, another Saudi Arabian. 

Ahmed was a mid- to high-level al-Qaeda operative who had participated in a long-term hunger strike from late 2005 
to May, and was "non-compliant and hostile" to guards, the Pentagon said. 

Zahrani, 21, was a "front-line" Taleban fighter in Afghanistan, according to the department. 

Lawyers say the men who hanged themselves had been driven by despair. 

There have been dozens of unsuccessful suicide attempts at Guantanamo Bay, situated on Cuba, which holds some 
460 prisoners. 

The United Nations rapporteur on torture, Manfred Nowak, said European leaders should use a summit with President 
George W Bush next week to press for the prison's closure. 

Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen has said the camp violated the rule of law. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14490  SOURCE: BBC News

Call For Release of Cameraman Sami Al-Haj as he Completes Fourth Year in 
Guantanamo
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Reporters Without Borders today reiterated its condemnation of the arbitrary detention of Sudanese assistant 
cameraman Sami Al-Haj of the pan-Arab TV station Al-Jazeera, who today completes his fourth year in the US military 
prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Arrested by the Pakistani army on the Afghan border in December 2001, Al-Haj was handed over on 7 January 2002 
to the US military, who initially held him in Afghanistan. The fourth anniversary of his transfer to Guantanamo on 13 
June 2002 comes as the controversy about the detention centre has been revived by the suicides of three prisoners on 
10 June.

“This sad anniversary adds to the events of the past few days and illustrates the need to put an end to the legal and 
humanitarian outrage that is Guantanamo,” Reporters Without Borders said. “We call for Al-Haj’s immediate release 
as he has been held in Guantanamo for four years without any grounds. No charges have been brought against him 
but he continues to be subject to indefinite imprisonment. Furthermore, his lawyer says he has throat cancer and 
needs treatment that he could never get in prison.”

Al-Haj’s case is covered in detail in “Where the United States imprisons journalists”, a report published by Reporters 
Without Borders in February about the risks the media face in Iraq and about the journalists held by the US military in 
Iraq and Guantanamo.

According to his British lawyer, Clive A. Stafford-Smith, he has been questioned more than 130 times during the past 
four years in Guantanamo, in the course of which his interrogators have voiced threats against his family, especially 
his daughter. The interrogations have for the most part aimed at getting him to say there is link between Al-Jazeera 
and Al-Qaeda. His detention is targeted at Al-Jazeera and is an expression of the US government’s open hostility 
towards the Qatar-based satellite news station.

The condition in which Al-Haj are being held are deplorable. He is mentally very debilitated and has been subject to 
torture, including torture of a sexual nature, according to Stafford-Smith, who recently voiced concern about his 
suicidal tendencies. “He has now been held for four years without charge, without trial, without a single visit or phone 
call with family or friends. He has been brutally treated. He is told by the United States that based on remarkably 
weak evidence, the source of which is unknown, he can be held in prison for the rest of his life. ,” Stafford-Smith said.

Al-Haj’s case is far from being isolated. Six hundred other people are also imprisoned as part of the “world war 
against terrorism.” Reporters Without Borders joins the many political leaders and international bodies such as the UN 
in calling for the closure of the Guantanamo military detention centre.

The US supreme court is expected to issue a ruling in the coming weeks on the legality of the special military courts 
set up by President George Bush to try the Guantanamo detainees. These courts were created to avoid having to bring 
the detainees before civilian courts because of the limited and often classified nature of the evidence against them.
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According to his British lawyer, Clive A. Stafford-Smith, he has been questioned more than 130 times during the past 
four years in Guantanamo, in the course of which his interrogators have voiced threats against his family, especially 
his daughter. The interrogations have for the most part aimed at getting him to say there is link between Al-Jazeera 
and Al-Qaeda. His detention is targeted at Al-Jazeera and is an expression of the US government’s open hostility 
towards the Qatar-based satellite news station.

The condition in which Al-Haj are being held are deplorable. He is mentally very debilitated and has been subject to 
torture, including torture of a sexual nature, according to Stafford-Smith, who recently voiced concern about his 
suicidal tendencies. “He has now been held for four years without charge, without trial, without a single visit or phone 
call with family or friends. He has been brutally treated. He is told by the United States that based on remarkably 
weak evidence, the source of which is unknown, he can be held in prison for the rest of his life. ,” Stafford-Smith said.

Al-Haj’s case is far from being isolated. Six hundred other people are also imprisoned as part of the “world war 
against terrorism.” Reporters Without Borders joins the many political leaders and international bodies such as the UN 
in calling for the closure of the Guantanamo military detention centre.

The US supreme court is expected to issue a ruling in the coming weeks on the legality of the special military courts 
set up by President George Bush to try the Guantanamo detainees. These courts were created to avoid having to bring 
the detainees before civilian courts because of the limited and often classified nature of the evidence against them.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14489  SOURCE: RSF.org

Former Guantanamo Detainee Questions Suicide Deaths

BIRMINGHAM, England A British man who was held at Guantanamo and later released without charge says he's not 
convinced that three detainees committed suicide.

Moazzam (MOH'-zam) Begg tells Associated Press Radio there are too many questions about the deaths on Saturday, 
and he wants an independent investigation to sort it out.

Begg says that if the men were in isolation units they couldn't have hanged themselves, because the units are covered 
in sheet metal with no place to tie anything.

He also asks why guards didn't see the men trying to commit suicide.

Begg says there's plenty of motivation for suicide at the camp. He says he often felt so desperate that he hated 
waking up in the morning and wrote to his family to forget about him.

Begg was held at the camp for nearly two years and now lives back home in England. He's part of a lawsuit against 
the U-S government alleging illegal detention.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14488  SOURCE: KLFY.com

Muslim Chaplain Says Guantanamo Suicides Expected

By DOUG ESSER
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

SEATTLE -- Former Army Capt. James Yee, a Muslim chaplain who served at Guantanamo, says the three suicides 
there last weekend are a military and intelligence failure.

The military failed in its mission to protect the lives of the detainees, Yee said Monday in a telephone interview with 
The Associated Press.

Further, he said: "If we give the government and military the benefit of the doubt that these prisoners in Guantanamo 
yield valuable information, then the loss of these three means the loss of potentially valuable information. That's an 
intelligence failure."
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Yee's service at Guantanamo ended when he was arrested in September 2003 and accused of spying. He spent 76 
days in solitary confinement before he was eventually cleared, after the government's case unraveled and all criminal 
charges were dismissed in March 2004. He received an honorable discharge in 2005 and now lives in Olympia.

Yee, a West Point graduate who converted to Islam in 1991, previously served at Fort Lewis.

He said that when he served at the prison camp on Cuba, suicide watch was a priority for guards, who constantly 
walked through the cellblocks.

"They should have visual contact every two or three minutes. That was being done when I was down there because 
suicides were a serious issues back then," he said.

But Yee said it a successful suicide at Guantanamo was almost inevitable.

"When I was there in 2002-2003, the situation was already dire," he said. "Here we are now well into the fifth year of 
detention. It was only a matter of time."

Yee said he wrote the standard operating procedure for Islamic burial rites at Guantanamo because of the expected 
death in 2003 of one inmate who attempted suicide. The man was in a coma for months, but recovered with brain 
damage, Yee said.

The procedure called for burying the body in a concrete cover because it was expected the body eventually would be 
exhumed and returned to the prisoner's home country.

Other procedures:

"There has to be a funeral prayer. The body has to be washed properly. It has to be what we call shrouded properly.

"If the prisoner is buried on Guantanamo there's a specific way, in accordance with Islamic law - the face toward 
Mecca, put into the ground on the deceased's right side, things like that."

Yee said he didn't recognize the names of the two Saudis and one Yemeni who were found in their cells on Saturday, 
hanging from sheets and clothing. He expects he would recognize their pictures if he saw them.

The Defense Department on Sunday identified the three as Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi Al-Utaybi, Yassar Talal Al-
Zahrani and Ali Abdullah Ahmed of Yemen. Officials said all three left suicide notes, the contents of which have not 
been made public.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14486  SOURCE: Seattle Post Intelligencer

Azerbaijani Guantanamo Detainee To Be Released This Week

Azerbaijani resident Polad Sirajov detained in Guantanamo, will be set free this week 

Treatment of Azerbaijani resident Polad Sirajov will be completed in early next week, who has been transferred to one 
of the rehabilitation centers of Guantanamo prisons. Polad Sirajov is expected to be released in the end of the next 
week. 

Right defender, Elchin Behbudov, quoting the Sirajovs, has informed APA. “Polad Sirajov as soon as returning to 
Azerbaijan is suspected to be taken to prison, therefore, he has applied to prison leadership on his extradition to 
Russia as a third country. But now he has changed his opinion. Polad Sirajov has repeatedly applied to prison 
leadership for his extradition to one of the European states, and his apply was responded positively. ” Elchin Behbudov 
has stated that neither Polad Sirajov nor his family members wishes to give information oh his extradition and the 
country.

It should be noted that Polad Sirajov got his higher education in Turkey, worked as a translator in Russia for period o f 
time. He was detained and taken to prison in Guantanamo on suspicion of collaborating with Al-Gaeda terror 
organization./APA/ 
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Yemen Rights Group Calls For Closure of Prison

By Nasser Arrabyee, Correspondent
 
Sana'a: A Yemeni human rights group on Sunday called on the international community to exercise more pressure on 
the US to close the the Guantanamo Bay prison and open investigations into the suicide of three prisoners.

The National Organisation for Defending Rights and Liberties (HOOD) held the American government responsible for 
the suicide of two Saudis and a Yemeni who were reported to have committed suicide inside the detention centre.

"The American allegations about the suicide of the three men cannot be accepted without an independent and neutral 
investigation," HOOD said in a letter addressed to the US ambassador in Sana'a.

"We hope that you will convey our message to your government to release all detainees and close such a detention 
and all other detentions which violate international conventions and human rights as well as the US constitution," said 
the letter, a copy of which was obtained by Gulf News.

"The US insists on keeping Gunatanmo as a black point in its history and history of humanity as a whole."

HOOD is concerned about Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo. It urged the Yemeni government to stand up for its 
citizens and not to accept that the deaths of the three prisoners who died on Saturday were suicides before an 
investigation is carried out. 

It also called on human rights groups worldwide to use the incident to put pressure on the US to close Guantanamo.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14483  SOURCE: Gulf News.com

Self-harm Will Go On Inside Guantánamo, Rights Group Warns

· US distances itself from 'PR stunt' remark
· Red Cross asks to inspect camp as soon as possible 

Suzanne Goldenberg in Washington

The authorities at Guantánamo were accused yesterday of blocking inmates' access to mental health care, despite 
dozens of suicide attempts and hundreds of cases of self-harm.

As further details emerged of three suicides, the Bush administration faced renewed criticism of the camp's conditions 
and its policy of indefinite detention there, as well as its dismissal of the reasons for the deaths as a publicity stunt.

On Sunday, Colleen Graffy, deputy assistant secretary of state for public diplomacy, told the BBC the deaths were "a 
good PR move to draw attention". But yesterday the state department sought to distance itself from her remarks. "We 
would not say that it was a PR stunt," department spokesman Sean McCormack told reporters. "We have serious 
concerns anytime anybody takes their own life."

The men, two Saudis and a Yemeni, hanged themselves with knotted bedsheets.
The International Committee for the Red Cross, the only rights organisation with access to the 460 detainees, said it 
had asked Washington to move forward a planned visit to the camp.

Meanwhile, Leonard Rubenstein, director of Physicians for Human Rights, said the Pentagon had ignored warnings that 
conditions could drive inmates to suicide.
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"Military officials and the Bush administration have refused any independent medical evaluation of the detainees," he 
said, adding that the Pentagon admitted 360 instances of detainees cutting or otherwise harming themselves in 2003, 
and 120 in 2004. By 2003, one in five detainees was taking antidepressants because of what Mr Rubinstein said was 
the isolation, humiliating interrogations, sleep deprivation and despair.

Independent doctors were essential because of inmates' distrust of military doctors, and their involvement in 
interrogation. "Unless we have a significantly profound change in due process in interrogation or in the very existence 
of Guantánamo, we can expect to see more suicides," he warned.

The authorities insist that they provide adequate medical care.

None of the three dead men was on suicide watch, or on medication, said a Guantánamo spokesman, Cmdr Robert 
Durand. "They were reported to be in good spirits." He said the three blocked the view into their cells by hanging 
laundry. One padded his bed to make it appear he was sleeping. Although regulations call for guards to check each 
inmate every two minutes, he would not say whether this had been done for the three on the night in question. 
However, he said at least one man had prepared over days: "It obviously had taken some amount of time to tear the 
sheet into strips, and to create the noose."

How guards could miss such deception will figure in an investigation into the first deaths since the camp was 
established to hold suspects in the war on terror in 2002.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14482  SOURCE: The Guardian

Ex Guantanamo Detainee Warns of More Deaths

By kanwal tariq hameed

A FORMER Bahraini detainee at Guantanamo Bay is warning that more deaths are likely to follow at the controversial 
camp after three inmates died on Saturday.Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi, who returned to Bahrain on November 5 last 
year, broke a six-month silence yesterday to speak out about the three men who he says he knew well during his 
incarceration. 

However, the 24-year-old said there could be three different explanations for why Saudis Mani Al Utaybi, 30, and 
Yasser Al Zahrani, 21, died along with Yemeni Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 28.

He speculated that they might have committed suicide because they had been forced off a hunger strike by the US 
military, were part of a mass suicide pact in which US officers could not save all those involved or because they were 
beaten to death by guards in an ongoing "war" between soldiers and detainees.

"The camp in Guantanamo has high security and there is no chance for detainees to commit suicide," Mr Al Nuaimi 
told the GDN in an exclusive interview. "They have emergency plans for all of these things - with my own eyes I've 
seen 10 people hanging themselves at the same time. 

"None of them died. Why? Because they have a strong security system there."

During the incident, all cell doors were opened and guards rushed detainees to the camp hospital, said Mr Al Nuaimi.

"And why three at once?" he asked. "That gives me the idea that the suicide was planned by at least more than 15 
detainees and the guards could stop most of them but missed three who died.

"For sure there are injured people - the American government would not speak about it, but spoke about the three 
deaths that they can't hide."

The three detainees who died apparently hung themselves from nooses made out of bed sheets and clothing. 

Mr Al Nuaimi, formerly Detainee 159, said they had earlier been ready to hunger strike "till death" to draw the world's 
attention to the horrors of the notorious prison camp. 

"Some people do it - sacrifice themselves for others," he said. "Those three people who did this - I know them very 
well. 
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"I was next to them while they were on hunger strike and they were on hunger strike till death.

"It's for the brothers (that they did this) - it's for the rest."

The three men were reportedly forced off hunger strike as part of a US military campaign at the camp, which involved 
strapping detainees to restraint chairs, pumping their stomachs with large amounts of liquid and laxatives through 
nasogastric tubes and leaving them there without access to the toilet. 

"And then because of the US torture, they made the hunger strike end," said Mr Al Nuaimi, who believes they might 
have hung themselves for this reason. "And if nothing happens (in response to the deaths) there are more people who 
will do it," he said.

Mr Al Nuaimi was basing his comments on his own experiences at the US prison camp in Cuba, where he was held 
without charge or trial for almost four years.

He said the deaths might have been the detainees' response to violent abuse from guards in an ongoing "war" 
between prison guards and detainees, which most recently led to violent clashes between the two on May 18. 

"What made them do it? In my opinion there is a big war in Guantanamo," he said.

The "war" between prisoners and guards started because of abusive treatment by guards and detainees' resentment 
of their indefinite detention, Mr Al Nuaimi said. 

He said prisoners are hostile because "so many are there for no reason".

Mr Al Nuaimi is concerned that guards might have taken action against detainees following the May 18 incident - 
saying he witnessed such behaviour during his incarceration.

In response to detainees' dissent, guards would take punitive measures that included entering cells with metal devices 
used to attack detainees' eyes, said Mr Al Nuaimi.

These attacks also included assaulting detainees violently and repeatedly in their genital region - which left some 
detainees permanently injured, he said. 

"The military would have taken very strict actions against all detainees without thinking of the reasons that pushed 
them into behaving so," he said. 

It may have been some sort of a personal revenge by guards involved in clashes with detainees, added Mr Al Nuaimi, 
who claimed he witnessed such behaviour first hand.

"My point at the end is the military must have acted against the detainees' religion - they must have done something 
to the Quran, they must've done something to other brothers in a savage way, harmed them physically or sexually," 
he said.

He says he does not rule out the chance that the deaths were not suicides, but the result of an attack by guards. 

He cited the case of former Saudi detainee Mishal Al Harbi as an example, saying Al Harbi was left paralysed after a 
prolonged beating by military police in 2002, which was witnessed by detainees. 

Prison guards reportedly claimed Al Harbi had tried to hang himself. 

The incident began late one night when military police began entering individual cells in Block India (Isolation block) 
and beating up detainees, said Mr Al Nuaimi. 

"All of a sudden they screamed turn on the light," he said. "When the lights came on a detainee's feet could be seen 
sticking out of a cell door. 

"The detainee disappeared for several months, leaving many believing he had been killed by military police. After a 
long time, months or so, we were informed that that detainee was still alive," he said.

"Some including me saw him in a wheelchair and asked him what happened. 
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"He answered: 'How? All I remember is that the guards were hitting brothers in their cells and suddenly in the dark I 
lost consciousness.'

"That person, Al Harbi, a Saudi detainee in his early 20s is living in a wheelchair and almost died under the excuse of 
suicide."

Mr Al Nuaimi says the situation at Guantanamo must change or there will be more suicide attempts. "Finally, I am 
sorry to say, the whole world would say something (about this) if it was alive, but the world is dead and not at all 
alive (on this issue)," he said.

Mr Al Nuaimi was returned to Bahrain with his fellow countrymen Adel Kamel Hajee, 41, and Salman bin Ebrahim Al 
Khalifa, 27, as free men. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14481  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Annan Renews Call For Closing of Guantanamo

New York - UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has reiterated calls for the United States to close its military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, after three inmates committed suicide at the facility, a UN spokesman said Monday. 

Annan has been urging Washington to close the facility 'sooner or later,' due to allegations of human rights violations. 

'The secretary general has already made the call as has (UN High Commissioner for Human Rights) Louise Arbour for 
the need to close Guantanamo, but it is for the US government to decide,' said spokesman Farhan Haq. 

UN human rights rapporteurs last month also asked Washington to close the prison, saying that the detention of 
hundreds of inmates without the prospect of trial violated international law. 

On Saturday, two Saudis and one Yemeni man apparently committed suicide at the prison facility. The US military said 
the circumstances of death were being investigated. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14480  SOURCE: DPA via Monstersandcritics.com

U.S. to Review Guantanamo Operations

By BEN FOX 

Associated Press Writer 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) - U.S. authorities will review the rules for handling and monitoring detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay following the suicides of three men there, military officials said Monday. 

The military will conduct an internal review separate from a probe by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service into the 
deaths of the men who hanged themselves inside their cells before dawn Saturday, Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand told 
The Associated Press from the U.S. base in southeastern Cuba. 

``We will be looking at what were the procedures and were these pro the Naval Criminal Investigative Service will 
focus on the ``cause and manner'' of the three suicides, Durand said. Autopsies of the men have been performed, but 
lab tests had not been completed, he said. 

The U.S. identified the three men who hanged themselves inside their steel mesh cells as two detainees from Saudi 
Arabia - Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-Utaybi and Yassar Talal al-Zahrani - and Yemeni prisoner Ali Abdullah 
Ahmed. 
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Jeff Davis, one of two lawyers for al-Utaybi, said the U.S. had not produced convincing evidence that his client was a 
member of a violent militant group, as authorities alleged the day after the suicides. The attorney said he could not 
say for certain why the man killed himself. 

``I'm extremely sad,'' said Davis, who had his client's death confirmed for him by the military on Monday. ``He must 
have been in a great deal of pain to do have done this.'' 

None of the three men who committed suicide was among the 10 Guantanamo detainees who have been charged with 
criminal offenses and face military tribunals at the base, where the U.S. holds about 460 detainees. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14479  SOURCE: The Guardian

U.S. Doctors Forbid Roles in Harsh Interrogations

By Andrew Stern

CHICAGO, June 12 (Reuters) - The American Medical Association on Monday voted to refine its ethical guidelines that 
forbid doctors from participating in torture or "coercive" interrogations of prisoners.

The action was prompted by unconfirmed allegations that physicians or psychiatrists played roles in harsh 
interrogations conducted at the U.S. prison camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, or abuses at the Abu Ghraib prison in 
Iraq.

The 544-member house of delegates, which sets policy for the leading U.S. physicians group, voted at its annual 
meeting to approve a seven-page report that outlined a physician's duty "as healer" not to take any part in 
interrogating prisoners.

Other stipulations called for doctors to provide medical care to detainees as they would to any patient -- in strict 
confidence.

Similarly, doctors are not ethically permitted to participate in executions, or to heal an inmate to make him well 
enough to be put to death, the AMA said.

"Physicians must not conduct, directly participate in, or monitor an interrogation with an intent to intervene, because 
this undermines the physician's role as healer," one of the report's recommendations said.

"The development of this new ethical policy removes ambiguity for physicians who must make decisions about their 
involvement in interrogations," the report said. "This policy builds on previous AMA efforts to assist physicians in the 
military who encounter such issues."

"We have to promote compassion, not coercion, wherever we find it," said Dr. Priscilla Ray, chairman of the AMA's 
Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs, which wrote the report.

Critics of U.S. policy toward prisoners captured in the U.S.-declared war on terror have alleged psychiatrists have 
helped devise or guide interrogation techniques such as sleep deprivation to pry information out of detainees.

Other terrorism suspects have been reported to have been captured and sent for interrogation in "extraordinary 
renditions" in which they are transferred from country to country outside usual extradition procedures.

The AMA's Ray said she visited the facility at Guantanamo twice and commanders assured her coercive techniques 
were no longer used. She said physicians or psychiatrists may have participated in harsh interrogations previously, 
but did not now do so and were allowed to excuse themselves when detainees were questioned.

Ray said interrogation strategies now used focused on building rapport with prisoners, which she described as more 
effective.

The AMA policy does permit physicians to help develop noncoercive interrogation strategies, the report said.

Ray said the aim of the AMA's report was to avoid the politics of the issue and stick to ethical guidelines.
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The recent suicides of three detainees at the facility have heightened calls to close it. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14478  SOURCE: Alernet.org

EU Renews Calls To Close Guantanamo After Deaths

By Sam Knight and agencies
 
The European Union today stepped up its call for the closure of Guantanamo Bay today in the wake of the suicides of 
three inmates.

"Guantanamo should be closed. This is an occasion to reiterate that statement," said the EU's External Relations 
Commissioner, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, at a meeting of foreign ministers in Luxembourg.

Ms Ferrero-Waldner's comment came after a weekend of renewed criticism of the prison camp from American 
politicians in both parties and the British Constitutional Affairs Minister, Harriet Harman. 

Manfred Nowak, the UN Rapporteur on Torture, suggested today that an EU-US summit on June 21 provide an 
opportunity for European leaders to make a formal request for the facility's closure.

International unease at the conditions in the detention centre, which holds around 465 terror suspects from 40 
countries, has been exacerbated by Colleen Graffy, the US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for public diplomacy, 
who dismissed the suicides as "a good PR move".

As an American military investigation into the deaths began, the prisoners were named by the Pentagon as Mani bin 
Shaman bin Turki al-Habardi, 30, and Yasser Talal Abdulah Yahya al-Zahrani, 22, both from Saudi Arabia, and Ali 
Abdullah Ahmed, 33, of Yemen.

According to the US military, Ahmed, the Yemeni, was a "mid to high-level Al Qaeda operative", while Habardi was a 
recruiter for jihad. Zahrani, who was detained in Afghanistan when he was 17, was described as "a frontline fighter for 
the Taleban" who had taken part in a prison uprising in 2001 after his capture.

The New York Times reported that the three inmates, the first to commit suicide in the prison since it opened in 2002, 
hanged themselves with clothes and sheets, and used other laundry as curtains to block the guards' view into their 
cages.

Quoting Lieutenant Commander Robert T Durand of the US Navy, the newspaper said one of the men disguised his 
bed to appear as if he was sleeping in it. "The deception by the prisoners raises questions about how long it took 
military guards to discover the bodies. Regulations at Guantánamo call for guards to check on each inmate every two 
minutes," the newspaper reported.

But relatives of the two Saudi detainees insisted that the inmates would not have taken their own lives because they 
were strict Muslims. 

"I am confident my son did not commit suicide," Talal al-Zahrani, al-Zahrani's father told the Asharq al-Awsat 
newspaper in Riyadh. "The story of the US administration is a lie."

Fares al-Habardi, the brother of al-Habardi, also doubted the US account: "We are 100 percent suspicious about his 
death," he said.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14476  SOURCE: The Times

US 'Neglects Mental Health of Guantanamo Inmates'

By Andrew Buncombe in Washington 

Campaigners have accused the Bush administration of deliberately ignoring mounting evidence of psychological and 
mental health problems among prisoners at Guantanamo Bay despite more than 40 previous suicide attempts. 
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Lawyers who represent some of the 460 men at the prison said no one should be surprised by the suicides of three 
inmates at the weekend - one of whom was 17 years old when he was incarcerated and another who was earmarked 
for transfer.

Bill Goodman, legal director of the Centre for Constitutional Rights (CCR), said:"The Bush administration has 
systematically and deliberately denied these men their most basic rights through a policy of choking off all contact, 
communication, information and hope."

"[It has] consistently fought to keep these men from lawyers, doctors and others who were willing to help them."

His comments came after a senior US official dismissed the deaths as nothing more than a "good PR stunt". The Bush 
administration sought to retreat from that position yesterday with Cully Stimson, deputy assistant secretary of 
defence for detainee affairs, telling the BBC: "We are always concerned when someone takes his own life. Because, as 
Americans, we value life, even the lives of violent terrorists who are captured waging war against our country."

The CCR provided a precise timetable detailing the efforts of campaigners to raise the issue of suicide risk among 
inmates as well as the government's tacit acknowledgement of the problem, stretching back to 2002.

There have reportedly been 41 suicide attempts made by a total of 25 prisoners. One man, Jumah al-Dossari, has 
tried to take his life 12 times.

In 2003, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the only independent organisation granted access to 
the prisoners, warned of the severe mental health issues facing many and said the nature of their incarceration and 
interrogation - including humiliating acts, solitary confinement, temperature extremes, use of forced positions - was 
"a form of torture".

Another CCR lawyer, Gitanjali Gutierrez, said: "The deaths come as absolutely no surprise to the attorneys who have 
been involved in this litigation."

"Indeed, they do not even come as a surprise to the military, which has acknowledged they were aware some of the 
men at Guantanamo may try to kill themselves."

The three men - Manei al-Otaibi, 30 and Yasser al-Zahrani, 21, both from Saudi Arabia, and Ali Abdullah Ahmed 33, 
from Yemen - were found dead in their cells on Saturday morning. It emerged they had tried to conceal themselves 
from the guards by hanging laundry from the ceiling of their cells and that at least one had arranged his bed to make 
it appear he was asleep.

The Pentagon described the men as having links to al-Qa'ida, the Taliban and an Islamist organisation that it claims is 
a terrorist group, but none of the three had been charged. Indeed, the authorities confirmed Mr Otaibi had been 
slated for transfer to a third country but a lawyer said the prisoner had not been informed.

Even before the suicides, the Bush administration had been facing criticism over the continued existence of 
Guantanamo Bay. The Supreme Court is expected to rule later this month whether the detainees should have their 
cases heard in civil courts.

The Labour MEP Arlene McCarthy co-signed a European Parliament resolution calling on the US to set a timetable for 
closure of the prison. Ms McCarthy, who visited the prison last month, said: "There is a complete failure by the US 
administration to see why this is not the right way to deal with suspected terrorists." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14475  SOURCE: The Independent

Court Urged to Protect CIA Detention Info

By LARRY NEUMEISTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK -- Citing national security, a government lawyer told a federal appeals court Monday that the CIA should 
not be forced to reveal whether it has been given authority to detain and interrogate suspected terrorists in overseas 
jails.
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The American Civil Liberties Union has asked the spy agency to turn over any documents related to secret foreign 
prisons. Though such prisons have been detailed in news reports, U.S. officials have never said that they exist.   

Assistant U.S. Attorney Peter M. Skinner urged the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to uphold a lower court holding 
that the CIA can refuse to respond to a Freedom of Information Act request by the ACLU.

He acknowledged that the CIA has the authority to assist foreign governments in the capture, detention and 
interrogation of terrorists, but said it cannot be forced to tell whether it is also doing so independently.

In written arguments, he said responding to the ACLU's request could cause serious damage to national security by 
giving enemies information about specific intelligence methods and activities used by the CIA.

The appeals court did not immediately rule on the matter and invited both sides to submit more information.

Megan Lewis, a Newark, N.J., lawyer arguing for the ACLU, told the court the CIA should not be permitted to evade 
public debate over its tactics by refusing to answer basic questions.

The ACLU is seeking two specific documents referenced in media reports: A Department of Justice memorandum 
specifying interrogation methods the CIA may use against top al-Qaida members, and a directive signed by President 
Bush letting the CIA set up detention facilities outside the United States.

In October 2003, the ACLU brought a lawsuit to probe treatment of detainees in U.S. custody, any deaths that 
occurred, and the transfer of detainees to countries known to use torture.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14474  SOURCE: Washington Post

Lawyer: Officials Thwarted Gitmo Defense

By BEN FOX 

Associated Press Writer 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) - A lawyer for one of three Guantanamo Bay detainees who committed suicide said 
Monday the U.S. government thwarted his attempts to represent the man ``at every turn.'' 

Lawyers Jeff Davis and George Daly filed papers in U.S. District Court in Washington in September challenging the 
detention of Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-Utaybi, one of three prisoners found hanging inside their wire mesh 
cells before dawn Saturday. 

The legal challenge, known as a writ of habeas corpus, was one of hundreds filed by defense attorneys on behalf of 
detainees at the military prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where the U.S. now holds about 460 men accused of links 
to al-Qaida or the Taliban. 

But the government asserted that Davis and Daly had not adequately identified the detainee - they initially gave a 
different version of his name - and lacked the proper authority to file a legal challenge on his behalf, court records 
show. 

In April, the lawyers said the government refused to deliver mail to their client. They also complained that the 
Pentagon delayed their security clearances to visit the detainee at the base. Davis said Monday their defense was 
hampered ``at every turn'' by the government. 

In the end, the lawyers never spoke with their client. When Daly was finally granted permission recently to visit al-
Utaybi, the detainee refused to meet with him for unknown reasons. 

When announcing the suicides on Saturday, the military said none of the three men had lawyers or had filed habeas 
petitions. But in court papers filed Monday, the U.S. acknowledged the two lawyers had represented al-Utaybi, noting 
he was ``now deceased as a result of apparent suicide.'' 
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U.S. military officials did not immediately respond to e-mails asking why they had said al-Utaybi did not have counsel. 
In court papers, the government defended its holding of detainees at Guantanamo, saying annual reviews are 
sufficient to ensure the government doesn't unnecessarily hold any detainees at the base. 

Military officials also said Monday they will conduct an internal review of the rules for handling and monitoring 
detainees at the base, separate from a probe by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service into the deaths of the men. 

``We will be looking at what were the procedures and were these procedures followed,'' Guantanamo spokesman 
Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand said by phone from the U.S. base in Cuba. ``And do the procedures need to be modified?'' 

The military had accused al-Utaybi, 30, of being a member of a militant missionary group, Jama'at Al Tablighi, with 
ties to al-Qaida. He was not charged with any crimes and had been recommended for transfer back to his native Saudi 
Arabia. 

Davis said he had seen no solid evidence that al-Utaybi had militant connections. 

The lawyers, who had argued that al-Utaybi should have been released, do not know why the detainee killed himself 
or if he knew he was due to be transferred, Davis said. 

``He must have been in a great deal of pain to do have done this,'' he said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14472  SOURCE: The Guardian

Guantanamo Autopsies Complete, Analysis Underway

BY CAROL ROSENBERG AND LESLEY CLARK
crosenberg@MiamiHerald.com

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba -- Military pathologists have completed clinical autopsies of the three captives 
who hanged themselves over the weekend inside their cells at this offshore detention center, the military announced 
this afternoon.

''Now it's the analytical part of the autopsy, compiling the report and making conclusions,'' said Navy Cmdr. Robert 
Durand, prison spokesman, adding the team of medical examiners from the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
arrived Saturday and departed Sunday.

Army Gen. Bantz Craddock, commander of the U.S. Southern Command based in Miami, toured the terror prison here 
on Sunday and declared the autopsies underway, as well as an internal examination by the Navy Criminal 
Investigative Services.

Guards found two Saudis and a Yemeni hanging in their cells at Camp 1 long before dawn on Saturday, officials said. 
The military said they fashioned nooses from their bedsheets in what the prison camps commander, Rear Adm. Harry 
Harris, called ``an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us.''

Civilian defense lawyers have described increasing desperation by captives held for more than four years here. They 
say the detainees have few ways -- other than to harm themselves -- to protest their indefinite confinement.

''The deaths over the weekend came as absolutely no surprises to the attorneys,'' Gitanjali Gutierrez of the Center for 
Constitutional Rights told reporters in Washington.

She said the center, which coordinates some captives' federal habeas corpus petitions, has worked since February 
2002 ``to get the military to concern itself with mental health and living conditions.''

Lawyers for some of the detainees held a news conference in Washington to urge closure of this prison camp in light 
of the weekend suicides.
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No timeline was available today on when the autopsy results might be made public.

A Muslim Navy cleric arrived from Quantico, Va., Sunday and as of today was working with other Muslim military 
employees to make sure the bodies of the deceased captives were receiving proper Muslim rites and preparation.

''The bodies are now in the morgue at the naval hospital in Guantánamo and they are being handled with great 
reverence and respect and observance of the Islamic rules with regard to the handling of the deceased,'' said Durand.

At the same time, U.S. diplomats were negotiating with Saudi Arabia and Yemen on whether they would be sent to 
their homelands for burial.

Military sources say repatriation is likely.

The Muslim chaplain, Navy Lt. Abuhena Saiful Islam, said the bodies would be washed, wrapped in white shrouds and 
placed in a coffin here, facing the direction of Mecca. Prayers would also be said, according to Saiful Islam, who is an 
imam, a Muslim prayer leader.

Commanders would decide whether fellow detainees would be able to participate in the prayers, he added.

Sunday night, the Pentagon issued a release that described the three men as captured in Afghanistan, two with ties to 
al Qaeda and the third as a Taliban fighter.

One, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, was described as an al Qaeda operative with alleged links to the now U.S.-held al Qaeda 
mastermind known as Abu Zubaydeh. Another, Mani Shaman Turki al Habardi al Utaybi, had been cleared for release 
from the prison, so long as he was transferred to detention elsewhere.

The alleged Taliban fighter is Yassar Talal al Zahrani, a 21-year-old Saudi who would have been captured and brought 
here as a teenager.

It is not yet known if the three men were among the 25 percent of detainees being regularly interrogated at this 
remote, offshore Navy base.

None had previously attempted suicide, Durand said.

He did not know if the Saudi cleared for release had been intended to be aboard a May 18 Saudi Airways flight that 
left this base with 15 detainees, for continued investigation and possible trial in their oil-rich kingdom.

The Saudi foreign minister had announced the deal in mid-May, saying the kingdom had arranged to take 16 citizens 
from this remote, offshore detention center. In the end, though, the U.S. military released only 15.

The military said none of the three men who killed themselves had lawyers, and none faced war-crimes charges.

Also, none had ''ongoing psychological illness,'' said the Pentagon's top medical professional, Dr. William 
Winkenwerder Jr., who accompanied the general on Sunday's visit. Moreover, none of the three were on prescription 
drugs, said Winkenwerder, assistant secretary of defense for health affairs.

According to the Center for Constitutional Rights, lawyers had by January met with only 130 of the detainees here.

A ''vast majority have no access to any outside counsel,'' Gutierrez said. ``They are entering their fifth year of 
imprisonment, held in isolation. The amount of psychiatric stress cannot be underestimated.''

Clark reported from Washington, Rosenberg from Guantánamo.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14471  SOURCE: Miami Herald

PHR Welcomes American Medical Association's Adoption of Rules Against 
Physician Involvement in Interrogation
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Pentagon Must Commit to Adhere to AMA's Guidelines

Today in Chicago, the American Medical Association's (AMA's) House of Delegates adopted ethical guidelines that 
make it unethical for physicians to participate in the interrogation of detainees, such as those held at Guantanamo 
Bay and other US facilities. The new ethical guidelines appear to conflict directly with the rules released last week by 
the Pentagon for guiding the involvement of military physicians and other health personnel in interrogations. The 
guidelines, drafted under the guidance of Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, William Winkenwerder, 
find no ethical obstacle to physicians playing an active role in the interrogation process. 

"The new AMA policy goes a long way toward protecting the ethical commitments and integrity of all military medical 
personnel," said Leonard Rubenstein, Executive Director of Physicians for Human Rights. "While the AMA rule leaves a 
bit more room for interpretation than do the other medical association policies - something the AMA can and should 
quickly remedy - we believe this policy can only be read as an unambiguous rejection of the Pentagon's use of military 
physicians to support individual interrogations, as BSCT members or in any other capacity." 

The AMA's action is the latest in a recent series of forceful statements from the medical community that repudiate the 
Pentagon's efforts to use medical knowledge and skill in the interrogation process, which, in even lawful interrogation, 
is inherently coercive and adversarial. In rejecting a role for physicians in individual interrogations, the AMA joined the 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) and the World Medical Association (WMA), both of which adopted explicit 
policies last month absolutely prohibiting physicians from participating in the interrogation process. 

"The AMA acted today to defend the basic principles of medical ethics and to protect the men and women bravely 
serving our country as military health personnel," stated Brigadier General Stephen Xenakis, MD (USA-Ret), an 
advisor for Physicians for Human Rights. "Since 2001, the civilian leadership at the Pentagon has been engaged in a 
full frontal assault on the basic standards of medical and military ethics, from the Hippocratic Oath to the Geneva 
Conventions. All the major medical associations are now standing together to demand that this administration respect 
the core values of both the health professional and the soldier." 

The new ethical policy adopted by the AMA prohibits physicians from directly participating in interrogations, from 
helping to plan and develop interrogation strategies on individual detainees, and from intervening in specific 
interrogations. This prohibition is needed, according to the new policy statement, to protect "the physician's role as 
healer" and to preserve trust in the medical profession. 

Like the AMA, the new American Psychiatric Association policy prohibits psychiatrists from direct participation in 
interrogations, including "asking or suggesting questions, or advising authorities on the use of specific techniques of 
interrogation with particular detainees." The WMA rule, adopted with the support the AMA at last month's meetings, 
similarly provides that physicians may not "use, or allow to be used, as far as he or she can, medical knowledge or 
skills, or health information specific to individuals, to facilitate or otherwise aid any interrogation, legal or illegal, of 
those individuals." 

The Pentagon's guidelines, however, require certain health personnel, particularly psychiatrists and psychologists on 
Behavioral Science Consultation Teams (BSCTs), to participate directly and extensively in the interrogation of 
individual detainees, and they facilitate the unethical disclosure of confidential medical information. 

"The Pentagon must immediately revise its guidelines and rescind all regulations permitting the use of physicians and 
psychologists in individual interrogations and as part of the BSCTs." Rubenstein added that the AMA, APA and other 
medical associations can be expected to press for elimination of the BSCT role in view of their new policies banning 
direct physician involvement in interrogations. 

Elaborating on the new limits imposed by the AMA on physicians in interrogations, Rubenstein emphasized that "no 
participation in individual interrogations is authorized by the new AMA rule. Physicians are only permitted under the 
rule to help develop interrogation strategies for 'general training purposes,' provided those strategies do not threaten 
or cause harm, are humane, and do not violate detainees' rights. We are deeply concerned even with this level of 
involvement," Rubenstein said, "because of the ambiguity of that qualifying language. It's simply not reasonable to 
require a physician to determine, in the abstract, whether a particular interrogation strategy will or will not be used in 
a way that inflicts harm, or whether it is clearly 'humane' or legal. Given the nature of interrogation, we believe it 
best, as the APA and WMA policies do, to insulate physicians entirely from the design of interrogation strategies, and 
we hope the AMA will fine-tune its policy accordingly." 

Rubenstein also suggested that the AMA also should continue to refine its policy on confidential medical information to 
provide greater protection against disclosure to interrogators. "In stark contrast to the Pentagon guidelines," he said, 
"the new AMA rule significantly restricts physicians from disclosing information they obtain from detainees when 
providing medical care. We urge the AMA to go one step further, as the WMA has done, in requiring physicians to do 
what they can to prevent interrogators themselves from gaining direct access to detainees' medical information." 
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In the wake of the three suicides of detainees over the weekend that were being held at the US detention facility in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, PHR strongly called for the Pentagon to grant access to Guantanamo and other facilities to 
independent medical and human rights experts and to publicly commit to vigorously enforce the McCain Amendment's 
prohibition against cruel and inhumane treatment of detainees, including the use of psychological torture. The group 
also reiterated its standing call for the Pentagon to end the force feeding of hunger strikers at the facility, a practice 
that is against the Declaration of Tokyo, the World Medical Association's prohibition of force feeding of voluntary 
hunger strikers. 

Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) mobilizes the health professions to advance the health and dignity of all people by 
protecting human rights. As a founding member of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, PHR shared the 
1997 Nobel Peace Prize.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14468  SOURCE: PHRusa.org

Center for Constitutional Rights Blasts Bush Administration for Suicides at 
Guantanamo

WASHINGTON - June 12 - After learning of the apparent suicides of three men who were detained at Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), today condemned the Bush Administration's policy of indefinite 
detention and released a document which provides concrete examples of attempts by CCR and its cooperating 
attorneys to get medical and psychological attention to men at Guantánamo. 

Bill Goodman, legal director of the Center for Constitutional Rights said: "The Bush Administration has systematically 
and deliberately denied these men their most basic rights through a policy of choking off all contact, communication, 
information and hope. For this administration to now claim that these suicides were acts of war by men who have no 
regard for human life is powerful evidence that the Bush Administration itself has no conception of the desperation 
they have caused. 

"This government has consistently fought to keep these men from lawyers, doctors and others who were willing to 
help them. Now in attempting to deny the truth this administration will not only cause more pain and misery amongst 
the detainees at Guantánamo, it will ultimately undermine fundamental democratic institutions of the United States 
by." 

"We are greatly saddened by the news of the passing of Yasser Talal Al Zahrani, Mana Shaman Allabardi Al Otaibi, and 
Ahmed Abdullah., and we send our deepest sympathies to the families of these men," said Barbara Olshansky, Deputy 
Legal Director and Director Counsel of the Guantanamo Global Justice Initiative at CCR, "the men imprisoned at 
Guantánamo have been held for years without ever seeing the inside of a court room. The vast majority of them have 
never been charged with a crime. Their despair and hopelessness has increased as the years have gone by without 
justice, it should not surprise anyone that some of the men were pushed to such desperate measures." 

In the documents released today CCR outlines the numerous times it and other organizations have attempted to force 
the Department of Defense to provide adequate medical and psychological care for the detainees at Guantánamo. 

"George Bush claims that he needs to approval of the Supreme Court to close Guantánamo. That is a lie. Before more 
men die in desperation, the Bush Administration must close Guantánamo and either give them their day in a court of 
law or let them go," said Gitanjali Gutierrez, a staff attorney at the Center for Constitutional Rights who has visited 
the men at Guantánamo. 

Copies of CCR's timeline outlining attempts by the organization to get adequate psychological help to the detainees at 
Guantánamo are available at www.ccr-ny.org 

The Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) currently oversees 450 pro-bono attorneys representing the detainees in 
Guantánamo. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14466  SOURCE: CommonDreams.org

Amnesty International Calls for Independent Investigation into Deaths of 
Three Guantanamo Detainees
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WASHINGTON, June 12 /U.S. Newswire/ -- Amnesty International today called for a civilian-led fully independent 
investigation into the deaths of three Guantanamo detainees after apparent suicides.

The organization also called on the U.S. government to give the group of five United Nations experts immediate and 
unrestricted access to the Guantanamo detention center, and in particular, allow the experts to talk privately with 
detainees.

The detainees who died have been identified as Saudi nationals Mane'i bin Shaman bin Turki al-Habardi al-'Otaybi and 
Yassar Talal 'Abdullah Yahia al-Zahrani, who was reportedly 17 when he was taken into custody, and Yemeni national 
'Ali 'Abdullah Ahmed.

"This has been a tragedy waiting to happen. A fully independent investigation is a matter of absolute urgency 
particularly in the light of statements from high-ranking members of the U.S. military and government that risk 
undermining the investigation launched by the Naval Criminal Investigation Service," said Rob Freer, Amnesty 
International's researcher on the U.S.

The dismissal of the deaths of the three detainees by the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Public 
Diplomacy Colleen Graffy as "a good PR move to draw attention" shows a chilling disregard for human life.

Amnesty International is also deeply concerned by the statement from the Commander of Joint Task Force 
Guantánamo, Navy Rear Admiral Harry B. Harris that the three detainees had not killed themselves out of 
desperation, but as "an act of asymmetric warfare."

The Commander's statement is entirely inappropriate and is part of a pattern of official commentary on the presumed 
guilt of detainees who have never had an opportunity to challenge their detentions in a court of law, Amnesty 
International said.

Furthermore, the military authorities have shown themselves to be oblivious to the psychological suffering of the 
detainees. Earlier, military psychiatrists reportedly reclassified suicide attempts as "manipulative self-injurious 
behavior," resulting in a decrease in the rate of suicide attempts officially recorded.

Detainees, including released detainees interviewed by Amnesty International, have spoken of the psychological 
impact of the isolation and indefinite nature of the Guantanamo regime -- conditions that Amnesty International has 
defined as amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment prohibited under international law.

"It is unconscionable that in the face of three deaths of detainees in U.S. custody, the government's response is to go 
on the offensive," said Jumana Musa, Amnesty International USA's Advocacy Director for Domestic Human Rights and 
International Justice. "While the administration took great pains to emphasize that they were treating the bodies in a 
'culturally sensitive manner,' the U.S. government showed no sensitivity to the men's families. Rather than use this as 
a moment to vilify the men in detention, the Bush administration should reflect on the policies that resulted in the 
apparent suicide of three men."

International pressure for the closure of the detention center has been mounting.

Three years ago, the International Committee of the Red Cross - the only outside organization with access to the 
detainees - took the unusual step of making public its concern that the indefinite detention regime at Guantanamo 
was having severe psychological repercussions on the detainees.

Last month the United Nations Committee Against Torture joined the growing calls for closure of the Guantanamo Bay 
detention facility, concluding that this indefinite detention without charge is itself a violation of the Convention against 
Torture.

Amnesty International called for the closure of Guantanamo Bay over a year ago. There must be full disclosure of all 
U.S. "war on terror" detentions, which should be brought into full compliance with international law. Those detainees 
who are to be released but cannot be returned to their countries because they risk of grave human rights abuses must 
be offered protection by the United States. Other countries, if necessary, should assist.

The organization reiterates its call for a full independent commission of inquiry into all aspects of the United States 
government's detention and interrogation policies and practices in the "war on terror," including renditions and secret 
detentions.

In another development apparently related to the deaths, on June 10, John D. Altenburg, the Appointing Authority for 
Military Commissions, issued an order staying all proceedings by military commission. Pre-trial hearings had been 
scheduled to occur this and next week.
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Amnesty International opposes the trials by military commission, as they fall far short of international standards for 
fair trial. The organization continues to call on President Bush to rescind the Military Order of November 13, 2001, 
establishing the commissions. He should not wait for the U.S. Supreme Court to rule on the issue.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14462  SOURCE: USNewswire.com

ACLU Calls for Immediate Independent Investigation into Reported Suicides 
at Guantánamo Detention Facility

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
CONTACT: media@aclu.org

NEW YORK - The American Civil Liberties Union today called for an immediate and independent investigation into the 
deaths of two men from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen in the U.S.-controlled detention facilities at Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba. According to the ACLU, the government has regularly down played the severity of suicide attempts, calling 
them "incidents of self harm" or "hanging gestures."

In what appears to be a related development, the military commissions that were to have resumed today have been 
indefinitely suspended. No reason for the suspension was given. The ACLU said it is greatly concerned with the 
deepening secrecy surrounding Guantánamo Bay.

The ACLU has long held that the military commissions being used to try the 10 detainees who have been charged with 
crimes are not a fair and legal route of judicial redress. The remaining 450 detainees have not been charged with any 
crime and are being held indefinitely. The ACLU has been monitoring the commission proceedings since they began in 
August 2004.

The following can be attributed to Anthony D. Romero, Executive Director of the ACLU.

"The U.S.-controlled detention facility in Guantánamo Bay has undercut America's moral authority. Reports of three 
detainee suicides further weaken our standing at home and abroad. We must undertake an immediate and 
independent investigation into the circumstances of the deaths of those in custody.

"The shroud of secrecy surrounding Guantánamo Bay must be lifted, with independent access to and monitoring of the 
facilities on an ongoing basis. This monitoring should include the medical treatment of detainees, especially those who 
have chosen to engage in hunger striking as a way to draw attention to their conditions of confinement.

"The military commissions set up by President Bush have been a sham from their inception. They are not legal, not 
fair and not representative of the American system of justice. All detainees charged with crimes deserve an open and 
fair hearing, and those not charged should be immediately released.

"The core underlying injustices of the Guantánamo Bay facility need to be remedied before other lives are lost. The 
conditions are the antithesis of the America we hold in our hearts and our minds."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14461  SOURCE: ACLU.org

June 14, 2006

U.S. Detainees Eye Canada As New Home
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Cleared of links to terrorism, many Guantanamo inmates fear returning to homelands
  
Glen McGregor 
The Ottawa Citizen 

 
Some prisoners at the Guantanamo Bay detention camp who have been formally cleared of links to terrorism may 
soon be attempting to emigrate to Canada.

Lawyers have been discussing the possibility that Canada would take in at least one of the prisoners the U.S. military 
no longer considers a threat, however his name wasn't being released for fear of jeopardizing ongoing diplomatic 
negotiations.

Repatriating former Guantanamo inmates has proved difficult for the U.S. Although they have been classified as "No 
Longer Enemy Combatants" or NLECs, many do not want to return to their countries of origin after years in detention. 
They fear the taint of the infamous prison will lead to imprisonment or other reprisals if they are sent home.

The challenge for the U.S. is to find countries with good human rights records willing to welcome detainees it once 
suspected of terrorism ties. That leaves the detainees in something of a legal limbo -- no longer considered enemy 
combatants, but unable to leave prison.

Earlier this year, the U.S. managed to place five former Guantanamo inmates in Albania, but only after about 100 
other countries declined, according to the Wall Street Journal.

The men were all Chinese nationals but were ethnic Uighurs. They were captured in Pakistan by bounty hunters and 
transferred to the detention centre in Cuba.

Because the Chinese government considers Uighur separatists to be terrorists, the U.S. decided to seek another 
destination for them.

Canada was among the countries initially asked to provide asylum, according to a lawyer who represented three of the 
Uighur men.

"I do believe that Canada was one of the countries that was contacted," said Michael Sternhell.

"I think that for reasons that probably are obvious, the State Department was never willing to share with us what 
negotiations they were having."

The Pentagon has said there are still more than 120 Guantanamo prisoners who are no longer considered a threat or 
who can be transferred to custody in their home countries.

Four men have been formally cleared of terror charges by a combat status review tribunal and are being held in Camp 
Iguana, a smaller detention centre at Guantanamo. They could leave if the U.S. can find a place to send them.

Lawyers for one of the men have been speaking to Canadian authorities about the possibility of taking him in, perhaps 
as a refugee claimant. The Department of Foreign Affairs would not discuss the case, saying it does not comment on 
refugee claims that may or may not have been received. The U.S. State Department also declined to comment.

A refugee claimant from Guantanamo would likely first require the Canadian government to give approval through 
diplomatic channels, as a claim cannot usually be made from outside the country. The government could, however, 
issue a minister's permit allowing a person to come into the country or make special arrangements for an out-of-
country claim from Guantanamo.

But the optics of allowing even innocent former terror suspects to immigrate is politically dicey for the federal 
government, particularly after the 17 arrests in the alleged Toronto bomb plot.

The prospect of Guantanamo detainees coming to Canada has arisen before and was reportedly discussed by the 
Liberal cabinet last year, with no final decision made.

Alex Neve, head of Amnesty International Canada, says he has heard of "unspecified discussions of an unknown 
number of Guantanamo cases" coming to Canada.

"The bottom line is, if prisoners upon release are facing return by the U.S. government to a country where they are 
going to face human rights violations, that's completely unacceptable," he said.
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"It's very important for other countries, including Canada, to step in so they have a safe place to go."

The pressure on the U.S. to find a home for released prisoners will likely mount as international condemnation of 
Guantanamo builds. The European Parliament this week voted in favour of a motion calling on the U.S. to close the 
camp, following the suicides of three prisoners.

Among the prisoners who have been cleared and currently are in Camp Iguana are:

- Zakirjan Hassam, a carpenter who is either of Russian or Uzbeki nationality. He was captured in Afghanistan and 
sent to Guantanamo in May 2002. In 2004, a U.S. military tribunal cleared him of terrorism links.

- Fethi Boucetta, an Algerian doctor who moved to Pakistan to avoid compulsory military service. He was cleared by a 
tribunal in May 2005.

- Ala Abdel Maqsud Muhammad Salim, an Egyptian national who later moved to Saudi Arabia. He was arrested in 
Pakistan while working for an aid organization and handed over to the U.S., according to a Washington Post report. 
His lawyer claimed in court that Mr. Salim was interrogated by Egyptian authorities and threatened that he would be 
harmed when returned to Egypt.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14548  SOURCE: Ottawa Citizen, Canada.com

 
    

Guards Tighten Security To Prevent More Deaths

Human rights groups, defense lawyers call for investigation of 3 men's suicides in military prison
MICHAEL GORDON
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba - Even as demands grew for an independent investigation into the weekend suicides at 
Guantanamo Bay, military leaders inside the prison began cracking down on inmates to prevent more deaths.

International human rights groups and defense lawyers demand an investigation into the suicides of two Saudis and a 
Yemeni who hanged themselves in their cells early Saturday.

But inside the detention facility, military leaders started clamping down on discipline and security in what they say is 
an effort to stop another round of suicide attempts already being planned.

"Right now, we are at ground zero," an emotional prison commander, Col. Mike Bumgarner told his officers at his 
morning staff meeting.

"The trust level is gone. They have shown time and time again that we can't trust them any farther than we can throw 
them. There is not a trustworthy son of a ... in the entire bunch."

With that, Bumgarner, a Kings Mountain native, ordered his staff to assess and curtail existing policies on detainee 
clothing, meals, recreation time, prison lighting and discipline. He ordered more frequent patrols in the cellblocks. He 
said existing rules on detainee behavior must be enforced quickly and fully.

"If a brother covers up a window with a sheet or blanket, you give him an order and then you go get him ...," 
Bumgarner said.

Later in the day, the colonel said the tougher restrictions would stay in place for the foreseeable future.

"Once I get a better read of things, I can manage a better balance of their quality of life with the security of this 
facility."

The suicides occurred early Saturday morning in three cells on the same block. The detainees, a Yemeni and two 
Saudis, hanged themselves with strips of knotted cloth taken from clothing and sheets. They used pillows and 
blankets to make it appear they were sleeping in their beds. They left suicide notes in Arabic. And Bumgarner said 
each had a ball of cloth in their mouth either for choking or muffling their voices.
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Prison authorities say they think other suicides are planned and they ave already seized nooses from cells since the 
Saturday deaths, the first at the 4-year-old U.S. facility on Cuban soil. At least 25 inmates have made 41 suicide 
attempts since the facility opened.

Critics, domestic and abroad, say the rash of recent attempts illustrates the desperation of inmates held in isolation 
and subjected to conditions that violate international law.

None of the three men who committed suicide was among the 10 Guantanamo detainees who have been charged with 
criminal offenses and face military tribunals at the base.

The European Union on Monday called the Guantanamo Bay detention center an "anomaly," and said it would urge 
Bush to shut it down when he comes to Europe for a trans-Atlantic summit next week.

"Humanitarian standards and human rights have to be observed" in the fight against terrorism, Austrian Foreign 
Minister Ursula Plassnik told reporters. "For the United States, a country committed to freedom, the rule of law and 
due process, this is an anomaly."

The sprawling, high-security facility overlooking the Caribbean holds 465 men, all considered by the government to be 
enemy combatants or terrorist threats. Guantanamo Bay's commander, Rear Adm. Harry B. Harris, said the suicides 
were a concerted act of "asymmetrical warfare" designed to bring more public scorn onto the prison.

Harris' characterization of the suicides as acts of "asymmetrical warfare" and a State Department official's assertion 
that the first deaths among Guantanamo inmates were "a good P.R. move" brought renewed outrage in the Muslim 
world as well as among European allies.

But Cmdr. Robert T. Durand, spokesman for the prison and interrogation compound, said the admiral in command of 
the detention operations here stood by his view that the deaths "were not acts of despair but coordinated efforts by 
three committed combatants."

Several detainee leaders also said they had a vision in which the deaths of three prisoners would lead to freedom for 
the rest, Bumgarner says.

Monday, the facility's staff said detainees have been asking about the suicides for the first time. "Acknowledge 
nothing," Bumgarner said. "Tell them it's none of their ... business."

The staff meeting took place in a conference room inside the prison wire. The Observer was not allowed to attend 
because classified information was shown on a screen. Instead, a reporter was allowed to listen a few feet away by an 
open door.

Bumgarner ordered a high suicide alert for "the brothers," the term used by the military personnel to describe the 
detainees. "Brother" also is a term of Muslim endearment the inmates use among themselves.

"If any brother says he's going to kill himself ... or says the death chant, anything. That brother will immediately go to 
a suicide blanket and smock," Bumgarner said.

The suicide blanket is made of a tightly wound material that's hard to puncture or strip. The smock keeps a detainee 
from ripping apart his shirt, pants or underwear to knot a cloth rope.

Later in the discussion, Bumgarner ordered a smock for another detainee.

"Sir," one of his officers said, "we're going to run out of smocks."

"Order some more," Bumgarner said. "I want them in the next 72 hours if I have to put you on a jet to get them"

Mid-afternoon, Senior Petty Officer Mac King walked into the colonel's office to discuss how to handle "The General," 
whom Bumgarner called the leader of the detainees' military wing.

King, of Spartanburg, said The General had refused to exchange his brown prison suit for an orange one, signifying he 
was moving to a more restricted status.

Bumgarner put his face in his hands. "Why does this brother do this to me," he said.
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King said five guards would make an FCE, a "forced cell entry," to restrain the inmate, cut the old suit off of him and 
put the new one on.

Bumgarner suggested an intermediate step.

"How's your relationship with The General?" he asked.

Not bad, King said.

"Well do me a favor then. Go down there and talk to him, and tell him there's an easy way and a hard way. ... It's his 
choice."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14547  SOURCE: Charlotte Observer

Gitmo Lawyer Counters US Remarks

Samir Al-Saadi & Somayya Jabarti, Arab News 
  
JEDDAH, 14 June 2006 — As the suicide of three Guantanamo detainees re-ignites the debate over the legitimacy of 
an offshore US prison facility, the lawyer for two Tunisian detainees told Arab News yesterday that the reaction of US 
officials to the deaths on Saturday has added insult to injury.

“It’s horrifying what this woman said and totally against dignity and lacks humanity,” said lawyer Joshua Denbeaux, 
referring to US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Colleen Graffy’s comments to the BBC that the suicides were “a 
good PR move.”

“I understand the administration wants to back away from the comment,” added Denbeaux, who represents detainees 
Mohammad Rahman and Rafik Al-Hami.

US Navy Rear Adm. Harry Harris also added to the controversial reactions by saying he believed the suicides were an 
act of provocation. “They are smart. They are creative. They are committed. They have no regard for life, neither ours 
nor their own,” said Harris to the media after news of the deaths broke. “I believe this was not an act of desperation, 
but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us.”

These comments have attracted condemnation among critics and the European press. France’s Le Monde said the rear 
admiral’s comment, “illustrates the gulf which separates American authorities from the rest of the world on this 
sinister question.”

Denbeaux also dismissed the rear admiral’s remarks by pointing out to Arab News yesterday that the inmates at 
Guantanamo haven’t had access to media coverage and therefore would have had no idea how their deaths would 
have been portrayed posthumously.

“How can they describe it as asymmetric warfare when not one of these detainees have any contact with the outside 
world?” said Denbeaux. “They have no connections whatsoever.”

The lawyer, who recently visited his clients but admits that it is very difficult to do so, said morale among the 
prisoners is low and that his client Mohammad Rahman, who allegedly suffers from a life-threatening heart ailment 
and has a pacemaker, has himself attempted suicide.

Denbeaux said he attempted to provide a news printout to the detainees showing President Bush’s comments 
indicating his willingness to consider shutting down the prison but he was prohibited from doing so.

“We wanted to show a simple news printout to our clients but they just wouldn’t let us,” he said. About 460 people 
have been in detention since early 2002, during which numerous hunger strikes and suicide attempts have been 
reported.

As rumors abound on details that led to the detainees’ deaths, family members of the detainees interviewed by Arab 
News continue to express frustration at the legal limbo in which their relatives have languished.
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“What more will it take?” asked one relative of a detainee who did not want to be identified. “We are asking for a fair 
trial. Is that much to ask?”

Sulaiman, the brother of another detainee who did not want to provide his full name, said some letters sent to his 
bother in Cuba did not reach him. “We sent a letter to inform him of the death of a close relative,” said Sulaiman. 
“Judging from the letters we received from him the news of the death of his relative never reached him.”

Saudis from different walks of life decried the comments made by the US officials.

“Whether their deaths are suicides or not is besides the point,” said a political science professor at one of the 
Kingdom’s universities who did not want to be identified. “These young men were in the wrong place at the wrong 
time — hostages of injustice: no trial, no prosecution and yet victims of indefinite and unclear imprisonment.”

Umm Ahmad, a Madinah social worker and mother of five sons, all in there 20s, said she sees a double standard. 
“Why is it that Western lawyers and embassies always have access to their prisoners accused and held in other 
countries?” said Ahmad

Abu Fahd, 66, a retied Saudi officer, said he was disgusted by the comments of the US officials. “When Arab or Muslim 
land or issues are defended, it’s terrorism,” said Fahd. “And now even when our young men are driven to death, it’s a 
‘PR move’ or ‘asymmetrical warfare.’”

Saleh Omar, 24, said he believed that a feeling of despair rather than a public relations stunt provoked the suicides. 
“If I were locked up and abused without an end in sight, who knows? Maybe I would consider suicide,” he said.
 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14540  SOURCE: Arab News

Hicks Subjected To Most Extreme CIA Torture, Expert

An expert in CIA interrogation techniques says the Australian Guantanamo Bay detainee, David Hicks, has been 
subjected to the most extreme torture in the agency's history.

American academic, Professor Alfred McCoy, has been studying CIA interrogation techniques for 50 years. He claims 
Guantanamo Bay is an ad hoc laboratory used to perfect CIA psychological torture methods.

He has told ABC TV in Australia that Mr Hicks was subjected to 244 days of sensory disorientation, left in a dark cell 
and denied sunlight, and his only contact was a weekly visit by the military chaplain.

"David Hicks has suffered untold psychological damage that will take a great deal of care, a great deal of treatment, 
and probably the rest of his life to move beyond," he said.

The suicides of three inmates has prompted renewed concern for Mr Hicks's welfare.

The Australian Government says he is in good health, except for a sore back, but Professor McCoy says Mr Hicks 
shows all the signs of someone who has been subjected to psychological torture.

Professor McCoy wrote The Politics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global Drug Trade in 1972, which is now regarded 
as a seminal work on the CIA's complicity in Asian drug trafficking.

His latest book is A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation from the Cold War to the War on Terror, which examines 
the CIA's development of psychological torture over the past 50 years.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14539  SOURCE: Radionz.co.nz

Ex-Detainee Questions Gitmo Suicides
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LONDON, June 13 (UPI) -- A former detainee at the U.S. detention center in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, says in a CNN 
interview it is very hard for inmates there to commit suicide.  

The U.S. military says three terror suspects, two Saudis and one Yemeni, were found hanged in their cells at 
Guantanamo last weekend, apparently after committing suicide.

"I can't understand the fact that this happened because the blocks that we were on, every 30 seconds there would be 
a soldier walking past and you would be monitored constantly," Shafiq Rasul told CNN in Britain. " ... It might be 
suicide, it might be they were beaten, because I've seen people get beaten severely in Guantanamo, and I thought 
they died by the way that they were beaten by soldiers. So I don't know."

The U.S. military and other former detainees confirm there have been dozens of suicide attempts by prisoners at 
Guantanamo.

Rasul, who was born in Britain of Pakistani parents, contends he was in Pakistan for a wedding when he was taken 
into custody by mistake after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks in the United States. He eventually spent two years in 
the Guantanamo facility.

He was freed after lawyers acting for him and other prisoners won a ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court saying 
Guantanamo prisoners had the right to have their cases reviewed by U.S. civilian courts.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14536  SOURCE: UPI

Berlin Calls For Inquiry Into Guantanamo Deaths

WASHINGTON/BERLIN - The suicides of three detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba over the weekend have renewed 
criticism of the US government for operating the facility for imprisoning suspects in the war on terrorism. 

Germany called Sunday for an inquiry into how the three inmates died. 

"We assume the United States will inquire comprehensively into the circumstances," said a government spokesman in 
Berlin, hours after Washington officials said the men had committed suicide. "Our attitude to Guantanamo is well 
known." 

Five months ago, Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel publicly criticized the camp and called for it to be closed. 

Just before she met with US President  
 
George W. Bush, she told an interviewer, "An institution such as Guantanamo ought not to remain in this form. A way 
to treat the prisoners differently has to be found." 

Officials say she repeated that view to Bush when she met him at the White House in January. 

The Centre for Constitution Rights is among civil groups arguing that the despair caused by being locked up for years 
without proper judicial oversight contributed to the deaths of the three men. 

"Their despair and hopelessness has increased as the years have gone by without justice, it should not surprise 
anyone that some of the men were pushed to such desperate measures," said Barbara Olshansky, deputy legal 
director at the centre in New York. 

The US military on Saturday discovered the bodies of two Saudis and one Yemeni hanging in their cells. The three 
men left suicide notes. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on Monday said Guantanamo should be closed. 

A European Parliament committee on Monday also called for Guantanamo's closure and said European Union 
governments should be resolute in their own calls for the facility to be shut down. 

In Washington, the US State Department said the United States was in contact with the Saudi and Yemeni 
government on how to handle the remains and that the bodies were being treated "according to religious custom." 
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US President George W Bush has come under increasing pressure from close allies to shut down Guantanamo. Bush 
has expressed his desire to do so but reiterated during a press conference with Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen that the prison contained individuals who continued to pose a threat to international security. 

McCormack said the United States was working with other governments to repatriate detainees, and there was a 
judicial process underway for trying those facing criminal charges. 

"We have no desire to be the world's jailers," he said. "We would look forward to the day, at some point, when 
Guantanamo Bay would close down." 

"But the fact of the matter is that it right now houses some very dangerous people who are a threat, not only to 
American citizens but other people around the world," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14535  SOURCE: DPA via Expatica.com

Suicides Bring New Calls to Close Gitmo

By SAM CAGE
The Associated Press

GENEVA -- The suicides of three Guantanamo Bay detainees prompted new calls Tuesday from critics in Europe and 
the U.N. for closing the prison camp.

The U.N. human rights agency said that the suicides could have been anticipated and the focus now should be on 
closing the facility. The European Parliament renewed its calls for closure.

The highest priority in the wake of the deaths of two Saudi men and one Yemeni Saturday is working out how to close 
the camp and what to do with the detainees, said Jose Diaz, spokesman for the U.N. High Commissioner for Human 
Rights.

"It's not completely unexpected that this should happen," Diaz said. "The focus of attention should be on closing 
Guantanamo."

EU lawmakers urged the United States to stop subjecting prisoners to what they called arbitrary detention in violation 
of international legal and human rights standards, and to stop using interrogation techniques such as dunking 
detainees in water, shackling them to the floor to limit movement, and sexually humiliating them.

In a resolution, the legislators gave the United States credit for making progress in improving conditions for the 
detainees, "in particular with regard to medical care, nutrition, the expression and exercise of their religious rights and 
recreation."

But the resolution also said the Guantanamo prisoners still are detained without a fair hearing by an impartial tribunal.

The EU has become increasingly vocal in urging Washington to close the prison camp in southeast Cuba where about 
460 people are being held on suspicion of links to al-Qaida and the Taliban. The EU is expected to raise the issue at an 
EU-U.S. summit in Vienna next week.

Separately, the U.N. special investigator for torture said in Germany that Guantanamo should be closed this year.

A good opportunity for announcing the closure would be President Bush visit to Austria for the EU-U.S. summit June 
21, Manfred Nowak told German radio station Deutschlandradio Kultur.

"I think that it will certainly be closed this year," he said. "But I could imagine that the recent suicides in Guantanamo 
Bay could speed up this decision's process."

Bush has defended the detentions, while saying his ultimate goal is to see Guantanamo emptied through releases or 
transfers of prisoners to their home countries.

___
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Associated Press writer Jan Sliva contributed to this report from Strasbourg, France.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14534  SOURCE: Washington Post

Hicks' Lawyers Still Looking To Britain

James Button

British lawyers for Australian Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks will today ask the High Court to order the British 
Government to stop thwarting his bid to gain British citizenship and arrange for him to swear the oath of allegiance 
immediately.

Lawyer Stephen Grosz said he was taking court action because the Government had said it would consider using the 
new Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act to deprive Hicks of British citizenship.

He said the Government had had six months to make arrangements to register Hicks as a British citizen and had not 
done so.

Justice Collins, who will hear today's case, ordered the British Government in December to register Hicks because his 
mother was born in Britain.

But the British Government has said it cannot swear the oath of allegiance on Hicks because the US Department of 
Defence will not allow its officials access.

But Mr Grosz said the Americans said last week they would consider allowing an American official to swear the British 
oath on Hicks.

Hicks hopes gaining British citizenship would win his release from Guantanamo Bay, after 41/2 years' detention, 
because Britain has won the release of all its detainees.

The High Court and the Court of Appeal have made three rulings ordering the British Government to grant Hicks 
citizenship. The Government has until early July to appeal the last decision to Britain's House of Lords.

Meanwhile, several Australian Coalition backbenchers with deep concerns for Hicks are pushing for him to be brought 
to trial immediately. Hicks is due to face a US military tribunal on terrorism charges.

Liberal MP Danna Vale said she was "disturbed" by legal delays in Hicks' case when he had been incarcerated since 
2001 in the US military prison where three detainees committed suicide on Friday. Hicks' lawyer said he was in a 
fragile state.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14532  SOURCE: The Age

US Rejects Call For Outside Probe of Guantanamo Suicides

The Pentagon has rebuffed calls for an outside investigation into the suicides of three detainees at the Guantanamo 
prison, saying the US military could review the situation itself. 

Amnesty International called for an independent investigation into the deaths as "a matter of absolute urgency" in 
view of statements by US officials making light of the suicides. 

"I wouldn't expect that," Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman said.

"The United States is very capable of reviewing its own procedures to determine whether or not any changes need to 
be made." 

He says the incident "will be looked into appropriately". 
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"If there is one thing the United States military does very well, it is review with a critical eye all its processes and 
procedures when significant events occur," he said. 

Guards found the three inmates, two Saudis and a Yemeni, hanged to death in their cells on Saturday at the military-
run detention facility for "war on terror" suspects at the US naval base in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. 

In calling for an outside probe, Amnesty cited statements by US officials characterising the suicides as "a good PR 
move" and an "act of asymmetric warfare". 

"A full independent investigation is a matter of absolute urgency, particularly in the light of statements from high-
ranking members of the US military and government," Amnesty International official Rob Freer said.

He said the statements by an US State Department official and the commander of the detention facility risked 
undermining an investigation launched by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14531  SOURCE: AFP via ABC Australia

Pentagon Won't Hide Interrogation Tactics

By LOLITA C. BALDOR 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Under pressure from Congress, the Pentagon has dropped plans to keep some interrogation 
techniques secret by putting them in a classified section of a military manual, defense officials said Tuesday. 

Two senior officials said there will not be a classified section in the long-awaited revision of the Army Field Manual. 
One of the officials said descriptions of interrogation techniques initially planned for the classified section are either 
being made public or are being eliminated as tactics that can be used against prisoners. The officials requested 
anonymity because the manual has not been completed. 

One human rights group hailed the decision. 

``I think this is huge,'' said Elisa Massimino, Washington director of Human Rights First. ``It's a very significant step 
toward creating the kind of clarity in the rules that military personnel have said that they lack and that led to a lot of 
the abuses.'' 

Military leaders have argued that disclosing all the interrogation techniques public would make it easier for enemy 
prisoners to resist questioning. 

The military's treatment of detainees has been under increased scrutiny since the Abu Ghraib prisoner scandal in Iraq 
became known two years ago. Photographs that surfaced at the time showed U.S. troops beating, intimidating and 
sexually abusing prisoners. 

Human rights groups have also called for the Bush administration to close the detention center at the U.S. naval base 
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where three detainees committed suicide late last week. 

Defense Department officials have been at odds over whether details of some interrogation procedures should remain 
secret and published in a classified section. 

But last month, several members of Congress privately cautioned the Pentagon against doing that. The standoff has 
contributed to the long delay in releasing the manual, which has been in the works for more than a year. 

Congress members argued that including a secret section - that would detail what interrogators can and can't do to 
prisoners - could fuel concerns both at home and abroad that the U.S. military was hiding torture techniques that 
violate the law or rules governing detainee treatment. 

As originally planned, the classified section would have included details such as how long prisoners can be forced to sit 
or stand in certain positions or how hot or cold their holding areas can be kept. The defense officials did not say which 
interrogation techniques would be included in the manual. 
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Opponents said greater transparency would dispel suspicions that the military was trying to exploit legal loopholes. 

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said for the first time last month that officials were at odds over whether the 
manual should endorse different interrogation techniques for enemy insurgents than are allowed for regular prisoners 
of war. 

There are concerns such a distinction could violate a law enacted last year that explicitly banned cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment of prisoners by U.S. troops. 

Massimino, of Human Rights First, said that the new law, pressed by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., would ensure that any 
interrogation technique not included in the manual would be considered illegal. She said it also would help clear up 
any confusion troops may have had over what tactics are allowed. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14530  SOURCE: The Guardian

Family of Guantanamo Detainee Doubts He Took His Own Life

By Faiza Saleh Ambah
Special to The Washington Post

Talal al-Zharani greets men offering their condolences on the death of his son Yassar, 21, at the U.S. prison in Cuba. 
(By Faiza Saleh Ambah -- The Washington Post) 

MEDINA, Saudi Arabia, June 13 -- Yassar Talal al-Zharani's life began on the Red Sea coast 21 years ago, included a 
stint as a Taliban fighter in Afghanistan, and ended on Saturday in a reported suicide in the U.S.-run prison in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The death united his friends and family here in grief and disbelief at the Pentagon's version 
of events.

They described a man who was optimistic, stubborn and too devout to have taken his own life. "He had memorized 
the Koran by heart. He was a strong believer. How could he take his own life and spend eternity in hell?" asked his 
sister Sohayla, alluding to Islam's punishment for suicide.

The death of Zharani and two other detainees last week has reignited resentment in the Arab world over the prison 
that holds more than 450 people, mainly Arab and Muslim men, almost all without charge.

The U.S. administration says most of the facility's detainees are hardened al-Qaeda radicals caught on the battlefields 
of Afghanistan who must remain incarcerated so as not to stage new attacks on Americans.

Zharani's father, Talal, a fit, bearded 52-year-old retired police colonel, said he believes his son was either hanged by 
guards or beaten to death by them. The body has not been returned; the father has asked the Saudi government to 
demand an independent autopsy and investigation.

Sitting with his youngest son and son-in-law in his third-floor apartment Tuesday, Zharani said that when the truth is 
revealed, it could lead to the closure of the detention facility. "When we expose their crime to the world, then the 
price for my son's life will have been the freedom of the other prisoners," he said. "I want Yassar to be the last person 
to die in Guantanamo."

Yassar Zharani was born in the coastal city of Yanbu, the third of nine children. He was the second of three boys, and 
he spent a lot of time with his mother and sisters and enjoyed amusing them. "He used to sing children's songs to 
make us laugh," recalled his mother, Umm-Muhammed, 43.

She wore mourning clothes Tuesday, a long-sleeved black shirt and long brown skirt, her hair pulled back in a 
ponytail.
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She's not sure why Zharani went to Afghanistan, she said, adjusting her silver glasses. In the summer of 2001, he 
had just finished 11th grade, and he got permission from his father to go to the United Arab Emirates to take English-
language and computer courses. The next thing she knew, he was in Afghanistan.

Zharani's father said he believes his son was working for a relief organization there and got dragged into the war after 
the U.S.-led invasion that October toppled the ruling Taliban.

But a young man who was recently released from Guantanamo said he had met Zharani several times in northern 
Afghanistan before the invasion and knew him as a Taliban foot soldier fighting against the Northern Alliance, the 
country's main anti-Taliban group at the time. The young man, speaking on condition of anonymity, said he was 
captured with Zharani in Mazar-e-Sharif in post-invasion hostilities and took part in a prison uprising there with him.

Saad al-Azmi, a Kuwaiti man who was freed from Guantanamo last year, said in an interview that he spent about a 
week in a cell next to Zharani's. "He used to be gone for hours," he said. "He told me they used to strip him to his 
underwear, bind his hands and feet together with iron shackles, and pour cold water on him. He said they wanted to 
know things about Afghanistan."

Azmi said he didn't get a chance to learn more because Zharani was moved. But right before Azmi's release last 
November, Zharani was still being interrogated, he said. "Word went around the prison blocks to pray for Yassar, 
among a group of others who were being pushed hard, because he was being interrogated through the night," Azmi 
said.

Azmi dissents from the common view here that Yassar did not kill himself. "His body was a bit frail, he was young. It 
wasn't just a short period of torture, it was years of torture. It's very possible he wanted to end it," he said.

Zharani was 17 when he arrived at Guantanamo, making him one of the youngest prisoners. Azmi and others who 
knew him there said that despite his youth he was always trying to cheer the others up, saying that it was God who 
was putting them through this ordeal and that He would end it soon. Because of the location of his cell, and his 
extensive knowledge of the Koran, he also often led them in prayers.

He spoke constantly about his mother, how much she must be missing him, and boasted often that his father treated 
him like a man despite his age, taking him out with him to adult gatherings and relying on him to drive his mother 
around in the pickup truck he'd bought him when he turned 16.

But he also had a temper. One former detainee recalls that Zharani returned his Koran to the facility's imam because 
he was disturbed that soldiers had searched or moved it, in his mind a desecration, while he was out during prison 
walks or in interrogation. When guards tried to return it, he refused to take the book back. Finally, half a dozen 
guards in riot gear entered his cell, shackled him and returned the Koran by force, the detainee recalled.

Zharani's letters from prison did not mention any of this. On Tuesday, his mother picked up a ream of letters scrawled 
in spidery Arabic writing. One letter, dated Dec. 30, 2002, contained these words: "And don't be sad if you are 
believers. God's deliverance is near." She read from another sheet. "Don't worry. God will unite us. I will be home 
soon."

Last month, with the release of 15 Saudi prisoners from Guantanamo, his family's hopes were also raised. Zharani's 
mother recalled that she was seated on the floor Saturday, praying in one of her daughter's rooms, when her husband 
came home from a trip to Mecca unexpectedly. "I told my daughter, 'Go see your father -- he's home. I hope that 
soon Yassar will walk in on us, just like that, unexpectedly.' "

But her husband walked into the room, knelt down beside her and hugged her. "He kept saying, 'Be patient, let your 
faith in God be strong, be patient, let your faith in God be strong.' "

She recounted the story calmly. "Then he told me that Yassar had been killed by the Americans in Guantanamo during 
a brawl over the Koran."

Her son was a young boy, she said. Why didn't the Americans just see what he had to say and release him? Why 
didn't they at least let her hear his voice on the phone or visit him? "Now all I want is his body back so I can hug him 
and say goodbye." She picked up a photo of her son in a skullcap and orange jumpsuit, kissed it and put it back down.

In the men's section of the apartment Tuesday, Zharani's father stood greeting the men dressed in the traditional 
Saudi robes who streamed in to offer condolences. Each kissed him on both cheeks.

"May God grant you patience," they said. "Our prayers are with you." Then they left. As soon as he sat back down, a 
high-ranking Interior Ministry official returned his call. The father was agitated but very respectful.
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"Sir, how can we allow the Americans to conduct the autopsy when they are themselves under suspicion?" he asked. 
After a few moments of listening, he relaxed and smiled. "Yes, and an independent investigation into the matter by an 
objective third party." He hung up.

"The Americans can't be both judge and jury in this matter," he said. "We have to have justice."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14520  SOURCE: Washington Post

US Suspends Guantanamo Trials

From correspondents in Washington

THE US Defence Department has suspended all military trials for "war on terror" suspects, including Australian David 
Hicks, at the Guantanamo prison camp in Cuba.

The decision, announced after the weekend suicide of three detainees, came as the US Supreme Court was expected 
to rule imminently on the military tribunals' legality.

"All sessions in all cases currently referred to trial by Military Commissions are stayed until further notice," the 
Pentagon said in a statement posted on Monday but dated Saturday, the day the three detainees were found hanged 
in their cells.

The statement does not explain the reasons behind the suspension.

Only 10 of the 460 inmates held as "enemy combatants" have been formally charged since the camp opened in early 
2002 at the US naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Among them is Hicks, who is facing a military commission trial on charges of conspiracy to commit war crimes, 
attempted murder by an unprivileged belligerent and aiding the enemy.

The former Adelaide meat processor has been detained at Guantanamo Bay since soon after his capture in 
Afghanistan in the immediate aftermath of the September 11 2001 attacks in the US.

Hearings for some detainees were previously suspended pending a ruling from the top US court, but other sessions 
had continued. A decision is expected this month.

The Supreme Court heard oral arguments in March in a pivotal case brought by Guantanamo detainee Salim Ahmed 
Hamdan that could determine the fate of the tribunals.

President George W Bush's administration has come under pressure from human rights groups and even allies to close 
down Guantanamo.

Human rights groups said the suicides showed the inmates were in a state of despair because of the indefinite nature 
of their detention.

Before the three successful suicides on Saturday, the US military had reported 41 suicide attempts by 25 detainees.

The lawyers for the three dead detainees – two Saudis and a Yemeni – chided the military today for failing to notify 
them about their clients' demise for three days.

The Centre for Constitutional Rights (CCR), which said it represented all three detainees found dead in their cells on 
Saturday morning, called for an "emergency, independent inspection" of the Guantanamo facility to confirm the cause 
of their death.

The three were the first inmates to die at the detention centre since it opened.

Earlier, the Pentagon rebuffed calls by human rights groups for an outside investigation into the suicides.
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"I wouldn't expect that," Bryan Whitman, a Pentagon spokesman, said. "The United States is very capable of 
reviewing its own procedures to determine whether or not any changes need to be made."

He said the incident "will be looked into appropriately". 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14517  SOURCE: Sunday Times.news.com.au

'Suicide A Sin.. Gitmo Men Murdered' Ex-Gitmo Detainee Shimmari Refutes 
US Claim

KUWAIT CITY: One of the five Kuwaitis, Abdul Aziz Al-Shimmari, who has been set free by the Kuwaiti Criminal Court 
after he was taken into custody by the Kuwaiti authorities on returning from the US Camp in Guantanamo Bay, 
Monday told the Arab Times news reports which said three detainees had committed suicide in Guantanamo was not 
true. 

“These men are religious people and know committing suicide is strictly forbidden in Islam,” said Shimmari. He added 
if they had wished to do so, they would have removed the nutrition tubes which the authorities had fixed to their 
bodies to force-feed them when they began a hunger strike.

“I think the men have been murdered,” said Shimmari. He added the US authorities had announced a fight had taken 
place between the detainees and the guards at the camp three weeks ago after a new incident about the desecration 
of the Holy Qur’an was reported. “They also said ‘weapons’ had been used during the clash,” said Shimmari. Shimmari 
pointed out the three men could have been shot and injured during the clash. He added they could have succumbed 
to their injuries over a three-week period.

“It is easy for the US forces to get rid of anyone and there are several ways to do it,” said Shimmari. “For instance, 
the military physicians,” he added, “cut off the legs of some detainees while although there is no need to do so,” he 
said. Shimmari pointed out some detainees were unnecessarily operated upon. He added the Red Cross officials have 
testified in this regard. “The US authorities have imposed tight security around the camp to hide the violations 
committed inside,” said Shimmari. He criticised the Red Cross officials who visit the camp because he said they are 
not impartial.

Reuters adds: Relatives of two Saudi detainees who died at Guantanamo Bay said the men could not have committed 
suicide as the US military reported, because they are strict Muslims, newspapers said on Monday. Islam prohibits 
suicide and sets out harsh punishments in the after-life for those who take their own lives. The men’s families said 
they had probably been killed. Saudi Arabia, a staunch US ally, identified the two Saudis as Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser 
al-Zahrani and said it was working on the repatriation of their bodies. 

The kingdom did not say how the men died but the US military said the detainees, along with a Yemeni man, had 
hanged themselves. “I am confident my son did not commit suicide,” Talal al-Zahrani, Yasser’s father, told Asharq al-
Awsat newspaper. “The story of the US administration is a lie.” Zahrani’s brother, Ahmed, also said it was unthinkable 
that Yasser would kill himself. “It’s impossible for Yasser to commit suicide,” he told al-Watan newspaper. “He was 
killed,” said another brother, Abdullah. Fares al-Otaibi, Manei’s brother, also suspected foul play. “We are 100 percent 
suspicious about his death,” he told the newspaper.

By Moamen Al-Masri - Arab Times Staff  
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Muslim Funeral Rites Completed For Three Guantanamo Deceased

By CAROL ROSENBERG
crosenberg@MiamiHerald.com

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba -- Five Muslim men working for the U.S. military held rituals at dawn Tuesday 
for a trio of Arab captives who committed suicide over the weekend at this offshore prison, the military said.
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A Navy chaplain named Lt. Abuhena Saiful Islam held the 6 a.m. janaza rituals for about two and a half hours 
somewhere on this base, said Army Lt. Col. Lora Tucker, a prison camps spokeswoman.

The men washed and shrouded the bodies and offered an Islamic prayer, led by Saiful Islam, an imam, or Muslim 
prayer leader who came from Quantico, Va., to supervise the rites.

None of the other participants was identified. Some U.S. service members, as well as contract translators, are among 
the Muslims serving in the prison camps.

No detainee had died before Saturday, when the military said guards found the three men, two Saudis and a Yemeni, 
hanging in their cells at Camp Delta before dawn in an apparent group suicide.

Commanders and the Navy Criminal Investigative Service are investigating whether procedures were followed, and 
were appropriate, or whether the four-year-old prison project needs to revamp its rules to prevent further death.

At the same time, the Southern Command in Miami issued a clarification Tuesday that one of the three men was 
represented by an attorney and had a habeas corpus petition pending in U.S. District Court, challenging his detention.

Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 29 or 30, of Yemen, had an attorney after all, a Southcom statement said late Tuesday. The 
Pentagon earlier had issued a statement describing him as a ''mid- to high-level al Qaeda operative,'' but commanders 
said he had never sought nor received an attorney.

The New York Center for Constitutional Rights, which has been coordinating U.S. lawyers volunteering to represent 
the captives here, argues that all three men had representation.

CCR Staff attorney Gitanjali Gutierrez said both Ahmed and a Saudi named Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-Utaybi, 
also 29 or 30, had petitions filed under their names.

She said the CCR considers the third man who killed himself as included in a petition it filed on behalf of unnamed 
detainees more than a a year ago. He was alleged Taliban fighter named Yasser Talal al Zahrani, 21, of Saudi Arabia, 
who would have been a teenager when he was taken to Guantánamo.

''Ahmed's counsel are now working with his family to repatriate the man's body for burial in Yemen,'' said Gutierrez.

U.S. diplomats were speaking to officials in Yemen and the Saudi kingdom to determine if the three men would be 
repatriated for burial.

Navy Rear. Adm. Harry Harris Jr. said the military had obtained a fatwa, or religious ruling, that let them waive the 
traditional requirement of burial within 24 hours to permit an autopsy and discussion of whether they would be sent 
home or buried at this remote Navy base in southeast Cuba.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14514  SOURCE: Miami Herald

Detainees' Lawyers Hit Notification Delay

By BEN FOX 

Associated Press Writer 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) - Lawyers for Guantanamo Bay detainees who committed suicide criticized the U.S. 
military Tuesday for taking nearly three days to notify them that their clients had died at the military prison in 
southeastern Cuba. 

Attorneys said the lack of notification contributed to confusion and distress among detainee families because of 
uncertainty about the identities of the three men who hanged themselves inside their cells before dawn Saturday, said 
David Engelhardt, a lawyer for one of those who committed suicide. 

``We were obviously troubled by the delay,'' Engelhardt said from his office in Washington. 
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Engelhardt said his firm, Dickstein Shapiro Morin & Oshinsky, had only recently received clearance to send a lawyer to 
meet with the 28-year-old detainee from Yemen, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, for the first time and don't know why he killed 
himself. 

``We were getting close to finally meeting this client and we had hopes of getting him, finally, some due process,'' he 
said. 

In disclosing the identities of the three detainees on Sunday, the military had said none of the men had an attorney 
who had filed a legal challenge on their behalf known as a writ of habeas corpus. 

A Guantanamo Bay spokesman has since said that authorities later realized that two of them had lawyers who filed 
habeas petitions in federal court in Washington. On Monday, the Department of Justice sent official notification to the 
attorneys for the two men. 

The New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights said it should have been considered the attorney of record for 
the third detainee because of mass legal challenges it has filed on behalf of detainees at Guantanamo, some of whose 
names weren't publicly known at the time of the filing. 

Attorneys said the military's failure to realize that at least two of the men had lawyers underscores their belief that 
the U.S. has not confirmed the identities of all the men at Guantanamo more than four years after the detention 
center opened. 

Some detainees have alleged in hearings at the base that they are victims of mistaken identity and were wrongly 
swept up in the U.S. war on terror. 

``This is an indication of the Department of Defense's inability to know exactly who is at Guantanamo,'' said Gitanjali 
Gutierrez, an attorney for the center, which represents more than 200 detainees. 

Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand, a Guantanamo Bay spokesman, said in an e-mail that a preliminary review had shown 
that the men did not have lawyers and they didn't learn otherwise until later. 

``We were trying to get out as much information as possible, with the understanding that some preliminary reports 
may be incorrect,'' Durand said. 

The three suicides were the first detainee deaths at Guantanamo - where the U.S. holds about 460 men on suspicion 
of links to al-Qaida or the Taliban - and the military said they have prompted a complete review of operations at the 
detention center. 

A Muslim chaplain and a civilian cultural adviser on Tuesday completed the Islamic funeral prayer and traditional 
rituals of washing and shrouding the bodies of the men who committed suicide, said Army Lt. Col. Lora Tucker, a 
detention center spokeswoman. 

Since the suicides there have been no other attempts or other violence at Guantanamo, Durand said. Nine detainees 
are on a hunger strike, including five who are being force-fed with nasal tubes, he said. 

The Center for Constitutional Rights called on the military to allow an emergency independent inspection of the base 
to confirm the causes of death of the three detainees who died Saturday and to provide an assessment of the health 
of the other prisoners. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14513  SOURCE: The Guardian

Yemeni Family Disputes Guantanamo Son Suicide

Reuters

SANAA - The family of a Yemeni man U.S. officials said killed himself at the military prison camp at Guantanamo Bay 
denied on Wednesday his death was a suicide, saying he had been murdered.

"This idea of suicide is a lie. My son wouldn't commit suicide. My son was among those who memorized the Koran and 
was committed to his religion," said Ali Abdullah, father of a Yemeni detainee found dead at the U.S. prison on June 
10.
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"He was assassinated by American soldiers and I call on the Yemeni and American governments for an international 
investigation," he told Al Jazeera television.

The U.S. military has identified the Yemeni who died at Guantanamo as Ali Abdullah Ahmed but the Al Jazeera 
interview identified the father by that name and the son as Salah Ali.

The U.S. military said two Saudis and a Yemeni hanged themselves with clothes and bedsheets in their cells, the first 
prisoners to die at the base in Cuba since Washington began sending suspected al Qaeda and Taliban captives there in 
2002.

The deaths renewed criticism of the base, which many human rights groups and some governments say should be 
closed. Nearly all the prisoners at Guantanamo are being held without charge and some have been detained for more 
than three years.

There have been many previous suicide attempts at Guantanamo, where the U.S. military holds 460 foreigners 
captured mainly in Afghanistan during the U.S.-led war there to oust the Taliban and al Qaeda after the September 11 
attacks.

Saudi Arabia's Interior Ministry identified the two Saudis as Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani but gave no further 
details. Pentagon documents show Zahrani was 21, meaning he was sent to Guantanamo as a teenager.

U.S. officials described all three as "dangerous enemy combatants."

U.S. military medical examiners have finished autopsies of the prisoners, a military spokesman said on Monday.

Once laboratory results are analyzed, pathologists will send a report to the medical examiner, who will determine the 
official cause of death, said Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand, a spokesman for the camp.

The bodies were still in a hospital morgue at Guantanamo and the State Department is negotiating with the 
governments of Saudi Arabia and Yemen to determine whether they would be repatriated or buried on the naval base, 
Durand said.

Abdullah told Al Jazeera he wanted his son's body returned home and an autopsy performed.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14512  SOURCE: Reuters

Released Detainees Refute US Guantanamo Suicide Cover Up

CAGE PRISONERS 

PRESS RELEASE: Tuesday 13th June 2006 

London – Former Guantanamo detainees, including the 9 British nationals released from the camp, have poured scorn 
on allegations that the three deaths at Guantanamo were suicides and claim that they are almost certainly accidental 
killings caused by excessive force used by US guards there. 

Moazzam Begg, in a statement on behalf of all the freed British detainees elucidates that the camp’s regime is 
designed to dehumanise detainees and to make them bereft of hope and believe they have no rights – framing and 
encouraging suicide amongst them – and suggesting imaginative ways to do so. 

Tarek Dergoul, who spent significant time with two of the deceased, provides the first in depth insight into their time 
in Guantanamo. He describes both Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani as having indefatigable spirits, never once 
discussing or contemplating suicide, and being the foremost in their lack of cooperation with their captors and long 
term committed hunger strikers; leading them to be punished by frequent reprisals and beatings by guards. That it 
was camp policy to systematically beat incompliant prisoners, Tarek says, makes it hardly surprisingly that such 
vicious attacks could result in death. 

He further elaborates that in Camp One, where he was also held – it would have been physically impossible for them 
to have committed suicide successfully. 
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Abdullah Alnoami a former detainee from Bahrain substantiates this accusation, exposing the true nature what was 
previously believed to be the most oft-quoted suicide attempt at the base, of a Saudi detainee in December 2002. 
Following an ERF attack, Mishal Al Harbi was left in a coma and permanently paralysed and restricted to a wheelchair 
for life. 

Dr. Adnan Siddiqui of Cageprisoners said “It is clear that the US administrations claim that these deaths were suicide 
does not stand up close scrutiny and we call on the US administration to allow a full and independent inquiry to 
debunk the cover up and lies that these deaths were suicide and not murder.” 

Statement on the Deaths in Guantánamo Bay 
By Joint Former British Detainees 

Another Guantanamo Whitewash 
Statement by Tarek Dergoul 

Statement by Abdullah Alnoaimi 

Cage Prisoners is a human rights organisation that exists solely to raise awareness of the plight of the prisoners at 
Guantanamo Bay and other detainees held as part of the War on Terror. We aim to give a voice to the voiceless. 

Contact: Asim Qureshi: 

Email: asim.q@cageprisoners.com 

Number: 0044 (0) 7973264197 

www.cageprisoners.com 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14509

Reprieve Denounces United States Response To Suicides at Guantánamo 
Bay

Three prisoners in Guantánamo Bay committed suicide Friday evening, once again shining a spotlight on the horrors of 
the Cuba-based facility. Using nooses made from bed-sheets and clothing, the three men—two Saudis, Mana Shaman 
Allabardi Al Otaibi (Al Tabi) and Yasser Talal Al Zahrani, and Yemeni Ali Abdullah Ahmed—hanged themselves in their 
cells. 

Colleen Graffy, a senior official in the state department, told the BBC Sunday that the suicides were a “good P.R. 
move to draw attention.” Even the Bush Administration realized the ludicrous nature of that remark, and by Monday it 
began distancing itself from the P.R. rhetoric. But other officials have continued to argue that the suicides represented 
an act of “asymmetric warfare” against the United States; in fact, one Army general even compared them to the Sept. 
11 attacks. Thus far, the U.S. government has thoroughly ignored calls for an independent investigation into what 
might have led three men being indefinitely imprisoned without charge to take their own lives. The three men had all 
engaged in a long-term hunger strike at Guantánamo Bay to protest their imprisonment and treatment. 

As Zachary Katznelson, Reprieve’s senior counsel, said: “Imagine yourself in this environment, told you will never 
have the chance to stand up in a court and say to a neutral judge: ‘You have heard from the government. You have 
heard the accusation against me, but this is my side of the story. This is my truth. If I am guilty, punish me. But if 
not, set me free. Let me rejoin my wife, my children. Let me rebuild my shattered life.’ What would you do if no one 
would listen, if you had been asking for justice for four years and gotten nothing in return? How hopeless would you 
become?” 

The more than 460 prisoners in Guantánamo Bay live in a state of indefinite legal limbo. There are no formal charges 
against 99 percent of them and no venues in which they can defend themselves. They have no right to counsel, and it 
appears that two of the three suicide victims, Yasser Talal and Ahmed, had no counsel at all. 
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As Reprieve has noted repeatedly, the U.S. government has done everything in its power to silence criticism and 
shield the prison from the public eye. A prime example of that secrecy is the fact that the government had 
recommended Mana Shaman for a transfer from Guantanamo Bay to Saudi Arabia before he died, but never got 
around to telling him. 

Prior to this weekend’s news, the Defence Department had officially recorded 41 suicide attempts since the opening of 
the Guantánamo Bay prison in January 2002. However, the estimate of such incidents was 32 as of August 2003; at 
that point, U.S. authorities announced a radical reduction in the attempted suicide rate, implying that the new 
numbers spelled better conditions for prisoners. It quickly became clear, however, that the government had simply 
redefined many acts previously classified as suicide attempts as “manipulative self-injurious behaviour.” In truth, it 
remains unclear just how many suicide attempts have occurred at Guantánamo Bay. 

It’s unlikely, to say the least, that ignoring the root causes of this weekend’s suicides will help avoid similar tragedies 
in the future. Unfortunately, as of now, the U.S. government has chosen that course. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14546  SOURCE: Reprieve.org.uk

Cultural Sensitivity, Guantánamo Bay Style

The US military is 'cracking down' on prisoners to persuade them not to commit suicide. But are 
forced cell entries really the way to avoid another tragedy?

Clive Stafford Smith

Is there any chance, before they tip us further into global conflict, that the US military will ever learn? For months 
lawyers for the prisoners have tried to impress on the military the dire consequences of prisoner suicides in 
Guantánamo Bay on western relations with Muslims around the world. Yet now the US authorities are compounding 
the crisis. The military, which accused the desperate prisoners who committed suicide of doing it as a PR stunt, now 
claims they are being "culturally sensitive" in their response. 

Does being "sensitive" mean performing autopsies on the bodies, a desecration that will be regarded as desecration 
by Muslims all over the world? "Culturally, it is considered offensive to perform an autopsy on a Muslim. There is a 
prophetic saying that you should treat the dead body as you would treat it in life, and that it must be returned to God 
as given," said Dr Adnan Siddiqui in a report issued by Reprieve two months ago. "Perhaps those in the west might be 
used to autopsies, but to the many millions of people in traditional Muslim countries, the idea of chopping a person 
up, and putting them back together in a bag, would be considered a horror. It would cause outrage."

Doubtless the US military will secure a couple of friendly fatwas purporting to justify an autopsy, but surely they can 
anticipate the tidal wave of Muslim outrage that will follow. And why do it? There is no chance that a report by a US 
military pathologist will persuade an intensely hostile Arab audience that the US was not "at fault" for the prisoners' 
deaths. The bodies will presumably be sent home for burial. Two of the prisoners had been on hunger strike 
consistently since August 2005, and when their emaciated, dissected remains are turned over to the families, there 
will be a predictable reaction.

The alternative - burial of the prisoners in Guantanamo - is even worse: It will lend legitimacy to any theory that the 
prisoners were murdered, and ensure that every journalist who visits in the next decade will ask to photograph the 
burial site. 

The "sensitive" military are now "cracking down" on the other prisoners to persuade them not to commit suicide. The 
Charlotte Observer reported yesterday that the soldiers discussed sending "five guards [to] make an FCE, a 'forced 
cell entry,' to restrain the inmate, cut the old suit off of him and put the new one on". The officer was talking about 
one of my clients, Ahmed Errachidi, who I saw just last week. He knows that Ahmed suffers from a serious mental 
illness - long before being hauled off to Guantánamo, Ahmed was sectioned in Britain because he is manic depressive. 
Ahmed has good reason to be depressed now, and if we are not truly careful he will be the next dead body to be 
autopsied and repatriated.

Someone needs to get the message across to these sensitive military officers: Guantánamo needs to be closed down 
now, before the next tragedy.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14545  SOURCE: The 
Guardian
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CCR Reacts to Bush Administration's First Court Filings Since the 
Guantanamo Deaths

CCR Calls for Emergency Inspection to Investigate Deaths and Close Guantánamo Base 
  
NEW YORK - June 13 - Today the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) released the following statement regarding 
yesterday's government filing regarding the deaths of Guantánamo detainees represented by CCR, Salah Ali Abdullah 
Ahmed Al Salami, Mani Shaman Turki Al-Habardi Al-Utaybi, and Yasser Talal Al-Zahrani: 

It has taken the Bush Administration roughly three days to notify counsel for the deceased detainees of their clients 
passing. Monday's filings correct the government's previous claim that none of the detainees had legal representation, 
and constitutes an unacceptable delay in notifying American attorneys of their clients' death. Furthermore, the 
administration has thus far refused to provide necessary information to confirm all three detainees' identities to their 
attorneys, such as photographs or documentation from the base. 

The Bush Administration's denial of due process in Guantánamo is wrong, unconstitutional and counterproductive for 
U.S. policy. The denial of due process and the conditions at the base, which the Center for Constitutional Rights has 
documented in numerous court filings, contributed to widespread desperation among the detainees. The Bush 
Administration has prevented adequate medical treatment and psychological assistance for many detainees, which is 
required by American and international law, and essential to identifying and treating detainees suffering from the 
effects of indefinite detention and inhumane conditions. 

The Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents over 200 detainees, calls on the administration to allow an 
emergency, independent inspection of the base to confirm the causes of the death and provide an authoritative 
determination of the health of all the detainees in Guantánamo. We call for this emergency inspection trip to begin 
within seven days and to be led by doctors, CCR attorneys and independent, non-government observers who will 
publicly report on the findings -- to the extent possible with respect to the privacy of affected families. An internal 
military investigation without independent doctors and attorneys is an insufficient response to this grave situation. 

Furthermore, and most fundamentally, the U.S. government must begin the urgent task of closing the entire 
Guantánamo prison. President Bush's unlawful Guantánamo policies have already caused irreparable damage to 
thousands of persons, and his reliance on unlawful detentions continue to weaken the United States, undermining our 
moral authority around the world and betraying our Constitution. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14527  SOURCE: Common Dreams.org

Guantanamo Suicides An ‘Act of Despair’

Zachary Katznelson, a senior counsel at Reprieve, which represents 36 Guantanamo Bay prisoners,  
spoke to Socialist Worker about the suicide of three inmates last week.

Like many people, I am angered by the reaction of US authorities to the deaths of three men in Guantanamo Bay. 

The comment from US assistant secretary of state Colleen Graffy that the suicides were a “a good PR move”, and from 
the camp commander that the deaths were an “act of asymmetric warfare waged against us”, show incredible 
insensitivity. 

More than this, they show a failure to recognise Guantanamo Bay for what it is, a legal black hole where prisoners are 
not charged with crimes or given a chance for a fair trial. 

Only ten of the 460 prisoners currently held at Guantanamo have been formally charged with any crime. 

Many prisoners are still facing problems accessing lawyers. None of the three men who killed themselves had a 
lawyer.

It is critically important that people remember that these are human beings. They want the chance to stand up in 
court and tell their stories.
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The cells in Guantanamo are six feet by eight feet. Imagine that you are told that you have to live the rest of your life 
in a room the size of your toilet, that you will never see your friends or family, that you will never be able to speak to 
them again on the phone.

It is incredibly sad that three men, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, Yasser Talal al-Zahrani and Mani Shaman Turki al-Habani al-
Utaybi have taken their own lives. Tragically one of them was scheduled for release, but the US had not told him.

All three men had been involved in long term hunger strikes. The tactics used by the US to break the hunger strikes 
are incredibly brutal. 

They involve strapping prisoners down and forcing a tube through their nose, down their throat and into their 
stomach. They are force fed until they vomit. This is hardly medically appropriate treatment. It is designed to cause 
as much pain as possible. This is done five or six times a day, often with no lubrication.

The stories of the 36 Guantanamo prisoners Reprieve represents are an indictment of the camp. One of them, 
Mohammed El Gharani, was arrested when he was 14. 

He has just turned 19 and he is still in Guantanamo Bay even though he still hasn’t been formally charged with 
anything. He has tried to kill himself twice this year. 

Cell

One of the allegations against him is that he was part of an Al Qaida cell in London when he was 11. He wasn’t even 
living in Britain at the time.

Ahmed Errachidi has been held in solitary confinement for two and a half years. He still hasn’t been charged. One of 
the allegations against him was that he attended a training camp in Afghanistan in July 2001. 

Employment records Reprieve uncovered prove he was working as a chef in London that entire month. 

Every day that Guantanamo Bay is open, it makes all of us less safe. The US government says that it is for human 
rights. Well, it has a chance to act and show those words mean something. They must shut down Guantanamo Bay.

Britain is one of the biggest supporters of the US. There are eight British residents still held in the camp. 

Tony Blair has called Guantanamo Bay an “anomaly”. It is much more than that – it is a disaster that cripples the fight 
against terrorism. It is time Blair showed true leadership and called for the prison to close now.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14526  SOURCE: Socialist Worker.co.uk

“There’s No Hope in Guantánamo”

By Nicole Colson

THREE DETAINEES at the U.S. prison camp at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, took their own lives in early June. But as far as 
the U.S. government is concerned, their suicides were an act of aggression against the U.S.

“They are smart, they are creative, they are committed,” Rear Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr., the commander at 
Guantánamo, said of detainees following the suicides. “They have no regard for life, neither ours nor their own. I 
believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us.”

 Hear Nicole Colson speak at Socialism 2006, a political conference scheduled for June 22-25 at Columbia Univerisy in 
New York City. For more information, go to the Socialism 2006 Web site at socialismconference.org.  
  
The prisoners, two Saudis and a Yemeni, reportedly were housed in “Camp One,” the highest-security section of 
Guantánamo, reserved for what the U.S. deems the “worst of the worst.” They were discovered early in the morning 
after having apparently hanged themselves using bed sheets and clothing.

One of the prisoners, 22-year-old Talal Abdulah Yahya al-Zahrani, was just 17 years old when he was sent to 
Guantánamo in 2001.
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According to defense lawyers, there have been dozens of suicide attempts in the camp’s four-year history, but none 
have been successful until now. Over one eight-day period in August 2003, for example, 23 detainees tried to hang or 
strangle themselves, including 10 on a single day.

Hunger strikes have also become common at the camp. Earlier this month, at least 89 prisoners were participating in 
the latest one--a protest, according to lawyers, fueled by conditions at the camp that include brutal interrogation 
methods and indefinite detention.

Lawyers and former detainees say the suicide attempts are an act of desperation in the face of the legal limbo 
prisoners are consigned to.

“There is no hope in Guantanamo,” Shafiq Rasul, a British man released from Guantánamo who went a hunger strike 
while behind bars to protest beatings, told the Associated Press. “The only thing that goes through your mind day 
after day is how to get justice or how to kill yourself. It is the despair--not the thought of martyrdom--that consumes 
you there.”

Bill Goodman, legal director of the Center for Constitutional Rights, told the New York Times, “The total, intractable 
unwillingness of the Bush administration to provide any meaningful justice for these men is what is at the heart of 
these tragedies. We all had the sense that these men were getting more and more hopeless. There’s been a general 
sense of desperation that’s been growing.”

But the Pentagon and the Bush administration dismiss the suicide attempts as stunts by “terrorists” to get public 
sympathy. In fact, suicide attempts are officially classified as “manipulative, self-injurious behavior.”

After the successful suicides this month, Colleen Graffy, U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy, 
sounded decidedly less than “diplomatic” as she told BBC News that the suicides were a “good p.r. move to draw 
attention,” adding that they were part of a strategy and “a tactic to further the jihadi cause.”

Since detainees had access to lawyers, received mail and had the ability to write to families, she added, it was hard to 
see why the men had not protested about their situation using “other” methods.

But since Guantánamo first began housing prisoners of the U.S. “war on terror” more than four years ago, human 
rights activists, lawyers and detainees themselves have continually protested the brutal treatment inflicted by the U.S.

From interrogation methods that include extreme physical and psychological abuse--including sexual humiliation and 
mock drowning--to guards’ reported desecration of the Koran, to brutal force feedings, prisoners have suffered well-
documented abuse at the hands of their jailors.

Just last month, the United Nations Committee Against Torture called for Guantánamo to be closed--in part because of 
the detrimental effects of prolonged detention and inhumane interrogation practices on detainees’ physical and mental 
well-being.

Today, an estimated 460 prisoners remain at the camp--several of whom were under the age of 18 when first brought 
to Guantánamo, a clear violation of international law. So far, just 10 have been charged with any crimes and are 
slated to have their cases heard by military tribunals.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14523  SOURCE: Socialist Worker

The Evil of Banality

The General, the New York Times and the Gitmo Suicides
The Evil of Banality
By ANTHONY ALESSANDRINI

There are moments that require us to stop everything and take stock of the time in which we are living. This is one 
such moment. Listen:

"They are smart, they are creative, they are committed," Admiral Harris said. "They have no regard for life, neither 
ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against 
us."
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This is Rear Admiral Harry B. Harris, commander of the Guantanamo Bay prison. His words appeared, without 
comment, in the first news reports about three men, detained indefinitely and subjected to systematic torture at the 
prison, who committed suicide on Saturday by hanging themselves in their cells.

Take a moment to dwell on the admiral's words. Look especially at the first sentence, at the adjectives used to 
describe the dead men: "smart, creative, committed." There is a perverse compliment being paid by the torturer to 
the tortured.

This attitude is also implicit in the follow-up article printed by the New York Times the next day, with the headline: 
"Prisoners' Ruse Is Suspected at Guantanamo." This, we learn from the article, should be the focus of inquiry: not the 
circumstances that drove three men to their deaths, but the question of how, given the fact that one of the elements 
of their confinement was constant monitoring by their captors, these men could have managed their "ruse."

The point of systematic torture, of course, is to force the tortured to acknowledge, every minute of every day, that his 
life is in the hands of his torturer. No wonder, then, that the prison's commanders and their willing mouthpieces in the 
press are alarmed. In the most macabre and tragic sense, these are the first escapees from Guantanamo.

Of course these were acts of despair, no matter what the torturers may claim. Of course the many attempts by 
prisoners at Guantanamo to use their bodies-all that is left to them-to protest against their systematic and agonizing 
dehumanization have been acts of desperation. Many of their ongoing efforts-for example, the hunger strikes that 
have been violently broken through force-feedings-have been the tactics of resistance used by other political 
prisoners: Irish prisoners held by the British in Northern Ireland, South Africans in apartheid jails, Palestinians in 
Israeli prisons. 

These are acts of desperation, but in their tragic way, they are also attempts to claim back some shred of humanity 
from the grasp of the torturers. And so even the capacity to feel despair has to be denied them by the torturers, at 
the very moment of their deaths. "I believe this was not an act of desperation," the admiral assures us, "but an act of 
asymmetrical warfare waged against us." 

Leave aside "asymmetrical" for the moment, although under different circumstances a sustained meditation on the 
abuse of language inherent in the use of this term would be in order. Go right to this phrase: "an act of warfare 
waged against us."

For this is the lynchpin of it all. "They" are being held in Guantanamo, according to this version of the story, for having 
waged, or tried to wage, or plotted to wage, or thought about waging, war against "us" (thus the invention of the 
wholly unprecedented but vaguely legal-sounding term "enemy combatants"). The subsequent charge of "terrorism" is 
itself potent enough to preclude any further inquiry, and, more important, to eliminate any concern for the treatment 
of the human beings--human no longer, since they are now of the species known as "terrorist"--during their 
confinement. The dehumanization carried out through the physical acts of torture at Guantanamo (and, it should be 
added, at prisons subsidized and run by the U.S. government throughout the world) is thus both enabled and 
completed through this linguistic torture.

When the flesh-and-blood human beings being held captive assert their humanity through their bodies, whether 
through hunger strikes or through suicide attempts, the linguistic torturers have to work overtime. But they are able 
to do their work without much worry about systematic opposition in this country. The White House dutifully described 
the three men as "committed terrorists," and in response, Democrats said nothing, since, as the *Times* reported, 
they are "concerned about appearing to be sympathizing with detainees who could turn out to have significant 
terrorist connections." 

Here we should pause again. Three men at Guantanamo were, in essence, tortured to death. Their names were Mani 
bin Shaman bin Turki al-Habardi, Yasser Talal Abdulah Yahya al-Zahrani, and Ali Abdullah Ahmedwho. 

What is most appalling about the discourse surrounding their suicides is the banality of the language used to address 
their deaths. It is as though nothing out of the ordinary has happened. This is what should startle us out of our 
complacency: the thought that a situation in which three men were literally driven to their deaths by the inhumanity 
of their treatment is in fact all in a day's work for our government.

There are of course groups and individuals who have tried to break this sense of complacency and to place 
Guantanamo, and the U.S. government's policies of detainment, extraordinary rendition, secret prisons, and 
systematic torture more generally, before the eyes of Americans. But the fact that these men's suicides can be 
reported as "ruses" and "acts of war" without provoking outrage reminds us of how much remains to be done.

One important part of this effort is to combat the specifically dehumanizing work being done by the word "terrorist." It 
is not necessary to prove the innocence of those being held prisoner at Guantanamo in order to demand an end to 
their torture. Of course, a cursory glance at the insane methods used to capture those who are now detained there 
suggests that no legal case could be made against the vast majority of the prisoners. 
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But the fundamental insistence should be that it simply does not matter. Allowing the focus to be shifted to the 
question of innocence versus guilt, of good and evil, of terrorism and acts of war, avoids addressing the heart of the 
matter. Worse, it allows a shift into the banal language that allows for generalizations about "us" and "them," the very 
language that underwrites the abuses of humanity carried out by this government through its terroristic "war on 
terror."

The real focus must be on a place whose sole purpose is to torture people until the only recourse that remains 
available to them is to somehow bring about their own deaths. The focus must be on the fact that Guantanamo is not 
simply an anomaly, not just an embarrassing example of this government's zeal after September 2001 whose closure 
will also close that distressing chapter. The focus must be on the larger set of processes set in motion by this 
government, of which Guantanamo is simply the most visible manifestation.

Appeals to the government to close down Guantanamo are not nearly enough right now. We have to do more to make 
known the full extent of the horror. Guantanamo Bay is not simply a place where men are dressed in orange 
jumpsuits and placed in cages. It is a place where humanity is being systematically destroyed. This is no metaphor. 
Perhaps it is time to see that the responsibility for closing down Guantanamo belongs, not to George W. Bush, but to 
us.

Listening to the admiral, to the most recent expression of the banality of evil flowing from his lips, only one conclusion 
can be drawn: the United States has absented itself from humanity. Until those living in this country can find a way to 
stop this government, the admiral's phrase should be applied to us: "They have no regard for life."

Anthony Alessandrini teaches English at Kingsborough Community College/CUNY in Brooklyn, NY, and 
is a member of the Action Wednesdays Against War collective in New York City. He can be reached at  
tonyalessandrini@yahoo.com. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14522  SOURCE: Counterpunch

Guantanamo and Medical Ethics

JURIST Special Guest Columnist and British human and medical rights activist Dr. David Nicholl, a 

neurologist at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham, says that the recent hunger strike and now 

suicides by prisoners held by the US at Guantanamo Bay highlight the need to accord the detainees 

not just due legal process, but also ethical medical treatment...

The ongoing detention without trial of over 400 individuals in the US base at 

Guantanamo Bay has rightly been decried as an ongoing human rights scandal by everyone from 

Amnesty International to the Vatican. The recent hunger strike and now the suicides of three 

prisoners have however raised the issue of the medical treatment of the Guantanamo detainees.

Recently I and over 250 other physicians [PDF] from the UK, Australia, Italy and the United States 

published a letter [PDF] in the British medical journal The Lancet criticising the use of forcefeeding 

and restraints at Guantanamo as a breach of medical ethics. We reiterated that the World Medical 

Association specifically prohibits forcefeeding in the Declarations of Tokyo and Malta, to which the 

American Medical Association is a signatory and that the doctors responsible should be held to 

account by their regulatory bodies. Dr. Duane Cady, chair of the AMA, confirmed that the AMA 
upholds the Declaration of Tokyo. To date, however the AMA and the Medical Boards for Georgia and 
California have refused to take any action against the doctors involved, even though some are AMA 

members.

Given this background, it would be prudent to give some background to the WMA, the Declaration of 
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Tokyo and a brief history of the treatment of hunger strikers. The World Medical Association was set up 

in 1947 after the atrocities performed by Nazi doctors to promote the highest standards of medical 

ethics and care by physicians at all times. The WMA now consists of over 80 national medical 

associations, including the AMA and the British Medical Association (BMA). 

Until the 1970s, it had been British policy to forcefeed prisoners who went on hunger strike as a life 

saving manoeuvre - perhaps the most famous examples of this were the Suffragettes in the early 

1900s who were campaigning for the right of women to vote. This policy changed after the death in 

custody of an IRA prisoner, Michael Gaughan, in 1974. Mr Gaughan died as a consequence of an 

aspiration pneumonia during forcefeeding. This caused widespread uproar both within and outside of 

Ireland. In view of this case and other aspects in relation to the torture and treatment of prisoners 

held in custody in Northern Ireland, the BMA and the Irish Medical Association developed the 

guidelines which ultimately formed the basis of the Declaration of Tokyo. This was adopted 

unanimously in 1975, and in over 30 years, despite some extremely difficult circumstances (eg the 

Irish hunger strikes of 1980-81), there have been no calls to change the Declaration of Tokyo. Why is it 

that this document has stood the test of time? Essentially, this boils down to the principle that a 

doctor’s first principle is to respect the right of any patient, even a prisoner, to refuse medical 

treatment if they are mentally competent. This latter point is crucial as clearly a patient who is 

mentally ill is not competent to make a decision regarding refusal of medical treatment. One 

example of this is the infamous Moors murderer Ian Brady. There is no doubt that Mr Brady committed 

some of the most heinous serial murders in English history for which he received 3 life sentences in 

1966. Since 1985, he was detained under the Mental Health Act in a high security psychiatric 

hospital where he has remained ever since. In October 1999, he was forcibly moved to another 

room and he went on hunger strike in protest. The doctors treating him forcefed him as they did not 

believe he was capable of making a rational decision. The doctors’ decision was upheld by judicial 

review in February 2000 as it was felt that forcefeeding was medical treatment within the meaning 

of the Mental Health Act (1983). Mr Brady has remained on hunger strike, and as a consequence has 

been forcefed ever since.

Are there ever grounds for involuntary forcefeeding a mentally competent individual and does 

forcefeeding constitute torture? Dr Hernan Reyes from the International Committee of the Red Cross makes 

this quite clear in the most comprehensive article on the medical and ethical aspects of hunger 

strikes. Dr Reyes concludes “Doctors should never be party to actual coercive feeding, with prisoners 

being tied down and intravenous drips or oesophageal tubes being forced into them. Such actions 

can be considered a form of torture, and under no circumstances should doctors participate in them, 

on the pretext of “saving the hunger striker’s life”. Heeding the informed consent of a hunger 

striker, confirmed within the trust of the doctor-patient relationship, and respecting the intrinsic 

dignity of the fasting prisoner he is treating is certainly part of the doctor’s duty in looking after the 

patient’s welfare.”

The most famous example of a doctor respecting a hunger striker’s wish is the so-called Kalk refusal. 
Dr John Kalk was a physician in South Africa involved in the treatment of anti-apartheid activists in 

the early 1980s who protested their indefinite detention without trial by going on hunger strike. The 

South African government became anxious at the political embarrassment of these prisoners dying 

so transferred them to Johannesburg Hospital. Dr Kalk refused to forcefeed the prisoners as he felt 
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this constituted torture, and refused to return the prisoners to custody as he felt that indefinite 

detention without trial was torture in terms of the effects on the prisoners’ mental health. Dr Kalk 

was interviewed about this aspect in relation to Guantanamo by the BBC [audio] after he was a co-

signatory on the recent Lancet letter.

Thus it would appear that not only is a Guantanamo a legal black-hole, but also a black-hole of 

medical ethics where doctors can justify breaching informed patient consent, on the grounds of 

following orders of a “higher military authority”. This was not a defence at Nuremberg, and should not be 

used in Guantanamo.

It is interesting to reflect on the guidelines for medical staff treating detainees from the Pentagon 
[PDF] compared to that of the UK military [PDF]. Nowhere in the Pentagon guidelines does it explicity 

state that detainees have the right to the same medical care as those of anyone else, under the 

Geneva convention and UN declarations, as well as a right to confidentiality and informed patient 

consent. In the case of hunger striking, this is not synonymous with attempted suicide as the 

Pentagon have attempted to state. Indeed as Dr Reyes commented in 1998 “It is inappropriate to assert, 

however, that hunger strikers should be placed in the same category as persons intending to 

commit suicide. This is a simplistic approach to the issue which wrongly reduces it to purely medical 

terms”.

Finally the recent descriptions of the suicides of 3 inmates at Guantanamo as “a good PR move” and “an act 

of war” by the US administration clearly shows a complete lack of insight and humanity into the 

medical aspects. It is vital that the prisoners in Guantanamo are allowed immediate, independent 

and unfettered access to outside physicians and for these results to be made public (the Red Cross 

have a long-standing practice of not speaking publicly, and it is not known if they have seen the 

forcefeeding regime). 

Outside of the medical aspects, I would concur with President Bush in his October 2005 statement 

that “Each individual is presumed innocent and entitled to due process and a fair trial” . However, I believe he 

was referring to his colleague Scooter Libby rather than the individuals being held in Guantanamo. 

No-one should be beyond either the law or appropriate ethical treatment.

Dr David Nicholl, MBChB FRCP PhD is a consultant neurologist and honorary senior lecturer at City 

Hospital Hospital & Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham and the University of Birmingham, 

England. He grew up in Belfast, Northern Ireland and has been active as a human rights activist on 
Guantanamo as a supporter of Amnesty International and Reprieve. He completed the 2005 London marathon 
dressed in an orange Gitmo suit to raise awareness of the legal issues related to detention without trial. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14521  SOURCE: Jurist.law.pitt.edu

Tarek Dergoul: Another Guantanamo Whitewash

In the Name of Allah Most Compassionate Most Merciful 
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Suicide? 

I knew them personally, so I can judge well their frame of mind. Their iman (belief in God) was very strong, there was 
high morale and it comes as a complete shock to my system when it is said to me that they could have committed 
suicide. 

I was with them for a long period of time, and it never even came into our mind the thought of committing suicide. 
We were always far too busy constructing some form of hunger strike or non-cooperation strike, to even register the 
thought of suicide. It is quite simply ridiculous. When we were not in isolation for our continued protests we were in 
the regular blocks planning our next move. 

We were always on level 4 which consisted of a mat and a blanket only. We did not have toilet paper; let alone a pen 
and paper to write a suicide note! As for the world’s experience of the Bush administration, its lies and propaganda 
and my personal experiences at Guantanamo alongside these men, I am very dubious of the reasons given of the 
deaths of these men. 

The very thought of three suicides in one go, so-called suicides in one go; it brings about suspicion that there was foul 
play definitely involved. This was the only way the Americans could cover up the reality, by claiming that it was 
suicide. 

Consider again that these men, they have been on hunger strike for months and months on end and as a result they 
were extremely fragile and weak. When you then also think about the ERF, and being attacked by the ERF team which 
consists of five guards who are dressed in full riot gear with the plastic shields, pepper spray and dogs, then the rests 
the high risk of being hurt once the attack begins. 

I, myself, was hurt by the ERF team and was knocked unconscious. They smash your head on the floor, they poke 
their fingers in your eyes, in your ears and then place you in a headlock, arm lock and your beard is shaved. So if 
they do all of this while you are on hunger strike, then that can result in disastrous consequences. 

My analysis of the situation is that this time the ERF team went too far and they either died accidentally, or 
intentionally killed them, this is the only reasonable explanation. 

Cover-Up 

With regard to the possibility of this having taken place in isolation, then this action was done in Camp I, and in Camp 
I there is only one isolation block, that being India. This isolation block consists of 24 cells, and it is made up in such a 
way that it is impossible to hang anything, let alone even the wildest of thoughts that you could hang yourself. You 
could probably just about thread a piece of string through the mesh. So in terms of the isolation block in Camp I, it is 
impossible for them to have hung themselves there. 

If you are talking about the regular blocks, I have actually witnessed people hanging myself. When you see a person 
hanging, then everyone begins to scream and shout and bang on the metal to call for assistance. Basically, the other 
inmates will always raise an alarm, the guards come rushing, they open the door and they let the guy down. Whoever 
it is, they will never be hanging for longer than 30 or 40 seconds. For the hanging to go unnoticed, then that is 
impossible, let alone to be possible for three of them. 

These guys, they were not the kind of people to commit suicide. They came from wealthy backgrounds; one of them 
was due to be released. Yasser al-Zahrani, he was a person who had memorised the entire Qur’an. He had 
participated in all the hunger strikes and non-cooperation strikes; he had so much determination, will-power and 
morale that it is ridiculous to think he could have taken his own life. 

My Companions 

I cannot actually remember the first time I met them, but we spent a lot of time with one another. The reason for this 
was that there were always a certain number of people who were on punishment due to the protests that were 
organised. As I mentioned before the non-cooperation strikes which would include not speaking in interrogation and 
also not standing for any immoral behaviour (such as being sexually harassed or watching the Qur’an being 
desecrated) would result in punishment. 

We were always on the forefront of the protests, and the two Saudi guys, Yasser al-Zahrani and Manei al-Otaibi would 
be the first amongst all others to stand up for our rights and the rights of others. 
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Yasser al-Zahrani was a beautiful brother; he was 5’8’’, had long hair (before it was shaved off), was softly spoken 
and had a very nice voice. He used to sing nasheeds for us (Islamic songs) and all the brothers loved him as he was 
always optimistic. He would sing morale boosting nasheeds for the other detainees nearby to him. He was very well 
known to everyone in the camp. 

He ended up doing a lot of time in isolation simply due to the fact that he would never allow for an injustice to take 
place before him without being defiant for the sake of our rights. I am sure that as more time passes and more people 
are released and asked about this situation, the truth will avail, and the world will understand that he was a nice guy 
and that he could never have committed suicide. 

As for Manei, he was also another beautiful brother. He had a slim build and was extremely funny. He used to recite 
poetry, in fact this was the thing he was best known for and he also used to sing nasheeds for us. He was beautifully 
funny guy, and he was always on the forefront of trying to get our rights. 

I stayed beside Manei for three weeks inside the regular blocks, and that is when he told me about his wealthy family 
and his previous life and how he used to get up to no good as people do when they are young. It was also during 
those three weeks that he taught me tajweed (the science of reciting the Qur’an correctly). By the end of that time we 
had shared with one another our inner most thoughts. 

I consider it an insult and I am sure that family find it equally offensive, to suggest that he would stoop to the level of 
taking his own life. 

Demonisation 

Thankfully, a lot of respectable people in the media have played certain comments down, especially in light of the 
whole world asking for Guantanamo Bay to be shut down. For them to come up with a statement suggesting that they 
were ‘creative’ or that this was a form of ‘asymmetric warfare’ is horrendous, it is not even logical. The guys were in 
cages, they were desperate, they had been tortured, he still had everything to live for, so why would he go and do 
such a thing? 

Hunger strikes and non-cooperation strikes were the PR stunts (if that is how they want to refer to them) but to 
commit suicide - that is impossible. This Commander, I’m sure he doesn’t live in Guantanamo. I would be surprised if 
he has spent even any significant time in the camps. 

The whole thing is a cover up, they are lost for words and so they are saying it is a PR stunt. 

Tarek Dergoul 

13-06-06 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14511  Cageprisoners.com

Former Guantanamo Britons: Statement on the Deaths in Guantánamo Bay

In the Name of Allah Most Compassionate Most Merciful 

It is with great sorrow and anger that we have received news of the deaths of three Muslim men detained for over 
four years in Guantánamo Bay. Our first words are condolences from the Qur’an, “Verily, we came from Allah and to 
Him we shall return”, with which we reach out to the families of the deceased. Manei al-Otaibi, Yasser al-Zahrani 
(Saudi Arabia) and Ali Abdullah Ahmed Al Salami (Yemen) were victims of a system we all know painfully too well – a 
system that has led to their deaths. 

Some of us know what it’s like to see our own children for the very first time, after years spent in a cell the size of a 
small toilet; or to see our fathers, mothers and wives after being made to believe that we would never see them 
again. Sadly, that threat is now a reality for these three men and their families – at least in this life. Just like all of us, 
these men were sons, brothers, husbands and kin to people who waited in agony for years hoping for news of their 
loved ones. And this is how they receive it. 
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One of the tools used by US interrogators – a fact now accepted by several former US personnel who served in 
Guantánamo – was to remove all notions of hope. We were not only made to believe that we would never see our 
families again, but also, that we would remain in custody for decades, without charge or trial. Some of us were even 
threatened with execution. We were constantly told the US administration’s policy toward detainees, which has not 
changed to date, was that we had “no rights”. Toilet paper, soap, toothbrushes, bed sheets, reading and writing 
materials, 15 minutes of ‘recreation’ twice weekly in an area three times the size of our cells, showers and changes of 
clothing were all considered privileges which could be, and were, removed at the whims of guarding Military Police 
(MP) units. 

In Guantánamo we witnessed numerous suicide attempts; we know that hundreds of prisoners were regularly on 
hunger strike in protest against arbitrary, long-term incarceration and ill treatment, because we were among them. 
We know that prisoners were force-fed and forcibly injected with unknown chemicals in order to keep them alive. We 
were told that the US really ‘didn’t give a damn’ about the detainees, but they [detainees] had to remain alive to ‘feel 
the punishment for their crimes’ despite having no charges, no trials and no recourse to justice. 

All of us had been physically and sexually degraded, beaten, forcibly stripped and shaved, and then abandoned for up 
to three years by our government. Some of us were placed in isolation cells for years – with no natural light. We all 
contemplated suicide at some point (some of us were even shown innovative methods of killing ourselves, as 
suggested by US military psychiatrists). As days turned into weeks, months and years – without a foreseeable end, 
thoughts of never wanting to wake up, after falling asleep, often came. As a result, severe depression was something 
none of us were immune from. But our will to survive prevailed. Our hope against hope was that we lived to tell our 
story to the world one day. 

We only have the US military’s word for it that the three men in fact did commit suicide, and it is difficult to imagine a 
scenario where US authorities would ever allow an independent and timely inquiry into the deaths, or even release the 
‘suicide notes’ they claim were left. After all, US guards in other military detention facilities have been found 
responsible for killing detainees – almost four years after the fact. 

The prisoners in Guantánamo knew Manei al-Otaibi as someone who recited the Qur’an and poetry with a beautiful 
voice. He was of high moral character and was loved and respected amongst the prisoners, as was Yasser. They both 
came from wealthy backgrounds and had everything to live for. 

They were often involved in protests and hunger strikes, which meant that they were always given ‘level four’ 
statuses. That means the only items they would be allowed in the cell were a mat, and a blanket (only at night). They 
didn’t have toilet paper, let alone bed sheets that could be easily constructed into a noose, or even a pen and paper 
with which to write a suicide note. After being on hunger strikes for months on end there is little doubt these men 
would also have been very weak. To end the hunger strike Extreme Reaction Force (ERF) teams were usually sent in 
to forcibly enter the cell and remove prisoners to the hospital, where the medical staff would then force feed them. 
That means soldiers, in helmets and full body armour, carrying shields, would charge down the block and enter the 
cell. Just before entry, the prisoners would be dowsed with pepper spray in the face, causing them to cover their eyes 
and mouths, often before vomiting. The prisoners were often smashed down against the floor under the full crushing 
body weight of five US Military Policemen. Some of us had our heads hit against the ground or put in the toilet; 
fingers were poked in our ears and eyes; we would be put in headlocks, arm locks, jumped on and kneed in the back 
whilst all the other detainees listened to the screams and shouts and fearfully awaited their own turn. Some of us 
were even rendered unconscious by this method. These actions were filmed by a 6th guard and watched by the guard 
commander. The same procedure would be repeated for each detainee who ‘failed to comply’. It is not difficult to 
envisage unintended deaths ensuing from this process, since we feared for our own lives when it happened to us. It is 
harder to imagine three simultaneous suicides. 

It has been reported that the three men died in Camp 1 (Delta). We know that the only isolation block in Camp 1 is 
‘India’, where there are no places to attach or tie anything, since the cells are made of sheet steel welded together. In 
our experience, suicide attempts in this camp could only be, and were, made in the main cellblocks, where the cells 
were constructed of meshed steel, through which sheets could be threaded. Those of us who ever witnessed a 
prisoner attempting suicide always raised the alarm instantaneously by screaming and banging on our cells. The 
guards, who were always patrolling the blocks or were close by, would respond immediately to take down the 
prisoner. Many questions about the official story remain unanswered. 

In our experience, the official US response from Guantánamo to the deaths is not surprising: they call it a ‘Public 
Relations stunt’ and a method of ‘asymmetrical warfare’. We, who have suffered the misery and hopelessness of 
Guantánamo and understand what it is which can drive a perfectly rational man to take his own life, know otherwise. 
The Americans were always dreading the possibility of the death of a prisoner in Guantánamo precisely because of 
Public Relations and world opinion. In sharp contrast, the US administration has had no qualms about detainee deaths 
in places like the Bagram detention facility it operates in Afghanistan – where many detainees were initially held. The 
media has had very little access to Bagram, where, not surprisingly, world opinion remains muted. They have always 
known that the rest of the world – allies included – feels at best uncomfortable with Guantánamo, while the chorus of 
powerful voices unequivocally calling for the closure of the US base grows daily. The pathetic response offered by the 
US military commander at Guantánamo Bay is symptomatic of the paranoid and ludicrous nature that now shapes the 
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disastrous ‘war on terror’. The fact is that the US began losing its own asymmetrical PR war on the very day pictures 
of Camp X-Ray were circulated by the world’s media. We hope that this episode produces the final nail in the coffin of 
Guantánamo Bay, that the detainees are safely returned to their families, and that this darkest of chapters in modern 
US history is finally closed. 

Feroz Abbassi, Rhuhel Ahmed, Moazzam Begg, Richard Belmar, Tarek Dergoul, Jamal al-Harith, Asif Iqbal, 
Martin Mubanga and Shafiq Rasul. 

British citizens formerly held at Guantánamo Bay 

13-06-06 
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June 15, 2006

Bush Faces Dilemma Over Demands To Close Guantanamo Bay

BY JONATHAN S. LANDAY AND MARISA TAYLOR
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON - President Bush reiterated Wednesday that he'd like to close the prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, but 
his administration is facing an awkward political and legal quandary over what to do with the estimated 460 detainees 
being held there.

Anger over the administration's detention policies, coupled with allegations of prisoner abuse, the force-feeding of 
hunger strikers and riots at the facility, have caused even some close allies to demand its closure and hobbled the 
administration's ability to promote democracy and human rights overseas.

Saturday's suicides of three inmates further sullied the United States' image and provoked new calls for shuttering the 
prison, a demand that Bush will hear again next week from his European counterparts at a summit in Vienna, Austria.

Some legal experts say the administration created its detainee dilemma by deciding after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks that when it came to suspected al-Qaida and Taliban militants, America no longer had to abide by its own 
constitutional guarantees of a public trial or by international treaties on human rights and the laws of war.

"They were too clever by half," said Ret. Adm. John Hutson, a former Navy judge advocate general who's the dean of 
the Franklin Pierce Law Center in Concord, N.H. "They thought they could take people and put them in Guantanamo, 
which the U.S. does not own, and they would be beyond the reach of the law and they could do whatever they wanted 
with them and no one would care."

More than four years after the prison opened, only 10 suspected Islamic militants face charges before military 
tribunals, whose legality may be determined within days by the U.S. Supreme Court. But even if they're found to be 
legal, international legal and human rights experts already have denounced the tribunals as illegitimate.

Approximately 330 other so-called "enemy combatants" linger at the U.S. naval base in Cuba, not charged with any 
crimes but facing indefinite detention without trial, which the U.N. Human Rights Commission considers a violation of 
international law.

The Pentagon has found the remaining roughly 120 detainees eligible for transfer or release under a policy aimed at 
reducing the prison's population to only the most dangerous suspected terrorists.
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But these detainees' futures are tied up in complex negotiations by the State Department, the Pentagon and their own 
governments that began at least two years ago.

U.S. officials are concerned that some detainees would take up arms again if they were released, as have about 30 of 
some 290 prisoners previously freed.

Before they can be turned over, agreements must be reached on safeguards - such as surveillance, travel bans or 
incarceration - to be taken by detainees' governments to reduce any threat they might pose.

"We don't want to return them to a country and have them back involved in terrorist activities," said a State 
Department official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the diplomacy. "We need to 
have a level of assurance on the security matters that is substantial."

But some countries have resisted requests to re-incarcerate prisoners because there's no clear evidence that they've 
broken any laws.

"We don't have many other countries in the world who are stepping up to say this is a problem for the international 
community. The United States should not have to shoulder this burden alone," John Bellinger, the State Department's 
top legal officer, complained last month.

In other cases, the United States has to find countries willing to accept foreign prisoners because of concerns that 
their own governments might torture them. For instance, five ethnic Uighurs from western China waited nine months 
after their release was approved before U.S. officials could convince Albania to accept them.

"It's a little bit of a Catch 22, but we are working through this," Bush said at a news conference on Wednesday at 
which he repeated his desire "to close Guantanamo."

There are other problems. Some countries aren't equipped to hold dangerous detainees. Afghanistan agreed last year 
to accept all 96 Afghans held at Guantanamo, but won't complete a new maximum-security cellblock until at least 
December.

Bush acknowledged that the prison has hurt the U.S. image abroad.

"My answer . . . is that we are a nation of laws," he said, maintaining that those held at Guantanamo were "picked up 
off the battlefield" and are "darn dangerous."

Gitanjali Gutierrez, an attorney with the non-profit Center for Constitutional Rights, which is representing 200 
detainees, disputed Bush's contention, saying, "The majority of men in Guantanamo Bay have not committed a crime. 
There is no basis for detaining them."

Some U.S. lawmakers and European leaders, the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, human rights groups and legal 
experts all have disputed Bush's authority to maintain the prison, and the Supreme Court has ruled that detainees 
may challenge their detentions in U.S. courts.

U.S. public opinion is split over Guantanamo, according to a poll conducted in March by the Pew Research Center for 
the People and the Press.

The Supreme Court is due before the end of the month to decide the case of Salim Ahmed Hamdan, Osama bin 
Laden's former driver in Afghanistan and one of the 10 detainees facing trials before military tribunals.

Hamdan's lawyers said the prisoners should be freed or tried in federal or regular military courts because the 
tribunals, as designed by the Pentagon, disregard accepted legal standards by ignoring rules of evidence and 
permitting secret proceedings.

The administration has argued that the Supreme Court has no authority to hear the case because Congress passed a 
2005 law that stripped the detainees of their right to challenge their detentions before U.S. courts.

Even if the administration prevails in the Hamdan case, some U.S. officials and legal experts said it could have a hard 
time proving its cases because much of evidence against the 10 is weak or gathered through questionable means.

"Whatever the Supreme Court decides, I believe a significant number of these men will be released either because the 
U.S. government will not have the ability to move forward before the tribunals or the government will realize it can't 
make the cases against these men," said Jeffrey D. Colman, a Chicago attorney whose firm, Jenner & Block, 
represents nine detainees.
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On May 19, three of his clients were released to Saudi authorities with no explanation. Through family members, 
they've reported being treated better in Saudi custody than they were at Guantanamo, Colman said.

"They get to visit their families, they get to speak with people in their own language and the conditions are better," he 
said. "As its stands, they would much rather be in custody in Saudi Arabia than at Guantanamo."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14579  SOURCE: Mercurynews.com

     

Afghans Declare Gitmo Conditions 'Humane'

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) - An Afghan delegation returning from a 10-day visit to the U.S. detention center at 
Guantanamo Bay said Wednesday that prison conditions there were ``humane.'' 

The head of the delegation, Abdul Jabar Sabhet of the Interior Ministry, said the delegation was given the chance to 
speak freely with all 96 Afghan prisoners about their living conditions. Sabhet said there were ``only one or two'' 
complaints. 

``Conditions of the jail was humane. There were rumors in this country about that. It was wrong. What we have seen 
was OK,'' he said. 

Sabhet's assessment comes five days after the suicides of three detainees at the Guantanamo Bay prison in Cuba. 

He said there are plans to return some of the Afghan prisoners to Afghanistan soon though he didn't have an exact 
date. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14577  SOURCE: The Guardian

Kuwaiti Detainee’s Family Rejects Bush Defence of Gitmo

WASHINGTON: The Kuwaiti father of a Guantanamo prisoner has rejected President George Bush’s defence of the US 
continuing to maintain the controversial detention facility.

In response to the president’s comments on Wednesday morning at his press conference, Khalid Al-Odah, father of 
Guantanamo detainee Fawzi Al-Odah and head of the Kuwaiti Family Committee, said in a statement released through 
his Washington lawyers, “Once again, President Bush has stated his intentions to eventually close Guantanamo, but 
how many more deaths and years of injustice will it take before the US ends this violation of human rights and US law 
and either formally charge the detainees with crimes or set them free? 

The anguish is endless for families who have been kept in the dark for more than four years while their husbands, 
sons and brothers suffer in secret at Guantanamo. 

The United States is responsible for the hopelessness of Guantanamo and the deaths of these young men. If the Bush 
administration truly wants to close Guantanamo, they should first work to establish a fair court process to separate 
the guilty from the innocent.”

The lead lawyer for the Kuwaiti Family Committee, Tim Wilner, said in a comment on the president’s defence of the 
detention facility, “It’s ludicrous and shameful for the Bush administration to suggest that the prisoners committed 
suicide as some means of ‘asymmetrical warfare’. Those young men felt hopeless, after having spent more than four 
years in a prison camp without their legal rights and without knowing if they would ever have a chance of being tried 
for a crime. The Bush administration has stooped to a new low by suggesting the detainees committed suicide as a 
blow against anyone. 

The human tragedy and the denial of US and international human rights in Guantanamo has to stop. The solution is 
not the closing of the Guantanamo prison. Once it is closed, the administration might feel it has the option of 
warehousing these young men in one of the secret CIA prisons the news media have been writing about. The solution 
is to give these young men their legal right to have charges brought against them. The solution is to give these 
prisoners a trial or to set them free.” khalid hasan
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http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14576  SOURCE: Daily Times

Albanian Gitmo 5 Seek Asylum Elsewhere

TIRANA, Albania-Lawyers for five Chinese Muslims released from the U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay have asked 
Albania to suspend asylum procedures, saying their clients are hoping to find another host country where it would be 
easier for them to integrate, an official said Wednesday. 

Lawyers said the five Muslim, members of China's Uighur ethnic minority, are afraid to venture out of a refugee 
shelter in Tirana's suburbs, and worry they would not be able to earn a living in one of Europe's poorest countries. 

"They believe the Uighurs have no future here; they can't earn a living because there is no Uighur community" that 
could help them to integrate, said Argita Totozani, head of the ministry's refugee department. 

In handling the asylum case, the ministry has had difficulty finding an interpreter and setting a hearing, she said. 

"I have been informally asked through an e-mail from the U.S. lawyers of the five Uighurs to slow down or suspend 
the asylum procedure until they find another country to take them," she said. 

The Foreign Ministry denied reports that they may remove the Uighurs from the camp. The ministry said it was still 
processing their request for asylum. 

"The five Uighurs are welcome in Albania and it (government) has clarified its stand with the government of the 
People's Republic of China," the ministry said in a statement. 

Prime Minister Sali Berisha told a visiting Chinese delegation last week that his country had accepted the five Muslims 
for humanitarian reasons after they were released from Guantanamo last month. 

U.S. forces detained the five Uighurs during the invasion of Afghanistan after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 

U.S. authorities say they pose no terrorist threat to the U.S. but might face persecution if returned to China. 

China has demanded the five be returned, saying they are suspected of having links to the East Turkestan Islamic 
Movement, which it accuses of waging a violent separatist campaign in China's northwestern Muslim region of 
Xinjiang, and of being close to Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida terror network. 

Albania has said U.S. officials assured them the men had no terror links, and urged China to present evidence for its 
suspicions. 

Journalists have not been allowed access to the five refugees, who are being housed at a refugee center in the 
suburbs of Tirana. 

China and Albania have been allies since 1961, when the tiny Balkan country broke ties with the Soviet Union.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14575  SOURCE: Serbianna.com

 

US Denies Britain Consular Access To Hicks

By Stephanie Kennedy in London and Reuters

The United States has denied the British Government consular access to David Hicks at Guantanamo Bay.

The British Government was seeking access so they could register him as a British citizen.

Last year, Hicks won a British High Court ruling that he was entitled to become a UK citizen because his mother was 
born in England. 
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Hicks's legal team returned to the High Court yesterday in a bid to enforce the decision and register him as a British 
citizen immediately.

The legal team representing Hicks complained the process of registering him as a citizen had been delayed. 

The court was told that the British Government had tried to gain access to Hicks to deliver the oath needed before he 
can register for citizenship. 

The US has blocked those attempts because he is not a British citizen. 

Britain has already won the freedom of all nine of its nationals held at the US detention camp.

The court was given an assurance from the British Government that the matter would be presented to Foreign 
Secretary Margaret Beckett tomorrow and that she will consider "whether and, if so, what representations should be 
made to the US Government".

Lawyers told the court that the British Government accepts that it is dealing with the case of someone entitled to be 
registered as a British citizen.

Hicks, originally from Adelaide, has been held at Guantanamo Bay since 2002.

The 30-year-old convert to Islam was captured in Afghanistan where he allegedly fought alongside the ruling Taliban 
against US-led forces who invaded after the terrorist attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001.

He faces charges of conspiracy, attempted murder by an unprivileged belligerent and aiding the enemy. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14574  SOURCE: ABC/Reuters

UN Experts Urge Guantanamo Closure After Suicides

Geneva.– Five United Nations human rights experts on Wednesday urged the closure of the U.S. military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay after last week's suicides there that they said were predictable given the harsh conditions.

The experts, who have repeatedly asked for the detention facility in Cuba to be shut, said the simultaneous suicides of 
three inmates on June 10 heightened concerns about the mental health of the camp's approximately 460 detainees.

In a statement released in Geneva, the group said the three deaths were "to a certain extent foreseeable in light of 
the harsh and prolonged conditions of their detention and reinforces the need for the urgent closure of the detention 
center."

The two Saudis and one Yemeni who hung themselves with clothes and bedsheets were the first prisoners to die at 
Guantanamo since the United States began holding terrorism suspects at the base in 2002.

Facing indefinite detention, with none of the rights afforded formal prisoners of war or criminal suspects in the U.S. 
justice system, dozens of the detainees have undertaken hunger strikes and attempted suicide.

The five envoys are: Leila Zerrougui, who reports on arbitrary detention, fellow Algerian Leandro Despouy, who covers 
the independence of judges, torture rapporteur Manfred Nowak of Austria, Pakistan's Asma Jahangir, who focuses on 
religious freedom and New Zealand's Paul Hunt, rapporteur for health. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14572  SOURCE: DomicanToday.com
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Italy Urges U.S. To Shut Guantanamo

(ANSA) - Rome, June 14 - Italian Foreign Minister Massimo D'Alema on Wednesday urged the United States to close 
Guantanamo Bay prison, where some 460 suspected Taleban and al Qaeda terrorists are being held .

Alluding to reports of abuse and torture of detainees at the US naval base in Cuba, D'Alema said Italy, along with the 
European Union, wanted the jail closed as soon as possible .

"Europe wants the struggle against terrorism to safeguard human rights and to be conducted with respect for 
international law," D'Alema said in an address to parliamentary foreign affairs committees .

The jail for foreign terrorism suspects has been the subject of international controversy since it opened in January 
2002. United Nations observers among others have called for its closure .

D'Alema's call came shortly before US President George W Bush said at a press conference in Washington that he 
would not close Guantanamo for the time being, even though he wanted to .

Bush said he would wait for an imminent ruling by Supreme Court judges on the prison before deciding what to do. He 
admitted that the continued existence of the detention facility sent out a bad "signal" but noted also that it could not 
be closed without a clear plan of what to do with its "dangerous" inmates .

Bush stressed that eventually all the prisoners would be given a trial .

Many of the inmates at Guantanamo have been there since being detained in Afghanistan four years ago during the 
first phase of the 'war on terror' .

In addition to the reports of torture and maltreatment, conditions inside the jail are said by critics to be below 
international standards. Five U.N. observers produced a damning report in February .

On Sunday US authorities said three inmates had committed suicide by hanging themselves with clothing and 
bedsheets .

They were the first reported deaths at the detention centre for suspected terrorists. There have been 34 suicide 
attempts since January 2002 .

US officials said the suicides were not acts of desperation but a planned action designed as a form of "assymetrical 
warfare" against the United States .

D'Alema's address to parliament came ahead of his scheduled visit to the United States on Friday, when he is 
scheduled to meet US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. He is expected to raise the Guantanamo issue .

Among the other questions to be discussed in Washington is the withdrawal of Italy's troops from Iraq, an operation 
which the government has said will be completed by the end of the year. Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, the 
foreign minister said he saw little problem in negotiating the Italian withdrawal with Washington. Premier Romano 
Prodi said in Brussels on Tuesday that Italy would ensure it did not "irritate" the US with its withdrawal plans .

D'Alema said he would raise with Rice the question of Nicola Calipari, an Italian secret agent who was accidentally 
shot dead by US soldiers in Iraq. American authorities said last month that they will not give Italy the names of the 
US soldiers manning the Baghdad roadblock where 'friendly fire' killed Calipari. "We would have expected more 
collaboration from the US on this question," he said .

A joint commission of enquiry eventually produced two separate reports after the American and Italian members failed 
to agree on the dynamics of the incident . 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14570  SOURCE: Ansa.it

Lawyers For Guantanamo Detainees Decry Expulsion of Journalists

BY LESLEY CLARK AND SCOTT DODD
Knight Ridder Newspapers
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WASHINGTON - A Pentagon decision to expel three newspaper reporters and a photographer from the Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, detention center for suspected terrorists came under fire Wednesday from attorneys for the detainees, 
who accused the Bush administration of "pulling down a wall of secrecy and avoiding public accountability."

The denunciation came as the journalists, who had arrived in Guantanamo on Saturday after the suicides of three 
detainees, returned to the United States aboard a military flight.

The Pentagon defended its decision, saying the journalists had been allowed to stay for days even though the event 
they'd been authorized to cover - military hearings against some of the detainees - had been canceled because of the 
suicides.

Pentagon spokesman Lt. Cmdr J.D. Gordon said the decision to expel the journalists came after other reporters 
complained that the four on the island were being given special treatment.

"We had vociferous protests from a variety of other media," he said. He said two reporters, whom he declined to 
name, threatened lawsuits unless they were given access to Guantanamo. "They insisted they fly in or the others 
come out," he said.

The four expelled journalists are Carol Rosenberg of The Miami Herald, Michael Gordon and Todd Sumlin of The 
Charlotte Observer, and Carol Williams of the Los Angeles Times. The Herald and The Observer are both owned by 
Knight Ridder.

Editors at the newspapers protested the expulsions.

"My belief is that it's in the best interest of the Department of Defense to allow independent news reporting, and I 
made that argument to them last night in asking that Carol stay, but they were obviously not persuaded," Herald 
Executive Editor Tom Fiedler said. "This is a story that has drawn international attention, and it's important that the 
information that is coming from Guantanamo be delivered by the independent news media and not by the Pentagon."

Rosenberg, who has covered the island prison since it opened in January 2002, said she was invited by Navy Rear 
Adm. Harry Harris Jr., who oversees the prison complex, to report on the aftermath of the suicides. She arrived 
Saturday night on a flight from Miami.

Gordon and Sumlin were at the base to research and take photos for a profile of Col. Mike Bumgarner, who oversees 
the complex's guards. Bumgarner is from the Charlotte, N.C., area.

Gordon said he'd been told he could stay a week to research the profile, but when the suicides happened, he switched 
to reporting that story.

In one story, published Tuesday, Gordon quoted Bumgarner as telling his staff that the suicides had destroyed what 
little trust existed between the jail guards and the prisoners.

Pentagon spokesman Gordon rejected suggestions that the content of the reporters' dispatches had anything to do 
with their expulsions. He said that a visit by some reporters that's scheduled to begin Monday would go on as 
scheduled.

The Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents 200 detainees at the camp and has called for outside 
investigations of treatment at the camp, decried the move.

"This crackdown on the free press makes everyone ask what else they are hiding down there," said center attorney 
Gitanjali Gutierrez.

Hours after the reporters were removed from the Navy base, Army Maj. Tom Fleener, a defense attorney for one of 
the detainees, asked that his client's trial be moved from the remote base to a location where news coverage could be 
assured.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14569  SOURCE: Centre Daily Times
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UK To Consider Helping Australian at Guantanamo

LONDON (Reuters) - The British government promised a judge on Wednesday it would consider this week whether to 
ask Washington to free an Australian prisoner in Guantanamo Bay who won the right to claim British citizenship.

David Hicks, an Australian convert to Islam who was captured in Afghanistan, won the right to claim citizenship in the 
High Court in December because his mother was born in Britain.

Britain has already secured the release of all nine British citizens who were held at the U.S. prison camp in Cuba. It 
says it does not believe U.S. plans for military trials of detainees would be fair.

But Hicks's native Australia, which has been more supportive of the United States over Guantanamo, has refused to 
ask Washington to free him.

His lawyers sought British citizenship for him in the hope they could force London to intercede on his behalf. The High 
Court has ruled that he should receive whatever assistance the government would give to any other British citizen, 
but so far London has yet to take any action.

Hicks's lawyers took the government to court on Wednesday, arguing that the Foreign Office had been too slow to act.

A Foreign Office spokesman said the government's lawyer had told Judge Andrew Collins that Foreign Secretary 
Margaret Beckett would be presented with the case this week to consider what help, if any, to give Hicks.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14567  SOURCE: Reuters

US To Take Hicks' UK Citizenship Oath

The lawyer for Guantanamo Bay inmate David Hicks says officials from the United States will be able to administer an 
oath of allegiance to the 30-year-old, which will allow him to be sworn in as a British citizen.

Last year the High Court in London ruled that Hicks was entitled to become a British citizen. 

However, Hicks' legal team has complained that the US has denied the British Government consular access to him 
because he is not yet a UK citizen.

But David McLeod says the legal team has now been told that American officials will be able to take an oath of 
allegiance from Hicks.

"The US finally relented on the 6th of June, only a few days ago, indicating that while it would not permit a UK official 
to come down to Guantanamo it would nevertheless consider having a US official administer the oath," he said.

"The UK responded to a formal letter from the US, which it received on the 6th.

"[The UK] responded on the 7th saying 'Okay basically nominate somebody to do it, tell us when you are going to do 
it and we'll send you down the kit'."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14566  SOURCE: ABC.net.au

Defense Seeks to Move Gitmo Trials to U.S.

By BEN FOX, Associated Press Writer

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- A military defense lawyer asked the Pentagon on Wednesday to move the trial for an alleged 
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bodyguard of Osama bin Laden to the U.S., saying difficult access for witnesses and the media make it impossible to 
hold it fairly at Guantanamo Bay. 

The announcement came as the Pentagon expelled two reporters from Guantanamo Bay while trying to cover an 
investigation into the suicides of three men at the prison. 

Army Maj. Tom Fleener suggested the trial for Ali Hamza Ahmad Sulayman al-Bahlul could safely be held at Navy 
bases in the United States where there are fewer restrictions on the defense and the media. 

"They are making it difficult on purpose for the media to attend these trials and it's not right," said Fleener, who filed 
a change of venue motion with the Office of Military Commissions. 

A Pentagon spokesman, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon, said the reporters from the Miami Herald and the Los Angeles 
Times were ordered to leave because they were authorized only to cover military commission hearings, which were 
canceled because of the suicides last weekend. A third reporter from The Charlotte Observer, who was there to write a 
profile of a base official, cut his visit short after his access was restricted, Gordon said. 

At least one reporter, from the Herald, had obtained permission from officials at the base to visit Guantanamo after 
the hearings were canceled, but that was overruled in Washington, he said. 

Herald Executive Editor Tom Fiedler said in a statement: "The fact that the Pentagon declined to allow us to continue 
to stay was disappointing for us because we believe this is an important story for our readers and of interest to both 
the American public and the international community." 

The military has denied requests from other news organizations, including The Associated Press, to visit the base this 
week to cover the investigation into the suicides. 

Gordon said three European news organizations who had asked to visit the base at least two months ago would be 
allowed to tour the detention center next week. 

Access to Guantanamo is severely restricted, with visitors required to arrive either on military planes or government-
approved charters that have limited space and schedules. 

"A simple one-hour meeting with a client usually requires a four-day round trip by counsel," Fleener wrote in his 
motion. 

Because of the security and travel restrictions, it is "logistically impossible" to provide an adequate defense, said 
Fleener. 

Fleener said other defense lawyers are expected to file similar motions asking that the trials be moved from 
Guantanamo. 

The Office of Military Commissions did not immediately respond to a request to comment. 

Al-Bahlul, who has refused to cooperate with Fleener in his defense, is one of 10 Guantanamo Bay detainees charged 
with crimes and facing military tribunals. The U.S. holds about 460 men at the prison on suspicion of links to al-Qaida 
and the Taliban. 

The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule in June whether President Bush overstepped his authority in ordering the 
military tribunals -- the first by the United States since the World War II era. 

Earlier, civilian lawyers who have filed legal petitions challenging the detention of Guantanamo Bay prisoners 
complained to a judge in Washington that their meetings with clients had been canceled without warning because of 
the investigation into the suicides. 

Yiota Souras, an attorney for two men from Yemen, said she met with one of her clients on Tuesday but was told she 
could not meet with him again Wednesday, the last day of her visit. "It's incredibly difficult to get here and we had an 
interrupted visit," she said in a phone interview from Guantanamo. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14565  SOURCE: Associated Press
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Yemenis Seek International Investigation Into Alleged Gitmo Suicide

Yemen Times Staff

Yemeni and Saudi human rights organizations have requested an international investigation into circumstances 
surrounding the death of a Yemeni and two Saudi nationals who, according to U.S. authorities, reportedly committed 
suicide at the Guantánamo Bay detention center in Cuba.

These are the first suicides at Gitmo after 41 suicide attempts alleged by prison authorities. Since it opened, 
Guantánamo detention center has proven itself controversial, gaining notoriety and wide-scale international 
condemnation for violating basic prisoners’ rights.

In Yemen, human rights organization HOOD called for pressuring the United States to bear its responsibility toward 
inmates. A funeral is expected to be organized in solidarity with Yemeni victim Ali Abdullah Ahmed Al-Salmi, a native 
of Ibb province, who was detained three years ago in Pakistan. The U.S. military announced that he committed suicide 
last week.

HOOD seeks to make Al-Salmi’s funeral an occasion to request a neutral investigation and appeal to U.S. authorities 
to shut down Guantánamo detention center for good. 

Many Yemeni and Saudi human rights activists have questioned the U.S. story’s authenticity, pointing to the 
possibility that the three detainees were tortured to death or disposed of intentionally. However, they say such a fact 
can’t be revealed except via a neutral investigation.

Yemeni ruling party web site Almoatamar.net stated that the Yemeni government will issue a formal statement in 
coming days to call on U.S. authorities to investigate Al-Salmi’s purported suicide.

In Saudi Arabia, the National Human Rights Organization (NHRO) called for an emergency conference involving the 
nations of which the Guantánamo inmates are citizens. NHRO Chairman Bandar Al-Hajjar said NHRO members already 
had held an emergency meeting to discuss the Saudi nationals’ deaths. He further called for an extensive meeting of 
Saudi human rights organizations to discuss inhuman conditions and violations at Guantánamo prison.

Moreover, human rights activists and organizations across Europe called for Guantánamo to be shut down 
permanently. Amnesty International, which has launched campaigns in past years to uncover violations at Gitmo, 
called on the European Union to exert more effort to shut down the notorious prison. Amnesty also questioned the 
U.S. story regarding the suicides, requesting an international investigation into the incident 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14564  SOURCE: Yemen Times

Falconer Attacks Guantánamo

Vikram Dodd

The lord chancellor, Lord Falconer, last night denounced Guantánamo Bay as a "recruiting agent" for terrorism. In the 
most outspoken attack to date by a senior minister, he described the existence of the US base as "intolerable and 
wrong".

"Guantánamo Bay is a recruiting agent for those who would attack all our values," he said on BBC1's Question Time. 
"We live by the rule of law. What Guantánamo Bay is doing is placing people beyond the rule of law, which is 
intolerable and wrong."
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His remarks came as it emerged that the US is refusing Britain access to a man held in the prison camp so he can 
take an oath to become a British citizen. David Hicks, an Australian national, wants to become a British citizen, 
believing that will give him a better chance of being released. A high court judge last December ruled that he was 
entitled to citizenship.

Yesterday the government promised in court that the foreign secretary, Margaret Beckett, will this weekend consider 
lobbying the US for Mr Hick's release, and the US will consider allowing one of its officers to administer the oath of 
allegiance to the Queen.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14563  SOURCE: The Guardian

Bush Acknowledges Guantanamo Damages US Image, Should Be Closed

By Caren Bohan

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President George W. Bush acknowledged on Wednesday that the U.S. military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where three detainees committed suicide, has damaged the U.S. image abroad and said it 
should be shut down.

But he said a plan for relocating the prisoners was needed first and he was also awaiting a Supreme Court decision 
about the forum for handling detainee cases.

"I'd like to close Guantanamo, but I also recognize that we're holding some people there that are darn dangerous and 
that we better have a plan to deal with them in our courts," Bush told a news conference in the White House Rose 
Garden.

He said Guantanamo is seen by some countries as an example of the United States not upholding the values it 
espouses on human rights.

"No question, Guantanamo sends, you know, a signal to some of our friends -- provides an excuse, for example, to 
say, 'The United States is not upholding the values that they're trying encourage other countries to adhere to,'" Bush 
said.

Two Saudis and a Yemeni were found dead at the prison on Saturday after hanging themselves with clothes and 
bedsheets.

The suicides were the first prisoner deaths at Guantanamo, although there have been many previous suicide attempts 
and hunger strikes since the United States began sending suspected al Qaeda and Taliban captives there in 2002.

Guantanamo is one of several issues that have undermined support abroad and among human rights groups for 
Washington's war on terrorism, declared after the September 11 attacks.

The suicides came amid an investigation of U.S. Marines after an alleged massacre of two dozen civilians at Haditha, 
Iraq, in November 2005 and after the Abu Ghraib prison abuse scandal.

Bush, who spoke hours after returning from a surprise visit to Iraq, said he was asked about such cases by a member 
of the Iraqi cabinet. He promised to deal with the incidents.

"And I reminded her that ours is a transparent society where people will see and follow these investigations. And 
people will be held to account, according to our laws," Bush said.

"But I also want the people to understand, here and around the world, that 99.9 percent of our troops are honorable, 
decent people who are serving our country under difficult conditions," he added.

Nearly all the prisoners at Guantanamo are being held without charge and some have been detained for more than 
three years. The 460 foreigners in the prison were captured mainly in Afghanistan during the U.S.-led war there to 
oust the Taliban and al Qaeda after the September 11 attacks.
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The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule this month on the legitimacy of special military tribunals set up to try 
some of the prisoners for war crimes. Ten detainees face hearings before the tribunals.

Bush said the United States was also in a difficult position in some cases in which it wants to send prisoners back to 
their home countries since such moves have been criticized.

"Of course, sometimes we get criticized for sending some people out of Guantanamo back to their home country 
because of the nature of the home countries -- a little bit of a Catch-22," Bush said.

He added that a lot of detainees have been sent back already.

According to the Pentagon, 287 detainees have left Guantanamo. That includes 192 who have been released and 95 
who were transferred to the custody of other governments.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14562  SOURCE: Reuters

Afghans Call for Release of 47 From Guantánamo

By CARLOTTA GALL

KABUL, Afghanistan, June 14 — An Afghan government delegation to Guantánamo Bay said today that about half of 
the 94 Afghans still being held there were not guilty of serious crimes and should be released. 

The remainder, including several high-level members of the former Taliban government, should be tried in Afghan 
courts, said the leader of the delegation, Abdul Jabar Sabit, a legal adviser to the Interior Ministry.

"The delegation concluded that some of the detainees should not stay longer in prison on the basis of the allegations 
against them and they must be returned to their country," Mr. Sabit, a former prosecutor, said at a news briefing. 
"We want to assure our people that the detainees will return to the country." 

The officials said the Afghan detainees were not being held in bad conditions, and during private interviews, without 
the presence of American guards or officials, only one or two detainees had complaints. "The conditions were 
humane," Mr. Sabit said.

The nine-member delegation, consisting of representatives of the Interior, Defense and Justice ministries and National 
Security officials, made a 10-day visit to Guantánamo at the end of May to interview the Afghan detainees, establish 
whether they really were Afghan and work on plans for their return home. 

President Hamid Karzai and President Bush agreed in May 2005 that the Afghan detainees would be returned to 
Afghanistan when Afghan-run facilities could be prepared and personnel trained to handle them.

Gen. Abdul Salaam Bakhshi, chief of Kabul's main prison, said today that it would still take months to prepare for the 
return of the detainees, but that those whose crimes were not serious could be returned and released "soon." 

Mr. Sabit said the government delegation had already interviewed and drawn up a list of detainees who could be 
released immediately. The remainder, charged with more serious crimes, would be returned to face the Afghan 
judicial process. The American military is financing the refurbishment of a wing of Pul-i-Charkhi prison, the large 
Russian-built prison on the eastern side of the capital, to house some 650 detainees from Guantánamo and Bagram 
airbase, and is training prison personnel to take charge of the detainees. The prison is expected to be ready by the 
spring of 2007.

It has not yet been decided what kind of judicial process the detainees would face on their return, but under 
consideration are Afghan military tribunals or trials in civilian courts run by the National Security Directorate, which 
has jurdisdiction over terrorism and other serious crimes.

An American official in Kabul said that the detainees proposed for release could go into the peace and reconciliation 
program far sooner than next spring. Under the program, former Taliban members are allowed to return home under 
a guarantee from their community that they do not fight the government.

"The sooner we can get them back and into the reconciliation process the better," the official said, asking not to be 
named because the negotiations with the Afghan government are still taking place.
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Afghan officials have visited Guantánamo before and secured the release of a few prisoners, but this was the first 
comprehensive survey of all the Afghan detainees.

The detainees were dispersed through the five camps that make up Guantánamo, and many were in the more lenient 
camp, where they even had access to television and radio, Mr. Sabit said. Those who had broken prison rules were 
under more severe regimens. The delegation had asked for all the Afghan detainees to be placed together in one 
block, Mr. Sabit said.

The American-led coalition in Afghanistan announced that two coalition soldiers had died Tuesday as a broad offensive 
against Taliban insurgents in southern Afghanistan was beginning. Operation Mountain Thrust will involve 11,000 
troops from Canada, Britain, Holland and American troops, an American military spokesman said.

"This is not just about killing or capturing extremists," the spokesman, Col. Tom Collins, said at a news briefing in 
Kabul. "We are going to go into these areas, take out the security threat and establish conditions where government 
forces, government institutions, humanitarian organizations can move into these areas and begin the real work that 
needs to be done."

The group included 94 Afghan nationals and a Tajik and a Libyan who both had Afghan citizenship, said ministry of 
interior legal advisor Abdul Jabar Sabet, who has just returned from a visit to the camp last week. 

Sabet did not give a date for their return but another official said the process could take a few months, with the 
prisoners returning in batches. 

“The dear countrymen are assured that the Guantanamo prisoners will be repatriated very soon,” Sabet told 
reporters. 

Most of the men were likely to be released on their return to Afghanistan, an official said after the press briefing, 
requesting anonymity because he was not authorised to talk to the media. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14561  SOURCE: New York Times

Saudi to Seek Legal Help Over Son’s Gitmo Death

Yousuf Muhammad, Arab News 
  

Talal Al-Zahrani    
  
MADINAH, 15 June 2006 — The father of one of the two Saudi detainees who, according to US authorities, apparently 
committed suicide last week in Guantanamo said he would seek help from US law to find out the real circumstances 
surrounding his son’s death.

Talal Abdullah Al-Zahrani, father of Yasser Al-Zahrani, told Arab News yesterday at his home in Madinah that the US 
explanation of his son’s death was a pack of lies. He added that many European organizations did not believe in the 
account and had called for the immediate closure of the camp. 

Al-Zahrani added, “We will prosecute the US for not giving us a true report of the circumstances in which my son died. 
We will also demand that an independent agency or international committee excluding the US hold an inquiry to find 
out the real reason behind my son’s death.” 

The bereaved father called on the authorities in the United States to return his son’s body and wondered how a youth, 
who had committed the entire Qur’an to memory, could commit suicide. “The fact that he was close to freedom after 
four years of hope combined with trust in the mercy of Almighty Allah would give any prisoner the strength to endure 
all the tortures and indignities of prison,” Al-Zahrani said.
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The grief-stricken but indignant father asked, “How could anyone kill himself while cameras, watched by guards 
around the clock, monitored the cells? The guards are aware of every simple thing a prisoner does.” 

Yasser was born in Yanbu in 1984 and grew up in Abha in the southern province of Asir. He completed his secondary 
education in Makkah and traveled to Dubai and then to Pakistan to study computer science and foreign languages. It 
was from Pakistan that he went to Afghanistan to participate in voluntary relief work when US forces caught him.

Al-Zahrani said, “We did not get any information about him for one year after that. Later we received four letters, 
which contained the sad story of the continuous torture and humiliation he had to undergo.” 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14560  SOURCE: Arab News

Father Rejects Son's Gitmo Suicide

AHMED AL-HAJJ
Associated Press

TAIZ, Yemen - Mourners packed the home of a Yemeni who died at the American prison in Guantanamo Bay as his 
family dismissed U.S. claims he committed suicide and accused prison authorities of murdering him.

Men in traditional robes and headdresses sipped black coffee at the home of Ali Abdullah Ahmed, while veiled women 
draped in black gathered in a separate section, paying their respect to Ahmed's parents in a small farming village on 
the outskirts of Taiz in the mountains of southern Yemen.

"We are happy despite all that happened, and we are proud that our son is a martyr," insisted Ahmed's father, 
Mohammed Abdullah al-Aslami, though his face was stiff and gloomy.

His mother broke down in tears several times.

"I am proud, because with his martyrdom he bestowed high esteem to his family," she said.

"You can call me the Mother of the Martyr, or the Mother of the Mujahed (holy warrior)," she told The Associated 
Press, refusing to give her name. "I want my son. I want his body from America to bury him in the land of Muslims."

The 28-year-old Ahmed was found dead in his cell on Saturday in the U.S. military prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
where he was taken soon after his capture in Afghanistan in 2003. Two Saudis were also found dead in separate cells.

The U.S. military said the three committed suicide, using sheets and clothes as nooses, in a form of protest. The 
deaths have fueled demands in the United States and abroad for the closure of the prison, where detainees captured 
in the war on terror have been held for years without charge.

"I'd like to close Guantanamo," President Bush told reporters in Washington on Wednesday. "I also recognize that 
we're holding some people that are darn dangerous ... Eventually, these people will have trials and they will have 
counsel," he added.

Ahmed's father derided the claim his son committed suicide - an act banned by Islam.

"They (the Americans) lied and then they lied some more. My son is a religious man and a devout Muslim. There is no 
way he could have killed himself. They killed him," said al-Aslami, whose long beard was dyed red with henna in the 
style of conservative Muslims in the region.

Venting his anger at Bush, al-Aslami said the White House was the home of "murderous hypocrites" - then added, "I 
respect and love the friendly American people, but they should know more what Bush is doing against the Muslims."

Al-Aslami said his son left Yemen for Pakistan in 2000 for business and was arrested in 2003 but he received only one 
letter from him during his detention.

He said his son's real name was Salah Mohammed Abdullah al-Aslami - and the name used came from false 
documents he was traveling with.
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Al-Aslami said he did not know whether his son was involved with al-Qaida or Taliban fighters who battled U.S. forces 
in Afghanistan.

The U.S. military said Ahmed was a mid- to high-level al-Qaida operative with ties to key al-Qaida facilitators and 
senior membership.

The elderly al-Aslami paused constantly to answer mobile phone calls from well-wishers. The mourners who gathered 
in the three-story house, tucked amid wheat fields, flowed in from the village, nearby Taiz and as far away as Ibb, 
about 100 miles to the north.

Many of them grumbled that the Yemeni government was not doing enough to help the more than 100 Yemenis still 
being held at Guantanamo. Yemen has largely allied itself with the United States in the war on terror, though 
Washington has at times criticized its level of cooperation.

In Saudi Arabia, the state-funded Saudi National Human Rights Group blamed the U.S. authorities for the deaths of 
the two Saudis and cast doubt on their suicides. The Saudi government called for the speedy release of all 134 Saudis 
still at the prison.

An Afghan delegation that visited Guantanamo said Wednesday that the prison conditions were "humane." Abdul 
Jabar Sabhet of the Afghan Interior Ministry said he and his delegation were permitted to speak freely with all 96 
Afghan prisoners, and there were "only one or two" complaints.

"Conditions of the jail were humane," he said in Kabul.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14559  SOURCE: Bradenton Herald

Briton Could Be 'Next Dead Body' at Guantánamo

David Fickling

A London chef being held at Guantánamo Bay could become the "next dead body there", his lawyer warned today.

Ahmed Errachidi, who suffers from manic depression, was once sectioned while resident in Britain, his UK lawyer, 
Clive Stafford Smith, wrote on Comment is free.

The Moroccan-born chef says he was "cooking eggs" at the four-star Westbury Hotel in Mayfair when US authorities 
allege he was undergoing terrorist training in Afghanistan.

He had lived in London for 18 years and is one of at least eight British residents still being held at Guantánamo.

Mr Errachidi has been in solitary confinement for two and a half years - longer than any other Guantánamo detainee - 
and Mr Stafford Smith found his client to be severely depressed during a visit earlier this month.
The US military has promised to review its procedures at the detention camp after three inmates hanged themselves 
on Saturday using fabric strip nooses.

Mr Stafford Smith, of the British prisoners' charity Reprieve, said attempts to prevent further suicides could backfire.

His warning came after a report in the Charlotte Observer newspaper yesterday said officers were planning to forcibly 
restrain and strip Mr Errachidi to move him to a different part of the camp.

"If we are not truly careful, he will be the next dead body to be autopsied and repatriated," Mr Stafford Smith wrote.

Reports of initial changes to the Guantánamo regime suggest officers are engaged in a crackdown.

"[Detainees] have shown time and time again that we can't trust them any farther than we can throw them. There is 
not a trustworthy son of a [bitch] in the entire bunch," the Charlotte Observer quoted prison commander Mike 
Bumgarner as saying.

The paper reported that commanders had ordered their officers to put anyone considered a suicide risk into special 
clothes and bed blankets which are difficult to make into nooses.
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Several nooses have been seized from detainee cells since the weekend, the paper said.

Mr Errachidi is being moved to a higher-security area of the camp. Guards were planning to make a forced entry to his 
cell, restrain him, cut off his brown prison uniform and dress him in an orange uniform to reflect his new status.

Mr Bumgarner was quoted advising an officer to talk Mr Errachidi into getting changed of his own accord. "Tell him 
there's an easy way and a hard way ... it's his choice," he said.

US commanders describe Mr Errachidi as "the general", and Mr Bumgarner was quoted describing him as the leader of 
the detainees' "military wing".

His lawyers say he received the name because of his readiness to stand up for prisoners who were being abused.

"One of the big issues is that Ahmed speaks English fluently, so he was able from very early on to advocate on behalf 
of the prisoners," Zachary Katznelson, a senior counsel at Reprieve, said.

Criticism of the Guantánamo regime has mounted following the weekend suicides. US officials initially described the 
deaths as a "PR stunt" and "asymmetrical warfare", but the incidents have renewed international attacks on the camp.

The European parliament yesterday called on the US to close Guantánamo - comments that have been echoed by the 
UN's high commissioner on human rights and other UN human rights experts in recent days.

In an interview with Channel 4 news on Sunday, the British former detainee Moazzam Begg said a prison psychiatrist 
had tipped him off about potential suicide techniques when he was in solitary confinement following an anxiety attack.

"A psychologist came along and asked me had I ever contemplated suicide," he said. "And then she put the method to 
me.

"She said had I ever thought of getting a pair of trousers and threading it with a sheet and than tying that sheet to 
the top of the cage and then jumping off from one of the edges, so that I could commit suicide? And I said no, not 
until she'd put the idea to me".

The news came as the high court today prepared to hear the case of David Hicks, an Australian-born Guantánamo 
detainee who the court last year ruled was entitled to British citizenship.

The British government has refused to grant that permission on the basis of Mr Hicks' alleged links to al-Qaida - a 
justification rejected by the court of appeal earlier this year.

The hearing will attempt to force the government to comply with last year's ruling.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14558  SOURCE: The Guardian

Military Officials Cancel Guantanamo Visits by Lawyers and Journalists

By Josh White
Washington Post Staff Writer

Lawyers who represent detainees held at the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, have been barred from 
visiting their clients at the base this week, apparently the result of an ongoing investigation into three suicides there 
on Saturday, according to officials with the Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents hundreds of the 
detainees.

The cancellation of the regular visits was an unusual move for base officials and came at nearly the same time that 
the Pentagon decided to suspend the trips of three journalists who were at the base reporting for the Los Angeles 
Times, the Miami Herald and the Charlotte Observer.
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Barbara Olshansky, a lawyer with the Center for Constitutional Rights, said yesterday that she was suspicious of the 
sudden ban on visits and plans to file a motion in federal court in Washington today seeking immediate access to 
clients. In a teleconference with a magistrate judge in Washington yesterday, government officials said they were 
using all available guards at the prison to facilitate a Naval Criminal Investigative Service probe into the three suicides 
and could not supervise visits by lawyers, Olshansky said.

She said government lawyers indicated the base would reopen to lawyers on Monday, and Pentagon officials said 
planned visits by journalists likely would resume next week.

Lt. Cmdr. J.D. Gordon, a Pentagon spokesman, said in an e-mail response to questions late Tuesday night that the 
reporters were asked to leave the base because the military trial hearings they were there to cover had been canceled 
and because other media outlets had threatened to sue if they were not granted similar access after the suicides.

Gordon referred questions about the lawyers' access to Cmdr. Robert Durand, a spokesman at Guantanamo Bay, who 
did not return e-mail requests for information yesterday afternoon. The telephone at the military's Guantanamo Bay 
media office rang unanswered.

Military officials have indicated that they are "disappointed" that three detainees were able to take their own lives, 
apparently using makeshift nooses fashioned out of clothing and bedsheets. They became the first detainees to die at 
the facility since it opened in early 2002. But the officials dismissed claims that the deaths were the result of the 
detainees' hopelessness and described what appeared to be a coordinated pact of "asymmetric warfare" to gain 
international attention.

The suicides have done just that, prompting renewed calls from around the world to close the facility and repatriate 
the detainees.

President Bush said yesterday that he believes the facility sends the wrong signal to U.S. allies and should be closed, 
but only after U.S. officials work out ways to send the detainees to their home nations or put them on trial. The 
Supreme Court is expected to rule soon on the current system of military trials, known as commissions. Ten 
Guantanamo Bay captives have been charged so far.

"I'd like to close Guantanamo," Bush said at a Rose Garden news conference. "But I also recognize that we're holding 
some people that are darn dangerous and that we better have a plan to deal with them in our courts. And the best 
way to handle -- in my judgment -- handle these types of people is through our military courts."

The number of detainees at Guantanamo Bay, now 460, may be reduced. U.S. officials have been planning for some 
time to transfer detainees, including nearly 100 Afghans, back to their home nations.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14557  SOURCE: Washington Post

Journalists Ordered Out of Guantánamo

David Fickling

Journalists have been ordered to leave Guantánamo Bay and local military authorities have had their permission to 
invite reporters to the base overruled following last week's suicides at the US detention camp.

Reporters from the Miami Herald and Los Angeles Times are being flown home this afternoon having arrived at the 
base last Saturday, just hours after two Saudis and one Yemeni detainee committed suicide in their rooms with 
improvised nooses.

The removal of access comes amid unprecedented criticism of the camp and follows yesterday's publication of one of 
the most frank media reports yet to have emerged from the tightly controlled base.

The article contains scenes of officials discussing harsh treatment of detainees, including a planned operation to 
forcibly strip British detainee Ahmed Errachidi and put him in a new uniform.

"There is not a trustworthy son of a [bitch] in the entire bunch," one is quoted as saying.

Journalists have been granted sporadic access to the camp since February 2002 with permission from the US 
military's joint task force and office of military commissions.
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A Pentagon spokesman said that the decision was taken for routine reasons. "These reporters were there for a specific 
purpose which is the military commissions. There are no military commissions this week, therefore the stated purpose 
of their visit is no longer valid," said Lieutenant Commander Jeff Gordon.

However, the Miami Herald executive editor, Tom Fiedler, told the Guardian that the Herald's Carol Rosenberg had 
been invited to Guantánamo by the joint task force, rather than the office of military commissions. Her invitation had 
only been overruled by the Pentagon after she arrived, he said.

Lt Cmdr Gordon said that the joint task force invitation had been "inadvertently given" and that the Pentagon was now 
working on improving "coordination" within the department.

He blamed the decision to order the reporters home on the complaints of other media organisations that had 
demanded access to the camp since last Saturday's suicides.

"It was determined that all the media had to be allowed in or none of them," he said.

A group of journalists who were due to be flown in on a military flight on Sunday had their journey cancelled. Lt Cmdr 
Gordon said that some media organisations had threatened to sue if they were not allowed in. Mr Fiedler said that the 
decision to refuse access to journalists would not help the US government avoid criticism of the camp.

"Government should operate as transparently as possible," he said. "It is in the best interests of the administration for 
there to be independent corroboration of their claim that the detainees are well treated.

"They need to allow access there otherwise they are asking the world to take their word for it, and right now their 
credibility is severely strained."

More than 1,000 journalists from 40 countries have visited the camp since 2002 and there is no policy insisting they 
should only be present during military commissions.

Access is severely restricted. Journalists may not speak to detainees and lawyers are forbidden from discussing details 
of their cases with reporters who are present.

Aidan White, the general secretary of International Federation of Journalists, said that the refusal of access to 
journalists was of a piece with the US' restrictions on other observers at the camp.

"The failure of the American authorities to allow responsible, international authorities to have free and unrestricted 
access seems to be regrettable, and merely confirms the ever-growing international opinion that Guantánamo should 
not continue to operate."

The UN commission on torture - which caused a sea change in official opinion worldwide in February when it called for 
the camp's closure - was refused proper access to the camp during its research period last year and earlier this year.

The commissioners today renewed their demand for the camp to be closed, saying that Saturday's suicides were 
"predictable" given the harsh conditions inmates were being held in.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14556  SOURCE: The Guardian

CCR Condemns Administration for Kicking Out Reporters and Asks "What 
Else Are They Hiding?"

Guantanamo to Prevent Independent Coverage of Recent Deaths
Administration's Crackdown on American and International Reporters Fuels Calls for an Emergency, 
Independent Inspection to Investigate Deaths

CCR Condemns Administration for Kicking Out Reporters and Asks "What Else Are They Hiding?"  
  
NEW YORK - June 14 - This morning all reporters were expelled from Guantánamo Naval Base by a directive from the 
Office of Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, rescinding an invitation from the admiral in charge of the prison to 
cover the recent deaths of three detainees. The deceased detainees were represented by the Center for Constitutional 
Rights (CCR) and co-counsel, which have called for an emergency, independent investigation of the deaths. 
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Today CCR forcefully condemned the expulsion of reporters from the base, and the human rights organization 
emphasized that the administration's crackdown on the press was particularly disturbing given the significant 
questions about this weekend's deaths. 

"At a time when the administration must be transparent about the deaths at Guantánamo, they are pulling down a 
wall of secrecy and avoiding public accountability. This crackdown on the free press makes everyone ask what else 
they are hiding down there?" said Gitanjali Gutierrez, a CCR attorney who is preparing to visit the base to meet with 
clients next month. "This press crackdown is the administration's latest betrayal of fundamental American values. The 
Bush Administration is afraid of American reporters, afraid of American attorneys and afraid of American laws," she 
added. 

CCR, which represents over 200 detainees, is calling on the administration to allow an emergency, independent 
inspection of the base to confirm the causes of the death and provide an authoritative determination of the health of 
all the detainees in Guantánamo. CCR is calling for the trip to begin within six days and be led by doctors, CCR 
attorneys and independent, non-government observers who will publicly report on the findings -- to the extent 
possible with respect to the privacy of affected families. CCR is also urging the U.S. government to begin the urgent 
task of closing the entire Guantánamo prison. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14554  SOURCE: Common Dreams.org

The Guantánamo Suicides and Their Impact on American Political Life

By David Walsh

The suicides of three prisoners at the Guantánamo Bay internment camp is a shameful event, and one that will 
intensify the mounting social and political crisis within the US.

The deepening moral divide in the country cannot be papered over. While US military and Bush administration officials 
respond with brutal and callous comments, and the media and the Democrats react either with sophistry or silence, a 
growing portion of the American population is horrified by what is being done in its name. Many now simply choose to 
avert their eyes. But this revulsion will, sooner rather than later, find political expression.

The war in Iraq will go on and on and the situation will continue to deteriorate. More than three years after the 
invasion and occupation, and the boastful pronouncement “mission accomplished,” more than 70,000 US and Iraqi 
troops began an operation Wednesday aimed at “securing Baghdad”!

The demoralization and brutalization of the US troops in Iraq, whose presence is almost universally hated, guarantees 
further and worse Hadithas. The demonized Zarqawi will be replaced by another devil incarnate, whose name will be 
dutifully broadcast to a bewildered and increasingly alienated American public. Even if the Guantánamo gulag were to 
be closed down, the illegal detention and abuse would begin anew at some other camp. Meanwhile, the CIA will 
continue to operate the secret torture prisons it has established around the world.

With each new action, the regime in Washington reveals its gangster-like character. The US is widely viewed around 
the world as an outlaw state that simply does what it pleases. Recent poll numbers indicate growing international 
disgust and suspicion of official American conduct, even as US foreign policy appears increasingly disoriented, 
vindictive and irrational. Behind the evident madness, however, there is a perspective, even if a demented one: the 
drive of the American corporate and financial elite for global hegemony.

The comments of the administration and its supporters following the Guantánamo deaths are of a piece. The suicides 
of broken men, who believed after four years of utter isolation they would be condemned to live like caged animals in 
perpetuity, were greeted with these infamous words by Guantánamo base commander Rear Admiral Harry Harris: “I 
believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us.”

Colleen Graffy, the US deputy assistant secretary of state for public diplomacy, sounded the same theme to BBC’s 
“Newshour,” “It does sound like this is part of a strategy—in that they don’t value their own lives, and they certainly 
don’t value ours; and they use suicide bombings as a tactic. Taking their own lives was not necessary, but it certainly 
is a good PR move.”

Such brutish comments resonate around the world. Massoud Shadjareh of Britain’s Islamic Human Rights Commission 
commented: “This is the sort of statement that SS officers in Nazi Germany would have been envious of.”
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Many in the Arab world, in any case, are suspicious of the suicide story. One pan-Arab publication, Al-Quds Al-Arabi, 
commented, “The US official report on the suicides of the [two] Saudis and Yemeni prisoners in Guantánamo Bay is 
being met with skepticism by lawyers and international human rights institutions. The prevalent belief is that they 
died of torture.”

Asked about the deaths of the detainees at their own hands, George Bush, smirking in his usual manner, told a June 
14 press conference that “Guantánamo... provides an excuse, for example, to say the United States is not upholding 
the values that they’re trying to encourage other countries to adhere to. And my answer to them is that we are a 
nation of laws and rule of law.” No administration in US history has acted with such contempt for international and 
Constitutional law.

Bush may have been alluding to the European Parliament, which one day earlier passed a resolution calling for the 
Guantánamo camp to be shut down by a vote of 597 to 15, with 20 abstentions. The resolution demanded that “each 
prisoner be treated in conformity with international human rights.” The principal opposition to the resolution came 
from the League of Polish Families (LPR), an anti-Semitic ultra-nationalist outfit.

The right-wing American media responded with its usual bloodthirstiness. The Wall Street Journal observed in an 
editorial June 13, “The suicide of three prisoners at Guantánamo Bay has elicited another chorus of anti-US rhetoric 
from the self-styled ‘human rights’ crowd. Sigh. The dead men were among the most irredeemable jihadists, which is 
why they were still there this long after the fall of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan.”

This is said of men who were locked up, first in cages and then in six- by eight-foot cells, barely large enough for a 
cot, who have never been charged with any crime, much less given the opportunity to confront their accusers and 
plead their case.

In a statement on the suicides, the nine Britons released from Guantánamo described the mental and physical 
conditions at the camp: “One of the tools used by US interrogators—a fact now accepted by several former US 
personnel who served in Guantánamo—was to remove all notions of hope. We were not only made to believe that we 
would never see our families again, but also, that we would remain in custody for decades, without charge or trial... 
All of us had been physically and sexually degraded, beaten, forcibly stripped and shaved, and then abandoned for up 
to three years by our government. Some of us were placed in isolation cells for years—with no natural light. We all 
contemplated suicide at some point.”

Zachary Katznelson, senior counsel at Reprieve, which represents 36 Guantánamo Bay detainees, wrote in the 
Guardian June 12: “Of these three men, little is known. They were in Camp I, a maximum-security area where 
prisoners are denied even a roll of toilet paper. But we do not know the dead men’s stories. While most of the men in 
Guantánamo have lawyers who fight for their right to a fair trial, these men did not... The men who committed suicide 
found themselves in just this legal black hole. They had no legal recourse, just the prospect of a life in prison, in 
isolation, with no family, no friends, nothing.”

One of the suicides, detainee Yasser Talal Al Zahrani, 22, imprisoned since he was 17, was described by US military 
officials as a Taliban fighter. He was picked up after the massacre carried out by US and Afghan forces at Mazar-i-
Sharif prison in northern Afghanistan in late 2001. He was thus the victim of two US war crimes.

The subservience of vast portions of the American media to the US military machine is almost absolute. How else to 
explain this piece on the ABC News web site: “Who are the victims at Gitmo? Pentagon reports detail abuse of guards 
by detainees.”

The article chronicles the “consistent pattern of harassment and abuse” endured by guards at the internment camp. 
Reports “describe altercations with inmates using feces, saliva, food utensils, among other things...

“Col. Michael Bumgarner, who oversees the camp’s guards, told Fox News that before the suicides, detainees were 
driven by hate, not desperation. ‘It’s a strange thing; it’d take me hours to try to explain this to you. They hate us, 
they hate Americans. I see it every day. I see a look in their eyes that I cannot explain to you. It is a crazy look when 
you’re dealing with them,’ he said.”

This raises an interesting historical question: Did Nazi concentration camp guards ever lodge complaints against their 
victims?

Neither the continued existence of Guantánamo nor the miserable deaths of three desperate inmates have aroused 
serious protest in the American media. A few scattered editorials, a bit of liberal hand-wringing, all done in bad faith 
by a propaganda apparatus that has transmitted every one of the administration’s lies. In any case, by Wednesday, 
four days or so after the event, the editorial comments had petered out. No one will call the criminals in Washington 
to account.
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One of the most cynical and revealing pieces on the suicide tragedy appeared in the June 12 New York Times under 
the headline “Prisoners’ Ruse is Inquiry Focus at Guantánamo.” The article centered on the prisoners’ alleged guile in 
devising a means of ending their own lives. It asserted that the three prisoners “tried to conceal themselves in their 
cells—behind laundry and through other means—to prevent guards from seeing them commit suicide, a senior military 
official said Sunday... The deception by the prisoners raises questions about how long it took military guards to 
discover the bodies.”

The article went on to note that “Reaction around the world seemed muted.” In fact, any voices with a semblance of 
independence expressed outrage. Even some of the Bush administration’s allies in Europe denounced the conditions in 
Guantánamo. “Muted” would be far more appropriately applied to the response within the US political establishment, 
which ranged from sadistic satisfaction to indifference.

The Times piece continued, “Democrats in the United States said little, apparently concerned about appearing to be 
sympathizing with detainees who could turn out to have significant terrorist connections.” Indeed, a search for any 
comments by New York Senator Hillary Clinton, Howard Dean or any other leading members of that party proved 
fruitless.

The Democratic Party, which supported the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, is thoroughly implicated in the 
Guantánamo tragedy. Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts, the Democrats’ 2004 presidential candidate, in a press 
release issued Monday, two days after the suicides, began by declaring, “No American leader can remain silent on 
Iraq.” But Kerry managed to remain entirely silent on the three horrible deaths in a US internment camp.

Above all, the Democrats do not want to be identified with the anti-war sentiments of the population, including a large 
majority of their own voters. This foreshadows the right-wing character of the party’s 2006 mid-term election 
campaign, and the reactionary nature of a Democratic-controlled Congress or a Democratic administration, should the 
Democrats get back into power.

The American media and political elite, Republican and Democratic wing alike, suffer from an extreme case of the “will 
to believe” ethos propounded by the most reactionary varieties of pragmatism. They operate on the basis that the 
facts are whatever they choose them to be, that unpleasant realities will fade away if no one speaks about them in the 
media, and that the truth is something entirely determined by their social and political interests.

They are seriously mistaken. With all the vast resources and technology at its disposal, something that propaganda 
ministers of an earlier day could only dream of, the American media cannot make the conditions in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Guantánamo or the US go away. Nor will the lies and stonewalling of the Pentagon and White House succeed any 
better.

A tipping point is being reached. A great deal of political and ideological confusion exists in the US population, but the 
relentless social reaction, economic attacks, imperialist violence and official degradation have a cumulative effect.

Bush officials, the Democrats and the Times are convinced, or convince themselves, that no one notices the lonely 
deaths in Cuba. But these events are by no means lost on everyone. There is a constituency for blood and filth, as 
there always is, but a far larger proportion of the population is revolted. The revulsion will turn to anger.

Tragic processes, which may seem overwhelming or unalterable at first, are already radicalizing broad layers of the 
population. By force of circumstances, the mass movement that emerges will do so outside the discredited existing 
political channels. It will be propelled to draw deep-going political conclusions. The Socialist Equality Party and the 
World Socialist Web Site will continue to prepare this movement politically and ideologically and arm it with a 
conscious socialist perspective.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14553  SOURCE: World Socialist Website

ACLU Slams Bush Administration for Ejecting Journalists from Guantánamo

Calls for Immediate Independent Investigation into Reported Suicides at Guantánamo Detention Facility

NEW YORK -- Responding to reports that journalists are being forced to leave Guantánamo Bay naval base following 
the suicides of three detainees on Saturday, the American Civil Liberties Union today sharply criticized the Bush 
administration’s determination to further remove the conditions at the detention facility from public view.

“If the United States wants to restore its credibility as a democracy in the eyes of the world, it should be inviting 
journalists in, not kicking them out,” said ACLU Executive Director Anthony D. Romero.  “Our government insists it 
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has nothing to hide, but its actions show otherwise,” he added, noting that according to news reports the government 
took nearly three days to notify the lawyers for the detainees of their clients’ deaths.

According to press reports, a two-sentence e-mail was sent to reporters for The Miami Herald and Los Angeles Times, 
citing a directive from the Office of Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, which stated: “Media currently on the 
island will depart on Wednesday, 14 June 2006 at 10:00 a.m. Please be prepared to depart the CBQ [quarters] at 
8:00 a.m.”

Overcoming Pentagon objections, the correspondents went to the base on Saturday to cover the aftermath of the 
suicides at the invitation of U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., the admiral in charge of the prison.  The 
Pentagon canceled the invitation Tuesday night, despite protests from the newspapers.

“The shroud of secrecy surrounding Guantánamo Bay must be lifted, with independent access to and monitoring of the 
facilities on an ongoing basis,” Romero continued.  “This monitoring should not only include access by journalists and 
human rights experts, but medical treatment for the detainees, especially those who have chosen to engage in hunger 
strikes as a way to draw attention to their conditions of confinement.”

In an unexpected departure, earlier this week President Bush said at a press conference with the Danish prime 
minister that he believed the Guantánamo detainees “ought to be tried in courts here in the United States. We will file 
such court claims once the Supreme Court makes its decision as to whether or not -- as to the proper venue for these 
trials. And we're waiting on our Supreme Court to act.”

In fact, the Bush administration has vigorously urged the Supreme Court to block access to federal courts for the 
Guantánamo detainees, insisting that they appear before military tribunals that, in the ACLU’s view, do not guarantee 
either independence or impartiality and are inconsistent with the Geneva Conventions and international law.  

The ACLU has long criticized the military commissions that have been used to try the 10 detainees at Guantánamo.  
The remaining 450 detainees have not been charged with any crime and are being held indefinitely.  

“The military commissions set up by President Bush have been a sham from their inception,” Romero said. “They are 
not legal, not fair and not representative of the American system of justice.  All detainees charged with crimes 
deserve an open and fair hearing, and those not charged should be immediately released.”

“The core underlying injustices of the Guantánamo Bay facility need to be remedied before other lives are lost,” 
Romero warned.  “The detention and lack of fair trials goes against the America we hold in our hearts and our minds.”

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14552  SOURCE: ACLU.org

June 16, 2006 

Pressure US on Consular Visit For Hicks: Labor

THE Opposition has urged the Federal Government to put pressure on the US Government on allowing British consular 
officials to visit David Hicks at Guantanamo Bay.

Hicks, 30, is entitled to British citizenship but the Pentagon has prevented British consular officials from travelling to 
the prison camp to swear him in.

"Whatever Mr Hicks is responsible for, whatever crimes he may or may not have committed, all Australians are of the 
view that any individual overseas should be entitled to a fair trial and proper access to consular services," said Labor's 
foreign affairs spokesman, Kevin Rudd.

He urged the Government to ask "the Americans to grant access to the British consul".
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A spokeswoman for the Attorney-General, Philip Ruddock, said the Government had no intention of doing this.

"The Australian Government is only concerned with its own consular access to Mr Hicks," she said.

If Hicks were granted British citizenship, he could be freed because the British Government does not recognise the 
legitimacy of the military commissions the US has established to try Guantanamo inmates.

In the Senate yesterday, a motion calling for the closure of Guantanamo Bay and for Hicks's repatriation was lost 
when the Government voted against it.

The motion was put forward by Natasha Stott Despoja of the Australian Democrats.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14597  SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald

Govt Accused of Abusing Hicks' Rights

The Howard government has been accused of abusing David Hicks' human rights as the UK Foreign Office began the 
process of potentially freeing the Australian terrorist suspect from Guantanamo Bay.

Britain on Friday took control of the case of Hicks, an Adelaide-born man held at the US military prison in Cuba for 
almost four-and-a-half years.

The UK High Court has ruled Hicks should be granted British citizenship because his mother is British.

Hicks' lawyers this week lost a case in the High Court in London seeking an order for the Home Office to immediately 
register Hicks as a British citizen because his mother is British.

But the court action won a commitment that the Home Office transfer the case to the Foreign Office, which will act for 
Hicks in the same way it did for nine Britons who were held at Guantanamo Bay.

In their cases, the Foreign Office successfully freed them from custody.

Hicks' British lawyer Stephen Grosz said Friday the Foreign Secretary would find it difficult to make a case against 
pushing for the Australian's release.

"He's about to face a court which our (the British) government has condemned, a military commission which we have 
condemned as not being in accordance with international standards of fair trial," Mr Grosz said.

"In those circumstances, faced with the plight of one of your citizens in that position, what possible argument could 
there be for not making representations on his behalf?"

Hicks has pleaded not guilty at a US military commission to charges of attempted murder, aiding the enemy and 
conspiracy but has not faced trial.

He was captured among Taliban forces in Afghanistan in December 2001, and has been held at Guantanamo Bay since 
January 2002.

The Howard government was accused Friday by Australian Democrats Senator Natasha Stott Despoja of abusing 
Hicks' human rights.

"Guantanamo Bay should be closed," Senator Stott Despoja said.

"The Australian government is so culpable now in what I see as arguably a crime of war, that the government must 
change its position."

Senator Stott Despoja was speaking after attending a rally in Adelaide of about 50 people calling for Hicks to be 
treated fairly.

111

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14597


"Our government is the strongest defender of the military commission process ... and is seriously guilty of human 
rights abuses," Senator Stott Despoja said.

Meanwhile, the US has expelled journalists from Guantanamo Bay following the suicide of three detainees.

The Pentagon defended the media ban, saying guards and officials were preoccupied with investigating the suicides 
and maintaining security as detainees.

US officials have said the three detainees - two from Saudi Arabia and one from Yemen - were found hanging from the 
ceiling of their cells in the maximum security section on June 10.

But the family of the Yemeni, Ali Abdullah Ahmad, wants an investigation into his death.

Only 10 of the 460 people detained by the US as "enemy combatants" have been formally charged since the 
Guantanamo Bay facility opened in early 2002.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14596  SOURCE: The Age

EU Puts Closing of Guantanamo Bay on Agenda for Talks With Bush

June 16 (Bloomberg) -- European Union leaders next week will press U.S. President George W. Bush to close the 
prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, saying that holding suspected terrorists without trial there is a human-rights 
violation. 

``Nobody may be placed in a position where there is a legal vacuum with no legal rules,'' Austrian Foreign Minister 
Ursula Plassnik, whose nation holds the 25-nation bloc's rotating presidency, said late yesterday at an EU summit in 
Brussels. ``Human rights must be respected.'' 

Plassnik said EU leaders would put the issue at the top of their agenda when they meet Bush in Vienna on June 21. 
She noted U.S. allies, including Britain, have called for the camp to be closed and are anxious to see a move from the 
U.S. 

Up to 750 people have been held at the camp at a U.S. naval base on the island of Cuba following the U.S. invasion of 
Afghanistan in 2001. U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has said the camp, which now has about 460 inmates, 
holds ``worst of the worst.'' Amnesty International calls it ``the gulag of our time.'' 

The EU's demands come after two Saudis and a Yemeni were found dead in their Guantanamo cells June 11, the first 
successful suicide attempts since the prison opened in 2002. 

Last week, Bush said he ``would like to end Guantanamo.'' Closing the camp has been stymied by a challenge in the 
U.S. Supreme Court to the war-crimes trials the military plans to hold for some detainees and by concerns that 
prisoners released from the facility might be tortured by their home governments or resume terrorist activities. 

``We'd like it to be empty,'' Bush said June 9. ``We're now in the process of working with countries to repatriate 
people, but there are some that, if put out on the streets, could create grave harm to American citizens and other 
citizens of the world.'' 

In May, the United Nations called for Guantanamo to be closed, following similar appeals by the U.K.'s attorney 
general, Peter Goldsmith, and German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

The Supreme Court is scheduled to rule this month on the legality of those tribunals, which were established by 
Bush's executive order in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks. 
  
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14595  SOURCE: Bloomberg.com
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Medical Test Sought For Omar Khadr

MICHELLE SHEPHARD
STAFF REPORTER

Lawyers for Omar Khadr, Canada's only detainee at Guantanamo Bay, are demanding that the Toronto teenager 
undergo an independent medical evaluation before the start of his trial and say their request has taken on greater 
urgency since the suicides of three detainees there last weekend.

But their efforts to have a psychiatrist and neuropsychologist visit the 19-year-old have been blocked by the 
Pentagon, says Washington lawyer Muneer Ahmad.

Khadr is one of 10 detainees at the U.S. naval facility in Cuba facing charges before a military commission and the 
only one accused of murder, for allegedly throwing a grenade in Afghanistan that killed a U.S. soldier in 2002. Khadr 
was 15 at the time. 

"Given the seriousness of the charges against Omar and his youth at the time in question, it's essential that we have a 
mental health evaluation of him," Ahmad said yesterday. "It is standard practice in a criminal case involving a juvenile 
accused of murder."

Pentagon spokesperson navy Lieut. Jeffrey Gordon said yesterday that while he was unaware of Khadr's case 
specifically, there was no need for independent medical evaluations.

"The joint task force has competent medical personnel on staff who are available to assess the detainees," he said.

But Ahmad said he believes the role of the camp's military psychiatrists and psychologists was undermined by the 
revelation last year that doctors provided the camp's interrogators with medical information to help formulate 
questioning techniques. 

There are still 460 "enemy combatants" who have been held at the internment camp since 2002. On Saturday, three 
detainees committed suicide, marking the first deaths at the camp and renewing international calls to shut down the 
prison. Two Saudi detainees and one from Yemen hanged themselves in their cells using nooses made from sheets 
and clothing.

Relatives of one of the Saudis said yesterday they want his body sent home for an autopsy because they do not 
believe he committed suicide, the Associated Press reported.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14591  SOURCE: Toronto Star

Attorneys Say Isolation Bred Despair

By CAROL ROSENBERG
crosenberg@MiamiHerald.com

The Yemeni captive who killed himself at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, had an attorney arranging to visit him in August, 
but did not know it when he committed suicide, his attorney said today.

One of the Saudis, Mani Shaman al Utaybi, 30, had been approved for transfer to a jail in his homeland, but likewise 
had never been told he was cleared to depart the U.S. detention center.

As the Pentagon today was silent on the repatriations of the bodies of the trio of Arabs from the remote island prison, 
their lawyers questioned whether their isolation and lack of knowledge contributed to their deaths.

The three men hanged themselves in Camp 1 with nooses made from shredded bedsheets and towels Saturday in 
what the military called a choreographed group suicide. Rear Adm. Harry Harris Jr., the prison camps commander, 
described it as an act of ``asymmetrical warfare.''
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But attorneys for the men -- whom the military initially said had no lawyers -- argued to The Miami Herald today that 
had the detainees known of legal efforts on their behalf, they might be alive today.

''As far as we know he [Ali Abdullah Ahmed] did not know he had an attorney. We certainly never got through to him 
to advise him of that fact,'' said lawyer Dave Engelhardt of Washington, D.C., who had filed a habeas corpus petition 
for Ahmed, 29 or 30.

But, ``it seems to me logical that an individual who has been living those conditions of captivity for this long 
eventually comes to despair so greatly that he commits suicide. Perhaps he would have not have committed suicide if 
he had known the facts of his representation of counsel and the progress that is being made in the American courts 
for the detainees.''

In Yemen, Ahmed's father told the Associated Press a day earlier that he didn't believe his son, as a Muslim, would 
have committed suicide.

Al Utaybi's sister in Saudi Arabia echoed the sentiments, and said the family would seek an independent autopsy.

The Pentagon said the two were part of the al Qaeda terror movement. It identified the third man, Yasser Talal al 
Zahrani, 21, as an alleged Taliban fighter who arrived at Guantánamo as a teenager.

Both Engelhardt and Charlotte, N.C., attorney Jeff Davis said U.S. government lawyers had thwarted repeated 
attempts to see their clients.

Davis said Wednesday his firm was notified more than a month ago that his client, Utaybi, who killed himself Saturday 
too, was approved for transfer back to Saudi Arabia.

But the notification came under a seal of secrecy, said Davis, so Utaybi, who had never met his lawyer, did not know 
he would be sent home -- which The Miami Herald confirmed independently.

The military revealed Sunday that he had already been approved for transfer to lockup in Saudi Arabia.

''I think the humane thing to do when you've decided to change those conditions of confinement, you tell him, 
particularly if the change is to send him home,'' said Davis.

Meantime, the Pentagon was mum about the planned return of the men's corpses to their homeland, aboard a 
specially refrigerated aircraft in consideration of Islamic tradition that does not use embalming.

A Muslim Navy chaplain washed and shrouded the dead men and put them in plain wooden boxes built after the men 
were discovered at the base over the weekend. They offered traditional Islamic death rites on Monday, meaning they 
were ready for burial.

But it was unclear whether the repatriations had been approved or undertaken. The Pentagon cleared all independent 
journalists from the base Wednesday morning, and several habeas corpus attorneys reported that all lawyer-client 
visits at Guantánamo were likewise postponed until at least next week.

Some lawyers visiting Guantánamo met their clients on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. A Pentagon spokesman, 
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon, said by e-mail this afternoon that scheduled lawyer-detainee meetings ``had to be 
canceled due to . . . operational support of the investigation related to the detainee suicides.''

Lawyers for the detainees get to meet their clients after an elaborate procedure that involves security clearances, 
protective orders and applying to get on queue for visits that can take weeks or months for approval.

The United States has said the security requirements are necessary for national security and because Guantánamo 
captives are suspected terrorists categorized as enemy combatants who don't get the same constitutional protections 
as U.S. citizens.

Saturday's were the first deaths of a captive at the Navy base during the four-year effort to detain and interrogate 
war-on-terrorism captives in southeast Cuba. The most current count for the number of detainees at Guantánamo 
stood at ''approximately 460'' today.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14590  SOURCE: Centre Daily 
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Military Blocks Media Access to Guantanamo

BEN FOX
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico - More than 1,000 journalists have visited Guantanamo Bay since the U.S. military began 
locking up suspected al-Qaida and Taliban militants there 4 1/2 years ago. But access has been severely restricted: 
Journalists could not talk to detainees, they had to be accompanied by a military escort and their photos were 
censored.

Now, the Pentagon has shut down access entirely - at least temporarily - expelling reporters this week and triggering 
an outcry from human rights groups, attorneys and media organizations even as the prison comes under renewed 
criticism for the suicides of three detainees last weekend.

"Now is the time when the media is most needed," said Clive Stafford Smith, an attorney who has filed legal 
challenges on behalf of about 40 detainees. "The fact that right now, the most important time in the history of 
Guantanamo, they are being banned is un-American."

Pentagon officials defended the temporary ban on media, saying guards and base officials are preoccupied with 
investigating the deaths and maintaining security as detainees become more defiant. A clash with guards in May left 
six detainees injured. Another 10 prisoners were on hunger strike Thursday, including six being force-fed with nasal 
tubes.

U.S. officials say the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, which sits on cactus-studded hills in southeastern Cuba 
overlooking the Caribbean and mangrove forests, has been unusually open to journalists - despite media complaints 
that access while they are at the prison is severely curtailed and requests for interviews often vanish in the military 
bureaucracy.

"It's the most transparent detention facility in the history of warfare," insisted Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon, a 
Pentagon spokesman, echoing comments by Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld.

But the Pentagon rejected all requests by news organizations this week to cover the investigation and aftermath of 
the suicides, the first detainee deaths since Guantanamo opened.

About 10 news organizations, including The Associated Press, were to cover a military tribunal this week for one of the 
10 detainees charged with crimes. But the hearing was postponed and hours before they were to depart for 
Guantanamo, the Pentagon canceled the authorizations that reporters need to visit.

Reporters cover the hearings from the courtroom - where they are barred from speaking with participants, even 
during breaks. Or they can view the proceedings on a large-screen TV near a media center where military censors 
peer at their photographs and video and decide what is out of bounds.

On Wednesday, the Pentagon expelled two journalists - from the Los Angeles Times and The Miami Herald - who 
arrived at Guantanamo on a charter flight Sunday and two others from The Charlotte Observer, who were at the base 
for coverage of a commander from North Carolina.

The Paris-based group Reporters Without Borders said Thursday the expulsions damage the credibility of the U.S. 
government.

"We condemn the Pentagon decision and we call on the U.S. government to take the necessary steps to guarantee the 
media free access to the naval base at Guantanamo," the group said.

Media visits have been common, drawing journalists from dozens of countries, but they have always come with thick 
strings attached.

Access to the base is available only through military planes or small charters. The charters take about 3 hours to fly 
from Florida to Guantanamo because they can't travel through Cuban airspace and must circle around the island.

On the base, a 10-page list of ground rules bars journalists from interviewing anyone without approval and prohibits 
photos of detainee faces and base features, such as radar or the coastline. The military says such restrictions are 
needed for security and to protect detainees' privacy.
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But critics say the military is being disingenuous in saying it wants to protect detainees' privacy. One prisoner, 
speaking in English, once told a visiting AP reporter that he wanted to talk. But when the reporter asked the military if 
she could interview the detainee, the answer was no.

Other reporters have been have been hustled away when prisoners have tried to communicate with them - through 
food slots in the cells of the highest-security section, or from behind curtains at the medical clinic.

Gordon said regular media access is scheduled to resume next week, with journalists from three European news 
organizations taking a tour that can take two months or more to arrange.

But without access to the detainees, Stafford Smith said such visits amount to little more than propaganda.

"The media sees a very sanitized view of what's going on," he said

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14589  SOURCE: Bradenton Herald

Yemen Asks U.S. To Probe Guantanamo Detainee Death

SANAA (Reuters) - Yemen called on Thursday for a further investigation into the death of a Yemeni detainee at 
Guantanamo who the U.S. military said committed suicide.

The state news agency Saba quoted an official source as saying the death "reflects the inhumane condition of 
detainees in Gitmo (Guantanamo)".

The U.S. military had identified the Yemeni as Ali Abdullah Ahmed and said he and two Saudi detainees had hanged 
themselves with clothes and bedsheets in their cells.

They were found dead on June 10, the first prisoners to die at the base in Cuba since Washington began sending 
suspected al Qaeda and Taliban captives there in 2002.

The Yemeni authorities asked the United States to conduct another probe into the incident, the official source said.

"The Yemeni government is very worried over the fate of other Yemenis and different nationals in the U.S. camp," the 
official said, adding that it also asked for detainees to be handed back to their countries for trial.

The families of the three detainees have questioned the circumstances of their deaths, saying the men, all devout 
Muslims, would not have committed suicide.

Islam prohibits suicide and promises harsh, after-life punishment for those who take their own lives.

The deaths renewed criticism of the base, which many human rights groups and some governments say should be 
closed. Almost all the prisoners at Guantanamo are being held without charge and some have been detained for more 
than three years.

There have been many previous suicide attempts at Guantanamo, where the U.S. military holds 460 foreigners 
captured mainly in Afghanistan during the U.S.-led war there to oust the Taliban and al Qaeda after the September 11 
attacks.

Yemen has cracked down on militants at home and positioned itself as an ally of the United States in its "war on 
terror".

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14587  SOURCE: Reuters

Guantanamo Deaths To Be Raised in International Conference
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RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, June 15 (UPI) -- The Families of Saudi prisoners at the U.S. base in Guanatanamo, Cuba, are 
planning to play up the case of three inmates who allegedly committed suicide. 

The lawyer of the families said he will raise the incidents, which sparked anger and skepticism among Saudis at an 
international meeting in Beirut. 

Fahed Shumari said Thursday he will ask for an independent probe into the death of the three prisoners, two Saudis 
and a Yemeni, at the three-day conference of the Council of the International Criminal Union which will convene in the 
Lebanese capital Friday. 

Shumari said he will call for an official condemnation of the "illegitimate violations taking place against the prisoners in 
Guantanamo and will ask for setting up an independent probe to investigate the circumstances of the death of the 
three prisoners who passed away in mysterious conditions. 

"We have been angered lately by the case of the three prisoners in Guantanamo which the U.S. authorities claimed 
have committed suicide... but we doubt the American story for many security considerations, the least of all are the 
strict measures applied inside the prison in addition to personal, religious and social factors pertaining to the 
inmates," Shumari said. 

Under Islamic law, suicide is banned and considered to be an unreligious act. 

The Saudi interior ministry said last week that it was informed by U.S. authorities of the deaths of the two Saudi 
nationals and started contacts to secure the repatriation of the bodies. 

The ministry said it was informed that prison guards found the inmates unconscious inside their cells and that medical 
teams tried to reanimate them with no success.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14586  SOURCE: UPI

Family of Guantanamo Inmate Wants Independent Autopsy

By MAGGIE MICHAEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

CAIRO, Egypt -- Relatives of a Saudi detainee found dead at the American prison in Guantanamo Bay said Thursday 
they want his body sent home for an autopsy because they do not believe U.S. claims he committed suicide.

The Saudi's family has blamed the U.S. military for his death at the naval base in Cuba, and a sister of Mani Shaman 
Turki al-Habradi al-Utaybi said he was not the sort of person who would consider taking his own life.

"He is an extremely devout Muslim who would never, never, never commit suicide," Manyia Shaman Turki al-Habradi 
al-Utaybi told The Associated Press from Saudi Arabia. "I strongly assure to you that the Americans are behind his 
death."

The U.S. Defense Department said three detainees - al-Utaybi, Saudi Yasser Talal al-Zahrani and Ali Abdullah Ahmed 
of Yemen - hanged themselves in their cells early Saturday, using nooses made from sheets and clothing.

"I hope that they bring his body back so I can see him for the first time in five years, and to be buried in the land of 
Islam," al-Utaybi's sister said.

A lawyer for the families of Saudi detainees, Katib Fahd al-Shammary, said he also found it hard to believe they 
committed suicide.

"I doubt the American suicide story because of the strict security measures applied inside the detention center," he 
said in a statement.

The U.S. military has yet to announce its plans for the bodies, which remain at Guantanamo. Clinical autopsies were 
completed Sunday but results were not available, and additional lab test were expected to take more time.
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"The remains of the deceased have been treated with the utmost respect. A cultural adviser has assisted us to ensure 
that the remains have been handled in a culturally and religiously appropriate manner," said Pentagon spokesman 
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon.

The deaths have brought renewed pressure on Washington to close the prison in Cuba, where it holds about 460 men 
on suspicion of links to al-Qaida and the Taliban. Most have not been charged.

The facility has been plagued with reports of abuse and human rights violations since opening more than four years 
ago, though U.S. officials insist detainees are treated humanely.

The state-funded Saudi National Human Rights Group blamed U.S. authorities Wednesday for the two Saudis' deaths 
and questioned whether they had committed suicide. The Saudi government also called for the speedy release of the 
134 Saudis still detained.

Ahmed's parents said they believe the United States killed their son, and they want his body flown home for burial.

"I respect and love the friendly American people, but they should know more what (President) Bush is doing against 
the Muslims," Mohammed Abdullah al-Aslami said at his home in Yemen.

Al-Utaybi's sister said her brother, once an Islamic law student, had beliefs that would not have allowed him to 
commit suicide. She acknowledged that he had once surprised his family five years ago by leaving abruptly for 
Pakistan and then Afghanistan to join "holy war" as a mujahedeen fighter.

"He left without telling us. He liked jihad and wanted to join the mujahedeen. We didn't expect him to do that," she 
said from the ultraconservative Saudi province of Al-Qasim.

The U.S. military had accused al-Utaybi, 30, of being a member of a militant missionary group, Jama'at Al Tablighi. He 
was born in Al-Qarara, Saudi Arabia, according to a Defense Department list of Guantanamo detainees.

He recently had been recommended for transfer to custody in another country, the military said, though it was unclear 
if he was informed about the transfer recommendation before his death.

Al-Utaybi arrived in Afghanistan three months before the Sept. 11 attacks and was captured after the U.S. invasion. 
But his sister said she believed her brother had nothing to do with al-Qaida or Osama bin Laden.

"I believe that he was working for the Islamic relief associations," she said.

When her brother first arrived at Guantanamo more than four years ago, he sent a letter through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to his family in Saudi Arabia, sending his regards and letting them know he was all right, 
she said.

That was the last time her family received a letter from him, she said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14585  SOURCE: Seattle Post Intelligencer

June 17, 2006

Request of Counselor Access To Pakistani Detainees in Guantanamo Bay 
Accepted: Kasuri
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ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Minister, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri has said that the United States has accepted Pakistan’s 
request to give counselor access to Pakistani imprisoned in Guantanamo Bay. 

Khurshid Kasuri while talking during the question hour in the National Assembly session Friday, said that due to 
continuing efforts of government, 60 Pakistani prisoners have been released so far from the Guantanamo Bay. 

He said that according to the US Government 6 Pakistani prisoners are detained in Guantanamo Bay at present and 
release of two detainees are under considered. He said that we are in constant contact with the US authorities over 
the detainees issue due to its sensitivity. 

Khurshid Ahmed Kasuri while commenting on the killing of 16 innocent Pakistani from Quetta near Spin Boldak in 
Afghanistan on 22nd March 2006 by Afghan forces, said that Pakistan had lodged its protest over the incident and 
demanded to investigate the incident in a transparent manner. He said that the Afghan government has dismissed the 
officer who was involved in the incident and has also constituted two committees for the investigation of the incident, 
he added. 

Foreign Minister has said that after published of some reports about kidnapping of 28 Pakistanis in Greece, the 
Pakistani Ambassador has raised the issue and five Pakistani had been contacted. He said that interrogation in this 
context is underway, adding that after finding out truth, the matter would raise to Greece government. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14618  SOURCE: Pak Tribune

Hicks 'Should Face US Trial'

Michael Gawenda, Washington, and Penelope Debelle

AUSTRALIAN detainee David Hicks should have faced a military commission at Guantanamo Bay after he was charged, 
despite challenges in the US courts to the hearings, according to US senator John McCain.

Senator McCain, the leading contender for the Republican Party's presidential nomination in 2008, told The Age the US 
"stood for certain values that had to be upheld despite the fact that those values are not shared by our enemies".

"The problem with Guantanamo is that nothing has happened," he said. "These people, including David Hicks, have to 
either be brought to trial or released. They can't be held indefinitely. The whole process has been stalled while court 
decisions on whether the military commissions meet US legal standards are pending.

"I would have proceeded with the military commissions anyway, even while the court decisions were pending. I do not 
support jury trials in the US for these people. But they can't just be held without hearings."

Meanwhile, hopes that Hicks will be released from Guantanamo Bay as an exempt British national face an additional 
hurdle — new powers before the British Parliament aimed at getting rid of undesirable dual citizens.

Under planned changes to the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act, Hicks could be deprived of British citizenship 
under sweeping new national security grounds described as "conducive to the public good".

Whether the powers are used against Hicks, who is likely to be sworn in as a British citizen in Cuba as soon as 
arrangements are made, will depend on the political will of the British Government.

Britain retains doubts about Hicks' desirability as a British citizen, based on his alleged training with al-Qaeda, his "few 
links to the United Kingdom" and serious concerns about his commitment to Britain, its laws and values, according to 
material before a British court.

However, Hicks' Adelaide lawyer, David McLeod, said the signals from the Blair Government were positive and he 
expected Hicks would receive full protection, including British consular access once he was sworn in.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14615  SOURCE: The Age
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French PM - Fight Against Terrorism Must Be Legal

PARIS, June 16 (Reuters) - The fight against terrorism must observe the rule of law, French Prime Minister Dominique 
de Villepin said on Friday in a thinly-veiled criticism of the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

"In order for the fight against terrorism to be as effective as possible we have to act while respecting our values and 
our rules," de Villepin said during a speech at the Institute of Higher Studies of National Defence.

"Let us avoid zones where there are no rights, let us reject anything that can give rise to arbitrariness, whether this 
means military interventions without the international community's authorisation, exceptional tribunals, or detention 
centres outside the framework of international law," he said.

"The greatest determination in the face of terrorism, yes, but always while respecting the rule of law."

The U.S. military is holding 460 foreigners at the Guantanamo prison, many of whom were captured in Afghanistan in 
the U.S.-led war to oust the Taliban and al Qaeda after the Sept. 11 attacks. Nearly all are being held without charge.

U.S. President George W. Bush acknowledged on Wednesday that the military prison at Guantanamo Bay, where three 
detainees committed suicide last weekend, has damaged the U.S. image abroad and said it should be shut down.

However, Bush added a plan for relocating the prisoners was needed first and said he also was awaiting a Supreme 
Court decision about the forum for handling detainee cases. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14614  SOURCE: Reuters

Wife Takes Guantanamo Detainee Battle To Court

By Alexandra Frean, Social Affairs Correspondent 
 
 
THE wife of a British resident detained without trial at Guantanamo Bay is to seek a court order requiring the Foreign 
Secretary to press the Americans for his release. 

Sabah el-Banna believes that there is compelling evidence that the Government was complicit in the illegal detention 
of her husband, Jamil, who was arrested on a business trip to The Gambia in November 2002 and shipped to 
Guantanamo Bay, via Afghanistan, by the United States. 

This year Mr el-Banna lost a legal challenge in the High Court to force the Government to petition the US for his 
freedom. An appeal has now been lodged in the Court of Appeal.Mrs el-Banna hopes that Secret Intelligence Service 
telegrams, which were made public during the earlier hearing but which could not be admitted as evidence, will lead 
to a judgment in her husband’s favour. 

The documents show that British security services provided information on her husband’s travel arrangements to The 
Gambia and one other country, believed to be the United States, leading to his arrest by the Gambian secret service 
and his rendition. 

Mrs el-Banna said that she believes British security services tipped off the Americans because her husband had 
rebuffed their attempts to recruit him as an informant on the Muslim community in Britain. “I think they sent him to 
Guantanamo because he would not work with them,” she said. She hopes that a separate memo, made public at the 
same time, will also help her husband’s case. In it a British intelligence officer, who calls himself Michael, describes a 
visit to the el-Banna family home in the following words: “I again returned to the choice he had; if he chose to help us 
by providing details of all his activities and contacts, we would assist him to create a new life for himself and family.” 

The memo noted that Mr el-Banna, a Jordanian who arrived in Britain as a refugee in 1994 and had permanent leave 
to remain, replied by saying that his life was now in Britain. 
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Mrs el-Banna said that she remembered the visit to the family home in North London well. “They had ID cards. It was 
around 8.30am and I was getting the children ready for school. They came in and were speaking to Jamil. They left 
after a short while. Because we were busy getting ready for his trip [to The Gambia] we never really talked about 
what they said.” 

Mrs el-Banna, whose five children are British citizens, said that the security services’ interest in her husband stemmed 
from his links with Abu Qatada, who has been described as al-Qaeda’s “spiritual leader”. 

“We knew them in Pakistan,” Mrs el-Banna said. “They were our neighbours. In London they lived far away. But his 
wife had a baby. The son had a lot of illnesses and Jamil took the child and mother to his appointments. I was wary 
that it could be dangerous. I started to feel fear when I read about Abu Qatada in the papers or saw things on 
television.” 

Sarah Teather, Mrs elBanna’s MP, urged the Government to act on behalf of her husband. “His continued detention 
must be a source of massive embarrassment for the Government,” she said. “This is a clear example of rendition.”
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14613  SOURCE: The Times

US Sends Home Bodies of Guantanamo Dead

By Will Dunham

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States has sent to their home nations the bodies of two Saudis and a Yemeni it 
says committed suicide at the Guantanamo Bay prison for foreign terrorism suspects, the Pentagon said on Friday.

The United States said the men hanged themselves with clothes and bed sheets in maximum security cells on June 
10, making them the first prisoners to die at the camp since it opened in 2002 at the U.S. naval base on Cuba.

"The remains of the deceased detainees have been treated with the utmost respect. A cultural advisor has assisted 
Joint Task Force Guantanamo to ensure that the remains are handled in a culturally and religiously appropriate 
manner," the Pentagon said in a statement.

It gave no other details about the mode of transportation, whether government, family or U.S. officials in the two 
countries were in control of the remains, but noted the return of the dead was arranged between the Pentagon, State 
Department and the governments of Yemen and Saudi Arabia.

Washington D.C. attorney David Engelhardt, representing alleged al Qaeda member Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 29 or 30, 
said he had been notified late this afternoon that the shroud-wrapped body was at the embassy in San'a, Yemen's 
capital.

It was not immediately clear, he said, whether there would be an additional autopsy beyond one carried out this week 
by a military medical examiner at the U.S. Navy base in Cuba.

It was also not known when the remains would be turned over to the family.

The U.S. military has identified the three men as Ali Abdullah Ahmed of Yemen, and Saudis Mani Shaman Turki al-
Habardi al-Utaybi and Yassar Talal al-Zahrani.

The deaths renewed long-standing criticism of the prison, which many human rights groups and some governments 
say should be closed.

Talal Abdullah Al-Zahrani, Yasser Al Zahrani’s father, said: “I have been in touch with the authorities and I have been 
informed that the bodies are expected to arrive in the Kingdom in a couple of days.”

Manie’s uncle, who is his legal guardian, however, said that he had no news of the date, but was abreast of the news 
that the United States will be releasing the bodies soon.

On Friday, Italian Foreign Minister Massimo D'Alema urged the United States to move quickly toward closing the 
prison.
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At a joint news conference in Washington, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said the United States did not want to 
be "the world's jailer."

But she said, as Washington seeks to reduce the number of Guantanamo inmates, it would be helpful if governments 
agreed to allow more prisoners be transferred home.

The Pentagon said U.S. personnel "worked diligently to preserve the dignity of the remains and to ensure application 
of the rituals of the Islamic faith."

It said Lt. Mohammed Saifulislam, a U.S. Navy officer who is a Muslim imam, "supervised all aspects of preparing the 
remains for transport."

NO RECENT DISTURBANCES

U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon, a Pentagon spokesman, said, Saifulislam supervised washing and shrouding of 
the bodies and a prayer service in preparation for flying them home on a commercially contracted plane.

The men's families have questioned the circumstances of their deaths, saying the devout Muslims would not have 
committed suicide.

The United States currently holds about 460 detainees at the Guantanamo prison, most held without charges for more 
than four years. Ten have been charged with crimes, but not one trial has been completed.

The United States says the prison is needed to prevent dangerous al Qaeda and Taliban figures from returning to the 
battlefield and to extract information that may help prevent future attacks.

Gordon said there had not been any disturbances involving detainees at Guantanamo since the suicides.

Pathologists from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner's office conducted autopsies on the bodies of the three 
detainees but were still awaiting test results before announcing an official cause of death.

The military has also said it launched an investigation into whether U.S. personnel allowed a journalist at Guantanamo 
to hear classified or sensitive information.

Charlotte Observer reporter Michael Gordon was permitted to report on a staff meeting held two days after the 
suicides.

He reported that the detention center commander, Army Col. Mike Bumgarner, ordered staff to assess and tighten 
policies on clothing, meals, recreation time, lighting and discipline and ordered more frequent patrols in the cellblocks.

(Additional reporting by Saul Hudson)

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14609  SOURCE: Reuters, Arab News 

IAPA Protests Expulsion of Reporters From Guantánamo

IAPA protests expulsion of reporters from Guantánamo

MIAMI, Florida (June 15, 2006) - The Inter American Press Association (IAPA) today protested the expulsion of three 
reporters from the United States naval base in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, saying the action amounted to censorship. 

Carol Rosenberg from The Miami Herald, Miami, Florida, Michael Gordon from The Charlotte Observer, Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and Carol Williams from the Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles, California, went to the prison camp to 
look in into reports that three men being held there had committed suicide last Saturday. The U.S. Department of 
Defense on Wednesday ordered them to leave the base before they could finish their investigations. 
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The chairman of IAPA's Committee on Freedom of the Press and Information, Gonzalo Marroquín, declared, "We are 
concerned that this is an act of censorship and prevents news coverage by the press on what is happening at the 
Guantánamo base, just at a time when the base is coming under international public scrutiny." 

Marroquín, editor of the Guatemala City, Guatemala, newspaper Prensa Libre, agreed with The Miami Herald executive 
editor Tom Fiedler who, after calling for his reporter to be allowed to remain at the base, said it would be "in the best 
interests of the Department of Defense to allow independent reporting." 

Nearly 500 prisoners accused of having links with terrorist groups are being held at Guantánamo. 

The IAPA recalled that at its meetings in Quito, Ecuador, in March this year and in Indianapolis, Indiana, last October 
it had expressed great concern at repeated actions by the U.S. government that it saw as setbacks to press freedom 
and the free practice of journalism that were eroding the public's right to know. 

"The United States authorities must understand the importance of freedom of the press and the unfettered practice of 
journalism being respected as fundamental values in any democratic society," Marroquín said. 

MORE INFORMATION:

For further information, contact Ricardo Trotti or Melba Jimenez at IAPA, Jules Dubois building, 1801 S.W. 3rd 
Avenue, Miami, Florida 33129 United States, tel: +1 305 634 2465, fax: +1 305 635 2272, e-mail: info@sipiapa.org, 
rtrotti@sipiapa.org, mjimenez@sipiapa.org, Internet: http://www.sipiapa.org 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14607  SOURCE: IFEX.org

Secrecy Surrounds Guantanamo Bay

Tim Rutten:
Regarding Media

THE Defense Department's expulsion of four journalists reporting from the prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, this 
week is another reminder of how the Bush administration's construction of an American gulag has undermined this 
country's ability to prosecute the global struggle against Islamo-fascist terrorism.

The four, including The Times' Carol J. Williams, had been covering the suicides last weekend of three prisoners, who 
hanged themselves in their cells. Though the journalists had gone to Guantanamo to report on other stories, the base 
commander gave them permission to stay and write about the suicides. The Pentagon ordered their expulsion and 
forbade a larger group of journalists, who previously had made arrangements to cover a hearing at the prison, from 
going to Cuba.

ADVERTISEMENT
 Officials claimed the reporters were excluded for security reasons and because military authorities need to focus on 
investigating the suicides, which involved two Saudis and a Yemeni. Journalistic access already is severely restricted. 
Reporters who obtain permission to visit the place are constantly accompanied by military minders and forbidden to 
talk to any inmates, and all photographs are censored.

In a struggle that's as much about ideas and values as it is about bombs and bullets, it's hard to see how whatever 
this administration conceives of as "success" at Guantanamo ever could amount to something other than a Pyrrhic 
victory. 

There's a lot that desperately needs to be learned about what imprisonment at Guantanamo really entails. In his new 
book, "Oath Betrayed: Torture, Medical Complicity and the War on Terror," physician Steven H. Miles, a University of 
Minnesota medical ethicist, writes that as many as 130 of the prisoners in Cuba have gone on hunger strikes since the 
first of this year. About 20% of these are being force fed, he says. "The principal grievances are prison abuses and 
indeterminate confinement…. The military physicians are 'screened' before deployment to Guantanamo 'to ensure that 
they do not have ethical objections to force feedings.'… Clinicians inserted feeding tubes through the nose, down the 
esophagus, and into the stomach. If X-rays were required to confirm that the feeding tube was in the stomach rather 
than in the lungs, radiographers were also part of the system of force feeding. The clinicians monitored the feedings 
to normalize nutritional laboratory parameters while their patients' arms, shoulders, legs and wrists were strapped to 
a chair whose manufacturer advertises as 'a padded cell on wheels.' "
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Force feeding of hunger striking prisoners whose conduct is uncoerced and who are "capable of forming an unimpaired 
and rational judgment" has been condemned by the World Medical Assn. since 1975. As Miles writes, "Physicians 
value the saving of life, although medical ethics strongly counsel against forcing treatment on competent persons who 
do not want it. Furthermore, if a hunger strike is motivated by the desire to stop torture, forced feeding is abusive 
treatment, essentially a way to revive the prisoner for continued abuse."

According to some reports, the three men who killed themselves had been on hunger strikes.

Holding prisoners for years on end without charges or legal proceedings of any kind is the sort of Kafkaesque conduct 
the United States once routinely condemned in other nations. At the very least, it is the sort of mental abuse that 
could engender suicidal despair, though various administration and military officials have insisted that the three 
prisoners killed themselves for propaganda purposes.

The prison commander, Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr., said he does not believe the suicides were "an act of desperation, 
but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us." 

OK.

In the past, the administration also has grudgingly admitted that interrogations conducted at Guantanamo have 
involved what the United States used to routinely recognize as torture. Were any or all of the three dead 
propagandists ever tortured? Let's imagine for a second somebody held for nearly five years without charges or 
hearing of any kind and periodically tortured while being led to believe that their confinement might continue forever. 
Might they be driven to take their own life for other than tactical reasons?

This week, the Pentagon acted decisively to make sure you don't find out. Why?

As Anthony Romero, the American Civil Liberties Union's executive director, said this week: "If the United States 
wants to restore its credibility as a democracy in the eyes of the world, it should be inviting journalists in, not kicking 
them out."

We used to routinely make that point about places like the Soviet Union, China and Castro's Cuba. 

This week, the influential Egyptian news weekly Al Ahram began its report on the Guantanamo suicides this way: "The 
question posed by a new anti-torture advertisement that appeared in the New York Times Tuesday perhaps best 
captures the moral dilemma facing the United States, once the world champion of human rights…. The advertisement, 
signed by 27 leaders of the National Religious Campaign Against Torture, asked: 'What does it signify if torture is 
condemned in word but allowed in deed?' "

What, indeed.

Al Ahram's Emad Mekay went on to point out that the group was formed to work against abuses at U.S. facilities, 
including Guantanamo, and that the advertisement's signatories included "such heavyweights as Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick of Washington; Sayyid Syeed, secretary general of the Islamic Society of North America; and former 
President Jimmy Carter." Not all that long ago, American journalists routinely filed stories on similar declarations from 
places like Prague and called the men and women who signed them "dissidents." They were just as routinely hailed as 
heroes from podiums in the State Department and White House press rooms.

As the expulsion of all reporters and photographers from Guantanamo demonstrates, the Bush administration's 
routine move is duck and cover. 

It is, of course, important not to slip into a facile moral equivalency here. Though the United States has acted in 
defiance of its own humane legal traditions and in contravention of basic decency and international prohibitions on 
torture, it has not "sunk to the level" of its antagonists, as has been carelessly alleged. The current phase of this 
struggle began with Al Qaeda's unprovoked and heinous assault on innocent civilians going peacefully about their daily 
lives. Everything done in the American nation's name since then has occurred in response to those events. Acts of 
self-defense, however rash or disproportionate, are fundamentally different from acts of aggression in any meaningful 
moral sense. 

But self-defense is not a blank check. 
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When the administration pulls down the shades on this country's free press, as it did this week in Guantanamo, it's 
because it knows it has something to hide — and to fear. Its officials know that Americans are instinctively revolted by 
things like torture and immoral imprisonment and recognize shameful conduct for what it is, even if their leaders do 
not. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14606  SOURCE: LA Times

Is Bush Signaling an About-Face on Detainees?

Some say the president may be backpedaling on the Guantanamo detainee issue in preparation for a high 
court defeat

Tony Mauro
Legal Times

It is rare for a president to comment on a pending Supreme Court case. But President George W. Bush has been doing 
just that in recent weeks, making several mentions of the Hamdan v. Rumsfeld case that will decide the fate of the 
military commissions he ordered to handle detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

"We're waiting on our Supreme Court to act," Bush said at a press conference Wednesday, one of several comments 
that indicate he is eager to follow the Court's lead, even if it rules against his claim of broad power to deal with the 
detainees outside the established military and civilian court system.

Bush's remarks and tone have confounded opponents of the military commissions, leaving some wondering if Bush is 
trying to soften the blow of an expected defeat -- or already preparing the public for civilian alternatives to military 
commissions.

Covington & Burling partner David Remes, one of the coordinators of the legal effort against the administration 
position, says Bush's comments have led him to ask "why Bush made Hamdan a test of presidential power in the first 
place. If Bush could accomplish his goals within the existing legal framework, why did he confront the judicial branch 
with such breathtaking claims of presidential power?"

The presidential commentary on the case was so frequent in recent days that expectations were high that the Court 
might hand down the decision on Thursday. The two lawyers who argued against each other in the case -- Solicitor 
General Paul Clement and Georgetown University Law Center's Neal Katyal -- were in the courtroom, but the justices 
instead handed down four criminal and business law cases. The Court will convene again next Monday and Thursday 
to issue more decisions in its push toward adjournment by month's end.

The Hamdan case asks whether the president has constitutional or statutory authority to establish the commissions -- 
and whether federal courts have jurisdiction over the issue. Lawyers challenging the commissions say the limited rules 
of evidence and trial procedures violate the Uniform Code of Military Justice and the Geneva Conventions on prisoners 
of war. The administration has argued that Bush has ample authority to decide that military necessity requires a 
special process for handling the detainees outside the court system.

But during a joint press conference June 9 with the prime minister of Denmark, Bush said he thought Guantanamo 
detainees "ought to be tried in courts here in the United States. We will file such court claims once the Supreme Court 
makes its decision as to whether or not -- as to the proper venue for these trials." That comment seemed to some to 
contradict his legal position, which was that the detainees should be tried by military commissions at Guantanamo, 
not courts in the United States. 

"This is a dramatic about-face from the Administration's position in the high court, and an admission that the 
detainees have been right all along," said Katyal, who argued on behalf of detainee Salim Ahmed Hamdan before the 
justices on March 28. "These cases belong in our courts, not in a makeshift military system that lacks credibility. 
President Bush's statement reaffirms that national security doesn't require this makeshift system, which is precisely 
what Mr. Hamdan has been saying for three years."
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On Wednesday, at a press conference after his surprise visit to Iraq, Bush seemed to amend his comments, 
emphasizing that he had military, not civilian courts in mind. "I'd like to close Guantanamo," Bush said, "but I also 
recognize that we're holding some people that are darn dangerous, and that we better have a plan to deal with them 
in our courts. And the best way to handle ... these types of people is through our military courts. And that's why we're 
waiting on the Supreme Court to make a decision."

But on May 7, in comments during an interview on a German television network, Bush seemed indifferent about which 
courts the detainees ultimately face. "I very much would like to get people to a court," Bush said, according to the 
transcript. "And we're waiting for our Supreme Court to give us a decision as to whether the people need to have a 
fair trial in a civilian court or in a military court. But in either case, they will get a trial which they, themselves, were 
unwilling to give to the people that they're willing to kill."

Richard Samp of the Washington Legal Foundation, which filed a brief in support of the Bush Administration's position 
on military commissions, said not much should be made of these remarks.

"He has been talking to a lot of foreign leaders lately about Guantanamo, and I am sure he wants to not appear 
insensitive to their concerns," said Samp. Samp adds that it is prudent for the administration to be planning now for 
the ramifications of a high court ruling -- no matter which way it comes down.

Deborah Pearlstein of Human Rights First, a leading critic of the commissions, agrees that Bush's comments about the 
case reflect "national and international pressure on the administration to finally come up with some definitive -- and 
lawful -- resolution to a global detention system that long ago stopped serving U.S. policy interests in promoting 
freedom, or in protecting its own security."

But she too was astonished at Bush's seeming acceptance of trials for the detainees, no matter where they take place. 
"The suggestion that the Guantanamo detainees should be tried at all, much less tried in U.S. courts, contradicts the 
administration's position all along that the President can just detain, without trial if he wants, the 'worst of the worst' 
at Guantanamo forever." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14605  SOURCE: Law.com

Lost and Found in Guantanamo

By Mohammed Al Shafey

 
London, Asharq Al-Awsat- The suicide of three detainees in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba last week reignited the debate 
about the future of more than 450 captives who have been imprisoned in the US base as “enemy combatants”, 
without trial, charges or any prospect of release. 

One such prisoner is Ahmed Belbacha, one of 25 Algerian nationals in US custody, who lived in the United Kingdom 
between the years of 1999 and 2001. Documents obtained by Asharq al Awsat from Clive Stafford-Smith, legal 
director of Reprieve, a British prisoners’ charity who represents thirty-six detainees in Camp Delta reveal that Ahmad’s 
path from the costal British city to Guantanamo Bay, where he has been detained for the last three years, remains 
shrouded in mystery. It is believed he left for Pakistan to study in 2001 but no one knows how he ended up detained 
in Camp Delta. 

“Ahmad sent a request via British residents Binyan Mohamed and Omar Deghayes, one of the youngest detainees in 
Guantanamo Bay, saying he wished to have 

Stafford-Smith, legal director of Reprieve [a British prisoner’ charity Reprieve] to represent him.” A lawsuit was filed 
on Ahmad’s behalf but lawyers have yet to meet him. The US government continues to refuse to tell them what 
evidence it holds against Ahmad. 

Born in Algiers , on 13 October 1969 , to a modest family, Ahmad had eight brothers and four sisters, two of whom 
are married. After completing his secondary school education, he undertook two years of military service and joined 
Sonatrach, an oil company. Between the years 1993 and 1997, Ahmad rose to prominence as a footballer in the 
Sonatrach team, the best in the country. He moved to the coastal city of Bournemouth in 1999 and worked at a 
laundry mat. His supervisor reported that while he spoke little English, Ahmad was always polite, hardworking and 
punctual. 
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The U.S lawyer is also representing Sami Muhieddin al Hajj, a Sudanese photographer of al Jazeera, Jamal al Banna, a 
Palestinian and the Iraqi Bishr al Rawi. Both men lived in London for several years before being detained in the 
Gambia in 2002. 

Ahmad traveled to France by boat, after obtaining a visa, between February and March 1999. He then moved to 
Bournemouth where he enrolled in an English language course. He remained in contact with his family and regularly 
sent back money and clothes. 

On 17 May 2001 , Ahmad was denied asylum but was given leave to remain. In June 2003, Ahmad’s final asylum 
appeal was denied but he was granted exceptional leave to remain. It is believed he was already in U.S custody at 
that point. 

Eight detainees in Guantanamo Bay have lived in Britain for several years but never gained citizenship, like Ahmad. 
They include Jamal Abdullah, from Uganda, who moved to the United Kingdom in 1993 with his mother and the Saudi 
Shaker Abdul Rahim, who moved to the UK and married a British woman, with whom he has four children, 

After not receiving any news about his whereabouts for two years Ahmad’s family feared he was dead Finally, in 2004, 
they received a letter from him through the Red Cross saying he was in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14604  SOURCE: Asharq AlAwsat

Abdullah Al Noaimi: 'Martyrs and Not Suicide'

Below is a second statement by former Bahraini Guantanamo detainee, 24-year-old Abdulla Alnoaimi.

It was made in response to reports in the Bahraini press stating that Mr Al Nuaimi had said he believed 
the three men who died at Guantanamo had committed suicide by hanging themselves, and reports in the 
international press where US military officials described the alleged suicides as PR stunts as part of a 
"jihadi cause".

The three brothers that died last Saturday – as from my own knowledge (and from knowing them) were totally 
innocent, a nd they were not even accused of any crime by the US military.

All of them had already memorised the whole Quran, and were very faithful people.

As I was told by them, Manei Al Utaybi and Ali Abdulla were students, studying in Pakistan.

I don't know if they were together or not, but they were sold when they were living in a house and turned over to 
American custody in the year 2002.

Manei Al Utaybi was one of the people that the military and their interrogators had told that he was not a threat and 
he would be going home soon, and the same thing was said to Ali.

The interrogations were running with them only in the first month they were detained, and for at least more than a 
year before I left Guantanamo (in November 2005) they hadn't been seen a lot by interrogators. But they were still 
under bad conditions in the camp by the guards.

And Yasser, who died at 21 years old, had just reached the legal age in the most of the world was picked four and half 
years ago at 16 years old.

 I think I don't have to say anything about him – his age says enough to show he's not even supposed to be taken to 
a police office, they would turn him over to the underage (juvenile) authorities.

And the question is, where is their government and where are the human rights communities to protect those young 
people? There's still other young other people over there, me myself I have seen 13-year-old and 15 year-old kids 
sitting together.

The possibility I pick for the cause of their death is that what happened to them was what happened to Mishal Al 
Harbi.

I don't see the reason for the US government to not let people to go in there and see the circumstances, to stand 
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between the detention centre and the world, if there is nothing to hide.

And I don't see the reason for the American government to keep people such as those three brothers in detention as a 
political currency - which they didn't pay attention to its expiry date.

The US government did not benefit anything from keeping people like Manei, Yasser and Ali in detention for the use of 
political issues, like putting pressure on countries to give them something for their return to their families.

Well this political card, that they didn't even know how to use, already expired.

Abdulla Alnoaimi
Former Guantanamo detainee no 159
Bahrain

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14603

June 18, 2006

D’Alema Urges for Closing down Guantanamo Immediately

By Anadolu News Agency (AA), Washington 

Italian Foreign Minister Massimo D’Alema urged the United States to close Guantanamo Bay immediately, where 
terrorism suspects are currently being held.

Coming together with U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in Washington, D’Alema said that Italy’s attitude 
regarding Guantanamo was in line with the other European Union (EU) countries and added he hoped the American 
administration would fulfill the desires of European governments. 

However, Rice, reiterating that dangerous people should be kept in American bases like Guantanamo, informed this 
was necessary to prevent future terrorist attacks. 

Saying the United States is in a difficult situation due to the Guantanamo, Rice added that they did not want to be the 
guardian of the world. 

U. S.-Italy relations are not expected to as important for the Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi period as it was for 
the Berlusconi period, a close source to U.S. President George W. Bush said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14643  SOURCE: Zaman.com

Bahrainis Urge US To Free Prisoners

By Kanwal Tariq Hameed

ALMOST 400 letters expressing concern and calling for action over the continued detention of more than 500 men, 
including three Bahrainis, at Guantanamo Bay were posted to US and Bahraini government officials by Amnesty 
International (AI) Bahrain yesterday.

The letters, signed by members of the Bahraini public and collected by AI Bahrain, were posted to American 
Ambassador William Monroe and Bahrain Foreign Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa. 

128

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14643
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14603


Another 600 letters are expected to be posted within the next week as part of increasing efforts to secure the release 
of detainees, organisers said. 

The letters also call on both parties to take "whatever action is necessary" to bring Bahraini detainees home as soon 
as possible.

The three Bahrainis currently held at Guantanamo Bay are Isa Al Murbati, aged 42, Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 32, 
and Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi, 24.

Bahraini MP Shaikh Mohammed Khalid thanked AI activists and individuals in Bahrain for their efforts to release them. 

The letters are also part of events organised by AI Bahrain to mark the United Nations (UN) International Day in 
Support of Victims of Torture, which falls on June 26, AI member Nabeel Rajab said. 

"More than 2,100 people from all over the world have signed a petition calling for the US government to shut down 
Guantanamo Bay," AI Bahrain co-ordinator Nasser Burdestani added. 

Meanwhile, a Bahrain-based 10,000 Voices for Justice Petition also calls for the release of all detainees or for them to 
be brought to trial in line with international standards if there are charges against them.

Launched by AI Bahrain on June 6, the petition will be sent to the US Congress once 10,000 signatures have been 
collected. 

Appeal

New York-based lawyers for Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay have also reiterated a plea for continued efforts 
from Bahrain to work for their release - especially after the deaths of three detainees last week.

"When we first heard about the deaths we were worried that Juma Al Dossary was perhaps among those who died," 
legal team head Joshua Colangelo Bryan said. 

"While we are relieved that this was not the case, our grave concern for him and for the others at Guantanamo has 
only grown because of this weekend's events. 

"Unfortunately, we are not permitted to speak with Juma, Isa or Salah over the telephone so will have to wait until 
our next visit to Guantanamo to determine how they are.

"Again, we implore all those in Bahrain who have our clients' interests at heart to do everything possible to bring our 
clients home - the situation at Guantanamo could not be more critical. 

"Our clients are in desperate need of help that can only be provided by their countrymen."

The deaths of the three detainees, who are said to have hung themselves at the prison camp last Saturday, 
"underscore the truly desperate nature of the situation at Guantanamo," he added. 

"The men there have been held for over four years without trials, without fair hearings and, in many cases, without 
even being accused of taking any violent actions. 

"Some of these men, including some of our clients, have been told that they will be held at Guantanamo forever, that 
they will never see their families again and that at Guantanamo they have no rights. Such circumstances can only 
cause hopelessness and despair."

Bahrainis Abdulla Al Nuaimi, 24, Adel Kamel Hajee, 41, and Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, 27, were released 
from Guantanamo Bay last November. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14641  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Yemen Asks U.S. to Probe Gitmo Detainee Death
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By Observer Staff

SANAA - Yemen called on Thursday for a further investigation into the death of a Yemeni detainee at Guantanamo 
who the U.S. military said committed suicide. Reuters quoted the state news agency Saba as an official source said 
the death “reflects the inhumane condition of detainees in Gitmo (Guantanamo)’. The U.S. military had identified the 
Yemeni as Ali Abdullah Ahmed and said he and two Saudi detainees had hanged themselves with clothes and 
bedsheets in their cells. 

They were found dead on June 10, the first prisoners to die at the base in Cuba since Washington began sending 
suspected Al-Qaeda and Taliban captives there in 2002. The Yemeni authorities asked the United States to conduct 
another probe into the incident, the official source said. “The Yemeni government is very worried over the fate of 
other Yemenis and different nationals in the U.S. camp,” the official said, adding that it also asked for detainees to be 
handed back to their countries for trial. The families of the three detainees have questioned the circumstances of their 
deaths, saying the men, all devout Muslims, would not have committed suicide. 

Islam prohibits suicide and promises harsh, after-life punishment for those who take their own lives. The deaths 
renewed criticism of the base, which many human rights groups and some governments say should be closed. Almost 
all the prisoners at Guantanamo are being held without charge and some have been detained for more than three 
years. There have been many previous suicide attempts at Guantanamo, where the U.S. military holds 460 foreigners 
captured mainly in Afghanistan during the U.S.-led war there to oust the Taliban and Al-Qaeda after the September 
11 attacks. Yemen has cracked down on militants at home and positioned itself as an ally of the United States in its 
“war on terror”, Reuters said.  

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14639  SOURCE: Yemen Observer

Guantanamo: New Call For Closure as Bodies Returned

By Severin Carrell, Robert Verkaik and Andrew Buncombe 

The bodies of three Guantanamo inmates found dead in their isolation cells just over a week ago have been sent back 
to the Middle East, amid demands for an independent investigation into how they died. 

The reported suicides of the three men, two Saudis and a Yemeni, were the first at the camp, sparking a fresh round 
of demands for the facility to be closed down. Yesterday, relatives of the Yemeni man, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 28, 
refused to bury his body until an autopsy had been carried out. Yemeni legal authorities have also demanded an 
independent investigation into his death by the US, while clerics in his home town described him during Friday prayers 
as a "martyr".

Lawyers and civil rights campaigners claim the Bush administration is in disarray over its handling of Guantanamo 
ahead of a crucial decision by the Supreme Court over the legal rights of the camp's 460 detainees, due within the 
next 12 days. The deaths of the three inmates, including the Saudis Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi, 30, and Yassar 
Talal al-Zahrani, 21, last week forced President Bush to say publicly that he too wants to see the base closed.

Guantanamo was "locked down" and visiting journalists were expelled in the wake of the deaths, which also forced the 
Pentagon to suspend plans for a series of military tribunal hearings into detainees alleged to be significant al-Qa'ida 
and Taliban members.

The first case to be abandoned involved one of at least eight British residents in Guantanamo, Binyem Mohammed, a 
Pakistani-born detainee who had studied for seven years in Britain. He and other British residents have made suicide 
attempts in recent months. One lawyer said he was struck by the mood of "despair and depression" at the base.
Tomorrow an all-party group of MPs will hear allegations that the UK government was complicit in the "rendition" of 
Mr Mohammed from Pakistan to Morocco, where he allegedly endured 18 months of "severe" torture before being 
taken to Cuba.

The camp's fate will overshadow President Bush's visit to Europe this week, a State Department legal adviser has 
admitted. John Bellinger, speaking in Paris, said the President was not due to give a clear date for closing the base. 
But, he added: "He's very aware of the concerns in Europe and elsewhere about Guantanamo, about the damage, 
frankly, that it does to the image of the United States.

"The difficulty... is the dilemma about what to do with the people who are there." Despite the calls for its closure, he 
said, "no one has suggested what should be done with the people who are there."
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His remarks reflect the problems in releasing some 120 Guantanamo inmates who cannot safely be sent to their home 
countries because they risk being tortured or killed there.

No foreign government has yet agreed to accept third-party nationals in their countries, except Albania, which has 
taken five ethnic Muslim Chinese Uighurs.

The US refuses to allow any detainee on to the US mainland. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14635  SOURCE: The Independent

Guantanamo Detainees Not Given Access To Witnesses

But in one case, 3 quickly found
By Farah Stockman and Declan Walsh, Globe Staff and Globe Correspondent 

GARDEZ, Afghanistan -- The US government routinely failed to give detainees at Guantanamo Bay access to witnesses 
who might have helped them prove their assertions of innocence, saying it could not locate the vast majority of the 
witnesses the terror suspects requested at special military hearings.

But within a three-day span, a Globe reporter was able to locate three of those witnesses in the case of one detainee. 
The Globe found two of them in Afghanistan, and located a third in Washington, D.C., where he is teaching at the 
National Defense University.

In 2004, after a Supreme Court ruling, the US military was forced to give hearings to more than 500 prisoners being 
held without charge at the US detention facility in Cuba. At the time, the military pledged to try to locate defense 
witnesses to give testimony for those hearings, but later routinely reported that they could not be found.

A Globe review of the transcripts of the hearings, which were released to the public in March, identified 34 detainees 
who convinced tribunal officials that their overseas witnesses would provide relevant testimony.

But in all 34 cases, detainees were told at their hearings that their witnesses could not be found. Nearly all of those 64 
approved witnesses were deemed ``unavailable" because the governments of the country where the witnesses lived 
did not respond to a State Department request for help in locating them.

Military investigators and State Department officials did not even contact witnesses who were well known to US 
authorities.

In one case, the State Department said that it could not locate Ismail Khan , the well-known minister of energy in 
Afghan president Hamid Karzai's cabinet, who meets frequently with American diplomats.

In another case, tribunal officials said they could not contact a prisoner in US custody in Bagram, Afghanistan, 
because the US officials holding him failed to respond to their inquiries. The tribunal records also show that the time 
period allowed by the tribunals to find the witnesses was often brief. In some cases, tribunal officials declared 
witnesses unavailable after two weeks.

In the vast majority of cases, detainees had to rely on the jailhouse testimony of fellow prisoners at Guantanamo, 
whose credibility is deeply in question, or on letters from family members.

Defense lawyers say the absence of witnesses at the hearings made it harder for any innocent detainee to prove that 
he was the victim of a mistake. Out of nearly 380 detainees who participated in the process, only 38 managed to win 
their release.

The status of the Guantanamo detainees received new attention following the suicides of three prisoners June 10, 
after months of hunger strikes by scores of detainees to protest the US military's refusal to grant them hearings under 
usual criminal procedures. The Pentagon considers the detainees to be terrorists or Taliban fighters captured in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere after the Sept. 11 attacks.

The military did not initially intend to allow detainees to challenge their status through hearings or to be able to call 
witnesses. But in June 2004, the Supreme Court ruled that prisoners at Guantanamo had to be given a chance to 
prove their innocence, either in US federal court or in special military hearings.
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To satisfy the court ruling -- and to keep the cases out of federal court -- the military quickly set up ``Combatant 
Status Review Tribunals" in which detainees could challenge their status as ``enemy combatants" and call witnesses 
who were ``reasonably available."

The tribunals, which began in the fall of 2004 and concluded in early 2005, represented the only opportunity for the 
vast majority of detainees to call witnesses to try to prove contentions of mistaken identity or misinformation. (Only 
10 detainees have been granted formal trials, which provide a second opportunity for a defense.)

Detainees' lawyers were barred from participating in the hearings. But Gordon England, then the secretary of the 
Navy, who oversaw the creation of the tribunals, pledged to reporters at the time that the US government would 
make good-faith efforts to find the witnesses, and that he would ask US embassies to help locate witnesses overseas.

``We will ask them to, and I expect people will do their jobs," England said, explaining that witnesses would either 
testify in person or be asked to submit written statements.

The State Department's role was merely ``to pass information to host governments," according to department 
spokesman Tom Casey. ``The US government did not physically go out and try to locate these witnesses," said a 
State Department official who asked not to be identified because he was not authorized to speak to the press. ``We 
relied very heavily on the governments to run down these witnesses. Some governments were not as cooperative."

Another State Department official, who also asked not to be identified, said the US government would have paid for 
some witnesses to be transported to Cuba to testify, but that detainees failed to provide enough details to locate 
them.

The two State Department officials also said that some witnesses were found but that they opted to provide written 
statements instead of testifying in person. Yet, thousands of pages of transcript hearings reveal fewer than 10 such 
witnesses, most of them prisoners in US custody.

Pentagon spokesman Lieutenant Commander Chito Peppler said the Defense Department did not keep track of how 
many witnesses were located. He acknowledged that no overseas witness had ever been brought to testify on the 
base.

The detainee whose witnesses the Globe located is Abdullah Mujahid, a former Afghan provincial police commander 
arrested by US troops in July 2003. The US military maintains that Mujahid ``was fired from his appointed position 
due to suspicions of collusion with anti-government forces" and that he later attacked US troops in retaliation, 
according to the transcripts. Mujahid's defense was that he was promoted to a highway security job, not fired, and 
that he had always been friendly to American forces.

He requested four witnesses in Afghanistan, including the country's Interior Minister at the time, but was told that 
none could be contacted.

``The Afghan government was contacted on or about 26 November, 2004," the tribunal president told him, according 
to the transcript. ``As of this date, the Afghanistan government has not responded to our request. . . . Without the 
cooperation of that government, we are unable to contact those witnesses and to obtain the testimony you 
requested."

But in Afghanistan earlier this month, a reporter for the Globe located three of the four witnesses in a matter of days. 
The fourth witness is dead.

A phone call to President Karzai's office quickly led to Shahzada Masoud , an adviser to Karzai on tribal affairs. Masoud 
led an official delegation in May 2003 to Gardez, Mujahid's hometown about two hours south of Kabul, the capital, to 
persuade him to step down as police chief, a post in which he had served at the request of local elders since the fall of 
the Taliban regime in 2001.

Masoud said in an interview in Kabul that the move was part of a larger effort by the central government in Kabul to 
assert control across the country. Although Mujahid did not want to leave his post, and initially prevented his 
successor from entering the city, he eventually accepted and was given a lavish transfer-of-power ceremony attended 
by government dignitaries, Masoud said. American troops arrested Mujahid weeks later at his home.

A second witness, Gul Haider, the defense ministry representative who took part in Masoud's delegation, was found 
after the Globe obtained his phone number from a government official in Gardez. In an interview, Haider confirmed 
Masoud's account. He said that Mujahid had been promised a job protecting the highways in Kabul as a reward for 
leaving his post.
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Haider, a former commander in the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance, described Mujahid as an ally of US troops, not a 
Taliban sympathizer. He recalled that Mujahid gave 30 of his own men to assist an American-led operation to clear 
Taliban members from a mountain cave in an area known as Shahikot in March 2002.

Haider said he had never heard any information that would lead him to believe that Mujahid turned on his former 
American allies, as was alleged at the hearings. Instead, he said, tribal and political rivalries probably landed Mujahid 
in Guantanamo -- with someone making false accusations. ``Afghanistan has many problems -- between tribes, 
communists, the Taliban," he said. ``That's why people like Abdullah [Mujahid], who are completely innocent, end up 
in jail."

The e-mail address for the third witness, former Afghan Interior Minister Ahmed Ali Jalali, was found with one call to 
the Interior Ministry. A quick Google search would have also located him: He is in Washington, D.C., teaching at the 
National Defense University.

Jalali, the man who made the decision to remove Mujahid from his post, said he wanted him ousted because of 
corruption and ``bullying," not sympathies with the Taliban or Al Qaeda. He said he had been on the verge of 
appointing Mujahid chief of a regiment of highway police, but that he changed his mind after he learned that Mujahid 
had stolen some police equipment.

Jalali said he learned months later that Mujahid had been taken to Guantanamo Bay because he was suspected of an 
attack on a provincial reconstruction team.

``I heard this, but I do not know the details," he said. ``I cannot pass judgment on this."

Mujahid's home in Gardez, a single-story building inside a high wall compound beside a field of swaying wheat, is well-
known and easy to find. His relatives there are eager to show visitors a videotape of the ceremony during which he 
handed over power shortly before his capture.

The videotape, viewed by the Globe, shows the governor of Paktiya province at the time, Raz Muhammad Dalili, 
praising Mujahid in front of uniformed police officers and dignitaries, including Haider and Masoud.

``We have respect for Abdullah Mujahid, who brought peace and security to our province," the governor tells the 
audience. ``We are very grateful to him."

Other senior officials in Afghanistan's government support Mujahid's account.

The director of the Interpol Section of the Afghan National Police, General Ali Shah Paktiawal, said: ``He is innocent . 
. . Some people have given false information about him and that's why this problem has come up."

Taj Muhammad Wardak , who served as governor of Paktiya in 2002, said Mujahid ``had no contact with any 
terrorists or insurgents."

Wardak, who also served as interior minister, said that lies and rivalries had sent many innocent Afghans to 
Guantanamo Bay.

``I can tell you that most of the Afghans there are innocent," he said. ``You can investigate these people here. There 
is no need to send them to Guantanamo. It is a great sadness between our countries that will last for many years."

Walsh reported from Afghanistan and Stockman from Washington. Charlie Savage of the Globe staff also contributed 
from Washington.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14634  SOURCE: Boston Globe

Yemen Family Wants Guantanamo Inmate's Death Probed
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Reuters

SANAA (Reuters) - The family of a Yemeni prisoner said to have committed suicide at the U.S. Guantanamo Bay 
prison is refusing to bury him, demanding an investigation into his death, the family lawyer said on Saturday.

U.S. authorities said on Friday it handed over the body of Ali Abdullah Ahmed and those of two Saudi inmates it says 
committed suicide at the prison in Cuba last week.
 
Their families have questioned the possibility that the men, all devout Muslims, have taken their own lives, saying that 
would amount to a major violation of the Islamic faith.

"The family ... is refusing to bury him and are asking for an autopsy to know the real reason behind his death," Khaled 
al-Ansi, also a human rights activist, told Reuters.

Muslims believe that the utmost honor and respect that can be given to the dead is to bury them as quickly as 
possible.

The U.S. military has said the three detainees had hanged themselves with clothes and bed sheets in their cells. They 
were the first prisoners to die at the Guantanamo base in Cuba since Washington began sending suspected al Qaeda 
and Taliban captives there in 2002.

Ansi said Yemen's public prosecutor has approved a request by Ahmed's family to investigate the death.

Last Thursday, Yemen said it had asked the United States to probe the incident and expressed concern over the fate 
of other inmates still held at the facility.

The deaths increased pressure on the United States to close down the facility. Almost all the prisoners at Guantanamo 
are being held without charge and some have been detained for more than three years.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14631  SOURCE: Reuters via Washington Post

Saudis To Probe Guantanamo Deaths

Saudi authorities have ordered post-mortems on the bodies of two nationals repatriated from the US prison camp in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

At the same time,the family of a Yemeni prisoner said to have committed suicide at the prison is refusing to bury him, 
demanding an investigation into his death.

Nahez Ghazi al-Otaibi, cousin of dead Saudi detainee Maniy bin Shaman al-Otaibi, said on Saturday that "with our 
agreement, the authorities ordered post-mortems on the two bodies to establish the real cause of death before they 
are handed back to us".  

The bodies arrived in Riyadh in the early hours yesterday and have been transferred to a hospital in the capital. 
“Doctors there will examine them to ascertain the cause of death,” said Interior Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. 
Mansour Al-Turki.

The families of the deceased have been informed. The men’s families have questioned the circumstances of their 
deaths.

“They called us early yesterday morning to informed us of the body’s arrival. Yesterday afternoon we were told to go 
to Riyadh to identify the body,” said Al-Utaibi’s uncle who did not want to provide his name.

The families of both Otaibi and the other dead Saudi, Yasser Talal al-Zahrani, were able to see their bodies shortly 
after their repatriation by the US authorities, the cousin added.

He renewed the families' accusations that the US account that the pair hanged themselves in their cells along with 
Yemeni detainee Ali Abdullah Ahmed was a cover-up.

"My cousin ... was a good Muslim," Otaibi said in allusion to the religion's prohibition on taking's one's own life.
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"He was one of the most tortured of Guantanamo detainees ...  because he refused to co-operate with his US 
interrogators," he  added, citing the testimony of former Guantanamo detainees held with him.

"That's why he was banned from writing to his family who received just a single letter from him by mail."

Yemeni demands

In Yemen, the family of Ali Abdullah Ahmed is refusing to bury him, demanding an investigation into his death, the 
family lawyer said on Saturday.

Khaled al-Ansi, also a human rights activist, said "the family ... is refusing to bury him and are asking for an autopsy 
to know the real reason behind his death".

Ansi said Yemen's public prosecutor has approved a request by Ahmed's family to investigate the death.

Last Thursday, Yemen said it had asked the US to probe the incident and expressed concern over the fate of other 
inmates still held at the facility.

Outrage

US officials aroused worldwide outrage by describing the three suicides, the first in Guantanamo since the detention 
camp's opening  in 2002, as "an act of asymmetric warfare" and "a good PR move".

The Pentagon on Tuesday rebuffed calls for an outside investigation into the June 10 suicides, saying the US military 
could review the situation itself.

But human-rights watchdog Amnesty International called for an independent investigation as "a matter of absolute 
urgency".

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14630  SOURCE: AlJazeera, Arab News

A Prison We Need to Escape

By David Ignatius

When I hear U.S. officials describe the suicides of three Muslim prisoners at Guantanamo Bay last Saturday as 
"asymmetric warfare" and "a good PR move," I know it's time to close that camp -- not just because of what it's doing 
to the prisoners but because of how it is dehumanizing the American captors. The American officials spoke of the dead 
prisoners as if they inhabited a different moral universe. 

That's what war does: People stop seeing their enemies as human beings and consign them to a different category. It 
was discomfiting to see this indifference stated so bluntly, and subsequent U.S. statements tactfully disavowed the 
initial ones. Burn The LiberalsWe might call it the Guantanamo syndrome -- this process of mutual corrosion and 
dehumanization. The antidote is to get inside Guantanamo, to see the prisoners as individuals and begin to make 
distinctions. That's why due process for the detainees is so important -- because it will allow courts to distinguish 
between prisoners who are vicious killers and deserve the harshest punishment, and those who may be innocent of 
any terrorist crimes. We need to stop seeing everyone in the same orange suits. 

A start in re-humanizing these prisoners is a remarkable book called "Enemy Combatant" by Moazzam Begg, a British-
born prisoner who was released in 2005 after nearly two years in solitary confinement at Guantanamo. The book 
appeared this year in Britain, and an American edition will be published in September by the New Press. It came to 
my attention because the publisher asked me to write a brief foreword. Begg is a radical Muslim, but there is no 
evidence he was an active member of al-Qaeda or that he engaged in terrorist operations. 

He grew up in a Pakistani family in Birmingham, England, attended a Jewish primary school and as a kid listened to 
UB40. He drifted toward radical Islam as a young man and began raising money for Muslim fighters in Bosnia, 
Chechnya and Afghanistan. In 1998 he traveled to Pakistan, and in 2001 he moved his family to Kabul, where he 
supported the Taliban. Begg was seized in Islamabad in January 2002. Though he was never charged with any crime, 
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he was held for three years -- at Kandahar and Bagram in Afghanistan and then at Guantanamo. In one early 
interrogation at Bagram, he says, an FBI agent told him: "After 9/11, Moazzam, the rules changed. We have new 
laws, and according to them, you're already convicted." What's chilling about that line is that it was essentially true. 
"It is considered a sin in Islam to despair," he writes, but after he was transferred to a solitary cell at Guantanamo in 
2003, Begg began to crack. 

The guards seemed obsessed with preventing suicide. Begg received an odd plastic blanket, for example, and later 
learned that it was a "suicide blanket" that couldn't be torn up to make a noose. When guards found paint chipped in 
his cell, they worried that he was trying to poison himself. A prison psychiatrist explained to Begg that there had 
indeed been suicide attempts: "She told me there were people who'd lost all sense of time, reason, reality; people 
who had been kept in a solitary cell, completely blocked off with no window, eight foot by six, like mine, but with 
absolutely nobody to speak to, nobody. She said some of them just ended up talking to themselves." A despairing 
Begg writes at one point to his father back in England: "I still don't know what crime I am supposed to have 
committed. . . . I am in a state of desperation and I am beginning to lose the fight against depression and 
hopelessness." What gives me hope -- not just for Begg but for all of us -- is that he never lost his humanity at 
Guantanamo. 

He talked constantly with his American guards, asking where they were from, what they wanted out of life. When 
guards made racist remarks, he shamed them by answering back in perfect English. He describes a guard named 
Jennifer from Selma, Ala., who painted her fingernails black and dressed like a Goth on weekends, and who once 
confided: "I don't know if they've ever accused you of anything. But I know y'all can't be guilty." Begg says of her: 
"She left me with a lasting impression. All Americans were not the same." When we think about Guantanamo, we 
need to follow that same rule. The prisoners aren't all the same, except in one sense: They are human beings and, as 
such, they have basic human rights. That recognition is our own escape from Guantanamo.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14647  SOURCE: Yemen Observer

Bush’s Guantanamo Bay Torture Centre: Free David Hicks!

Pip Hinman 

Alfred McCoy, an expert on the CIA and its history of torture and a professor of history at the University of Wisconsin, 
slammed foreign minister Alexander Downer on the ABC’s June 13 Lateline program for claiming that Australian 
prisoner David Hicks was being treated humanely at the US prison camp in Guantanamo Bay. 

“Guantanamo is not a conventional military prison. It’s an ad hoc laboratory for the perfection of the CIA psychological 
torture”, McCoy said. Asked by the ABC’s Tony Jones to comment on the suicides of the three prisoners on June 10, 
McCoy said that the prison was designed to “break down every detainee” and “produce a state of hopelessness and 
despair that leads, tragically, sadly in this case to suicide”. 

Downer was asked by the ABC whether he was concerned that Hicks may attempt suicide. Downer’s deadpan 
response: “I’m satisfied that his health and welfare are fine.” The only complaint the minister said he had heard of 
was that Hicks had a sore back. 

“To say that David Hicks has not been tortured ... represents an ignorance of what torture is, particularly what 
psychological torture is”, McCoy told Jones. 

Given the time Hicks has spent in solitary confinement, McCoy said that there was no doubt he is suffering “untold 
psychological damage”, and that he will need “a great deal of treatment” for the rest of his life. “[Hicks] was put in an 
extreme form of solitary confinement for 244 days ... His contact [was] limited to once a week visits with his military 
chaplain ... That’s an extreme form of sensory disorientation. That leads to tremendous psychological damage.” 

McCoy said that Hicks’s civilian attorney, Joshua Dratel, recently found him to be in “a severely damaged and stressed 
psychological state”. David’s father, Terry, told Green Left Weekly that David’s Pentagon-appointed lawyer Major 
Michael Mori had told him his son spends 22 hours a day locked up. “From what I can gather he can’t talk to anyone”, 
Terry told GLW. He added: “He’s not well; he’s not eating because he’s lost the desire to eat, and mentally he’s not 
very well. Just being in Guantanamo Bay is a form of torture.” 
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His son has been imprisoned since December 2001 after he was captured in Afghanistan. He has been charged with 
conspiracy to commit war crimes, attempted murder and “aiding the enemy”. He has pleaded not guilty on all counts. 
Terry isn’t surprised his son may have “incriminated” himself given the torture he has had to endure, including being 
injected with unknown substances. “They say he did these things, but he had no lawyers present when his statement 
was taken. Let’s see them prove it”, he told GLW. 

Hicks is the sole Australian imprisoned at Guantanmo Bay after Mamdouh Habib was released in January 2005 without 
being charged. 

Hicks’s legal battle to be freed has proven very difficult. However he had a win when the US Supreme court ruled that 
Guantanamo Bay was US territory, so prisoners do have a right to have their cases heard by civilian courts. The Bush 
administration wants to try the prisoners it charges before military commissions. So far, only 10 detainees have been 
charged. 

Another landmark case, Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, tests the legality of the US military commissions. Hicks is a co-litigant 
in the case. The commissions have been roundly criticised for being illegitimate, including by the United Nations 
Committee Against Torture (which has called for Guantanamo to be closed) and the British attorney-general, as well 
as a host of Australian judges led by John Dowd, a former NSW attorney-general. 

However, in an unexplained move following the Guantanamo suicides, the US defence department announced it was 
suspending the military tribunals “until further notice”. Terry has mixed feelings about this: it’s a blow against the 
attempt to use kangaroo courts to try the prisoners at Guantanamo, but it may also extend the time his son stays 
there. 

Hicks, whose mother is British, is trying to gain British citizenship in the hope that the Blair government will pressure 
the US to release him, as it did last year for nine Britons who were imprisoned at Guantanamo. 

In January, the British High Court ruled that Hicks was entitled to citizenship and the British Court of Appeal 
reaffirmed this in May. However, Hicks’s lawyers lost their High Court case seeking a mandatory order for the Home 
Office to register Hicks as a citizen on June 15. The case will now go to the Foreign Office, which successfully got the 
nine Britons released last year. 

Meanwhile, the Howard government continues to bury its head in the sand. “I’m sick of hearing them say that David is 
'fit and well’”, Terry said. However he believes think that the international and domestic pressure is beginning to have 
an effect on Canberra. “Soon after the suicides, Australian consular officials rang me to say David was not one of 
them. Previously, they would take weeks to report on David’s health after a visit.” 

Campaigns in several states have helped prick the consciences of some MPs, although not enough to support the 
Greens’ Senate motion on June 12 calling on the federal government to pressure Washington to close Guantanamo 
Bay and return Hicks to Australia for a fair trial. The motion was lost by six votes, with the Liberals, Nationals and 
Family First voting against. 

McCoy believes that David’s “persistence” and “refusal to capitulate” have been critical to the campaign to close 
Guantanamo Bay. Terry says that could be an overstatement, but is proud of the fact that his son is “a thorn in Bush 
and Howard’s side”.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14646  SOURCE: Green Left Weekly

Seeking an Exit Strategy for Guantánamo

By SCOTT SHANE

IF an enemy devised a diabolical plot to darken America's image, it is hard to imagine anything operating more 
efficiently toward that end than the detention camp at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. And last week, after the suicides of 
three inmates intensified condemnation at home and abroad, President Bush mused about whether the camp should 
be closed.

"I'd like to close Guantánamo," the president told a press conference Tuesday, and acknowledged what even close 
allies like the British have argued for some time: "No question, Guantánamo sends a signal to some of our friends — 
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provides an excuse, for example, to say the United States is not upholding the values that they're trying to encourage 
other countries to adhere to."

Yet Mr. Bush insisted that some Guantánamo prisoners are too dangerous to set free, and even the camp's fiercest 
critics admit that shutting Guantánamo and deciding what to do with the remaining 460 prisoners would not be easy. 
Still more problematic is deciding the fate of as many as three dozen so-called "high value" Al Qaeda prisoners held in 
overseas jails overseen by the Central Intelligence Agency.

In fact, the "end game" for detainees, as some in the government call it, requires grappling with problems posed by a 
war with no conventional enemy soldiers, no rules and no clear conclusion.

The challenges include gauging how dangerous it would be to set a particular Islamist radical free; devising trials that 
offer a measure of military justice but not the full protections of civilian courts, and deciding whether to transfer 
prisoners to countries that might free a hardened jihadist or torture a political dissident. 

At stake in the camp's future is more than America's reputation, said Timothy Naftali, a University of Virginia historian 
who has written on American counterterrorism.

He said Guantánamo has become "a wonderful recruitment trigger" for Islamist extremists, as its perceived injustices 
are detailed and magnified on the Web. If there is a security risk in shutting the camp down, there is also a security 
risk in keeping it open, Mr. Naftali said.

American officials made a strategic decision after the Sept. 11 attacks not to treat suspected terrorists either as 
criminal defendants or as prisoners of war, because either option could preclude interrogation to learn of impending 
attacks. One consequence has been to land detainees in a legal netherworld with no obvious exit.

The drive for intelligence, meanwhile, led to aggressive interrogation techniques that some F.B.I. agents and military 
lawyers thought abusive and unwise. In a 2004 memo made public this year by The New Yorker, the Navy's general 
counsel, Alberto J. Mora, described warning colleagues in 2002 that degrading treatment for prisoners would prove 
"almost incalculably harmful to U.S. foreign, military and legal policies."

The administration chose Guantánamo because it is a place outside the American justice system. But American courts 
reached it, with the Supreme Court's 2004 ruling in Rasul v. Bush that federal courts must consider petitions from its 
inmates. 

Now the government and its critics are awaiting the high court's ruling in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, which will determine 
whether Congress can strip civilian judges of their power over Guantánamo cases and whether the inmates can be 
tried as war criminals before special military commissions.

The commissions would allow far greater flexibility than civilian courts in using hearsay evidence, protecting 
intelligence secrets and closing parts of trials, said A. John Radsan, former assistant general counsel at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, but they would probably be used for only a few inmates. The government would have to 
persuade other nations to take the rest.

Some 290 Guantánamo prisoners have been released or sent to their home countries, the Pentagon says. But other 
countries are not eager to take them, especially if America doesn't want them set free, said Scott L. Silliman, director 
of the Center on Law, Ethics and National Security at Duke University law school. "The countries are saying, 'You 
never charged them,' " he said. " 'How do you expect us to charge and incarcerate them on your behalf?' "

Some former inmates return to the battlefield, as American officials fear they will. But the case of five ethnic Uighurs 
from China illustrates another problem as well. American officials cleared them of wrongdoing but did not want to 
return them to China, where they might face prison. They were sent to Albania last month to seek asylum.

Some analysts have proposed other options, like convening a special court under the auspices of the United Nations. 
Mr. Naftali has suggested a high-tech international monitoring system for those released. 

For civil libertarians, it is urgent to come up with a solution to the Guantánamo conundrum and the underlying 
question of how to treat terrorist suspects.

"It's set the cause of human rights back permanently," said Michael Ratner, president of the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, whose lawyers are co-counsels for 200 Guantánamo detainees. "For decades," he said, the recent practices 
"will be a green light for other countries that that want to go off the page of fundamental human rights."
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Mr. Radsan, the former C.I.A. lawyer, offers a more measured critique. He says the secret detainees held abroad are a 
more serious constitutional concern than the Guantánamo inmates, because they have no access to any legal process.

Still, he said, critics need to keep in mind that preventing another terrorist attack also helps preserve civil liberties. A 
major attack on American soil, he said, could prove "devastating" for the justice system, leading to incursions on 
rights that might make Guantánamo's flaws seem modest.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14644  SOURCE: New York Times

Mr Blair Must Join The Calls For Guantanamo To Close

Leader

Consider this hypothetical situation. Three unconvicted terrorist suspects in a maximum security jail, one still a 
juvenile at the time of his arrest, and all assessed at high risk of suicide after several months on hunger strike, 
somehow manage to hang themselves on a prison landing at the same time. It isn't a swift process; they all die slowly 
and in agony through hypoxia, a process that takes several minutes. If it happened in this country, there would be an 
outcry: questions in the House; statements from ministers; perhaps a public inquiry. The focus, justifiably, would be 
on the negligence that had allowed such things to happen and, eventually, heads might roll.

Late on 9 June, that scenario became real in the US detention camp at Guantanamo Bay. The response, from various 
Pentagon and State Department officials, would have made even Orwell blench. The deaths, they suggested, were a 
'stunt' and an 'act of asymmetric warfare'. America had nothing to hide, they insisted. It would be 'transparent'.

Taking them at their word, our reporter, David Rose, obtained clearance to enter the base. But as he was about to 
board a plane, the clearance was revoked; three US reporters already there were expelled. Perhaps the assertions 
about the three dead prisoners were true, although no evidence had been produced. What was certain was that there 
was now no way of finding out.

Last week, Lord Falconer, the Lord Chancellor, went further than any minister to date in condemning the prison camp. 
'Guantanamo Bay is a recruiting agent for those who would attack all our values,' he said on BBC1's Question Time. 
'We live by the rule of law. What Guantanamo Bay is doing is placing people beyond the rule of law, which is 
intolerable and wrong.' Three months ago, Lord Goldsmith, the Attorney-General, also called for its closure, saying 
that this would 'remove what has become a symbol to many of injustice. The historic tradition of the United States as 
a beacon of freedom, liberty and of justice deserves the removal of this symbol'.

We endorse these sentiments wholeheartedly but their impact in America remains limited. In Washington, there is 
only one British politician whose opinions matter: Tony Blair. While he, too, has said Guantanamo should shut, he has 
done so in muted fashion, saying only that it represents an 'anomaly'.

Guantanamo is not merely a 'legal black hole'; it is one that is starting to fill with corpses, immune from all normal 
scrutiny. We have urged Mr Blair to become more forthright on this subject before. If ever the time was right, it is 
now.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14628  SOURCE: The Guardian

Death in Guantanamo

Khaled Almaeena, almaeena@arabnews.com 
  
The alleged suicide of three men held incommunicado — and illegally — at Guantanamo Bay for several years has 
brought the case of all the forgotten detainees there into the spotlight. The US government did neither itself nor its 
image in the world any good by setting up a prison beyond the reach of international observers and in clear 
contravention of what was, until then, the most sacred and most revered American rights and traditions.

I am angry. I am outraged. The Ummah and far too many freedom-loving people in the world have kept silent while 
the unfortunate detainees were being subjected to the severest mental and physical torture in what is simply nothing 
but an American-run hellhole. Abandoned by us all, these poor — and many — innocent detainees have endured a 
horror beyond imagining.
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Disregarding international criticism by human rights groups and repeated calls by international legal bodies, the US 
continues to hold these poor individuals. The indefinite detention with none of the rights afforded to formal prisoners 
of war or criminal suspects has greatly blackened America’s reputation.

While unreservedly condemning the US government, we must also give credit to the many Americans who have not 
only protested and spoken out against their government’s actions but who have also offered help to the detainees as 
much as possible and who have brought cases before US courts.

The description of the alleged suicides of the three Guantanamo prisoners as “a good PR move” by US Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State Colleen Graffy is abominable. “They are smart. They are creative. They are committed. 
They have no regard for life, neither ours nor their own,” said US Navy Rear Adm. Harry Harris. Graffy and Rear Adm. 
Harris stand shamed before the world for their puerile utterances.

There is no case. No proof. No evidence that any of these people were involved in any crime. Many were simply in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. Take the case of five Muslim Uighurs en route to Turkey through Afghanistan; they 
were caught in the crossfire as the US Air Force rained down death and destruction and they fled to neighboring 
Pakistan. 

They were first given hospitality by local tribesmen and then taken to a mosque and handed over to US forces who 
had paid the tribesmen $5,000 for each of them. As is well-known from those who know the history of the region — 
as the Americans most obviously do not — the tribesmen along what is now the Pakistan/Afghan border will sell 
anything and anyone for a price. Another detainee is a young Pakistani who had gone to Kandahar to teach in a 
school. He is now in Guantanamo. The deputy editor of an English-language paper is also being detained in what is no 
more than an American concentration camp.

The foreign forces and the anti-Taleban commanders in Afghanistan were — and are — ignorant. Anyone sporting a 
beard was deemed a Taleban supporter. As for the Saudis, many were doing relief work. A good number were 
encouraged to go there. I remember the Afghan war during the Soviet occupation; young Saudis were given 
encouragement from all levels to go and fight and help their Muslim brothers. The salaries of those who went were 
paid even when they were away. When the war ended, many who returned to Arab countries were viewed with 
suspicion. Some were jailed. There were no programs to reintegrate them into society or to help them adapt. Some 
families shunned their sons and brothers when they returned. Many of the men developed mental problems. Who then 
was to blame? We as a society should have accepted the responsibility and should have tried to do something about 
the problem. When poor innocent people were taken by force to Guantanamo and subjected to the worst mental 
torture, we did the Arab thing and put our heads into the sand. The Americans took their sweet time at reclassifying 
the sufferers as “enemy combatants” rather than prisoners of war since, as prisoners of war, the Geneva Conventions 
would have applied to their treatment.

The detainees were at this time being driven mad. In fact, the US authorities played a devious game. 

They allowed Chinese interrogators to interview Chinese detainees who made threats against them and their families. 
On the way to Guantanamo, the so-called “defender of human rights” stopped at various countries where torture is 
allowed and left many people there for weeks in order to get information from them. All human rights principles and 
conventions were disregarded and shattered by the US.

Now 26-year-old Manie ibn Shaman Al-Utaibi is dead. Yasser ibn Talal Al-Zahrani who was only 17 when he was 
captured is now dead at 22. Put yourself, dear readers, in their shoes. Kidnapped, abused, tortured and not knowing 
for what. We should all be ashamed and I first of all. Where were we? Why was there no outcry from any of us? Why 
didn’t we ask those who claim to be friends of the Arabs in the US to intervene?

This is an indictment of the US and its inhuman policies. It is thus the duty of every Saudi to write to members of the 
US Congress, to legal bodies in the US, to the “friends” of Saudi Arabia and the Arabs and immediately ask them to 
speak strongly in favor of shutting down the concentration camp as well as for the freeing of the innocent detainees. 
And a full and independent investigation — that does not mean an American-controlled one — should take place as 
soon as possible and anyone suspected of foul play, at whatever level, should be held accountable.

Let us not be embarrassed or shy. Our voices should be heard so that pressure will be felt all the way up to those 
responsible for the barbaric tyranny so that they know we are aware of their crimes and hold them responsible. Let us 
make support groups for the families of those held in Guantanamo and for those who died there. Let us work to 
reduce the families’ sufferings and the misery of their uncertainty.

Let me ask the authorities to treat the returning detainees with care and empathy for they are our sons and brothers. 
God bless all those who died in Guantanamo and give patience and forbearance to their families.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14627  SOURCE: Arab News
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Guantanamo Bay Commander Has 'Nothing To Hide'

BY MICHAEL GORDON
Knight Ridder Newspapers

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba - A week ago, deep inside the wire, Col. Mike Bumgarner sounded as if he thought control 
of his prison had slipped away.

Three suicides had rocked Camp Delta. More nooses have been found in his prison. Bumgarner ordered a higher alert. 
All this must stop, he said.

He asked his staff to break into red team/black team. One group tries to anticipate the detainees' next move, the 
other tries to counter it.

"I need the red people checking for me on what the hell is next," he told the room. "I can do some of that. But I'm not 
real good. I need your help."

Later, one of his behavior specialists began to make a point. "Sir, I'm sure you have this under control . . ."

"Trust me," Bumgarner interrupted. "We do not have this under control. If we did, none of this would ever have 
happened."

In a traditionally closed military society, Bumgarner is an open book. In the hours after the suicides, when some of his 
superiors wanted to close ranks, the Kings Mountain, N.C., native kept a promise to throw open the doors on himself 
and his command.

But he also may have jeopardized his career.

Ask Mike Bumgarner about the best year of his life, and he flashes back to Kings Mountain. He was a sophomore just 
hoping to make the team when he beat out a senior to start at quarterback.

He worked hard. He called his own plays. He had a knack of anticipating his opponent's next move.

But that was high school football.

This is Guantanamo Bay.

Here, at America's most controversial beachfront in the War on Terror, Bumgarner has learned that he has no 
playbook to study and he's not universally cheered.

He despises the American atrocities at Abu Ghraib. He is embarrassed by reports of similar activity at Camp Delta 
before he arrived in April 2005.

He believes leadership relies not on rules but core values. So he insists his guards see their prisoners as human 
beings. He says he has helped improve conditions - more clothes, better food. He had made the prison more culturally 
sensitive.

All he wanted in return was the detainees' respect, a little trust, anything to build on.

Instead, he says, he and his troops face a daily jihad.

On May 18, prisoners staged one of the most violent protests in the 4 1/2 years it's served as a prison. Inmates faked 
a suicide attempt and lured guards into the prison's communal area, Camp 4, where they gather. There, the prisoners 
used fan blades and other weapons they'd made to attack the guards, who fired rubber bullets.

Bumgarner later told Fox talk show host Bill O'Reilly: "I trusted them too much. The fans - I should have never let 
fans in that room. Why I ever allowed that to happen, I don't know . . . I was being too nice."
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This year, Bumgarner and his guards have been accused in federal court of using "extremely painful" techniques to 
end hunger strikes. They involve strapping detainees in a chair for two hours and feeding them through a tube in their 
noses.

Bumgarner and his medical director say the techniques are used on prisoners who have endangered their health. The 
colonel says guards use the chair to restrain patients. Doctors then use feeding techniques found in most American 
hospitals, the medical director says.

Suicide attempts have been climbing - 41 attempts by 25 different prisoners. One inmate has tried to kill himself 12 
times.

Prison critics say these are acts of desperation.

Bumgarner calls them acts of terrorism.

He tells of one prisoner defecating in his hand, then slamming it into the face of a guard as she tried to feed him.

He describes the No. 4 cocktails - a combination of urine, feces, semen and spit - that regularly come flying.

He believes he is protecting the world from depraved and dangerous men who challenge his leadership, discipline and 
values. He also must keep them alive.

Yet because of reports of past abuse and the Bush administration's refusal to try the detainees in U.S. courts, he 
knows part of the world sees him as a war criminal, and that a growing number of Americans oppose the very mission 
he holds so dear.

"He's protecting a way of life that only exists in our minds," says Charlotte, N.C., attorney Jeff Davis, a Marine 
Vietnam veteran who represented one of the three dead detainees. "He's protecting something that we used to have 
that we've allowed the government to take away."

Bumgarner believes the government's decision to house prisoners here is not his fight. He has a prison to run, and he 
swears he does it safely, humanely and openly.

Take a look, he tells prison visitors ranging from Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., to Bill O'Reilly. We have nothing to hide.

"I'm not the enemy," he says he tells them. "At some point you just have to trust me."

Kennedy's visit worried, even scared, Bumgarner. GOP Sen. Arlen Specter grilled him for five hours.

"Once they see what we do, and the intelligence we have on these people, you can literally see a change, in their tone 
of voice, in their body language," he says.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., blames interrogation abuses at Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib prisons on legal shortcuts 
taken by the Justice Department to aid the War on Terrorism.

He says Camp Delta, with its Honor Bound motto, is back on the right path.

"(It) speaks to the spirit of those who work under the colonel - from the guards to the interrogators. I'm proud of all 
of them."

"Gate open," a voice calls out. A key goes in a lock. A heavy metal door swings wide to reveal unsmiling guards in 
camouflage. The door closes, a key turns. "Gate locked." The sentries snap off salutes to a superior officer.

"Honor bound, sir."

"Honor bound, soldier."

The camp slogan is "Honor Bound to Defend Freedom." How Bumgarner loves it, loves the work, loves the 1,000 
soldiers and sailors under his command.

He also admits loving a spotlight that hasn't burned so brightly since high school.
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He never saw himself in a uniform - not after that one year at West Point when a bigger world taught him the true 
meaning of lowly.

He found himself doing calculus homework weeks before classes even started. He barely had time to call his girlfriend, 
much less see her. And everywhere he turned, he collided with some rule.

So he left. He's not proud of it. Back home in Kings Mountain, N.C., he remembers his late father, got straight to 
point. "You just threw away a $100,000 education. You got a plan?"

He thought he did: as a football player at Western Carolina. But then the NCAA told him he'd have to wait a year to 
play. There went his scholarship. There went his plan.

He joined Western Carolina University's ROTC to get tuition. He studied criminal justice and dreamed of being a Secret 
Service agent or a football coach. Instead he became a military policeman.

He married the only girl he ever dated. They've had two sons. A quarter century of Army towns and steady 
promotions flew by. "Every year I've been in the Army is the year I was getting out," he says, "All I wanted was to get 
back to North Carolina and be a cop."

And then it's April 5, 2005. Bumgarner gets a call from Gen. Rod Johnson. He accepted Guantanamo Bay on the spot. 
Only later did he talk to his wife.

He thought the job would be easy given all the prison manpower he would wield. He laughs about that now.

Almost immediately, he found himself working 100-hour weeks. He's put on 30 pounds. With Abu Ghraib as impetus, 
he began showing up on cellblocks at all hours, making sure his guards were in control of themselves as well as the 
prisoners.

Before they knew his name, the detainees called him "the man with the bird on his shoulder."

But from the beginning, he says, they fought him. Hunger strikes flared up and grew by the day. No matter how much 
better he made the conditions, he felt his prison kept getting hammered in the press.

He got a phone call. It was the older of his boys, the one that most closely shares his father's reverence for honor and 
duty.

"Dad," he asked, "what are you doing down there?"

Bumgarner was stunned. "For him to challenge me and question whether I was doing anything to compromise my 
integrity and his, well it hurt me very deeply."

The command that once seemed so easy was well on its way to becoming the hardest thing he ever loved.

Just after midnight on June 10, guards in the prison's Camp I radioed blizzard, code for concurrent suicide attempts.

Three detainees had hanged themselves in their cells, ripping apart the extra clothing and bedding handed out by the 
prison to form nooses and ropes. Later, Bumgarner says he was angry his generosity was used against him.

While the Pentagon tried to lock off the military base that day, Bumgarner opened Camp Delta to two Charlotte 
Observer journalists who flew in the same day of the suicides to do a long-scheduled story on the colonel.

For the next two days Bumgarner welcomed the pair in his war room as he and his staff discussed ways to make sure 
more suicides didn't take place.

As he took steps to tighten Camp Delta security, he seemed to enjoy having non-military folks around. He spoke 
candidly - sometimes outrageously so - about his relationship with the detainees, "the brothers" as he calls them. 
"They're nothing short of a damn animal that can't be trusted," he said at one point.

Later, as the faces and numbers of detainees flashed on the screen, he meted out punishment like a judge.

One detainee has thrown his food. Food loaf for 48 hours, Bumgarner ordered.
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Another had fought guards over his clothes. Put him in a smock, the colonel fired back.

To prevent more suicides, he tells his staff: "I want you to keep an eye on the weak-willed folks because life in the 
camps is going to suck awhile."

Bumgarner did not mourn the three deaths.

But he expressed deep disappointment that he had failed to keep them alive.

"I never thought anyone would die here," he said.

Bumgarner joined his visitors for the last time at lunch on Tuesday. He and his senior staff talked about NASCAR, the 
colonel's Sunday night management training, which involved nothing more than potluck and "The Sopranos," and his 
upcoming appearance with Bill O'Reilly. He looked like he needed sleep.

Then, the 6 foot 2, 265-pound Bumgarner put a massive fried pork chop on his plate between two pieces of bread and 
raised it to his mouth.

"In honor of our three dead brothers," he said, before taking a resounding bite.

Bumgarner worships Ronald Reagan, who the Secret Service knew as "Rawhide."

Here in Camp Delta, Bumgarner goes by the same name.

Like the late president, he clearly likes attention.

"Maybe it's like football or a part of my ego, but I get treated differently here," Bumgarner says. "The negative: 
Everything you do is under scrutiny."

He realizes he's much more talkative than many of his peers. He says he has regular run-ins with the military censors. 
He feels he's taken some hits from the media but says he tries to stay "open and proud."

When he wants out of the spotlight, he heads to "O.P. (short for observation point) Rawhide," an old wooden guard 
tower not far from his office. It's 20 rungs to the top and the colonel hates heights, but it puts him above the prison 
wire, gives him some quiet, a breeze and a place to think.

His time here is scheduled to end June 30. His new assignment at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., starts in August. First, the 
sense of failure surrounding the detainees' deaths must burn itself out.

"You know that the Jack Nicholson movie ("A Few Good Men") is right - nobody wants to know what we're doing here. 
It's not pleasant. It's just what we have to do."

For 14 months Mike Bumgarner says he has done all he could to live up to the Camp Delta creed. One morning 
changed everything. He feels as if he's fallen short.

Has it ended his career, he's asked?

"We'll see," he says.

Tuesday night, while packing to leave Guantanamo Bay, I called Bumgarner's cell phone to say goodbye. A strange 
voice answered, I thought I dialed a wrong number, so I hung up.

A few moments later, my phone rang. It was Navy Capt-select Katie Hampf, Bumgarner's second-in-command. She 
now had Bumgarner's phone, she explained, because she was acting prison commander.

She wouldn't say any more. The Pentagon would not talk about Bumgarner's status. A spokesman said Bumgarner's 
decision to allow us to listen in on staff meetings and observe other activities inside the prison "adds to an already 
complex and difficult situation."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14626  SOURCE: Monterey Herald
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Imprisoned in Chaos

The Bush administration has wrecked the system for capturing and holding foreign enemies. How to fix 
it?

NEARLY FIVE years into a war between the United States and Islamic extremists, U.S. policies and practices for 
arresting, holding, interrogating and trying enemy militants are in a state of disarray unprecedented in modern 
American history. They shame the nation and violate its fundamental values. Consider:

· The U.S. military and CIA are holding hundreds of prisoners in Guantanamo Bay, Iraq, Afghanistan and secret 
prisons elsewhere under starkly varying rules and conditions. Some were captured on battlefields, while others were 
turned over by foreign governments without legal process. Most detentions are not governed by any specific U.S. law 
or international treaty, since the Bush administration has refused to apply the Geneva Conventions outside of Iraq.

Some prisoners have argued their cases before military review boards as well as federal judges in Washington; some 
are held incommunicado and have never been visited even by the International Committee of the Red Cross. A 
number of U.S. allies consider these practices immoral or illegal, and this has hampered their cooperation with 
American forces in Afghanistan and elsewhere.

· Guantanamo Bay has become a toxic symbol around the world of U.S. human rights violations, a status magnified by 
recent suicides. No detainees have been transferred there in 21 months, and President Bush has said he would like to 
close the facility. But the Pentagon is spending millions to build a state-of-the-art penitentiary at the base. The 
administration seems to have no plan for how and where it will hold long-term detainees, or those convicted of 
crimes.

· The Bush administration has set aside or evaded the rules for prisoner treatment contained in the Geneva 
Conventions and the Convention Against Torture but has adopted no firm standards of its own. Hundreds of cases of 
abuses of prisoners have meanwhile been recorded since 2001, including dozens of homicides. A revised version of 
the Army's interrogation manual has not been issued, nor has a broader Pentagon directive on detention.

Although Congress last year passed the McCain amendment, which prohibits cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of 
any prisoner in American custody, Bush administration officials have not ruled out the use of practices such as 
"waterboarding," or simulated drowning, which international authorities consider torture.

· The United States has been holding key architects of the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, including Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed and Ramzi Binalshibh, for several years. Yet none of these men has been brought to justice, and there 
has been no decision by the administration about whether, when or how they will be tried. The administration is using 
a system of military commissions to try some of the lesser accused terrorists it is holding at Guantanamo, but not a 
single trial has been completed and the Supreme Court is considering whether to declare part or all of the system 
illegal.

This political and administrative mess stems directly from Mr. Bush's decision in the weeks after Sept. 11 to take 
extraordinary measures against terrorism through the assertion of presidential power, rather than through legislation, 
court action or diplomacy. His intent was to exclude Congress, the courts and other governments from influencing or 
even monitoring how foreign detainees were treated. Senior officials, led by Vice President Cheney, argued that this 
policy would give the administration the flexibility it needed to fight the war effectively. Instead it has done the 
opposite: Mr. Bush's policies have deeply tarnished U.S. prestige abroad, inhibited cooperation with allies and 
prevented justice for al-Qaeda.

Some exceptional practices, and some detentions outside the U.S. criminal justice system or Geneva prisoner-of-war 
regime, are needed to fight a stateless enemy spread around the world. In private and occasionally in public, U.S. 
democratic allies in Europe and elsewhere concede that not every al-Qaeda member captured abroad can be quickly 
charged with a crime or released. But the Bush administration's lawless practices have so discredited it that it has lost 
support even for legitimate anti-terrorist measures. There has been no progress toward building an international 
consensus on how to stop terrorists before they can launch devastating attacks.

These problems grow worse rather than better as time goes by. International criticism of Guantanamo has intensified 
in recent months despite steps by the administration, the Supreme Court and Congress to improve conditions and rein 
in abuses. Meanwhile, the nature of the threat has morphed. The enemies that the United States and its allies now 
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face often are not found on battlefields or in caves within failed states. Many are not affiliated with al-Qaeda but are 
citizens of the countries they attack, such as those who carried out or planned bombings in Madrid, London and 
(based on recent allegations) Canada. The rules for arrest, detention and trial used for al-Qaeda are ill-suited to such 
militants.

The way to repair the system lies in correcting Mr. Bush's exclusion of Congress, the courts and other governments. 
New laws and diplomatic protocols are needed to regulate the detention of some terrorist suspects. Courts must be 
given a role in overseeing those detentions and enforcing existing laws against abusive treatment. Many more 
terrorists should be put on trial, and those trials that are not conducted under the present justice system should be 
governed by statutes that ensure fairness.

In the coming days we will discuss some of the specifics of how this could be done. But there ought to be no question 
about the need to reconstruct the system. The improvised and unaccountable practices of the Bush administration are 
unjust, ineffective and untenable.

This is the first in a series of editorials about the Bush administration's detention and treatment of foreign prisoners. 
The full series will be available athttp://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14624  SOURCE: Washington Post

How US Hid The Suicide Secrets of Guantanamo

After three inmates killed themselves, the Pentagon declared the suicides an act of 'asymmetric warfare', 
banned the media and went on a PR offensive. But as despair grows within the camp, so too does outrage 
mount at its brutal and secretive regime 

David Rose

In Guantanamo Bay's Alpha Block, the night was like any other: sweltering and seemingly endless. Although the 
temperature was down to the high 70s outside, the block's steel roof and walls were radiating heat, and in the two 
facing rows of 24 cells it felt little cooler than it had at midday. 'The nights are worse than the days,' the British 
former prisoner Shafiq Rasul recalled yesterday. 'You hear the rats running and scratching. The bugs go mad and 
there's no air. Especially where that block is: there's no breeze whatsoever.'

According to Guantanamo's rules, a six-person team of military police should have been patrolling constantly, and as 
usual the bright neon lights stayed on. A guard should have passed each detainee's cell every 30 seconds. 'From the 
landing, you can see right into every cell,' said Rasul. 'They don't have doors, just gates made from wide-spaced 
mesh. There's no privacy. If you hang up a towel because you want to go to the toilet, they make you take it down.'

The high degree of surveillance has foiled dozens of previous attempts by prisoners to take their own lives. 'It 
happened in front of me several times. The soldiers would see what was happening and they were in the cell in 
seconds,' Rasul said. But somehow, in circumstances that the Pentagon has succeeded in keeping totally obscure, late 
on Friday, 9 June, three detainees, all weak and emaciated after months on hunger strike and being force-fed, 
managed to tease bedsheets through their cells' mesh walls, tie them into nooses and hang themselves. With the cells 
little taller than the height of a man, they stood no chance of breaking their necks: the only way they could die was 
slowly, by hypoxia.

'That would take at least four or five minutes, probably longer,' said Dr David Nicholl, consultant neurologist at 
Birmingham's Queen Elizabeth Hospital, who has been co-ordinating international opposition to Guantanamo by 
physicians. 'It's very difficult to see how, if the landing was being properly patrolled, they could have managed to 
accomplish it.'

Accomplish it, however, they did. And virtually simultaneously. A little before midnight the bodies of Manei Shaman 
Turki al-Habadi, 30, and Yasser Talal al-Zahrani, 21, both from Saudi Arabia, and of a Yemeni, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, 
29, were found on Alpha Block. How long they had been like that, the Pentagon will not disclose. Their mouths were 
stuffed with cloth, apparently to muffle any cries.

As often before in its four-and-a-half-year propaganda war over Guantanamo, the US military and its masters in 
Washington decided that the best means of defence to what looked - at best - like a case of criminal negligence was 
to go on the offensive. The dead men, said Guantanamo's commander, Navy Rear Admiral Harry Harris, when the 
news broke last Saturday, had 'no regard for human life, neither ours nor their own. They are smart, they are 
creative, they are committed. I believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of asymmetric warfare against 
us.'
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Colleen Graffy, a senior State Department official who recently visited London to make the case for Guantanamo with 
the UK media, called the suicides a 'good PR move' and 'a tactic to further the jihadi cause'. The US government tried 
to distance itself from Graffy's remarks. But early on Sunday The Observer talked to the camp's top Washington spin 
doctor, Lieutenant Commander Jeffrey Gordon, an official in Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's office and the 
Pentagon's chief press officer. According to Gordon, whatever the outcome of the investigation now being conducted 
by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, there was no need to regret the deaths. All three men, Gordon said, had 
been dedicated terrorists: 'These guys were fanatics like the Nazis, Hitlerites, or the Ku Klux Klan, the people they 
tried at Nuremberg.'

He went on to make specific allegations against each: Ahmed had been a 'mid-to-high-level al-Qaeda operative' with 
key links to Abu Zubaydah, an al-Qaeda leader captured in 2002; Habadi had been a 'militant recruiter' who worked 
with a second tier group called Jama'at Tabligh, and knew of operations in Qatar and Pakistan. As for Zahrani, he was 
a 'frontline Taliban fighter' who had played a prominent part in the November 2001 prison uprising in Mazar-e-Sharif, 
in which a CIA man died.

All this may be true. On the other hand, they had not been charged with anything. Questionable as it often is and 
consisting of statements made after torture or coercion, the Pentagon has disseminated some evidence against more 
than 300 Guantanamo detainees, in federal court filings and at internal camp boards that reviewed their detention. 
Against the three suicides, it has presented nothing.

Meanwhile, the information available suggests that the explanation of the deaths rejected by Harris - that the men 
tried to kill themselves through despair and succeeded through the incompetence of his staff - remains more 
plausible.

Rasul said: 'I was shocked by what happened, though not surprised, because I saw it almost happen so often. It was 
always scary: I would see people deteriorating mentally in front of my eyes until they tried to take their own lives, 
and you always thought: "That could be me". There were even times when I thought about it myself, but I wanted to 
be strong for my family. When I did, believe me, it wasn't because I was trying to hurt the United States, but on days 
when I'd just been told I'd never see England again, and that I was a terrorist, and when I denied it they wouldn't 
listen.'

The suicides triggered new calls to close Guantanamo, from the Lord Chancellor, Lord Falconer, the European Union 
and others. But the Pentagon will go to considerable lengths to block any independent scrutiny of what happened.

News of the suicides broke while I was flying to Washington from London, in order to travel to Guantanamo on a 
military flight next day and cover a military commission tribunal. A message on my mobile phone - from a fellow 
reporter, not the Pentagon - said that both had been cancelled. Thus I made the first of many calls to Jeffrey Gordon. 
At first, he could not have been more helpful. To enter Guantanamo, he said, one needed an 'area clearance', and 
because mine had been issued for the tribunal it was no longer valid. However, the press office at Guantanamo or 
Southern Command in Miami might be able to issue a new one, Gordon said. Clearance was not, he pointed out, the 
only problem. Now that the military plane had been cancelled, the only way to reach Guantanamo was on scheduled 
18-seat flights from Florida and Kingston, Jamaica. They tended to be fully booked well in advance.

I teamed up with another British journalist, David Jones of the Daily Mail, to organise clearance and investigate 
flights. By the end of Sunday, we thought we were on our way. Jones found a private charter firm willing to fly us to 
the camp from Kingston. Guantanamo's head of public affairs, Commander Robert Durand, explained in an email he 
was seeking authorisation from Harris. 'He's a pretty open sort of guy,' Durand said, 'and I can't see any reason for 
not granting you clearance since you were coming already.' At 7.30pm one of Durand's staff phoned to say there were 
new clearances. He faxed them a few minutes later.

Next day Jones and I got up at 4am to fly to Miami, where we checked with Guantanamo one last time that everything 
was in order and got on a plane to Kingston. There, at check-in for our private flight, the manager was apologetic. 
'Guys, I'm so sorry. Jeffrey Gordon called me from the Pentagon five minutes ago. Your clearances have been 
revoked.' Over the next 48 hours, I had several heated conversations and email exchanges with Gordon. At first he 
was apologetic: the new clearances had been 'a mistake' and he would try to get us a refund on the plane costs. Later 
he became more aggressive: forgetting that he had advised me to approach Durand at Guantanamo, he claimed that 
we tried to 'get round' the Pentagon by obtaining clearance from a clerk. His last email stated that our conduct had 
been 'ethically questionable, at best'. It was left to Durand to shed a little light. For the time being, he said, his ability 
to issue clearances had been removed and assumed by Rumsfeld's office alone.

Meanwhile, three US reporters at the base were ordered to leave. According to a Pentagon spokesman quoted by the 
US media, the reason was that two barred British reporters - us - had threatened to sue if the Americans were allowed 
to stay. This was, of course, untrue.
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Closing Guantanamo to the media meant there were no reporters there as the Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
team went about its work; none when pathologists conducted post mortem examinations; and none last Friday when, 
after a Muslim ceremony conducted by a military chaplain, the first body - Ahmed's - was prepared to be flown home. 
It was also impossible to gauge the impact of the deaths on the 460 inmates.

Yet our bizarre experience raises a fundamental question: when it comes to Guantanamo, can the world believe a 
single word that Gordon and his numerous cohorts say? There is, to say the least, an alternative explanation for the 
three Guantanamo deaths. Since early 2003, when the Red Cross issued the first of many reports stating that inmates 
were experiencing high levels of depression, there has been mounting evidence that detention there has wrought 
havoc on some prisoners' mental health. It is not so surprising: most prisoners get just two 30-minute periods out of 
their cells - the size of a double bed - each week, except when being interrogated. Some have endured this since 
2002, and have no idea when, if ever, they may leave.

By the time of my own visit in October 2003, a fifth of them were on Prozac and there had been so many suicide 
attempts - 40 by August 2003 - that the Pentagon had reclassified hangings as 'manipulative self-injurious 
behaviours'. Cannily, perhaps, it has refused to give exact statistics on how many SIBs have occurred, claiming that 
since the reclassification there have been (until last week) only two genuine attempted suicides.

Tarek Dergoul, another freed British former detainee, knew two of the dead men well. 'I was next to or opposite Manei 
[Habadi] for weeks, maybe months,' he said, 'and like me his morale was high. He was always up for a protest: a 
hunger strike or a non-co-operation strike. He used to recite poetry, not just Arabic, but English - he knew chunks of 
Macbeth and he taught me how to read the Koran correctly. When you go through that sort of experience with 
someone, you really get to know them. I just can't believe he would take his own life. He would have had to be really 
desperate.' Likewise, Dergoul said, Zahrani was 'a person everyone loved. It's offensive to me to say he could have 
killed himself.' Apart from anything else, all three men would have been deeply aware of Islam's prohibition of suicide.

However, the men may well have been so desperate that they ignored the prohibition - even if, as seems likely, they 
co-ordinated their deaths in the hope of increasing their political impact. Many lawyers who have visited clients at 
Guantanamo have spoken eloquently of their despair: this year a prisoner tried to kill himself in front of his US 
attorney, somehow managing to open his veins, covering himself in blood, as the lawyer watched in horror, unable - 
because of the screen that separated them - to intervene.

Dergoul also suggested how the three may have been able to kill themselves undetected. Sometimes, he said, instead 
of patrolling the guards 'used to sit in their room at the end. It's a long walk from end to end of the block and some 
nights they didn't feel like it: they'd sit in their room, smoking and playing cards. You'd need toilet paper or something 
and you'd yell "MP, MP!" But they wouldn't come - it could be as long as an hour.'

One might, just about, imagine such a scene in a British prison. One can also envisage what might happen if three 
men committed suicide on the same landing at the same time: public inquiries, sackings, outrage. All three had been 
on hunger strike, with few breaks, since the middle of last summer. This meant that, four times a day, they were 
strapped down in restraining chairs so that they could not move their limbs and force-fed through nasal tubes, 
inserted and removed each time - a process the Pentagon's own court documents state causes bleeding and nausea. 
It is not hard to see why that may have made them depressed.

According to newly declassified testimony by another prisoner shortly before the suicides, a guard recently told him: 
'They have lost hope in life. They have no hope in their eyes. They are ghosts and they want to die. No food will keep 
them alive right now.' This prisoner, the former British resident Shaker Aamer, told his lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, 
that the three dead men and other hunger strikers were so ill whenever their feeds contained protein that it went 
'right through them' causing severe diarrhoea.

Last week Rumsfeld got what he wanted: the removal of media scrutiny from Guantanamo's deepest crisis. Potentially 
embarrassing, perhaps very damaging, headlines have been averted, and tomorrow, with the most sensitive tasks in 
the wake of the deaths complete, Guantanamo's public affairs office will resume its chaperoned tours. But the bigger 
costs of shutting out the daylight are making themselves felt.

On BBC1's Question Time last week, Falconer called the camp 'intolerable and wrong', adding that it acted as a 
recruiting agent for those who would attack all our values. Proving his point next day, some former Guantanamo 
detainees suggested the three dead men had been murdered, a claim echoed by their families and the government of 
Yemen next day.

The Pentagon response to the suicides was characterised by panic, smears and blatant obstruction. One might be 
forgiven for thinking that its vehement denials lacked a little weight.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14623  SOURCE: The Observer
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