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Hicks Trial 'Driven By Politics’

Ray Fulcher, Melbourne 

David Hicks’ US military lawyer Major Mike Mori told a packed audience at Melbourne University law school on April 6 
that Hicks’ trial was “politically motivated”. Mori was delivering the law school’s 2006 Alumni lecture, titled “Why 
David Hicks will not receive a fair trial come his day in court”. 

Mori cited the lack of independence from the US government of the military commissions set up to try Hicks and 
others imprisoned at the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay as a major reason the hearings will amount to little more 
than “show trials”. 

He argued that defendants face a situation where those who fought the war against them have set up the justice 
system, created the offences they will be charged with and will now prosecute them under rules they have established 
themselves. 

He said that in the face of worldwide criticisms of the process there had been cosmetic changes — such as the 
prosecutors and “judges” no longer sitting together. The Bush administration also swore in a four-member appeals 
panel. However, according to Mori, one of those sworn in has already said that he believes that detainees are not 
protected by the international laws of war and another is a close associate of US war secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

There is also a lack of fundamental trial protections. Although some of the “formalities” are observed, such as the 
right to silence, they are basically irrelevant given that the military has been able to “interrogate” the detainees for 
years without them having any right to silence. 

The usual rules of evidence are not observed by the commissions and much that a civilian court or a military court-
martial would not allow can be admitted. For instance, sworn evidence given by a witness in an unrelated trial can be 
used against a detainee without them being able to question or test its veracity. 

The prosecution can also declare anything “protected information” and it cannot then be called in the detainee's 
defence. 

Mori also questioned the “information” gathered during the interrogation of detainees. It is normal practice to record 
such interrogations and keep records of the information provided — for intelligence and legal purposes. “None of the 
interrogations of Guantanamo detainees have been recorded”, said Mori. He added that, had they been recorded, they 
could have been brought as evidence for the defence depending on how they were conducted and what was said in 
them — and that is why they weren’t recorded. 

The prosecution has created 33 brand new offences to charge the detainees with. “They were written by the first chief 
prosecutor”, said Mori. So the prosecution not only sets up the system to try the detainees, but acts as legislators in 
creating new offences. 

“I’ve asked what law applies to these commissions, but I still don’t know — the presiding officer won’t say.” The 
prosecution claims the offences are derived from the laws of armed conflict, but Mori pointed out that some of the 
charges, such as conspiracy, are not war crimes. 

Mori also pointed to the selective enforcement of these “laws”. They don't apply to US citizens. He said that recently a 
US citizen had been put on trial in Peru charged with terrorism and was facing a similar military commission. “The US 
government put pressure on Peru until the case was transferred to a civilian jurisdiction, which tells me the US don't 
support military commissions.” 

Mori also mocked the category of “unlawful combatants”. He showed a series of slides of Taliban fighters dressed in 
“civilian clothing”, then US military, CIA and Afghan “allies” also in civilian garb fighting in Afghanistan and asked: 
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“Who is the unlawful combatant?” He showed a slide of a Northern Alliance soldier beating a prisoner and remarked: 
“This guy is committing more of a war crime than anything David has been charged with.”

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13333  SOURCE: Green Left Weekly

Lawyers Bid To Exclude Gitmo Transcripts

KUWAIT CITY (Agencies): Kuwaiti lawyers demanded Sunday that transcripts of interrogations of five former inmates 
of Guantanamo prison by US officers should not be admissible as evidence in a trial underway in Kuwait. “The 
transcripts do not bear signatures of the US officers nor the defendants and thus should not be admissible as legal 
evidence by the court,” defense lawyer Ayedh al-Azemi told the court. The men are accused of fighting against US 
forces in Afghanistan under the former Taleban regime, for which they face a minimum of three years in jail.

Defense lawyers argue that the five committed no crime in Kuwait and had not violated the emirate’s laws. Azemi told 
reporters that the transcripts of the US interrogation, on which the Kuwaiti case was based, were “not a proper 
investigation” but “simple reports that included neither questions nor answers.” Judge Hmoud al-Mutawa made no 
ruling on the issue during Sunday’s brief session and is expected to make his views known only when delivering a 
verdict. The five men were repatriated to Kuwait on November 4 after spending almost four years in Guantanamo 
prison in Cuba, created after the US invasion of Afghanistan amid outrage from civil liberty defenders and human 
rights groups.

The former prisoners are Abdulaziz al-Shimmari, who went on a two-month hunger strike before his release from 
Guantanamo, Adel al-Zamel, Mohammad al-Deehani, Saad al-Azemi and Abdullah al-Ajmi. They were released on a 
500-dinar ($1,700) bail each at the start of the trial on March 5, but Zamel was kept in jail to serve a one-year term 
for another offense. A sixth Kuwaiti, Nasser al-Mutairi, was released in January last year while six more Kuwaitis are 
still detained in Guantanamo. Mutairi was acquitted by the criminal court but was later handed a five-year term by the 
appeals court.

The Kuwaiti police officer who interrogated the men in Kuwait failed to appear in court Sunday to be cross-examined 
by lawyers. The judge ordered him to appear at the next hearing set for May 7. Another defense lawyer Mubarak 
Shimmari told AFP last month that four of the defendants said they were captured in Pakistan by bounty-hunters and 
handed to US authorities in exchange for money. They also denied any links with the former Taleban regime or the Al-
Qaeda network and said they were there either on charity work or for business, he said. A total of 490 people are 
currently detained at Guantanamo Bay, a naval base in Cuba where the United States has held and interrogated 750 
detainees since early 2002.

Four Kuwaiti men, Saad Al-Azmi, Abdul Aziz Al-Shimmari, Abdullah Al-Ajmi and Mohamed Al-Dihani, who were 
released from Guantanamo camp recently, appeared Sunday before the Third Circuit Criminal Court of First Instance 
dressed in civil clothes for the first time after they were released on bail of KD 500 each during the previous session. 
The fifth man, Adel Al-Zamel, was brought in from the Central Prison dressed in the brown prison uniform as he had 
been sentenced to one year in jail in a different case and is currently serving his sentence. The court then adjourned 
its hearing until May 7, 2006 to allow the State Security officer to attend the session to give his testimony and to 
allow the defence team to photocopy the UN report which was included in the case file. 

During the session, the court enquired on the health status of the fourth suspect (Ajmi) to which he replied he was 
alright. Attorney Khaled Al-Mahhan Al-Ajmi requested the court to allow the defence sufficient time to prepare its 
argument. Attorney Mubarak Al-Shimmari who is representing the five suspects, requested the court to release the 
suspects on any guarantee as was the case with suspects of other countries such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other 
states who were released from Guantanamo. 

The Public Prosecution has charged the men with joining the al-Qaeda organization on behalf of the Taleban 
government in a way that could harm Kuwait’s political position. They are also charged then with committing hostile 
acts against a foreign country in a way that could harm Kuwait’s political position. The suspects are also charged with 
collecting donations for an illegal society — Al-Wafaa — which is affiliated to al-Qaeda which is an illegal organization. 
One of the suspects, Abdullah, is also charged with fighting beside the Taleban government fighters against the 
Northern Forces and the Allied Forces in Afghanistan. 

By Moamen Al-Masri - Arab Times Staff and Agencies  
 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13330  SOURCE: Arab Times
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April 11, 2006

Indian Congressmen Demand Gitmo Closed

Havana, Apr 11 (Prensa Latina) Indian legislators have joined the demand to close the illegal US naval base in 
Guantanamo and other US military stations built under the pretext of fighting terrorism.

Some 20 Indian notables signed the call to "End the hypocrisy on human rights" that over 8,000 renowned 
personages, including nine Nobel prizewinners, have signed since March 14.

The document -addressed to "men and women of good will in the world"- urges closing US-run torture centers, 
namely Guantanamo Naval Base, illegally occupied in Cuban territory.

It also calls to end the connivance of the European Union with the Bush Administration on the CIA "terror flights" 
throughout Europe packed with suspects, dissidents and political opponents.

The declaration, found on www.derechos-humanos.com, also urges the Human Rights Council to persuade the EU to 
listen to denouncements by its citizens who have been victims of diverse tortures by the US military.

The lastest signatories are Azzes Pasha, Ajoy Chkraborty, K. Subbarayan, Probodh Panda, C.K. Chandrappan, C. 
Surendran, B. Mehete. S. Sudhakar Reddy, Gurudas Dasgupta, and M. Appaduraj.

The list includes political, union and social leaders A.B. Bardhan, Atal Ke Anhan, Bijendra Keshari, Devendra Reddy, 
Annie Raja and Pallab Sengupta.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13358  SOURCE: Prensa Latina

Actor in Guantanamo Play Denied Access To US

An actor due to perform in a play about Guantanamo Bay has been prevented from entering the US because 
authorities believed he was a terror suspect.

Mohammad Azami, 67, whose stage name is Badi Uzzaman, was to take part in a special performance of the Tricycle 
Theatre’s production of Guantanamo: Honor Bound to Defend Freedom on Capitol Hill, Washington. 

Mohammad plays Azmat Begg, the father of Moazzam Begg. The play, written by Victoria Brittain and Gillian Slovo, is 
based on the words of those imprisoned in Guantanamo and their families. 

Members of the British cast who originally performed the play in Kilburn, north London, in 2004 were due to stage it in 
front of members of the US Congress.

But Mohammad’s work permit allowing him to take part in the performance was delayed. He was told that he had the 
same name as a number of terrorism suspects.

“I’m frustrated because I love this play,” Azami told Socialist Worker. “I am so shocked and hurt by this. It is 
ridiculous.”

Azami added, “I have lived and worked in Britain as an actor for 25 years. They said my name was really common but 
I am the only actor in Britain with the name Badi Uzzaman. 

“It’s really easy to check. Or is it that they are suggesting that everyone called Mohammad is a terror suspect? The 
really ridiculous thing is that I visited the US last year without any problems.
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“I have done nothing wrong and everybody in the company has gone except me. The US think I could be some sort of 
terrorist. 

“I have no problem in calling the US regime terrorist for what they have done in Iraq. They created terrorism and they 
kill and jail innocent people.

“There is an old story about a gate keeper turning down a traveller but letting other people through. 

“When the traveller asks why, the gate keeper replies because you asked ‘why’. That’s how ridiculous this feels.

“I got a phone call from the embassy claiming it was sorting this out. 

“What is it sorting out? It is already too late. So much for US democracy.”

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13357  SOURCE: Socialist Worker

Hicks in Solitary 'To Break His Will'

By PHILLIP COOREY

DAVID Hicks has been thrown back into solitary confinement in what his lawyer says is an attempt by his captors to 
break his will.

Major Michael Mori said the move was aimed at pressuring Hicks to end his resistance to being tried by the 
controversial U.S. military commission process. 

"It's not a disciplinary thing," he said. "There's no logical reason other than to break him." 

Attorney-General Philip Ruddock became aware of the claims yesterday and his spokeswoman said an "urgent cable" 
had been sent to Washington seeking confirmation and an explanation. 

Major Mori, who is in Adelaide with Hicks's U.S. civilian lawyer, Joshua Dratel, said he only learned of the development 
two days ago. 

Hicks, 30, has been transferred to an enclosed cell, is allowed out for just 30 minutes at night every 24 hours, and 
has no access to sunlight. 

The terrorist suspect is fighting his impending trial by military commission through the U.S. civilian courts. 

His trial has been put on hold pending a U.S. Supreme Court decision due in June. But it is likely the delay could last 
until 2007. 

Hicks is also waiting for the outcome of a British Government appeal against a UK court decision to grant him British 
citizenship. 

If successful, Hicks hopes the British Government would secure his release from Guantanamo Bay, as it did other 
British inmates. 

Captured in Afghanistan in late 2001 and sent to Guantanamo Bay, Hicks spent 16 months during 2003 and 2004 in 
solitary confinement. During this period, he spent eight months with no access to sunlight. 

Major Mori said the first stint in solitary confinement reduced Hicks to "a broken man". 

Hicks's father, Terry, shared Major Mori's suspicions and called the tactic disgusting. 

"Maybe the Americans are under a bit of pressure with what the defence team is doing with the process, so they're 
taking it out on David," Mr Hicks said. 
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The Pentagon could not be contacted yesterday. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13353  SOURCE: The Age

 

May It Please the Court

The Pentagon’s chief prosecutor in Guantanamo Bay apologized for upbraiding Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer, 
admitting he had misunderstood what the justice said last month at oral arguments over the legality of the Bush 
administration’s military tribunals for suspected foreign terrorists.

Air Force Col. Moe Davis told a press briefing Tuesday that at the Supreme Court arguments, “Justice Breyer said, in 
talking about the current conflict, ‘this is not a war, at least not an ordinary war’” — and thus, one might infer, 
military commissions operating outside of constitutional rules are illegal. Col. Davis proceeded to read a dictionary 
definition of war and observed, “the day after Justice Breyer said ‘this is not a war,’ headlines read ‘Afghanistan 
Fighting Deadliest in Months.”

But a transcript of the oral arguments showed that Justice Breyer had been summarizing the arguments made by 
lawyers opposing the military commissions, and then asked the government’s attorney to respond. Justice Antonin 
Scalia added that he too was “interested in your answer.”

At his Friday press briefing, Col. Davis said, “I didn’t rate a seat at the oral argument, so I wasn’t there to watch it. I 
heard snippets on the news and read a news account” that didn’t make clear how Justice Breyer prefaced his 
question. “It was my fault for not fully exploring the full context of his statement, so in that regard I apologize to him 
and anyone else that it was inaccurate.”

Ten Guantanamo prisoners currently are charged with war crimes, and Col. Davis said that perhaps 75 of the 490 men 
held here may ultimately face similar prosecutions, depending on how the Supreme Court rules. A decision is expected 
in June. – Jess Bravin

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13348  SOURCE: Washington Wire

Guantanamo Three Face Long Struggle

By Kanwal Tariq Hameed

MANAMA

THE only way for Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay to be freed soon is by diplomatic measures, the closing down 
of the camp or mass releases of prisoners, their lawyers said yesterday. It would take years to secure their rights and 
argue their cases at US federal courts, said New York-based Dorsey and Whitney lawyers Mark Sullivan, Joshua 
Colangelo-Bryan and Christopher Karagheuzoff.

They were speaking at a Press conference organised by Amnesty International Bahrain, held at the Bahrain Bar 
Society in Adliya yesterday.

The lawyers said Bahrain's government, which secured the release of three detainees, should call for the closure of 
the camp to ensure the remaining three do not have to wait longer.

Bahrainis Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, 24, Isa Abdulla Al Murbati, 41, and Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 32, are 
approaching their fifth year of incarceration without trial at the infamous prison camp in Cuba.

They spent seven hours trying to convince Mr Al Dossary not to make another suicide attempt as a result of indefinite 
detention and his confinement conditions during their last visit to the prison, said Mr Colangelo-Bryan.
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Legal proceedings in the US are tied up in court battles over "whether Guantanamo detainees have rights", including 
their right to a trial in US federal courts.

The potential outcome in US courts looks favourable for detainees, but the wait for court proceedings could be a 
matter of years - which is "intolerable," said Mr Sullivan. 

They are hoping the Bahrain government will echo the call of other close US allies for the ultimate closure of the 
prison camp. 

The lawyers will be meeting with Interior, Justice and Foreign Affairs ministry officials as well as the families of those 
still detained and released detainees. 

"The reason for our visit is to impart to the Bahraini people a sense of urgency for the release of the remaining three 
detainees at Guantanamo Bay," said legal team head Mr Colangelo-Bryan.

"We know the government of Bahrain knows how serious the issue is," he said.

The lawyers hope to convey a greater sense of urgency by sharing with government information about their visits with 
the Bahraini detainees. 

"While we might (eventually) prevail in the courts, it is a high price for Juma, Salah and Isa to pay, waiting for the 
courts," said Mr Sullivan.

The Supreme Court decision regarding whether detainees can have their cases heard in US district courts is expected 
to be made in June this year, said Mr Sullivan. 

Even if the US Supreme Court rules in favour of the detainees' right to have their cases tried in US federal district 
courts, "it's a very long road", Mr Karagheuzoff added.

After four years of court battles, the question of detainees' right is still pending, said Mr Colangelo-Bryan.

"Realistically, it could be years before the courts decide whether the human beings at Guantanamo have any rights at 
all," he said. 

The most promising avenues for the release of remaining detainees at Guantanamo Bay are through diplomatic 
measures, the closing down of the camp or mass releases of prisoners, said Mr Colangelo-Bryan.

"Certainly all of the lawyers for Guantanamo detainees would hope that it closes and those detainees would be 
released to their home countries. 

"We would hope that the government of Bahrain and any other country closely allied to the US would continue to call 
for the closure of Guantanamo.

"It is politically untenable to maintain Guantanamo and (for other countries) to have good relations with the US," he 
added. 

The lawyers wrote a letter to the Bahrain Foreign Affairs Ministry informing them of Mr Al Dossary's suicide attempts 
and feelings of hopelessness, and were assured that it was intent on securing the detainees release, Mr Colangelo-
Bryan said. 

"We are grateful for the work it did on behalf of our three clients that are at home and hope for a similar agreement 
between the two very close allies."

Mr Al Dossary has tried to kill himself 12 times, according to the US military and is thought to have attempted to slit 
his own throat as recently as last month. 

Mr Al Murbati has come off his hunger strike after he was strapped to a restraint chair and force-fed a nutritional 
mixture including a laxative twice a day for four days earlier this year, said Mr Karagheuzoff.

Mr Al Blooshi, "a gentle soccer fan who wants to be a teacher", should have been the first person to leave for Bahrain, 
said Mr Sullivan.
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"He is a classic case of an innocent person being in the wrong place at the wrong time."

The three Bahrainis released from Guantanamo Bay on November 5 last year are Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al 
Khalifa, 27, Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi, 24, and Adel Kamel Hajee,41. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13347  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Bahrainis Still Being Tortured in Guantanamo

From Hemu Gorde (Our correspondent)

MANAMA — The three Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay are still being tortured, and with the fate and the date 
of the verdict on the Detainee Treatment Act is not clear and since the legal battle may take years considering the 
slow legal process in the US, diplomatic dialogue would be the best possible way for a comparatively early release, 
lawyers representing the detainees said here yesterday.

In November 2005, the US authorities released only three Bahraini detainees — Shaikh Sulman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 
Adel Kamel Haji and Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi — as free men after a series of negotiations by the kingdom's 
government with the concerned US authorities, while holding the other three Bahrainis at Bay prison in Cuba.

Addressing a Press conference organised by the Amnesty International (Bahrain) in the presence of its representative 
Nabeel Rajab, the US lawyers also noted that the remaining three Bahraini detainees — Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 
Isa Al Murbati and Salah Abdulrasool Al Balooshi — are undergoing extreme mental and physical torture, so much so 
that Al Dossary has attempted suicide attempts several times while Isa had been forced to end his hunger strike to 
avoid further unbearable physical torture.

The three lawyers — Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, Mark Sullivan and Christopher G. Karagheuzoff — from the New York-
based Dorsey and Whitney law firm, who are fighting the cases of the three Bahraini detainees said that the US 
government is putting strong obstacles in the process of the release of their clients while the military is continuing 
with its torture of the prisoners there.

They said that the "recent changes in the law prevent the detainees from fighting their cases in the court of law in the 
US, and that they would only be tried by the military.

However, none of the detainees has ever been tried and the charges against them are not released by the military.

At this point, the lawyers are left only with fighting to establish whether the changes are legal or not. And it will 
probably take a long time." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13346  SOURCE: Khaleej Times

Vermont Lawyers Represent Guantanamo Detainees

The Associated Press 
 
BURLINGTON — Bob Rachlin first heard from Djamel Ameziane when he got a postcard in early 2005. The note from 
the 38-year-old Algerian was in French, which Rachlin speaks. Ameziane said he wanted a lawyer.

Ameziane is one of 490 people deemed enemy combatants whom the U.S. government is holding in a military prison 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Rachlin, 69, senior director at Vermont's largest law firm, has spent much of his career representing business clients. 
His firm's offices in downtown Burlington have spectacular views of Lake Champlain.
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Rachlin and two St. Johnsbury lawyers — David Sleigh and Robert Gensburg — joined a national group of lawyers who 
have volunteered to represent people the Bush administration has labelled "the worst of the worst."

"This is not a question of whether they deserve a lawyer," he said. "This is a question of whether the system should 
be allowed to function." By protecting the integrity of the justice system, "We're protecting our fellow citizens, as well 
as these people."

Court papers filed by the government say Ameziane stayed with Taliban fighters in Kabul, Afghanistan and illegally 
traveled with them into Pakistan. But he has not been formally charged with any crime.

Rachlin has replied in his own court filings that his client does not belong to al-Qaida or the Taliban, and was swept up 
as he tried to leave a country torn by war.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2004 that the Guantanamo detainees are entitled to legal representation and can 
challenge their detention.

The New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights began recruiting volunteer lawyers. Rachlin said he got an e-mail 
about the effort in late 2004 and agreed to participate.

Sleigh said he joined the effort because of what he saw as an affront to the due process guaranteed under the U.S. 
Constitution.

"It's fundamentally contrary to what we aspire to be as a country," Sleigh said. "This is one of the reasons I'm a 
lawyer."

Rachlin said he had been to Guantanamo four times and expects to return this month. He had to have an extensive 
FBI background check before being allowed on the base. When he wants to view his client's file, he has to travel to a 
secure government site near Washington.

During visits with his lawyer at Guantanamo, Ameziane's hands were free but his legs were chained to the floor, 
Rachlin said.

"He would describe incidents of maltreatment he had received," Rachlin said. "Incidents of beatings. He's talked about 
having the Quran thrown around, or being kept in cold conditions or with lights on so he couldn't sleep, or being 
punished for meeting with his lawyer — me."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13360  SOURCE: Rutland Herald

'You've Got To Leave It Behind. It's Destiny, Innit?'

A meet and greet with the Tipton Taliban
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I’m sitting in a small council flat in a bleak estate in Tipton, Birmingham. Basically a long rectangular room, it’s 
sparsely decorated but it still feels well lived in. The only belongings are in a single bookcase against the back wall. It 
contains a collection of religious studies, including biblical stories and the holy Qur’an. There is also a copy of 
Guantanamo by David Rose. Ruhel Ahmed spent 2 ½ years in Guantanamo Bay. After showing me around he tells me 
he has to run for Friday prayers, flicking the telly on as he leaves. I sit on his couch and watch Neighbours. On the 
windowsill is a Silver Bear, the top prize from the Berlin Film Festival recently donated to Ruhel by Michael 
Winterbottom who scooped it for his version of their story The Road to Guantanamo. With his new view of the derelict 
factories and dilapidated flats of this former industrial heartland the Bear must feel like he got a raw deal.

It's been two years since Ruhel and his friends Asif Iqbal and Shafiq Rasul were released from Guantanamo. Caught in 
Afghanistan during the US-led invasion they eventually wound up in the controversial Cuban prison. The British 
tabloids dubbed them the ‘Tipton Taliban’.

Ruhel appears to have taken on the role of spokesperson, organising interviews and doing much of the talking. He is 
24, medium height, and clad in a tight T-shirt which shows off his bulging muscles. He sits on the floor, talking 
energetically. Shafiq is more laid back. At 28, he is the oldest of the group and is soft spoken and thoughtful. Asif sits 
on the armchair furthest away and is detached at first, hardly speaking. Half an hour into the interview, he seems to 
settle and becomes talkative.

“We didn’t come straight back.” says Rahul, of the long journey home to Tipton. “We came back in the middle of the 
night and left in the morning. After a while we stayed for a few days and then after that we moved back”. While they 
were away the town had become a stronghold of the far-right British Nationalist Party and they received numerous 
death threats. “They had these effigies in jumpsuits” says Shafiq, “saying ‘Hang the Tipton Taliban’”.

They have been back living in Tipton for a year and a half now. Asif is the only one working, training to be a plumber 
on a Youth Training Scheme. Shafiq and Ruhel are still ‘chilling out’ and whilst they talk of going back to college, you 
get the impression that they are perfectly happy for the moment living on housing benefit and government aid, 
perhaps viewing it as payback. I ask them if they still feel angry about their ordeal but Ruhel is philosophical. “Not 
really, you got to leave it behind, it's destiny innit?’ However, when asked whether there was an apology from Tony 
Blair, he snorts, “No but he’s an arse, man, he’s evil, he’s just a puppet, everybody in Cuba was just saying that he 
washes Bush’s arse”.

They are all pleased with the recent film made by Michael Winterbottom, though it has brought them back into the 
limelight they have spent the last year and a half trying to escape. “At my training centre” says Asif, “I’m like normal. 
But like the day before the film came out I told them I was going to be on TV. They were like ‘what you going to be on 
TV for?’ so I told them and they just laughed at me saying they already knew from adverts last week. That felt good. I 
thought these guys, they’re not Muslim they’re white, but cos they’ve known me so long it’s like I’m normal”.

They complain of pains in their knees and backs, particularly when it's cold; as a result of the constant crouching and 
metal beds. “There is always something that’ll be in your head about Guantanamo, even if you don’t think about it” 
says Shafiq. “Sometimes you’re just lying in bed and you can’t get to sleep and no matter what you’re thinking about, 
the end of your thoughts always goes back to Guantanamo. I don’t think we’ll ever forget about it”. They may not 
even be allowed to forget. Shafiq says he gets abused on the street. He was stopped by police coming back from the 
film festival in Berlin. When the officer demanded to know what he had been doing, Shafiq triumphantly showed him a 
newspaper featuring him on the front cover. Nevertheless he was detained and asked about his connections to Islamic 
extremists in England. They scoff when I ask about their links with extremists. Do they eat pork? Asif and Shafiq say 
no but Ruhel stays silent. With everybody looking at him he breaks into giggles. ‘I’ve eaten bacon a few times. Once I 
went to watch England v Chile in the Villa ground and it was cold, really cold and all there was was a hot dog. So I 
just ate one”. He claims not to eat pork now but his grin is so wide you feel that the allure of a hot bacon butty may 
still be there. He continues, “We weren’t particularly religious before we went to Guantanamo but then being in that 
environment, surrounded by religious people, it kept us sane. But the world is a very alluring place. Outside there are 
lots of temptations and human beings always fail, temptation always gets to you.”

Crossing the border from Pakistan into Afghanistan was a simple decision - “We wanted to find out what was going 
on,” Rahul explains. In Pakistan the general consensus was that the war wasn’t close. In fact, it broke out the day 
after they travelled into Afghanistan. As a result they found themselves trapped in Kunduz. Shortly afterwards the 
Northern Alliance forces surrounded the city. “We were told that if anyone caught leaving they were gonna kill them” 
Explains Shafiq. “We thought we’d be in Kunduz for the rest of our lives. Then one day we were told they had made a 
deal and that they were going to take away all the non-Afghanis. We were taken three or four miles out of Kunduz in 
trucks, and were there for ten hours when all of a sudden these helicopters started bombing us.” The Northern 
Alliance? “It was the US. The Northern Alliance don’t even have shoes on their feet never mind helicopters.”

The survivors were marched across the desert and herded into lorry containers. Northern Alliance soldiers fired bullets 
at the container - their way of providing the prisoners with air - one of which hit Asif in the elbow. The journey lasted 
nearly two days and without food or water people dying beside and beneath them. “You can’t really blame the 
Northern Alliance” Suggests Shafiq, “Cos the Americans were there too, there was always American planes above us 
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and you had US soldiers on buggies beside us.” Ruhel disagrees, “No man, the Northern Alliance, them dogs, I mean 
they took my socks. You can’t get any lower than that.”

The journey ended at the notorious Sherbagan Prison where, as English speakers, they claim to have been ‘sold’ to 
the US for $35,000 dollars each. “They put black bags over our heads and cuffed us, I thought they were going to 
hang us at first but then it got to a stage when I thought they were going to throw us into the propellers. You were 
tied up and could feel the noise and the intense heat”. Shafiq describes the trip to Guantanamo. “They just put these 
helmets and goggles on you and an orange suit and bunged you in a plane… I saw the orange suit and Con Air flashed 
through my head.”

“At Guantanamo we had to sit down on the floor and face one direction, into the sun, with our heads burning. You 
couldn’t move, you couldn’t lean on the fence and you’d be just sitting there in the sun with a constant pain in your 
back. Basically for the first one and a half years we had to live in that position, with our hands on our knees.”

“They [the US soldiers] weren’t just doing their duty, they were taking their anger out on us.” Says Shafiq. “They had 
the flag from the Trade Centre flying there from Tower One.” This leads Shafiq in to what is clearly the group’s 
favourite topic, the stupidity of their captors. “I’d never really met any Americans before, I just knew them from 
television and thought they were great, but the majority of them were really ignorant, like Beavis and Butthead”.

Asif chimes in, “The ones who joined the army to get money for college knew no-one serious was there but the 
others, from the backyard farms, haven’t got a clue. They were told that we could kill them with a toothbrush or even 
with paper plates. They just believed what their superiors say.”

Shafiq picks up on the theme, “Towards the end they used to get rookies to interrogate us… They would ask us 
ridiculous questions, one guy even asked me ‘where can I get surface-to-air missiles in Tipton?’ Another one asked 
me, ‘Where’s Bin Laden?’ After I’ve been locked up for two years...” It got so ridiculous they used to make jokes at 
the jailers expense, “One of the guards came in and asked me if I needed a translator, so I told him I needed a British 
translator and he actually called it into the mike… for hours he tried to find a translator, even his colleagues thought 
he was an idiot and within two days it was all around the camp.”

After one and a half years they were moved from the unroofed mesh cages of Camp X-Ray to the prefabricated metal 
cellblocks of Camp Delta. In these cells they had a bare metal bed with no mattress and a hole in the floor for a toilet. 
Exercise consisted of a five-minute walk once a week, with their ankles chained, which was a painful process. They 
also were given ‘luxuries’ like a towel and a Qur’an but these were used as tools, Shafiq explains. “The guards started 
using them, taking them away from us and then giving them back, then throwing them around, even in the toilet”.

Just as the interrogations began to ease, a video was found in Afghanistan featuring Bin Laden, Muhammed Atta and, 
supposedly, Rahul and the others. They were interrogated night and day and put in isolation with loud music and 
strobe lights. None of them seem particularly keen to talk about this period. Eventually, they were told that it was a 
case of mistaken identity and taken out of isolation.

After this they were allowed to spend time together in a special cell called the ‘love shack’ where they could sit 
unchained watching DVDs and eating McDonalds and Pizza Hut. A few months later they were sent back to the UK 
where they spent a couple of days in Paddington police station before being released.

Rahul jumps up, declaring he is going to make me some special Indian tea. You put the milk and teabags with the 
water in the kettle and brew it all together. Asif excuses himself to help his wife with something. I stay on the couch 
with Shafiq who looks a little shell shocked. We chat for a while, talking about Ireland and all sorts, but his eyes are 
distant. Finally he turns to look at me. “You never expect something like that to happen in modern society” he says. 
“We can’t really explain it”.

Words Samir Fakher-Eldin
Photos Yousef Eldin 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13339  SOURCE: Mongrel.ie
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April 12, 2006

Hicks Facing More Hurdles, Says Lawyer 

Australian terror suspect David Hicks must still overcome many hurdles in his bid to become a British citizen, even if a 
court rules in his favour, says his lawyer.

Hicks, 30, is expected to learn on Wednesday night (AEST) whether he will be registered as a British citizen as part of 
his attempts to be freed from Guantanamo Bay, in Cuba, where he has been held by the US military since late in 
2001.

Last month, the UK Home Office appealed against a High Court verdict that required the government to register him 
as a British citizen - something he is entitled to as his mother was born and raised in England.

The verdict is scheduled to be handed down after 10am London time (1900 AEST).

However, Hicks' US civilian lawyer Joshua Dratel said both sides could apply to appeal the verdict further to the House 
of Lords.

And, after all appeal avenues were exhausted, if Hicks was entitled to citizenship, the process could be long and 
arduous and could even be overturned.

"I think that the UK government has conceded that David qualifies for citizenship," Mr Dratel said.

"The real question is what happens at that point - can they revoke it (and) what are the standards of revocation?

"The British government has indicated that it may grant David citizenship and then revoke it ... they would revoke it 
before he is repatriated.

"(Then) we would have to challenge the revocation in the courts."

Mr Dratel said US authorities could also seek to intervene.

"The British government has said publicly that they have attempted to (swear Hicks in as a citizen), only to have met 
resistance from the US government (in) getting access to David in Guantanamo," he said.

"(The original court ruling) said if there are logistical obstacles to swearing David in, then there could be a waiver of 
that (swearing in) provision and he could, in effect, be able to do so just on the papers we have already submitted, so 
that would make him a citizen anyway.

"It (getting Hicks British citizenship) is a many-tiered process, unfortunately, in terms of time and in terms of clarity.

"But we're trying to pursue it on as many levels as we can simultaneously because time obviously is an issue for us."

Adelaide-born Hicks hopes that if he becomes a British citizen, the UK would lobby for his release from Guantanamo 
Bay, as it has for other British subjects.

All nine British citizens - some of whom were dual citizens - who were detained at Guantanamo were released in 2004 
and 2005.

The Australian government, in contrast, has made no effort to free Hicks, leaving his fate in the hands of the US 
military commission process.

However, while Britain has criticised the system of military justice applied at the detention facility, it is not clear if 
officials would intervene in Hicks' case even if he wins citizenship, since legal proceedings against him are already 
underway.
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Hicks, who was captured with Taliban forces in Afghanistan in late 2001, has pleaded not guilty to charges of 
conspiracy to commit war crimes, attempted murder and aiding and abetting the enemy.

His military commission trial is currently on hold, pending the decision of a related US Supreme Court matter involving 
another Guantanamo Bay detainee.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13375  SOURCE: Ninemsn.com

MPs Plan Plea Over Guantanamo Three

By Kanwal Tariq Hameed

PARLIAMENT will appeal to the US Congress to secure the release of the remaining three Bahraini detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay, it was announced yesterday. 

A letter to be signed by all MPs will call for help and support from the US Congress in ending the incarceration of the 
Bahraini detainees.

Bahrainis Isa Abdulla Al Murbati, 42, Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 32, and Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, 24, have 
been detained at the US prison facility in Cuba without trial for almost five years now. 

The first draft of the letter has been prepared by parliament first vice-chairman Abdulhadi Marhoun and will be passed 
to MPs for amendments and additions today. 

It will then be translated into English and sent to the US Congress, where the House of Representatives and the 
Senate meet. 

The decision was made at a meeting between Mr Marhoun, MPs Shaikh Mohammed Khalid and Adel Al Ma'awda with 
US lawyers for the Bahraini detainees, who are currently in the country to discuss efforts to secure their release. 

New York-based lawyers Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, Christopher Karagheuzoff and Mark Sullivan are meeting with 
families of the detainees, rights organisations, government officials and National Assembly members.

"We discussed with the lawyers what kind of help we can offer," said Mr Marhoun. "We asked if it was useful to write a 
letter (to US Congress) and they agreed it would be."

Coming from an important ally, the letter may inspire US officials to reform their country's military operation in 
Guantanamo Bay, said legal team head Mr Colangelo-Bryan.

"We would hope that a petition from the parliament in Bahrain to the US Congress would be seen as an important 
message from a trusted partner," he said.

"Perhaps it will inspire members of congress to think again about the situation in Guantanamo, and to work to reform 
the operation there, at the very least. 

"We're grateful to our friends here in Bahrain who share our grave concerns about the Bahrainis in Guantanamo." 

The lawyers, who met Information Minister and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed Abdul Ghaffar 
yesterday, are expected to hold further meeting with government officials today.

"We understand that the government of Bahrain is working to bring home Juma, Isa and Salah," said Mr Colangelo 
Bryan. "Considering the very bad condition in which our clients are now, we sincerely hope that the government's 
efforts will show results.".
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13372  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News
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Blair's Guantánamo 'Shame' - Ex-Law Lord

Clare Dyer, legal editor

An eminent former law lord attacked Guantánamo Bay as "a stain on American justice" last night and said Tony Blair's 
refusal to condemn it was "shaming for our country".

Lord Steyn, who retired from Britain's highest court last year, said: "As a lawyer brought up to admire American 
democratic values, I feel compelled to say that Guantánamo Bay is a stain on American justice. Only the present 
administration of the United States tries to defend the utterly indefensible.

"Unfortunately, our prime minister is not prepared to go further than to say that Guantánamo Bay is an 
understandable anomaly. In its feebleness this response to a flagrant breach of the rule of law, reminiscent of the 
worst actions of totalitarian states, is shaming for our country.

"While our government condones Guantánamo Bay the world is perplexed about our approach to the rule of law. But I 
hope the world also knows that if the matter was within the jurisdiction of British courts, our judges would 
unanimously condemn Guantánamo Bay.

"You may ask: how will it help in regard to the continuing outrage at Guantánamo Bay for our government now to 
condemn it? The answer is that it would at last be a powerful signal to the world that Britain supports the international 
rule of law."

Lord Steyn, who made international headlines in 2003 when he described the indefinite detention of terror suspects 
without charge or trial at Guantánamo Bay in Cuba as "a legal black hole", was delivering the Attlee Foundation 
lecture, Democracy, the Rule of Law and the Role of Judges, to the Royal Over-Seas League in central London.

He added: "In an era when, since 9/11, international institutions and international law have been damaged, 
particularly by the actions of the United States and the United Kingdom, it behoves us to bear in mind the 
internationalist approach of [Clement] Attlee. He took the view that excessive emphasis on national sovereignty 
encouraged aggression. Giving up part of that sovereignty to an international organisation was in his view the key to 
world peace."

Lord Steyn, now chairman of the civil rights group Justice, accused Mr Blair's government of being prone to 
authoritarianism, which was a "creeping phenomenon" encouraged by absolute power. He said the government had 
introduced "wholly oppressive" legislation such as the 2004 Asylum and Immigration Act, seeking to oust the 
jurisdiction of the ordinary courts in all but limited cases. This was "an astonishing measure" which attempted to 
"immunise manifest illegality". He added: "If such legislation is effective in this corner of the law - not even involving 
the endless war against terrorism - what are the portents for our democracy?"

Lord Steyn warned the government that Britain had arrived at the position where a fundamental "disturbance of the 
building blocks of our constitution" would not be permitted. The judges would be likely to step in if ministers tried to 
use the Parliament Act to "tamper with the fundamental principles of our constitutional democracy, such as five-year 
parliaments, the role of the ordinary courts, the rule of law, and other such fundamentals". He added: "In such 
exceptional cases the rule of law may trump parliamentary supremacy."

He said ministers did not always understand the principle of the separation of powers as it affected the judiciary. The 
home secretary, Charles Clarke, had complained in a recent interview that he was "frustrated" that the law lords 
would not meet him for discussions "because of their sense of propriety".

Mr Clarke "apparently fails to understand that the law lords and cabinet ministers are not on the same side," said Lord 
Steyn. "A cosy relationship between ministers and law lords would be a worrying development."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13371  SOURCE: The Guardian
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April 13, 2006

Army Court 'Not Acceptable' For Hicks

From: AAP 

THE Australian government should demand David Hicks be put on trial in a United States civil court now, Federal 
Opposition Leader Kim Beazley has said.

Adelaide-born Hicks has been held by US authorities at Guantanamo Bay since he was captured with Taliban forces in 
Afghanistan in late 2001. He has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit war crimes, attempted murder 
and aiding and abetting the enemy. His military commission trial is currently on hold, pending the decision of a related 
US Supreme Court matter involving another terrorist suspect.
Mr Beazley today said the Federal Government should be telling the US to try Hicks in a civil court.

"The Australian government should ... say to the Americans, 'Look you have had him now for four years, put him on 
trial in a US civil court now'," Mr Beazley told reporters in Perth.

He said Labor had total confidence in US civil courts, but none for the military commission, which Hicks is expected to 
face.

"A military commission is not acceptable, that is not the way America would try their own citizens and we want the 
same justice for David Hicks that any American would get," he said.

 Hicks, whose mother was born in the United Kingdom, has applied for British citizenship.

A UK appeals court overnight upheld a ruling against the British government's bid to deny Hicks citizenship, increasing 
his chances of being freed from the US military prison.

Britain, unlike Australia, has successfully fought for the release of all its nationals from Guantanamo Bay. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13393  SOURCE: News.com.au

Vow To Bring Bahraini 3 Home

By KANWAL TARIQ HAMEED

MAXIMUM efforts will be exerted to bring home the remaining Bahraini detainees held at Guantanamo Bay, 
government officials pledged yesterday.

The situation in the security camp is intolerable and pressure must be exerted on the US government for the release 
of the remaining three prisoners, it was agreed at a string of meetings held by lawyers of the detainees with 
government officials.

The meetings were held with Interior Minsitry Under-Secretary Shaikh Daij bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Justice Ministry 
general prosecutor Ali Al Buainian and Foreign Affairs Ministry assistant under-secretary Shaikh Abdulaziz bin Mubarak 
Al Khalifa. 

New York lawyers Mark Sullivan, Joshua Colangelo-Bryan and Christopher Karagheuzoff urged the Bahraini authorities 
to arrange an official visit to the US prison camp in Cuba. 
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They briefed Shaikh Daij on the current status of litigation on behalf of Guantanamo Bay detainees in US courts as 
well as the condition of Isa Abdulla Al Murbati, 42, Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, 24, and Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 
32.

The lawyers expressed hope that the Bahrain government would intervene and discuss with US authorities the means 
of improving conditions for the detainees.

They called on the government to send a diplomatic delegation, which should also include a doctor to assess the 
health condition of the three detainees.

"The Bahraini government will exert all efforts in the case of the three Bahraini detainees," Shaikh Daij said in a 
statement following the meeting.

"It is following up the latest developments related to the case, which is in line with its keenness to secure their release 
as soon as possible as well as in helping them overcome the obstacles they are facing now.

"There has been regular contact between the Interior Ministry and the US State Department to open diplomatic 
channels with the relevant American authorities to follow up the case of the detainees."

According to the lawyers, government officials were committed to take serious action to secure the release of the 
three Bahrainis.

"Everyone we spoke to expressed a firm belief that both we and the government should and will exert the maximum 
possible efforts to bring home our clients," legal team head Mr Colangelo-Bryan told the GDN. 

"Everyone is in agreement that the situation at Guantanamo is not tolerable and that pressure should be brought onto 
the US, a close ally of Bahrain, to send the Bahraini citizens back home.

"We all agree that Bahrain should accept the return of its citizens under any circumstances, which would include 
pursuing proceedings in the courts of Bahrain if there is evidence to warrant such proceedings.

"Although, we have not seen any such evidence to date, after four years of detention.

"Considering the very grave danger that our clients are in, we look forward to working expeditiously to achieve our 
common goal.

"We understand that regular requests and inquiries are being made, but obviously we all need to continue to produce 
the results that we have not achieved so far."

The lawyers leave Bahrain today after a five-day visit, during which they met with detainees' families and released 
detainees as well as government officials.

They also worked with members of the now-dissolved Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR), which spearheaded 
the regional campaign to organise legal representation for Arab detainees by liaising with US-based lawyers. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13391  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

UK Intends Appeal Against Hicks Ruling

The US military lawyer for Australian terror suspect David Hicks believes the UK government has no reason to 
continue its legal campaign to prevent the Guantanamo Bay detainee being granted British citizenship.

In London on Wednesday night, the Court of Appeal ruled in favour of Hicks, supporting last December's High Court 
judgment the UK government cannot refuse to register Hicks' citizenship, which he is entitled to because his mother 
was born and raised in England.
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The UK Home Office intends to appeal against that decision and has until April 25 to lodge a fresh appeal to the House 
of Lords - via the Court of Appeal.

But US Army Major Michael Mori said the Home Office was fighting a lost cause.

"We won at the lower court, the appeals court was unanimous in favour of David Hicks, if they want to waste their 
time going to the House of Lords that's their choice," Major Mori told the Nine Network.

"The court basically said David is entitled to his citizenship. Get on with giving it to him. There's no legitimate basis to 
take it away from him."

Adelaide-born Hicks, 30, has been held by US authorities at Guantanamo Bay since he was captured with Taliban 
forces in Afghanistan in late 2001.

He has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit war crimes, attempted murder and of aiding and 
abetting the enemy.

He has sought British citizenship because the UK government, unlike Australia, had successfully fought for the release 
of its nationals from Guantanamo Bay.

Meanwhile, Major Mori said he was concerned about reports Hicks was again in isolation at the US military base, 
Guantanamo Bay, two years after the Australian Embassy in Washington demanded he be removed from solitary 
confinement.

"If he's moved back in isolation against what the Australian consulate has demanded, that's kind of a slap in the face 
for the Australian embassy," he said.

"I think it will break him. When I first met him two years ago he was a shell of a man, and if he's back in there, I 
think that's just going to knock him back."

Major Mori said he would be going to Guantanamo in the next few weeks to see Hicks.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13389  SOURCE: News.com.au

No Obstacle to Hicks Return: Govt

The federal government says there'll no obstacle to David Hicks' return to Australia as a dual citizen if he is freed from 
Guantanamo Bay.

Amid outcry that Australia should be embarrassed that Britain is showing more concern for the fate of Hicks than his 
homeland, Attorney-General Philip Ruddock said the 30-year-old was entitled to return to Australia if he was released 
from US detention.

Adelaide-born Hicks received a boost overnight to his campaign to be released from US detention at Guantanamo Bay 
in Cuba after a UK appeals court upheld a ruling against the British government's bid to deny him citizenship.

Hicks, whose mother was born in the UK, hopes if he has British citizenship the UK will lobby for his release from 
Guantanamo Bay, as it has for other British subjects.

All nine British citizens - some of whom were dual citizens - who were detained at Guantanamo were released in 2004 
and 2005.

The Australian government, in contrast, has made no effort to free Hicks, leaving his fate in the hands of the US 
military.

Mr Ruddock said if Hicks' bid was successful and he was released by US authorities, Australia would allow him to 
return home.
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"If he is no longer held by the United States, he has an entitlement to return to Australia," Mr Ruddock told ABC 
Radio.

He said even if Hicks did not hold a valid Australian passport, he was still an Australian citizen and it was unlikely the 
federal government would stop him from getting a new one.

"There's no basis upon which he would be denied travel documents to travel to Australia," Mr Ruddock said.

Labor and the Law Council of Australia demanded the federal government do more to help Hicks and said it should be 
embarrassed by its treatment of the former jackaroo in light of the British court ruling.

"It is a major embarrassment for Australia that this Australian citizen has had to turn to another country in the hope 
of having his basic rights protected," opposition legal affairs spokeswoman Nicola Roxon said.

Law Council president David North said: "As an Australian citizen, Mr Hicks should not have to rely on another nation 
for help, yet this is exactly what is transpiring.

"It is embarrassing that the Australian government has washed its hands of Mr Hicks."

The UK Home Office intends to appeal the court ruling.

But Hicks' US military lawyer, Michael Mori, said the British government was fighting a lost cause.

"The court basically said David is entitled to his citizenship," Major Mori told the Nine Network.

"Get on with giving it to him.

"There's no legitimate basis to take it away from him."

Hicks, captured among Taliban forces in Afghanistan in December 2001, has pleaded not guilty at a US military 
commission to charges of attempted murder, aiding the enemy and conspiracy.

A date for his trial has yet to be set.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13386  SOURCE: The Age

Clarke Loses Appeal Over Guantánamo Inmate

Press Association

The home secretary, Charles Clarke, today lost a court battle to strip a terror suspect held at Guantánamo Bay of his 
right to British citizenship.

A solicitor acting for David Hicks, 31, a Muslim convert from Australia who was captured in Afghanistan, said British 
diplomats would now have to start negotiations with the US authorities over his release from the controversial prison 
camp in Cuba.

Stephen Grosz said he would be making immediate representations to British officials to take up his client's case.

Britain has managed to get all nine of its nationals held in the US base released.

Three court of appeal judges dismissed a challenge by Mr Clarke to a high court ruling last December that he had "no 
power in law" to deprive Mr Hicks of citizenship.

Mr Clarke had argued that Mr Hicks was entitled to British citizenship - his mother was born in south London and 
emigrated to Australia with her family - but that registration could be refused or withdrawn because of his alleged 
involvement with al-Qaida.
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He is alleged to have undergone intensive terrorist training in Pakistan and Afghanistan, including at an al-Qaida camp 
with known Islamist extremists.

The Home Office is considering taking the case to the House of Lords for a final appeal.

Lord Justice Pill, giving the first of the rulings of three appeal judges, said the home secretary's action was unlawful 
because Mr Hicks had not been given a chance to make representations about his attitudes since he discovered he 
had the right to citizenship.

"Where a person has the right to citizenship and takes, or is prepared to take, the appropriate oath and give the 
appropriate pledge, basic fairness requires an assessment of his state of mind when he has become a citizen before 
he can be deprived of the citizenship granted."

Lord Justice Rix, giving his reasons for dismissing the appeal, said the home secretary had sought to use Mr Hicks's 
conduct before he was detained to show that he was "disaffected" towards the Queen and therefore not entitled to 
citizenship under the British Nationality Act.

The appeal judge said that Mr Hicks "could not have been disaffected towards Her Majesty at a time when he was 
neither a British citizen nor owed in any other way any allegiance to Her Majesty other than in her right as Queen of 
Australia".

A Home Office spokesman said: "Today's ruling by the court of appeal is very disappointing.

"The Home Office is giving careful consideration to the judgment and will consider the question of further appeal."

Amnesty International's campaigns director, Tim Hancock, said: "Rather than fighting David Hicks's claim for British 
citizenship, the UK authorities should concentrate on the fact that Mr Hicks and hundreds of others are being held 
without charge or trial at Guantánamo Bay.

"The UK government should be pressing for Mr Hicks to be released if he is not granted a proper trial on the US 
mainland.

"Similarly, the UK authorities ought to be making urgent representations on behalf of eight long-term residents of 
Britain who are also held at Guantánamo."

He added: "After four years the Guantánamo Bay prison camp has become a byword for abuse and an indictment of 
the US government's failure to uphold human rights in the 'war on terror'."

In Adelaide, Hicks' father Terry and his lawyers were at a meeting of Hicks' supporters when the verdict came 
through.

Terry Hicks said the ruling was positive, but there were still many obstacles in the way of his son's release.

"Let's hope it stays positive. But things seem to change around very quickly. Maybe this time if the British do re-
appeal, the courts will just say they've had enough of it and that he is a British citizen," he told Reuters.

The head of Hicks' Australian legal team David McLeod said the ruling was "a fundamental step forward."

"We now look to the British government, as it has in the past, to respect the court's decision," McLeod told Reuters, 
noting that the government had 12 days to appeal.

Hicks' U.S. military lawyer, Major Michael Mori, told reporters in Adelaide earlier that Hicks had been returned to 
isolation in Guantanamo Bay, without reason.

He said Hicks spent 16 months in solitary confinement in Guantanamo Bay in 2003 and 2004.

Hicks has pleaded not guilty to U.S. charges of aiding the enemy, attempted murder and conspiracy to commit war 
crimes.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13380  SOURCE: The Guardian, Reuters
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April 14, 2006

Guantanamo Bay Detainee Inspires Church Mural

ARTISTS at a church in Edinburgh have painted an Easter mural inspired by the plight of one of the Britons detained 
at Guantanamo Bay. The Artists for Justice and Peace group at St John’s Church in Edinburgh were moved to pick up 
their paintbrushes after hearing former detainee Moazzam Begg speak about his horrific ordeal at the notorious prison 
camp in Cuba.

The Easter mural follows a similar display at Christmas which highlighted the American government’s controversial 
policy of Extraordinary Rendition. The mural shows a prisoner in an orange jump suit and fetters and a guard in 
uniform, with Jesus on the Cross with the Roman centurion in the background. The words on the mural will be the 
quotation ‘Surely this man was a son of God’. The church paints seven different murals a year, and St John’s rector 
Rev John Armes said it could be spotted by passers-by and bus passengers on nearby Princes Street. He said: "We try 
and pick a topical issue for the mural and present it in a stark form to get a message across. "After hearing Moazzam 
Begg speak the thing that struck us was the relationship he formed with his guards, two of whom were Christians 
from the Deep South of America. "We hope that people will see that the detainee and prisoner in the mural are both 
children of God, with Jesus depicted behind them.

"We believe Moazzam Begg’s story offers us a reflection on the hope of Easter, a hope that we can discover a common 
humanity and respect." Mr Begg, who comes from Sparkbrook in Birmingham, was detained and tortured at the 
Bagram airbase in Afghanistan for a year before being transferred to Guantanamo Bay where he was held for a further 
two years, with much of that time spent in solitary confinment. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13423  SOURCE: Churchnewspaper.com

Ruddock 'Softening on Hicks'

By Penelope Debelle

THE father of Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks believes the Federal Government may be softening its stance on 
the prolonged imprisonment and military trial of his son.

Terry Hicks, who has campaigned for 4½ years for his 30-year-old son to be brought to Australia to face court on 
terror charges, said comments yesterday by federal Attorney-General Philip Ruddock showed the first signs of 
encouragement.

"A couple of years ago they would have thrown a barbed wire fence around Australia to keep him out," Mr Hicks said.

"I think there is weakening, just a slight dent there somewhere whereas before it was 'no way was David setting foot 
in this country'. That was the attitude — now they are saying if he gets his citizenship, they can't stop him."

Facing the potentially embarrassing situation of the British Government, rather than Australia, coming to Hicks' aid at 
Guantanamo Bay, Mr Ruddock said the Government would not stand in the way of the terror suspect's return.

"If he is no longer held by the United States, he has an entitlement to return to Australia," Mr Ruddock told ABC radio.

Nor, he said, would the Government prevent Hicks from getting an Australian passport. "There is no basis upon which 
he would be denied travel documents to travel to Australia," Mr Ruddock said.

The Federal Government has said in the past that Hicks could not return to Australia because there was no legislation 
under which he could be charged for having trained and fought with the al-Qaeda-backed Taliban in Afghanistan.
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The breakthrough for the potential return of Hicks, who converted to Islam in Adelaide and went to Pakistan at the 
end of 1999, lies with the British Government. Britain has refused to let its citizens detained at Guantanamo Bay be 
dealt by the military tribunal. Hicks is due to be tried there later this year.

Hicks, whose mother is British, successfully applied for British citizenship, He has so far staved off two appeals, 
including one in London this week in which the Court of Appeal ruled in his favour and supported the High Court 
judgement from last December that the British Government could not refuse to register him as a citizen.

The British Home Office, which is opposing Hicks' citizenship, has until April 25 to lodge a new and final appeal to the 
House of Lords through the Court of Appeal.

Major Michael Mori, the defence lawyer assigned to Hicks by the US military, said yesterday that the British 
Government had no reason to continue its legal campaign against Hicks' British citizenship.

"We won at the lower court, the appeals courts was unanimous in favour of David Hicks, if they want to waste their 
time going to the House of Lords that's their choice," Major Mori told Channel Nine.

Mr Hicks said British consulate staff had made three attempts to enter Guantanamo Bay to swear Hicks in as a British 
citizen but had been refused access by the US military.

Mr Hicks last spoke to his son by phone on Christmas Eve and said his condition was a concern.

Major Mori, who has been visiting Australia this week, said Hicks' mental and physical health were poor.

He said Hicks was suffering serious depression after being held in isolation at the Cuban military base.

Mr Ruddock confirmed that Hicks was back in solitary confinement.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13416  SOURCE: The Age
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What Rumsfeld Knew

Interviews with high-ranking military officials shed new light on the role Rumsfeld played in the harsh 
treatment of a Guantánamo detainee.

By Michael Scherer and Mark Benjamin

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, center in blue shirt, exits Camp X-Ray, where al-Qaida and Taliban 
detainees are being held, at the U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Sunday, Jan. 27, 2002. 

April 14, 2006 | Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld was personally involved in the late 2002 interrogation of a 
high-value al-Qaida detainee known in intelligence circles as "the 20th hijacker." He also communicated weekly with 
the man in charge of the interrogation, Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Miller, the controversial commander of the Guantánamo 
Bay detention center. 

During the same period, detainee Mohammed al-Kahtani suffered from what Army investigators have called 
"degrading and abusive" treatment by soldiers who were following the interrogation plan Rumsfeld had approved. 
Kahtani was forced to stand naked in front of a female interrogator, was accused of being a homosexual, and was 
forced to wear women's underwear and to perform "dog tricks" on a leash. He received 18-to-20-hour interrogations 
during 48 of 54 days. 

Little more than two years later, during an investigation into the mistreatment of prisoners at Guantánamo, Rumsfeld 
expressed puzzlement at the notion that his policies had caused the abuse. "He was going, 'My God, you know, did I 
authorize putting a bra and underwear on this guy's head?'" recalled Lt. Gen. Randall M. Schmidt, an investigator who 
interviewed Rumsfeld twice in early 2005. 

These disclosures are contained in a Dec. 20, 2005, Army inspector general's report on Miller's conduct, which was 
obtained this week by Salon through the Freedom of Information Act. The 391-page document -- which has long 
passages blacked out by the government -- concludes that Miller should not be punished for his oversight role in 
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detainee operations, a fact that was reported last month by Time magazine. But the never-before-released full report 
also includes the transcripts of interviews with high-ranking military officials that shed new light on the role that 
Rumsfeld and Miller played in the harsh treatment of Kahtani, who had met with Osama bin Laden on several 
occasions and received terrorist training in al-Qaida camps. 

 In a sworn statement to the inspector general, Schmidt described Rumsfeld as "personally involved" in the 
interrogation and said that the defense secretary was "talking weekly" with Miller. Schmidt said he concluded that 
Rumsfeld did not specifically prescribe the more "creative" interrogation methods used on Kahtani. But he added that 
the open-ended policies Rumsfeld approved, and that the apparent lack of supervision of day-to-day interrogations 
permitted the abusive conduct to take place. "Where is the throttle on this stuff?" asked Schmidt, an Air Force fighter 
pilot, who said in his interview under oath with the inspector general that he had concerns about the length and 
repetition of the harsh interrogation methods. "There were no limits." 

Schmidt also saw close parallels between the interrogations at Guantánamo, and the photographic evidence of abuse 
at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. "Just for the lack of a camera, it would sure look like Abu Ghraib," Schmidt told the 
inspector general, in the interview that was conducted in August 2005. At the direction of Pentagon officials, Miller led 
a mission to Iraq in August 2003 to review detainee operations at Abu Ghraib -- a visit that critics say precipitated the 
abuse of prisoners there. 

In April 2005, Schmidt completed his report on detainee abuse at Guantánamo, which he co-authored with Brig. Gen. 
John T. Furlow. They recommended that Miller be "admonished" and "held accountable" for the alleged abuse of 
Kahtani. But that recommendation was rejected by Gen. Bantz J. Craddock, the current head of the Southern 
Command, who said Miller had not violated any law or policy. 

On Dec. 2, 2002, Rumsfeld approved 16 harsher interrogation strategies for use against Kahtani, including the use of 
forced nudity, stress positions and the removal of religious items. In public statements, however, Rumsfeld has 
maintained that none of the policies at Guantánamo led to "inhumane" treatment of detainees. Jeffrey Gordon, a 
Pentagon spokesman, told Salon Thursday that Kahtani was an al-Qaida terrorist who provided a "treasure trove" of 
still-classified information during his interrogation. "Al-Kahtani's interrogation was guided by a very detailed plan, 
conducted by trained professionals in a controlled environment, and with active supervision and oversight," Gordon 
said in an e-mail statement. "Nothing was done randomly." 

Miller -- who has invoked his right against self-incrimination in courts-martial of Abu Ghraib soldiers -- said that he did 
not know all the details of Kahtani's interrogation. But Schmidt told the inspector general that he found that claim 
"hard to believe" in light of Miller's knowledge of Rumsfeld's continuing interest in Kahtani. "The secretary of defense 
is personally involved in the interrogation of one person, and the entire General Counsel system of all the 
departments of the military," Schmidt said. "There is just not a too-busy alibi there for that." 

 The harsh interrogation of Kahtani came to an abrupt end in mid-January 2003. Gen. James T. Hill, Craddock's 
predecessor as the head of Southern Command, recalled in his interview with the inspector general that he received a 
call from Rumsfeld on a January weekend asking about the progress of Kahtani's interrogation. "Someone had come 
to him and suggested that it needed to be looked at," Hill said of Rumsfeld. "He said, 'What do you think?' And I said, 
'Why don't [you] let me call General Miller.'" 

According to Hill's account of that call, Miller advised that the harsh interrogation of Kahtani should continue, using 
the techniques Rumsfeld had previously approved. "We think we're right on the verge of making a breakthrough," Hill 
remembered Miller saying. Hill said he called Rumsfeld back with the news. "The secretary said, 'Fine,'" Hill 
remembered. 

Nonetheless, several days later Rumsfeld revoked the harsher interrogation methods, apparently responding to 
military lawyers who had raised concerns that they may constitute cruel and unusual punishment or torture. 

"My attitude on that was, 'Great!'" said Hill. The general recalled thinking about Rumsfeld and the decision to halt the 
harsh interrogation, "All I'm trying to do is what you want us to do in the first place and doing it the right way." 

The harsher methods were not approved again. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13409  SOURCE: Salon.com
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To Hell and Back

Author: by Shirin Aguiar-Holloway 

MOAZZAM BEGG speaks of his three years of hell in Guantanamo Bay and how he's trying to put his life back together 
now. 
 
Moazzam Begg: 'I could hear the screams of pain from other prisoners' 

I had arranged to meet Moazzam Begg at the Islam TV Channel in central London after an interview. 

He's in a café across the road with his friend and interviewer, Yvonne Ridley, the (now-Muslim) journalist who shot to 
fame after being captured by the Taliban in 2001.

Mr Begg has just published his autobiography Enemy Combatant, after his three-year detention by the US 
government in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Cuba.

Now 37, a father-of-four with a Palestinian wife and living in Bordesley Green in Birmingham, he was abducted from 
his home in Pakistan, where he had been working on education and water projects, on 31 January 2002.

He was taken, hooded, shackled and cuffed, to various prison camps before ending up in the notorious Guantanamo 
Bay. He spent three years there, mostly in solitary confinement.

interrogation

Subjected to more than 300 interrogations, as well as death threats and torture, he witnessed the killing of two 
detainees before eventually being released on 27 January last year.

 
Abuses: Americans are accused of using torture in Guantanamo Bay 
Given all the suffering he experienced, he appears remarkably sanguine and relaxed as, over Turkish Delight and 
coffee, he relates his life experiences to me.

Rather surprisingly, he begins by praising his Judaic education which his secular Muslim parents sent him to. He 
attended the Jewish King David in Birmingham because his father thought it bred good values.

From the age of six and for the next six years, Mr Begg wore a yarmulke (skullcap), learned Hebrew, recited Jewish 
prayers and mixed almost exclusively with Jewish friends.

But there were differences. He did not go to synagogue on Saturdays, and took Qur’an lessons. He pointed out the 
similarities in practices between Judaism and Islam, such as not eating pork, and halal and kosher food.

invaded

For Muslims, it all comes unraveled when it comes to one central issue. 'The reason Muslims are angry is because of 
Israel.'
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He warned attacks would continue as long as there were invasions in foreign lands, with Palestine being a ‘very good’ 
example.

Iraq is another: 'I don’t think there can be any peace until occupation ends.' 

People will not talk about peace, about ending hostilities but you can’t expect somebody who’s had his land invaded to 
say, ‘It’s OK now.’'

Two former Jewish classmates, both now journalists, were among many who offered to help during his incarceration. 
Others included 215 MPs who signed a motion calling for his release from Guantanamo. 130 bishops in the UK who 
signed a similar petition.

experiences

But he is unequivocal about who helped him the most: “It was my father’s campaign and the way he mounted it that 
brought embarrassment to the authorities.”  

He was a very badly disguised American, dressed up to look like a Pakistani.   

Moazzam Begg describes his capture 

He described his father, Azmat Begg -who is almost as famous as the son he so desperately campaigned for - as very 
liberal and 'extremely broadminded, politically on the left, but with quite conservative views.'

Mr Begg said:  “It (campaigning) brought out his qualities, his ability to communicate with middle England.”

The middle classes were the most shocked by his experiences, evidenced by the countless books he has autographed 
at events up and down the country.

'It tells me that a large number of people dislike what’s being done in their name and they’re not traditional leftists as 
we would think.'

The reaction of Muslims to his plight is illustrated by a woman who phoned him after his release and could only cry. 
Strangers, representing thousands, among them Sikhs and Hindus, come up to him in the street and want to shake 
his hand.

Driving in Leicester a 'huge' guy gave him a bear hug. 'I get that all the time.' He added: 'There’s a great amount of 
fear and apathy in the Muslim community. They fear they’re going to be tainted with the same brush.'

Mr Begg feels that rendition is a misnomer for what was done to him.

'It was seizure, kidnapping, false imprisonment, things that would be punishable by law in this country.  Included is 
torture.'

His nightmare began in Pakistan. He had evacuated there after the Americans bombed Afghanistan, following 9/11, 
where he had been teaching children.

He was re-united with his family for three months before he was abducted on January 31 2002.  A midnight knock on 
his door turned out to be a group of men, who turned out to be Pakistani intelligence officers.

blindfolded 

One of them put a gun to his head, pushed him to the ground, threw a bag over his head and forced him to kneel. 
Terrifyingly, the last thing he saw was the men headed towards the room where his wife and kids were. He didn’t see 
them for the next three years.

He was then picked up, put into the back of a 4x4 and driven away. Inside, someone pushed up his hood and a 
camera flashed.

The snapper Mr Begg glimpsed was a ‘very badly disguised American, dressed to look like a Pakistani.’
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He and another American soon left and Mr Begg was told by his Pakistani captors that they were doing this only 
‘because of the Americans. If we don’t we’ll be hit so hard by the Americans.’

Interviews followed, at which MI5 were present. He did not see them again until he was in Bagram months later.

Mr Begg’s lawyer Gareth Pierce will be raising the issue of an independent investigation into the involvement of British 
intelligence personnel and Foreign Office officials.

surrounded 

Mr Begg was eventually passed over to US custody and taken to Kandahar in Afghanistan. On the journey he sat on 
the floor of a military aircraft shackled, blindfolded and surrounded by guards with knives who took trophy pictures.

Dressed only in a shirt and trousers, with no coat or shoes, he was marched off the plane bent double with US soldiers 
pushing down on him from either side.

He said: 'It would be illegal to move an animal like that.'

On arrival, the scene was unimaginable.  What follows, he says, was the worst part of the incarceration.

'The noise was deafening: barking dogs, relentless verbal abuse, plane engines, electricity generators and screams of 
pain from the other prisoners.

'Maybe I screamed too. I was tripped onto the ground to the prone position again. This time I felt knees pushing hard 
against my ribs and legs and crushing down on my skull.

freezing

'I felt a cold, sharp metal object against my legs: they were using a knife to slice off all my clothes. The body, or 
cavity, search then followed.'

Fingerprinting and mouth swabbing followed. He was held in a disused barn in freezing weather for six weeks with 
other detainees but not allowed to talk to them.

Hooded and shackled and ill-treated by guards, he was taken to the plane bound for Bagram Air Base detention 
facility, where he spent 11 months and was tortured for a month.

'They used a woman’s screams next door to pretend it was my wife trying to get me to admit I was involved in a plot 
to kill the Pope.'  In February 2003 he was moved to Camp Echo, Guantanamo on a plane that included 50 guards.

He knows other detainees, who were taken to Guantanamo from Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Pakistan and Gambia (two 
British residents).

underdog

Guards told him they used to flyto Incilik (where there is a US base) in Turkey, from Guantanamo to pick up 
detainees.

In spite of the atrocities he suffered he says retaliation is not the answer. Instead he said what's needed is a dialogue 
with Hamas, and an end to the occupation of Iraq.

His advice to young Muslims is: 'Don’t get involved in this. If anybody has a gripe it’s me, but that’s not the answer. 
Engage in things that will turn around popular opinion through exposing the reality.'

A change is certainly needed in British society so that Muslims do not continue to see themselves as the underdog, as 
Blacks did in America.

Mr Begg tells of a Black guard in Guantanamo who told him the story of how he was once filling up with petrol when 
his wife, who had been to use the restroom, ran out upset because she had seen a rubbed-off but still visible sign 
over the bathroom ‘Coloureds only.’

The guard said to Mr Begg: “I know exactly what its like. It reminds me of my own people.”
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April 15, 2006

New Drive To Free Guantanamo Three

By KANWAL TARIQ HAMEED

A COMMITTEE set up to campaign for the release of three Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay plans to step up its 
efforts to secure their freedom.

The decision was made during a visit of US lawyers representing the detainees, who stressed that a sense of urgency 
was needed in efforts made towards the release of remaining three Bahrainis. 

The lawyers were at an open majlis hosted by MP Shaikh Mohammed Khalid to discuss the detainees status.

Bahrainis Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, 24, Isa Abdulla Al Murbati, 41, and Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 32, are 
approaching their fifth year of detention without trial at the infamous US prison camp in Cuba.

Plans to boost the role of the committee were announced at a gathering hosted by Shaikh Khalid at his majlis in 
Hamad Town.

Attendants at the majlis also signed to be members of the committee to further activate its role.

Former detainees at Guantanamo Bay Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi, 24, and Adel Kamel Hajee, 41, joined lawyers 
Christopher Karagheuzoff, Mark Sullivan and Joshua Colangelo-Bryan at the gathering. 

The lawyers, from New York based Dorsey and Whitney firm, briefed attendants on the condition of their clients and 
their recent visits with them at Guantanamo Bay.

The lawyers, who left Friday night, are currently involved in two court battles in the US over detainees' rights and 
whether their cases can be tried in US Federal Courts. 

Mr Hajee spoke briefly about his experiences at Guantanamo Bay, where he was incarcerated without trial for almost 
four years. 

Mr Hajee and Mr Al Nuaimi returned to Bahrain with Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, 27, last November.

Specific details about the committee's activities will be announced soon
 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13432  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Habib's Home Video Dramatises Detention

FORMER Guantanamo Bay inmate Mamdouh Habib has produced a bizarre home video to show the world his alleged 
mistreatment at the hands of the US military.
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The homemade film -- a dramatised recreation of his three-year stint in the Cuban prison -- stars Mr Habib's eldest 
son Ahmed, who plays the role of his father. 

Mr Habib himself plays one of his American captors in the video, which he plans to air publicly today. 

The documentary-style film features one scene in which Ahmed, dressed in an orange jumpsuit, is dragged across the 
floor by his father using a rope. 

Another scene demonstrates how Mr Habib was struck on the fingers with a hammer, while another segment shows 
Mr Habib fitting electrodes to his son's chest before subjecting him to mock electric shocks. 

Yesterday, Mr Habib's wife, Maha, said her whole family had been involved in making the video, which had brought 
back painful memories for her husband. 

"It is a film to show the experience of the torture he suffered," Mrs Habib said. 

"It took us a long time to make. Mamdouh had to stop on many occasions because he became very emotional." 

Mrs Habib said she welcomed all interested viewers to see the film, which will be shown today at the University of 
Technology, Sydney. 

"We want people to be aware of what is happening to Australian people over there," she said yesterday. 

Mr Habib was arrested in Pakistan in late 2001 on suspicion of involvement in terrorism, specifically of having prior 
knowledge of the September 11 attacks in America. 

He claimed that after being detained in Egypt and sent to Guantanamo Bay, he was subjected to three years of abuse 
-- most of which is demonstrated in the video account of his time at the prison camp. 

Mr Habib claims he was not only beaten with hammers, given electric shocks and dragged across the floor by a rope, 
but also had dogs set on him. 

In an apparent effort to fully understand his father's time in incarceration, Ahmed allegedly asked Mr Habib to subject 
him to the same treatment for the bizarre film. 

"He told me to hurt him like they hurt me," Mr Habib said, adding that he had refused his son's request. 

Mr Habib has previously expressed a desire to move his family from Australia to the Middle East to escape what he 
claims to be an atmosphere of constant harassment. 

But first, he must win back his passport. 

The Habib home video will be screened at 3pm today at the UTS campus in Broadway. 

Habib's home video

April 15, 2006

FORMER Guantanamo Bay inmate Mamdouh Habib has produced a bizarre home video to show the world his alleged 
mistreatment at the hands of the US military.

The homemade film -- a dramatised recreation of his three-year stint in the Cuban prison -- stars Mr Habib's eldest 
son Ahmed, who plays the role of his father. 

Mr Habib himself plays one of his American captors in the video, which he plans to air publicly today. 

The documentary-style film features one scene in which Ahmed, dressed in an orange jumpsuit, is dragged across the 
floor by his father using a rope. 
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Another scene demonstrates how Mr Habib was struck on the fingers with a hammer, while another segment shows 
Mr Habib fitting electrodes to his son's chest before subjecting him to mock electric shocks. 

Yesterday, Mr Habib's wife, Maha, said her whole family had been involved in making the video, which had brought 
back painful memories for her husband. 

"It is a film to show the experience of the torture he suffered," Mrs Habib said. 

"It took us a long time to make. Mamdouh had to stop on many occasions because he became very emotional." 

Mrs Habib said she welcomed all interested viewers to see the film, which will be shown today at the University of 
Technology, Sydney. 

"We want people to be aware of what is happening to Australian people over there," she said yesterday. 

Mr Habib was arrested in Pakistan in late 2001 on suspicion of involvement in terrorism, specifically of having prior 
knowledge of the September 11 attacks in America. 

He claimed that after being detained in Egypt and sent to Guantanamo Bay, he was subjected to three years of abuse 
-- most of which is demonstrated in the video account of his time at the prison camp. 

Mr Habib claims he was not only beaten with hammers, given electric shocks and dragged across the floor by a rope, 
but also had dogs set on him. 

In an apparent effort to fully understand his father's time in incarceration, Ahmed allegedly asked Mr Habib to subject 
him to the same treatment for the bizarre film. 

"He told me to hurt him like they hurt me," Mr Habib said, adding that he had refused his son's request. 

Mr Habib has previously expressed a desire to move his family from Australia to the Middle East to escape what he 
claims to be an atmosphere of constant harassment. 

But first, he must win back his passport. 

The Habib home video will be screened at 3pm today at the UTS campus in Broadway. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13431  SOURCE: Daily Telegraph

 

Rumsfeld Defends Guantanamo

WASHINGTON, April 14 (UPI) -- In an interview at the Pentagon on al-Arabiya television, Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld defended U.S. policies on Iraq and Guantanamo Bay prison. 

Asked about criticism of his conduct of the war by six retired U.S. generals, Rumsfeld said there were thousands of 
retired generals who had no complaints. 

"We have different opinions inside (the Pentagon) all the time," he said. 

Rumsfeld said the United States would like to be out of Iraq as soon as a government is formed that is representative 
of the country, and the Iraqi security forces are able keep the peace. 

He would not provide a timetable for withdrawal of American forces and refused to say whether he thought Iraq is 
engaged in a civil war. 

Rumsfeld said he had made a conscious decision not to try to predict how long the war would last, how much it would 
cost or how many casualties might be sustained, saying estimates are generally incorrect. 
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When asked why the U.S. government was not expediting trials of more than 500 Guantanamo detainees, Rumsfeld 
said prisoners are receiving "excellent" treatment and medical care.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13430  SOURCE: UPI

U.S. Pressures Germany To Accept Group From Guantanamo

BERLIN, April 14 (Reuters) - The U.S. government wants to deport a group of Chinese Muslims held at the 
Guantanamo prison camp to Germany and is pressuring Chancellor Angela Merkel to take in the ethnic Uighurs, a 
newspaper reported on Friday.

The German daily Die Welt quoted diplomatic sources saying Merkel's government has resisted the U.S. pressure to 
accept the 15 Uighurs from the restive, predominantly Muslim region of Xinjiang in China's northwest.

"We have no comment on the report," a government spokesman in Berlin said on Friday. Merkel is the only European 
leader to have publicly called on the United States to close the camp.

The men, who oppose China's Communist rule, are from the region that was known as East Turkestan until it was 
annexed by the Manchu Empire in 1884. Its Uighur inhabitants, a Muslim Turkic people, want more autonomy; some 
want independence.

The newspaper report, to appear in the daily's Saturday edition, said Germany was identified as a suitable location for 
the Uighurs, held since 2002, because another group of Uighurs already live in exile in Bavaria.

The German government has resisted the U.S. pressure so far, the daily said, because it does not want to put strains 
on its relations with China and fears accepting the Uighurs would be seen in Beijing as a hostile act.

The diplomatic sources told the newspaper the issue was expected to be discussed between U.S. President George W. 
Bush and Merkel when she visits Washington in May.

Just days before her first trip as chancellor to meet Bush in January, Merkel said in a magazine interview that the 
United States should close the Guantanamo Bay camp and find other ways to deal with terrorism suspects.

Court documents in the United States said the men got military training in Afghanistan under the Taliban. Military 
officials said they were learning to fight. The U.S. State Department has tried for months to find someone to take 
them.

In December, U.S. District Judge James Robertson ruled that the men's continued detention was illegal since they 
were no longer considered enemy combatants. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13427  SOURCE: Reuters Alernet.org

 

Army Report Says Rumsfeld Allowed Guantanamo Abuse

Julian Borger in Washington

Donald Rumsfeld was directly linked to prisoner abuse for the first time yesterday, when it emerged he had been 
"personally involved" in a Guantánamo Bay interrogation found by military investigators to have been "degrading and 
abusive".

Human Rights Watch last night called for a special prosecutor to be appointed to investigate whether the defence 
secretary could be criminally liable for the treatment of Mohamed al-Qahtani, a Saudi al-Qaida suspect forced to wear 
women's underwear, stand naked in front of a woman interrogator, and to perform "dog tricks" on a leash, in late 
2002 and early 2003. The US rights group said it had obtained a copy of the interrogation log, which showed he was 
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also subjected to sleep deprivation and forced to maintain "stress" positions; it concluded that the treatment 
"amounted to torture".

However, military investigators decided the interrogation did not amount to torture but was "abusive and degrading". 
Those conclusions were made public last year but this is the first time Mr Rumsfeld's own involvement has emerged.

According to a December report by the army inspector general, obtained by Salon.com online magazine, the 
investigators did not accuse the defence secretary of specifically prescribing "creative" techniques, but they said he 
regularly monitored the progress of the al-Kahtani interrogation by telephone, and they argued he had helped create 
the conditions that allowed abuse to take place.

"Where is the throttle on this stuff?" asked Lt Gen Schmidt, an air force officer who said in sworn testimony to the 
inspector general that he had concerns about the duration and repetition of harsh interrogation techniques. He said 
that in his view: "There were no limits."

The revelation comes at a critical time for Mr Rumsfeld. He is under unprecedented scrutiny for his management of 
the Iraq war, after six former generals in quick succession called for his resignation.

The questions reached such a pitch by the end of the week that George Bush took the unusual step of issuing a 
personal note from Camp David in Mr Rumsfeld's defence. "I have seen first-hand how Don relies upon our military 
commanders in the field and at the Pentagon to make decisions about how best to complete these missions," the 
president wrote. "Secretary Rumsfeld's energetic and steady leadership is exactly what is needed at this critical 
period. He has my full support and deepest appreciation."

And, responding to the generals, Mr Rumsfeld said in an al-Arabiya TV interview yesterday: "If every time two or 
three people disagreed we changed the secretary of defence, it would be like a merry-go-round." However, in the 
wake of the inspector general's report, Human Rights Watch said: "The question at this point is not whether secretary 
Rumsfeld should resign, it's whether he should be indicted. General Schmidt's sworn statement suggests Rumsfeld 
may have been perfectly aware of the abuses inflicted on Mr al-Qahtani."

The Pentagon also issued a statement in response to publication of the report. A spokeswoman said: "We've gone 
over this countless times, and yet some still choose to print fiction versus fact. Twelve reviews, to include one done by 
an independent panel, all confirm the department of defence did not have a policy that encouraged or condoned 
abuse. To suggest otherwise is simply false."

So far, only junior US officers have been charged and convicted for a string of prisoner abuse scandals since the Bush 
administration launched its "global war on terror", but rights activists have accused the administration of opening the 
way for the use of torture in 2002 by relaxing the constraints of the Geneva conventions.

Gen Bantz Craddock, head of Southern Command, overruled the investigators' recommendation that Maj Gen Geoffrey 
Miller, who ran the Guantánamo camp in 2002, be admonished for the techniques employed. Gen Miller was 
transferred to Abu Ghraib prison, and took with him his aggressive approach to interrogations.

The investigators found Mr Rumsfeld was "talking weekly" with Gen Miller about the al-Qahtani interrogation. In 
December 2002, the defence secretary approved 16 harsh interrogation techniques for use on Mr al-Qahtani, including 
forced nudity, and "stress positions". However approval was revoked in 2003.

Gen Miller insisted he was unaware of details of the interrogation, but Gen Schmidt said he found that"hard to believe" 
in view of Mr Rumsfeld's evident interest in its progress. Gen James Hill, former head of Southern Command, recalled 
Gen Miller recommending continuation of the interrogation, saying "We think we're right on the verge of making a 
breakthrough." Gen Hill then passed on the request to Mr Rumsfeld. "The secretary said, 'Fine,'" Gen Hill 
remembered.

Backstory

The US defence secretary has faced many calls to resign over Guantánamo, the invasion of Iraq and abuses at Abu 
Ghraib prison - but the pressure he faces now comes from a weighty new quarter: six generals recently retired from 
the military he runs.

Retired general Paul Eaton, who was in charge of training Iraqi security forces, sparked the current round of 
condemnation in a New York Times article on March 19. On April 2, Anthony Zinni told a TV interviewer the US was 
"paying the price for the lack of credible planning" in Iraq. Seven days later, Lt Gen Gregory Newbold, a former 
member of the joint chiefs of staff, tore into the administration's "casualness and swagger... the special province of 
those who have never had to execute these missions".
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On Wednesday, John Batiste, a former infantry commander, added his voice, and on Thursday his colleague John 
Riggs concurred. Charles Swannack, who commanded the 82nd Airborne Division in Iraq, brought the total to six 
yesterday, telling the New York Times Mr Rumsfeld had demonstrated "absolute failures in managing the war against 
Saddam".

Mr Rumsfeld is understood to have offered to resign at least twice while in charge at the Pentagon, but both times 
President George Bush turned him down.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13426  SOURCE: The Guardian

Rumsfeld Potentially Liable for Torture

Defense Secretary Allegedly Involved in Abusive Interrogation

(New York, April 14, 2006) – Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld could be criminally liable for the torture of a 
detainee at Guantanamo Bay in late 2002 and early 2003, Human Rights Watch said today.

The question at this point is not whether Secretary Rumsfeld should resign, it’s whether he should be indicted. 

Getting Away with Torture? – Command Responsibility for the U.S. Abuse of Detainees
 
A December 20, 2005 Army Inspector General’s report, obtained by Salon.com this week, contains a sworn statement 
by Lt. Gen. Randall M. Schmidt that implicates Secretary Rumsfeld in the abuse of detainee Mohammad al-Qahtani. 
Based on an investigation that he carried out in early 2005, which included two interviews with Rumsfeld, Gen. 
Schmidt describes the defense secretary as being “personally involved” in al-Qahtani’s interrogation.  
 
Human Rights Watch urges the United States to name a special prosecutor to investigate the culpability of Rumsfeld 
and others in the al-Qahtani case.  
 
“The question at this point is not whether Secretary Rumsfeld should resign, it’s whether he should be indicted,” said 
Joanne Mariner, Terrorism and Counterterrorism Program director at Human Rights Watch. “General Schmidt’s sworn 
statement suggests that Rumsfeld may have been perfectly aware of the abuses inflicted on al-Qahtani.”  
 
Gen. Schmidt said that Secretary Rumsfeld was “talking weekly” with Gen. Miller about the al-Qahtani interrogation, 
and that the secretary of defense was “personally involved in the interrogation of [this] one person.” Schmidt’s 
statement indicates that Rumsfeld maintained a high level of knowledge of and supervision over al-Qahtani’s 
treatment. Although Schmidt said that he believed that Rumsfeld did not specifically order the more abusive methods 
used in the al-Qahtani interrogation, he concluded that Rumsfeld’s policies facilitated the abuse.  
 
The Pentagon has acknowledged that al-Qahtani’s mistreatment was not unplanned. “Al-Kahtani’s interrogation was 
guided by a very detailed plan, conducted by trained professionals in a controlled environment, and with active 
supervision and oversight,” wrote Jeffrey Gordon, a Pentagon spokesman, in an email to Salon.com. “Nothing was 
done randomly.”  
 
Human Rights Watch has obtained an unredacted copy of al-Qahtani’s interrogation log, and believes that the 
techniques used during al-Qahtani’s interrogation were so abusive that they amounted to torture.  
 
The interrogation log reveals that al-Qahtani was subjected to a regime of physical and mental mistreatment from 
mid-November 2002 to early January 2003. For six weeks, he was intentionally deprived of sleep, forced into painful 
physical positions (known as stress positions) and subjected to forced exercises, forced standing, and sexual and 
other physical humiliation.  
 
After refusing water, al-Qahtani was forced to accept an intravenous drip for hydration and, on several occasions, was 
refused trips to a latrine, so that he urinated on himself at least twice. He was also threatened with forced enemas, 
and on one occasion was forced to undergo an enema.  
 
“A six-week regime of sleep deprivation, forced exercises, stress positions, white noise, and sexual humiliation 
amounts to acts that were specifically intended to cause severe physical pain and suffering and severe mental pain 
and suffering,” said Mariner. “That’s the legal definition of torture.”  
 
In 2005, the Judge Advocates General of the U.S. Army, Navy and Marine Corps told the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Armed Services that the techniques used on al-Qahtani violated the U.S. Army Field Manual on Intelligence 
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Interrogation, and would have been illegal if perpetrated by another country on captured U.S. personnel. The U.S. 
State Department also regularly condemns as torture the same techniques in its annual Country Report on Human 
Rights, citing their use in countries such as North Korea and Iran.  
 
Human Rights Watch believes that Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Geoffrey Miller – a senior commander at Guantanamo in 
2002 and early 2003 – and the interrogators who took part in the interrogations could be criminally liable under 
federal or military criminal law for torture, assaults and sexual abuse. (The Inspector General’s report is focused on 
Gen. Miller’s conduct.)  
 
Rumsfeld could be liable under the doctrine of “command responsibility” – the legal principle that holds a superior 
responsible for crimes committed by his subordinates when he knew or should have known that they were being 
committed, but fails to take reasonable measures to stop them.  
 
A special prosecutor is needed because Attorney General Alberto Gonzales was himself deeply involved in the policies 
leading to the abuse of detainees, a conflict of interest that is likely to prevent a proper investigation from being 
carried out. U.S. Department of Justice regulations call for the appointment of an outside counsel when such a conflict 
exists and the public interest warrants a prosecutor without links to the government.  
 
“A special prosecutor should look carefully at what abuses Rumsfeld either knew of or condoned,” said Mariner.  
 
On December 2, 2002, as the Pentagon has previously acknowledged, Rumsfeld approved 16 interrogation techniques 
for al-Qahtani and other detainees, including the use of forced nudity, stress positions and “using detainees’ individual 
phobias (such as fear of dogs).”  
 
Al-Qahtani, who is alleged to have been a “20th hijacker,” was denied entry to the United States in August 2001. 
Pentagon spokesman Gordon told Salon.com on Thursday that al-Qahtani was an “al-Qaida terrorist” who provided a 
“treasure trove” of information during his interrogation. (The information al-Qahtani is said to have provided, 
however, is still classified.)  
 
Human Rights Watch expressed concern that the Pentagon has never released the full version of Gen. Schmidt’s 
report on abuses at Guantanamo. The report’s recommendations were rejected by the head of U.S. Southern 
Command, Gen. Bantz J. Craddock, who said in July 2005 that the al-Qahtani interrogation did not violate military law 
or policy.  

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13425  SOURCE: Human Rights Watch

April 16, 2006

Habib's Torture Film 'To Aid Other Prisoners'

Former Guantanamo Bay prisoner Mamdouh Habib has produced a home movie he claims shows how he was tortured 
in secret military prisons.

Mr Habib was detained in Pakistan in October 2001 and accused of taking part in terrorism activities.

After three years being moved between jails, including Guantanamo, he was freed by American authorities without 
charge.

"I was tortured more in the beginning," Mr Habib said.

"I got my body is a dead body and my brain is dead from drugs and electric shocks. 

"When I go to Guantanamo Bay I am a dead person."

Mr Habib says he hopes the video will draw attention to the mistreatment of hundreds of other detainees in jails in 
Pakistan, Egypt and Cuba, including fellow Australian David Hicks.
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"I'm doing this for the other people and my family support that," he said.

Role play

In the film, Mr Habib plays the role of torturers in underground jails in Egypt, Pakistan and Cuba.

His son, Ahmed, assumes the role of his father. 

"I was honoured to do it because he was my dad," Ahmed Habib said.

"We have to put a stop to it and if we don't stand up who's going to stand up?"

Mamdouh Habib's wife, Maha, says making the film was not easy.

"It took us quite a long time to go through it and do the movie," she said.

"It was very stressful for my husband and the kids."

The film was shown by peace activists in Sydney yesterday.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13442  SOURCE: ABC 

Amnesty Plea To Free Juma Al Dossari

By KANWAL TARIQ HAMEED

AN international human rights agency has launched an urgent appeal on behalf of a Bahraini detainee at Guantanamo 
Bay.

Amnesty International's US-based Urgent Action office issued a worldwide "health concern and torture" web appeal on 
behalf of Juma Al Dossari, 32, who has tried to commit suicide 12 times.

It was made after Mr Al Dossari's lawyers revealed last week that the US military had ignored their repeated attempts 
to find out if he had slashed his own throat in his most distressing suicide attempt to date.

The appeal asks individuals to contact top US military and government figures and diplomatic corps, including US 
Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld and Joint Task Force Guantanamo commander Admiral Harry Harris. 

Fax numbers and e-mail addresses are provided in the appeal.

Individuals are encouraged to express their concern about Mr Al Dossari's condition and previous allegations of 
torture, seek assurance that he is being given access to "appropriate and independent medical care" and ask the US 
military to provide his lawyers with a detailed medical report written by independent doctors.

It also urges individuals to call for Mr Al Dossari and other prisoners at Guantanamo Bay to be released unless they 
are given fair trials in US courts.

Bahrainis Mr Al Dossari, Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, 24, and Isa Abdulla Al Murbati, 42, have been held at the US 
prison base in Cuba for almost five years. 

Former Bahraini Guantanamo detainees Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi, 24, Adel Kamel Hajee, 41, and Shaikh Salman bin 
Ebrahim Al Khalifa, 27, were returned to Bahrain in November last year. 

New York-based Dorsey & Whitney lawyers who have been representing Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay for 
almost three years were here last week to step up efforts being made towards the release of the remaining three 
prisoners.
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Lawyers Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, Christopher Karagheuzoff and Mark Sullivan are currently embroiled in a court battle 
in the US over whether Guantanamo detainees have rights to be tried.

They have joined with other lawyers for Guantanamo detainees in challenging a law passed on December 30, which 
limits detainees access to US federal courts, and allows the use of evidence obtained through torture. 

"Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in English or your own language," asks the appeal. 

"Guantanamo detainee Jumah Al Dossari attempted suicide in March. 

"He says he has been tortured in custody, and is believed to have made numerous suicide attempts since he was 
detained, in January 2001. 

"US officials have refused to give his lawyers any information about his current condition."

The appeal can be found at http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAMR510672006, and also provides a link to a 
testimony by Mr Al Dossari. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13441  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News
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