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Hicks Proud of Father of Year Nomination

The father of Australian terror suspect David Hicks says he hopes being nominated as Australian father of the year will 
draw attention to his son's plight.

ACT Chief Minister Jon Stanhope nominated the Adelaide man for the award, comparing him to Steve Waugh, Prime 
Minister John Howard, and former leader Billy McMahon - all former dads of the year.

But federal Attorney General Philip Ruddock has accused Mr Stanhope of trying to politicise the awards.

Mr Hicks today said he was proud his name was put forward.

"I just can't understand Mr Ruddock's views on this one. I always thought that anyone could nominate anyone and not 
be told by the government who can be nominated and who can't," Mr Hicks told the ABC.

"I think what Jon Stanhope is doing is trying to bring the awareness out about what's happening with David," Mr Hicks 
said of his son, a terror suspect being held in US custody at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

"I'm trying to get my face out there ... to stand up and say enough is enough from this government."

Mr Hicks said he last spoke to David, who turns 31 today, five weeks ago.

"He's not good, he's suffering considerably as far as the mental side of it goes," he said."

"The Australian government officials keep saying he's fit and well so I took them to task over that one - why are they 
saying he's fit and well when David tells us, and his lawyers tell us, he's not."

Adelaide born Hicks has been held by US authorities at Guantanamo Bay since he was captured with Taliban forces in 
Afghanistan in late 2001.

He has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit war crimes, attempted murder and aiding and abetting 
the enemy, but is yet to face trial.

Mr Hicks said family and friends celebrated his son's 31st birthday a day early yesterday.

"It was a sad day that David couldn't be with us but we went ahead .. and we thought about David and his situation," 
he said.

To coincide with the birthday, a vigil will be held at Sydney Town Hall tonight.

"Terry has strongly campaigned for justice for David, lobbying the US administration and the Howard government only 
to be left standing in the rain," said vigil organiser Marlene Obeid.

The Father of the Year will be announced in September.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15614  SOURCE: AAP via the Age
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No Age Limit in Guantanamo

PESHAWAR, Aug 5 (Pajhwok Afghan News): Trampling under feet all rights of humanity, the big claimant of 
democracy, America, imprisoned people ranging from 10-month to 125-year-old in its notorious Guantanamo Bay. 

In a gripping book authored by Maulvi Abdul Rahim Muslim Dost and Badr-u-Zaman , who spent four years in the US 
detention facility in Cuba, have brought to the limelight the inhuman acts, they suffered in Gitmo.

Titled as 'Da Guantanamo Mati Zawlany' (Broken Shackles of Guantanamo), the book comprising 451 pages has 
revealed a complete story of Dost, when he was arrested from Peshawar, shifted to Kandahar and then Bagram and 
when his journey culminated in Guantanamo Bay.

Hailing from Bati Kot district in Nangarhar, a religious scholar Abdul Rahim Muslim Dost was detained along with his 
brother Badr-u-Zaman in November, 2001 in Peshawar by Pakistani security forces.

After their arrest, both the brothers were handed over to American forces, who shifted them to the notorious prison. 
Eyewitnesses to each other trials and tribulations for four long years, the two brothers were released from 
Guantanamo last year. They have fleshed out ruthless incidents and insensate cruelties meted out to prisoners of 
Bagram, Kandahar and Gitmo.

Authors of the book have brought to the fore a harsh reality that a 10-month-baby and a 125-year-old prisoners were 
also fell prey to the pitiless acts of the US forces.

Obviously, the hapless father would have thought about his son, who dryly passed his two birth anniversaries in 
Gitmo. Candle, cake and echoes of 'Happy Birth Day To You', something part and parcel of birth day, were surely not 
there, but the harsh cries, punches and slapping of US forces were in abundance and unavoidable.

The authors write the baby was nabbed along with his father in Quetta, provincial capital of Balochistan province. 
Father and son, were shifted to the notorious detention centre, and after spending two years in prison, they were 
released and sent back home. Father will hardly forget what he suffered in Gitmo, with growing of his son, his 
roommate in prison; his wounds will also nourish, as his son climbs stairs of age, and would always remain green.

The book reveals teenagers have also spent their turn in Gitmo. First chapter of the book is devoted to "I saw 
American democracy in Guantanamo."

Few pictures given in the book have showed the ill-treatment with inmates by the American forces. The snaps also 
depict that the captives are punched, kicked at time of moving from one place to the other.

One of the pictures shows that naked prisoners were moved on gunpoint in the US detention centre.  Maulvi Dost 
said: "The great pleader of human rights and democracy America drag human dignity more than all."

In early days they were not provided pen and paper, after passing 14 months they were provided with scholastic 
material, the book elucidated. Maulvi Dost writes he authored 25,000 verses, Tafseer (Interpretation of the Holy 
Quran), Pashto grammar, and several other things that are snatched by the American forces and never returned 
them.

Dost has compared Gitmo with Alam-e-Barzakh, he writes: "Inmates of Gitmo remain unaware of the world and its 
business, and every time watch cruelties of the American forces."

Owner of Sarhad Book Agency told Pajhwok Afghan News he sold 200 copies of the book in a week. He said though 
price of the book was 200, apparently high, but still number of its readers was increasing with each passing day.

This is the third book that was written on Guantanamo Bay. In the first two books, 'A picture of Guantanamo' was 
written by the former ambassador to Pakistan Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef and Prison of Guantanamo was authored by 
Shafiq Zadran.

Javid Hamim/Janullah Hashimzada

Translated and edited by Rahman

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15610  SOURCE: Pajhwak.com
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Let Juma Die Says US Website
 

By KANWAL TARIQ HAMEED

AN American online political group has launched a torrent of abuse at a Bahraini inmate at Guantanamo Bay - offering 
to send him a rope to hang himself with after his latest appeal for freedom was published in the GDN last Thursday.

Responding to a letter in which Al Dossary says "get me out of here or let me die", members of the US website Free 
Republic offered to arrange death for him.

The website, which claims to represent "grass-roots conservatism", has been banned from using entire copyrighted 
articles from US media giants The Washington Post and The Los Angeles Times after the two newspapers sued the 
group for doing so. 

Postings on the site contain numerous racial slurs against Arabs and Muslims, as well as a photo and mailing address 
of Al Dossary's American lawyer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, who heads a legal team representing the three Bahraini 
detainees at Guantanamo Bay. 

Comments range from expressions of happiness at Al Dossary's desperate plea, such as "good news out of Gitmo", to 
posts calling for more "death worshippers and Jihadists chasing martyrdom" to die. 

Responding to Al Dossary's ultimatum "get me home or let me die", site member Gay State Conservative writes: 
"Happy to oblige, Abdul ... on both counts. 

"We can arrange for (you) to fall, backwards, onto the business end of an ice pick that a Marine has carelessly left in 
your cell. 

"And we'll leave it in the back of your head as we send your remains to southern Lebanon for burial."

A more moderate comment by member Lady in Red claims the Guantanamo Bay detainees have been treated "too 
good", despite them being locked up for almost five years without charge or trial.

"There are no words," she writes. "These people are treated too good in my opinion and I feel no sympathy for them 
in the least. Die already."

More extreme members called for Al Dossary's suicide to be shown live on television "so we can all enjoy this carpet 
flyer's trip to the land of 72 virgins," writes member Bobby 223. 

The comments also target Al Dossary's lawyer, Mr Colangelo-Bryan, whose New York-based firm Dorsey and Whitney 
is representing the three remaining Bahraini detainees for free.

"I vote for sending the lawyer's (remains) along with the Jihadist's," writes Lone Ranger Massachusetts.

Comments also dismiss the June 10 deaths of three Guantanamo detainees in apparent suicides as "a ploy" and decry 
the use of Americans' tax money to "feed and house" detainees - claiming that allegations of prisoner abuse are 
unfounded. 

A Bahraini human rights activist who has been campaigning for detainees' right to fair and legal proceedings 
yesterday condemned the comments on the website as incitement to religious and racial hatred.

Vice-president of the now-dissolved Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) "These comments are sickening - and 
are an incitement to racial or religious hatred," said Mr Rajab. 

"What they are saying goes against human rights by spreading hatred and we should urge the government to work for 
an end to the misuse of the Internet to spread hatred against certain races or religions.

"However, I am sure the American people are better than the way they are represented on this site," he added.
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"I don't think this kind of mentality is popular and it may be an isolated group of people who use this kind of language 
and hold these opinions."

Mr Rajab also criticised the targeting of Al Dossary's lawyer, adding that the opinions seemed to represent an isolated 
minority in the US.

"I think the US today should be proud that they have lawyers like Joshua Colangelo-Bryan's team - in fact those 
lawyers today are rebuilding the reputation which the politicians and the administration in the US are destroying," he 
said. A spokesman for the US Embassy in Bahrain yesterday said it had no comment. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15609  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

US General: Free Terror Suspects To Kill Them Later

IAN BRUCE, Defence Correspondent    
  
A controversial American general has said most of the alleged terrorist prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba 
should be released to take up arms again because "it may be cheaper to kill them in combat than to sit on them for 
the next 15 years".

General Barry McCaffrey, now retired, is adjunct professor of international affairs at West Point, the US officer training 
academy.

His comments are contained in a memo obtained by The Herald. It was written in late June this year, after he visited 
the Guantanamo detention centre on an inspection tour.

More than 450 al Qaeda and Taliban fighters are being held under military guard at the detention facility. Some have 
been captives since 2001.

General McCaffrey argues in his six-page memo that the "great value" of Guantanamo had been that its status under 
military law meant "no applicable foreign law, no foreign diplomatic intervention, no US Federal court civil orders, and 
no nosy intervention by a US ambassador" was possible until recently.

What he describes as "the perfect deal" in which no Federal court had primary jurisdiction was now being eroded and 
the military tied up "in a legal strait-jacket", ending decades of secret operations using Guantanamo. 

"Will we soon be required to read Miranda Rights - the standard rights to remain silent, have an attorney present, etc 
applicable to US citizens - to al Qaeda terrorists?" he asks.

In the absence of persuading an international body to accept legal jurisdiction for the site, General McCaffrey 
continues: "We need to weed out as many detainees as soon as possible and return them to their host nations with an 
evidence package as complete as we can produce. We can probably dump two-thirds of the detainees in the next 24 
months.

"Many we will encounter again with an AK47 on the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan. It may be cheaper and 
cleaner to kill them in combat than sit on them for the next 15 years."

The general, who commanded the US 24th Mechanised Division in the 1991 Gulf War, later faced allegations of 
misconduct for placing his troops in the path of retreating Iraqi forces after the ceasefire.
It triggered a one-sided battle in which hundreds of fleeing enemy troops died when they clashed with US tank units 
blocking their withdrawal. He claimed the Iraqis had fired first and his men replied in self-defence.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15608  SOURCE: The Herald
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August 08, 2006

Ceku-Berisha Rift Over Uighur Muslims

There have been misunderstandings between the Prime Ministers of Albania and Kosovo, Sali Berisha and Agim Ceku, 
over China's request for extradition of Chinese Muslims.

China urged Albania to extradite five Chinese Muslims (Uighur minority group), saying they are terrorists, not political 
refugees. The United States recently released the five men from its prison at Guantanamo Bay, in Cuba. They arrived 
in Albania recently seeking asylum.

The Albanian government has said it will process the men's asylum applications according to local and international 
law. That decision has upset China, which says the men were part of a separatist group fighting to create an 
independent Uighur homeland in Xinjiang province.

Tirana's daily Gazeta Sqiptare quotes Kosovo's PM Agim Ceku as saying the Bejing-Tirana rift could harm Kosovo 
status process. Ceku fears that China, which is permanent member of the UN Security Council, might veto any 
decision or hamper the status process.

Berisha, on the other hand, stressed that the United States voiced firm guarantees that there will be no problems over 
China's veto-rights. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15635 SOURCE: ?

    

Taliban Member Faces Tribunal in Gitmo

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) - Two alleged members of the ousted Taliban regime and a man accused of links to the 
al-Qaida network appeared Saturday before review tribunals at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, an 
official said. 

The first prisoner, a 36-year-old member of Taliban security forces, was accused of passing messages between senior 
al-Qaida members, said Navy Lt. Gary Ross, a spokesman for the Combatant Status Review Tribunals. He also 
allegedly attended meetings with top-level al-Qaida members. 

The tribunals also heard from a 21-year-old member of the Taliban accused of forcing others at gunpoint to fight 
against U.S. and Afghan forces, Ross said. The prisoner allegedly tried to throw a hand grenade at U.S. forces to 
escape capture. 

A 31-year-old prisoner accused of belonging to a terrorist organization with ties to al-Qaida chief Osama bin Laden 
also appeared before a tribunal, Ross said. The military did not provide details on the terrorist group.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15631  SOURCE: Seattle Post Intelligencer

   

Former Torture Memo Writer Says Some Liberties Must Be Sacrificed

TARA GODVIN
Associated Press

HONOLULU - John Yoo, a former Justice Department lawyer who helped draft memos on treatment of terrorist 
prisoners, said Monday that in wartime, the question is not whether to give up civil liberties but "how much is 
enough."
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Yoo, now a law professor at the University of California, Berkeley, drew attention at an American Bar Association 
convention panel on whether tactics such as the detention of suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay and the 
surveillance of phone calls may erode liberties.

Unlike past conflicts, the United States isn't at war with any traditional nation state, Yoo said, but is at war with the 
al-Qaida terrorist network, and officials are trying to adapt the rules of war to these new circumstances.

War, for example, involves targeted killings of the enemy and detentions of enemy troops until the end of a conflict, 
he said.

"I don't think it's a question of ... are we going to have to restrict civil liberties. It's a question of how much is 
enough," Yoo said.

Both World War II, with its detention of Japanese-American citizens, and the Civil War, with its mass military 
detentions, put serious restrictions on civil liberties that were much greater than what is happening today, Yoo said.

At Justice, Yoo helped write internal memos in 2002 designed to give the federal government greater leeway to 
aggressively question terror suspects.

Yoo noted in an interview after the panel that of the roughly 1 million prisoners of war held in World War II, none 
received a hearing or were charged with crimes, and some where held for five years.

"We never have hearings for prisoners of war, never have had them until this last year. It's just the way the rules of 
war have always been," he said.

Superimposing the rules of criminal law on war, such as requiring that a prisoner be read his Miranda rights, may be 
unwise, Yoo said.

"In wartime when you're detained, you're not being punished for anything. You're being held so you can't keep 
fighting," he said.

However, panel member Neal Sonnett, a former prosecutor living in Miami, said calling the struggle against terrorism 
a "war" carries unnerving implications, including the indefinite duration of the conflict and increased presidential 
authority.

"If the president has greater powers in the time of a war that the president himself has told us is never going to end, I 
begin to worry about what's going to happen to civil liberties and constitutional rights in this country," said Sonnett, 
who is also chairman of the ABA's task force on enemy combatants.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15629  SOURCE: MercuryNews.com

China and Russia Request Extradition of Ex-Gitmo Detainees in Albania

China has reiterated the request for extradition of five Chinese Muslims released from Guantanamo Bay and now in 
Albania, but this time Russia backed the request.

According to Albanian media, the request for extradition was sent from the session of the Organization for Central 
Asian Security. The call referred to Washington also, since Albania accepted those men upon USA's request.

The five men -- from the largely Muslim Uighur minority that dominates China's far western Xinjiang region -- were 
released from U.S. military detention and sent to Albania where they have asked to be treated as refugees.
 
In the meantime, however, one of the released detainees said that he and his compatriots would prefer to get back to 
their USA and reunite with their relatives, since they could hardly adjust in Albania.
 
Tirana's refusal to extradite them strained Albania-China relations. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15627  SOURCE: Makfax.com.mk

6

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15627
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15629


August 09, 2006

Major Mori To Stay Hicks Lawyer

THE Pentagon has reappointed Major Michael Mori to represent Australian terror suspect David Hicks for another year, 
with the lawyer declaring he is willing to continue until Hicks is free.

The US Defence Department said overnight it had extended Major Mori's appointment.

Major Mori said today he was happy to stay on as Hicks' military appointed lawyer.

"Obviously I am very disappointed that it has gone on over three years," he told ABC radio.

Asked what else he would be doing if not representing Hicks, he said he would have liked to go to Iraq.

"I was hoping to get the opportunity to deploy to Iraq or serve as a military judge, an opportunity to come. Hopefully 
they will still be there for me when this is over," he told ABC radio.

Major Mori said he did not know if his long involvement with the Hicks case was hurting his career.

"It's hard to tell. You have a saying that you have to bloom wherever you are planted and I came into this job and got 
fond of David and I am going to keep going at it as long as they will let me or at least until David's free."

Hicks was captured fighting for the Taliban regime in Afghanistan in December 2001. He has been held in the US 
military detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, since January 2002.

Major Mori said Hicks, despite his affiliation with the Taliban, had no animosity toward America.

"He probably has more in common with the Alabama national guardsmen outside his cell than the individual locked up 
next to him," he said.

"The issues revolving around David's situation are basic fundamental rights and protections that everyone deserves.

"We give to everyone in our own countries, both Australia and the US, (including) the most heinous criminal(s) ... the 
basic fundamental protections of due process and fairness.

"Yet for some reason we don't want to give that to David Hicks who is not even charged with injuring anyone." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15650  SOURCE: News.com.au

  

Bush Bid To Shield Interrogators, Military from War Crime Prosecution

From correspondents in Washington

POLITICAL appointees, CIA officers and former military personnel would not face prosecution for humiliating or 
degrading wartime prisoners under amendments to a war crimes law drafted by the Bush administration, the 
Washington Post reported today.

The amendments are part of the administration's three-pronged response to a Supreme Court ruling on June 29 that 
struck down the military tribunal system set up to try Guantanamo prisoners as illegal and a violation of the Geneva 
Conventions, the Post said.
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The court's ruling gave prisoners captured in Afghanistan protections under the Geneva Conventions, which the 
administration previously maintained did not apply to them.

Citing unidentified US officials, the newspaper said the administration planned to amend the 1996 War Crimes Act, 
which makes it a crime to violate the Geneva Conventions, by narrowing the number of potential criminal 
prosecutions.

Only 10 specific categories of illegal acts against wartime detainees, including torture, murder, rape and hostage-
taking, could be prosecuted under the amendments, it said.

The list would not include the kinds of humiliating acts, like forced nakedness, used at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison which 
fall short of torture but are nevertheless barred by the Geneva Conventions as "outrages upon personal dignity", it 
reported.

Attorney General Alberto Gonzales told a Senate Committee last week the language of the Geneva Conventions was 
too vague and needed to be better defined by Congress.

Mr Gonzales said Congress should provide a list of offences that would constitute crimes under the Geneva 
Conventions' requirement for humane treatment of prisoners.

He said that would clarify rules for US interrogators, who would be subject to felony charges for violations.

The amendments, which have not been released, are part of broader proposed legislation on military courts that is still 
under discussion, but key officials have already embraced their substance, the Post said.

There have been no criminal prosecutions under the War Crimes Act in the 10 years since it was enacted, it said.

The administration's two other responses to the Supreme Court's rejection of its military tribunal system have been to 
seek legislation blocking Guantanamo prisoners' right to sue to enforce their newly won protections and to draft a Bill 
that replaces an absolute human rights standard with consideration of intelligence-gathering needs during 
interrogations.

Last week, the U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales told a Senate Committee that the language of the Geneva 
Conventions was too vague, claiming that it needs to be defined by the U.S. Congress.

He also said that Congress should provide a list of offenses that would constitute crimes under the Geneva 
Conventions' requirement for humane treatment of detainees, saying that this would clarify rules for U.S. 
interrogators, who would be subject to felony charges for any violations.

Last month, the UN Human Rights Committee released a report that raised deep concerns about the U.S.’s “war on 
terror” conduct.  

The UN rights body, which demanded Washington to “immediately” abolish all secret detention facilities, also 
expressed concern at the U.S.’s use of tough interrogation techniques that could amount to torture, like prolonged 
stress positions and isolation, hooding, sleep or food deprivation.  

It said it was deeply concerned that Washington doesn’t even consider these tactics as being violations of the rules 
against torture and inhumane and degrading treatment.

Concerns

  
"It's plain that this proposal would abrogate portions of Common Article 3," said Jinks. 
 
The new changes have provoked concern at the International Committee of the Red Cross, the entity responsible for 
safeguarding the Geneva Conventions.

ICRC lawyers visited the Pentagon and the State Department last week to discuss the issue but left without any 
expectation that their objections would be heeded, a US official told the daily.

Ten law experts who have seen the new draft agreed that the changes could affect how those involved in detainee 
matters act and how other nations view Washington's respect for its treaty obligations.
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"It's plain that this proposal would abrogate portions of Common Article 3," said Derek P. Jinks, a University of Texas 
assistant professor of law and author of a forthcoming book on the Geneva Conventions.

He asserted that the "entire family of techniques" that interrogators used to deliberately degrade and humiliate 
Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib detainees "is not addressed in any way, shape or form" in the new changes.

Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions bars "violence to life and person," including murder, mutilation, cruel 
treatment and torture.

It also prohibits "outrages upon personal dignity" such as "humiliating and degrading treatment."

The article prohibits sentencing or execution by courts that fail to provide "all the judicial guarantees . . . recognized 
as indispensable by civilized peoples."

The law experts refuted the Bush administration's argument that the changes were only meant to clarify the 
"ambiguity" language of Common Article 3.

Retired Rear Adm. John D. Hutson, the Navy's top uniformed lawyer from 1997 to 2000 and now dean of the Franklin 
Pierce Law Center, said "don't trust the motives of any lawyer who changes a statutory provision that is short, clear, 
and to the point and replaces it with something that is much longer, more complicated, and includes exceptions within 
exceptions."

Corn said the article was, according to its written history, "left deliberately vague because efforts to define it would 
invariably lead to wrongdoers identifying 'exceptions,' and because the meaning was plain -- treat people like humans 
and not animals or objects." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15648  SOURCE: News.com.au, Al Jazeera, Islam Online

 
 

August 10, 2006

Guantanamo Hurt U.S. Image, Say Americans

Many American adults believe the situation in a detention centre has affected their country’s standing in the world, 
according to a poll by Bloomberg and the Los Angeles Times. 54 per cent of respondents say the detainment of 
suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba has damaged the United States’ image with the rest of the world.

In May 2005, a 308-page report by Amnesty International criticized the U.S. government for its handling of prisoners 
in several detention centres, including one at Guantanamo Bay where more than 400 "enemy combatants"—most of 
them from Afghanistan—are being held. Former presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton have urged the federal 
administration to close the prison. 68 per cent of respondents believe the military prison should remain open.

In June, three Guantanamo prisoners were found hanging from the ceilings inside their cells. U.S. officials described 
the situation as "the first successful suicides" after repeated attempts. In late June, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
the American government should not be allowed to use military tribunals to try any of the detainees currently held at 
Guantanamo.

On Aug. 7, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a written order, indicating it would soon decide whether U.S. courts "lack 
jurisdiction to consider challenges to the legality of the detention of foreign nationals captured abroad in connection 
with hostilities and incarcerated at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba." U.S. state secretary Condoleezza Rice 
discussed the situation, saying, "We’ve always said the detainees are being treated consistently with international law 
and we believe that we’re right in this."

Polling Data
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Do you think that the U.S. detainment of suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba has damaged the United 
States’ image with the rest of the world, or not?

Damaged : 54% Not damaged : 39% Don’t know : 7%

Do you think the military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba should be closed and the prisoners transferred to other 
facilities, or should the military prison remain open?

Closed : 18% Remain open : 68% Don’t know : 14%

Source: Bloomberg / Los Angeles Times
Methodology: Telephone interviews with 1,478 American adults, conducted from Jul. 28 to Aug. 1, 2006. Margin of 
error is 3 per cent.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15670  SOURCE: Angusreid.com

Retroactive War Crime Protection Proposed

By PETE YOST 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The Bush administration drafted amendments to the War Crimes Act that would retroactively 
protect policymakers from possible criminal charges for authorizing any humiliating and degrading treatment of 
detainees, according to lawyers who have seen the proposal. 

The move by the administration is the latest effort to deal with treatment of those taken into custody in the war on 
terror. 

At issue are interrogations carried out by the CIA, and the degree to which harsh tactics such as water-boarding were 
authorized by administration officials. A separate law, the Uniform Code of Military Justice, applies to the military. 

The Washington Post first reported on the War Crimes Act amendments Wednesday. 

One section of the draft would outlaw torture and inhuman or cruel treatment, but it does not contain prohibitions 
from Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions against ``outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 
degrading treatment.'' A copy of the section of the draft was obtained by The Associated Press. 

Another section would apply the legislation retroactively, according to two lawyers who have seen the contents of the 
section and who spoke on condition of anonymity because their sources did not authorize them to release the 
information. 

One of the two attorneys said that the draft is in the revision stage but that the administration seems intent on 
pushing forward the draft's major points in Congress after Labor Day. 

``I think what this bill can do is in effect immunize past crimes. That's why it's so dangerous,'' said a third attorney, 
Eugene Fidell, president of the National Institute of Military Justice. 

Fidell said the initiative is ``not just protection of political appointees, but also CIA personnel who led interrogations.'' 

Interrogation practices ``follow from policies that were formed at the highest levels of the administration,'' said a 
fourth attorney, Scott Horton, who has followed detainee issues closely. ``The administration is trying to insulate 
policymakers under the War Crimes Act.'' 

The Bush administration contends Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions includes a number of vague terms 
that are susceptible to different interpretations. 

Extreme interrogation practices have been a flash point for criticism of the administration. 
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When interrogators engage in waterboarding, prisoners are strapped to a plank and dunked in water until nearly 
drowning. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said Congress ``is aware of the dilemma we face, how to make sure the CIA and 
others are not unfairly prosecuted.'' 

He said that at the same time, Congress ``will not allow political appointees to waive the law.'' 

Larry Cox, Amnesty International USA's executive director, said that ``President Bush is looking to limit the War 
Crimes Act through legislation'' now that the Supreme Court has embraced Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions. In 
June, the court ruled that Bush's plan to try Guantanamo Bay detainees in military tribunals violates Article 3. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15669  SOURCE: The Guardian

 

August 11, 2006 

Pakistan Discusses Guantanamo Prisoners with US

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 10 (Xinhua) -- A Pakistani team has held talks with the United States authorities in Washington on 
consular access to Pakistani prisoners at Guantanamo prison, a Pakistani minister said on Thursday. 

Pakistani Interior Minister Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao told reporters in Islamabad that the discussions between 
Pakistan and the United States were held on Wednesday and Thursday, adding the details about the talks would be 
made public after the return of the team. 

Pakistani authorities have not yet confirmed the number of Pakistani prisoners in the camp. 

Sherpao said in June that about 35 Pakistanis were still detained in the Guantanamo Bay. He, however, said that the 
exact number of Pakistani prisoners was yet to be confirmed. 

About 67 Pakistanis have already returned to the country from Guantanamo, officials said. 

Reports said that the U.S. authorities had asked Pakistan to keep a vigilant eye on all the prisoners repatriated from 
the Guantanamo Bay. 

Most of these Pakistanis were arrested in Afghanistan in late 2001 and early 2002 after the Taliban government 
collapsed as the result of U.S. attacks. 

Last month, a Pakistani team also visited Bagram, a U.S. base 50 kms north of Kabul, and met Pakistani prisoners 
there. Enditem 
 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15693  SOURCE: Xinhua.com
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Policy Over Military Interrogations Divides Psychologists

By Adam Fifield

The Philadelphia Inquirer

(MCT)

PHILADELPHIA - Controversy over a year-old American Psychological Association policy allowing members to 
participate in military prisoner interrogations threatens to dominate the group's annual convention in New Orleans this 
week.

The debate, fueled by reports of alleged abuses of detainees at the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, focuses 
on whether the psychologists are more likely to serve as ethical monitors or to become accomplices to cruelty.

More than 1,500 psychologists have signed an online petition to protest APA guidelines that permit members to 
consult on "interrogation and information-gathering processes for national security purposes."

"We will not stand by and remain silent while our profession throws overboard its concern for human dignity by 
becoming complicit in inhumane institutions," the petition states.

Some psychologists said they supported the APA policy, which also bans members from assisting in torture or 
degrading treatment, and requires them to report such conduct. But most worried that mental-health professionals 
could be overruled, or co-opted, in military settings.

Psychologists help ensure that interrogations remain "safe, legal, ethical and effective," said Stephen Behnke, director 
of the APA ethics office. "You want to have people who understand the science, and who understand that torture and 
abusive treatment lead to bad information."

Psychologists can help elicit information to prevent terrorist attacks, said Frank Farley, a Temple University 
psychology professor and former APA president, who backs the policy.

There is a need to interview people, Farley said, adding that to think otherwise is "naive."

"Having a person who subscribes to APA ethics in the room at the time can only be a good thing," Farley said.

Others are grappling with the issue. "I'm not sure this is where psychology belongs," said Julie Levitt, of Philadelphia.

Levitt leans toward opposing psychologists as consultants, she said, because of concerns about the military 
interrogators.

If they are "basically moral people" and "adhere to Geneva conventions, then it's certainly appropriate to help," said 
John Rooney, head of La Salle University's master's program in clinical counseling. But, he said, it's hard for an 
outsider to know.

Reported abuses of detainees at Guantanamo Bay have cast a pall over the debate. Critics of the APA policy cite news 
reports - and a 2005 New England Journal of Medicine article - charging that health-care professionals helped 
interrogators design coercive practices. The military has disputed the allegations.

"You get the best information from rapport-building and relationship-building, and the psychologists here do that," 
said Lt. Col. Lora Tucker, a Guantanamo spokeswoman.

Under military guidelines released in June, psychologists and psychiatrists on behavioral science consultation teams 
can "observe, but shall not conduct or direct, interrogations."

The teams have been responsible for reviewing detainees' medical histories for "depression, delusional behaviors, 
manifestations of stress, and 'what are their buttons,'" a 2005 Army surgeon general's report said. They have also 
helped determine "when to push or not push harder" for information.

The military typically uses psychologists rather than psychiatrists, William Winkenwerder, assistant secretary of 
defense for health affairs, said in June. The American Psychiatric Association and the American Medical Association 
take positions more restrictive of their members' roles in interrogations.
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"I was shocked and embarrassed at my organization's being chosen by the military to be the sole representative on 
these ... teams in Guantanamo," said Steven Reisner of Columbia University's International Trauma Studies Program.

Of the APA's 10-member task force behind the policy, six members have military ties, Salon.com reported last month. 
Four, including a Navy psychologist who reportedly protested abuses at Guantanamo, are on active duty. According to 
the APA Web site, others on the force have been in Afghanistan and Abu Ghraib.

"That seemed to stack the deck," Reisner said.

The task force unanimously agreed on its primary recommendations, Behnke countered.

Emily K. Filardo, who teaches psychology at Kean University in Union County, N.J., said she worried that having 
psychologists at interrogations would legitimize practices over which they have no control.

"The Army can say, 'You see, things are OK. We have psychologists who've checked it out,''' Filardo said.

Andrew Jensen, a Cherry Hill, N.J., psychologist who treats veterans, favors the APA position and suspects its foes are 
motivated by "the current political climate."

Behnke said his group recognized the obligations of psychologists to individuals and to the nation.

"We need to take a look at how we balance those against one another," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15690  SOURCE: Philly.com

Detainees Face A Long Time in Guantanamo

The top law official in the US has held out the prospect of detainees being held indefinitely in Guantanamo Bay. 
   
Attorney-General Alberto Gonzales made the suggestion as deep divisions emerged in how the country should handle 
inmates such as Australian David Hicks. 

On Wednesday, Mr Gonzales said that the administration would propose trying those it called enemy combatants in 
military courts martial that had a number of key changes. 
   
Those included admitting hearsay evidence, limiting rights against self-incrimination before a trial and limiting 
defendants’ access to classified information. 
   
Evidence obtained under duress also would be allowed unless a military judge considered it unreliable, he said. 
   
“We can detain any combatants for the duration of the hostilities,” Mr Gonzales told the Senate armed services 
committee. 
   
“If we choose to try them, that’s great. If we don’t choose to try them, we can continue to hold them.” 
   
About 450 prisoners are being held at the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
   
The changes proposed by Mr Gonzales fall short of what the Democrats said would meet US Supreme Court demands 
for fair trials. 
   
Senator Carl Levin, the committee’s top Democrat, said the changes would leave the new trial system vulnerable to 
another rebuke by the court. 
   
Last month, the court declared that President George Bush’s administration had overstepped its authority in forming 
military commissions to try Guantanamo Bay detainees. 
   
The hearing also exposed rifts between the military’s top uniformed lawyers and Government officials who drew up 
the new trial rules. 
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The rules have not been formally announced because the administration has not been able to persuade military 
lawyers to accept them, even after two meetings with Mr Gonzales. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15592  SOURCE: Thewest.com.au

 

August 13, 2006 

APA Reaffirms Unequivocal Position Against Torture And Abuse

APA Council of Representatives Underscores Duty of Psychologists to Stop Incidents of Torture as Well as 
Report Violations 

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 11 /PRNewswire/ -- The Council of Representatives of the American Psychological Association 
(APA) has approved a resolution reaffirming the organization's absolute opposition to all forms of torture and abuse, 
regardless of the circumstance. The resolution furthermore affirmed United Nations human rights documents and 
conventions as the basis for APA policy.

The Association unequivocally condemns any involvement by psychologists in torture or other forms of cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment. This APA policy applies to all psychologists in all settings.

The resolution, approved on August 9, 2006, further underscored the duty of all psychologists to intervene to stop 
acts of torture or abuse as well as the ethical obligation of all psychologists to report such behavior to appropriate 
authorities.

"Our intention is to empower and encourage members to do everything they can to prevent violations of basic human 
rights -- at Guantanamo Bay or anywhere else they may occur," said Gerald P. Koocher, PhD, President of the 
American Psychological Association. "It is not enough for us to express outrage or to codify acceptable practices. As 
psychologists, we must use every means at our disposal to prevent abuse and other forms of cruel or degrading 
treatment.

"Today's resolution directly ties APA's position on torture to the United Nation's Convention Against Torture and 
reaffirms the Association's commitment to protecting basic human rights," added Dr. Koocher.

After the Council of Representatives approved the resolution, Dr. Koocher personally urged the delegates to report 
violations, so that the APA can act to investigate the incidents and, if appropriate, discipline the violators.

Among its provisions, The American Psychological Association 2006 Resolution Against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment:

  * Included a specific definition of "torture" derived from the United Nations Convention Against Torture

  * Reaffirmed the APA's support for the McCain Amendment.

In two separate but related activities, Dr. Olivia Morehead-Slaughter, Chair of the APA Ethics Committee, told the 
Council that instances of reported abuse such as sexual humiliation or water-boarding would clearly constitute a 
violation of the APA Ethics Code.

Also presenting to Council on the issue of torture and abuse, and the role of psychologists in interrogations were Lt. 
Gen. Kevin C. Kiley, the Army's surgeon general, and Dr. Steven Reisner, a psychologist and senior faculty member at 
Columbia University's International Trauma Studies Program.

For a full copy of the Resolution, contact the APA Public Affairs Office at pwillenz@apa.org or public.affairs@apa.org.

The American Psychological Association (APA), in Washington, DC, is the largest scientific and professional 
organization representing psychology in the United States and is the world's largest association of psychologists. 
APA's membership includes more than 150,000 researchers, educators, clinicians, consultants and students. Through 
its divisions in 54 subfields of psychology and affiliations with 60 state, territorial and Canadian provincial 
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associations, APA works to advance psychology as a science, as a profession and as a means of promoting health, 
education and human welfare.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15740  SOURCE: PRNewswire.com

Saudi Detainee's Letter Exposes Alleged Guantanamo Horrors

By Turki Al-Saheil

 

Riyadh, Asharq Al-Awsat-- Prison guards in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, fired on detainees in the US military base, used 
noxious gases against them and insulted the Quran, a recent letter by a Saudi inmate revealed. 

The letter, seen by Asharq al Awsat, was written ten days before the Pentagon announced three inmates had 
committed suicide on 10 June. The two Saudi citizens were identified as Mani al Utaybi and Yasser al Zharani. Ali 
Abdallah Ahmad, from Yemen, was also found dead. The letter was handed over to the detainee’s lawyer who in 
turned forwarded it to al Zahrani’s legal representative. 

In what appears to be a reference to two of the three inmates who took their own lives, the detainee wrote, “Two 
detainees are on the verge of death… perhaps they are dying or have died poisoned.” The detainee, whose identity 
and nationality remain secret, in order to protect him, added, “An Afghan inmate was wounded after 12 shots were 
fired at him, as he tried to protect his Quran from being desecrated.” 

“The gas used is stored in a red canister, with black writing on it. There’s a yellow button that [guards] press and a 
label MK9 Magnum” written on it, the detainee wrote. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Said al Ghamdi, who supervises the committee which carried out an autopsy of the two Saudis, said 
the information revealed in the letter would be taken into consideration, as the real cause of death is investigated. 

The Pentagon’s announcement that three detainees had committed suicide was received with suspicion by Saudi 
lawyers and the two men’s families blamed the US authorities in Cuba for the death of their children. 

Brigadier-General Talal al Zahrani, Yasser’s father, said the letter proved the family was right to doubt the official US 
version of events. 

He told Asharq al Awsat that he was considering suing the base’s administration in a US federal court.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15739  SOURCE: Asharq Alawsat
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